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Without being one of those "historic events",mentioned 
by the author, the following text should be given special 
attention in our movement, since it fulfils in a brilliant 
way a long-cherished and universal desire. 

We encounter, here the mystery of the transmission of 
a spirit, still more the mystery of origins and creations. 
which sudden'ly appear according to a word of the mystic A.!!. 
gelus Silesius "There is no why for a rose",according also 
to the word of Jesus "Nobody knows from where the Spirit 
comes". Since He comes from the depths of God,from,the my! 
~ery of his Providence and his designs,from the mystery of 
his choice, 

In fact,the movement which inspires us tdday with its 
energy. whose breath is spreading over the whole earth,the 
insc"ruhble plan to lift up a world,the re,.birth ofa spir: 
it which was weakened, all this plunges uS into stupe'fac­
tion and surprise. 

After all. what are four centuries in the immensity 
of the future? It was like yesterday, in stormy times of 
the Church and after many adventures. 1ike Abraham"wi thout 
knowing ~here he was going", that a small roasque knight 
founded the Society of Jesus, dreaming to conquer for 

.Christ the whole world, It was like yesterday that a young 
Jesuit Leunis, through'an original and very moderrr initia­
tive, associated lay-people to the aposto1ate of the 
Church, ~nviting them totonsacr*te all that i~ human and 
to sanctify all "profane" activities. 
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To Father Paulussen. we owe a deep debt of gratitude 
for having give~ us. in a few fascinating.pages, the possi 
bility of retracing the flowering of a humble plant of 
which we are today some branches; the dramatic story of a 
plant that was pru~ed and then burst forth into new life. 
Yes, God does well what ije does, for that is how He works, 
"gently and strongly" always, with power but respecting h.!!. 
man freedom andi~ accordance with the inescapable law 
that life passes through death. 

We are also grateful to t~e autor, that he made his 
story so alive~ especially that he approathes the present 
time,interspersing his own memories with. objective events. 
One is reminded he~e a littl. of the Acts of the Apostles~ 
where Luke suddenly intervenes person~ally in the epic of 

.Paul and, for example,recalls the details of the shipwreck 
of Malta. -It could not have been foreseen that a modest 
chaplain of Holland would be snatched from his tasks and 
placed on the public scene to leave his mark on the 
events. ' 

However, this is what happened. But the optimism and 
even the humour of the story make us guess what is some­
what hidden: the difficulties and struggles, the un'certain 

- . 
ties ~nd anxi.ties, the impatient waiting for the "song of 
to-morrow"; mystery again of the Spirit who uses human ins 
~ruments to obtain his aims. 

We can also guess that the radical tr~nsformations 

which one day would appear, were the result of intense pr~ 
yer; prayer of those en~aged. prayer of the whole Church 
and above all th~ pray~r of a Woman often mention~d, the 
Virgin Mary. 
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Yes', thev!:llue of thiS story is that it. illustrates 
in a particular line of hi~tory, the fidelity of God in a£ 
complishing his work, accordi~g to the decisive words of. 
Jesus "It has to, b,e ...H~ It is i·he mysterious logic of his 
action which - always Paschal -, in order to succeed, uses 
problems and pain, errors, even faults and the apathy of 
p e 0 p 1 e. And sti11, his act ion un loCk s sit uat i.o ns, 0 pen s h~ 

rizons and renews con~inuously all creation r hiding itself 
while it has conducted everything. 

And here we are now before the beginning of our work, 
or rather before the ocean of the future~ called personna! 
ly and in fraternal community to the transformation of a 
world, to the creation of a future which is tr~ly human.We 
are very small indee~, but we are carried by the breath of 
the Spirit who fills us with hope~ 

Thanks to our past, thanks to our dead who li~e in u~ 
.everything is possible and the future will be what we make 
of it. Weare only hapPY,using our brief life-time, to.sew 
som. seed in the furrows of ourfathers.Following the word 
of Isaiah, our ,movement is still a "frail plant" and it is 
po~sible that it may~have to face again further storms. AI 
Fr. Paulussen underlines it,it is not so much on the stru£ 
tures that we have to rely - however necessary they ,be 
but on the vitality of the organism and on the liberty of 
the Spirit. 

Beyond the past thresholds, other stages,await ~s of 
which we can foresae th~t they will be lika our predeces­
sors experienced: dramatic events and struggles, but also 

·achievements and ~hefulfilment of God's promises. 

For what was, for what is, especially for what will 
be. may the God of love be praised. 

PROGRESSIO 
6 .. 
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"1 C "am""'o'­ "­ "­ ...c.a~,,- .6.iJl.e 
on eallth •.• " (Lk 12:49) 

INTRODUCTION 
==-::::== ='== = 

This Supplement is an answer to many requests.Already 
years ago some friends have "asked for it. They especially 
wanted inside i~fo~mation about th~ origins of the World 
Federation (WF}. More rece~tly I several times met people 
who wished to know why and how the Congregatio Mariana(CM) * 
was changed into the Christian Life Community [CLC) .. Last 
year the E~ecutive Council of the WF asked me to write a 
Supplement on thjs subjec~. 

Since it is impossible to understand what follows 
without knowing at least the mainlines of a longer histo­
ry, we have to ~o back to the origins of the Society of 
Jesus. The first chapter deals with some essential. infor~ 
mati on about the CM in the. peri od between the founda ti on 
of the Society of Jesus and it& suppression in 1773. A 
second chapter 9i~es as briefly as possible, the most im­
portant "events of the.following years till the.promulgation 
of the Apostolic Constitution "Bis Saeculari" (1948). In 
the light of this nut~hell history, all new developments 
will become. meaningful and clear. This is the content of 
the third chapter. I tell the facts simply as I hav~ lived 
them. 

If a patient reader has fi.nished this"modest pamphlet, 
he will understand why I fully agree with Karl Rahner,where 
he writes shortly after the last session of Vatican II : 

* 	 In English-speaking countries usually c~lled Sodalities 
of Our Lady. 
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''In chJti.oLian llpiJtituaLLty oH~eaHHo,t divide. the. oid and 

the ne.w into valtiou.o paltt.6. Tite. Ite.allon Ls that what i;., 
new i;., authe.ntic on~y i6 it pJtt;.,e.ltve6 what i6 old, and 

what ill old Ite.taik.o it.o vitality oHl~' i6 it i.o lived in a 

ne.w way". (1) 

Also the d~legates of the WF, who voted in 1967 for 
the nevi name and the new General Principles, apparently 
agreed with this opinion. For in the letter of confirma­
tion by the Holy See we read: "In the. de.f.JiJte 06 be.ttelt 
.oeltvice, the. paltticipantf.J 06 the Gene.Jtal Council cito;.,e to 

adopt the. name. 06 Iwltld Fedeltatiofl 01 Chltif.Jti.all LiSe Com­
muni.tie6, being convi.nce.d that thi.o ti.tle. bette.1t e.xplai.ned 
the Jteali.ty and the. i.nte.ltnal dynami.6m d6the.ilt Cl.6f.Joci.atiofl, 
without Itemoving any ~6 itf.J ape.ci6ic e.leme.nt;.,". 

Finally, one can question why there are so few names 
mentioned of persons engaged in the CLC to-day. It is 
true, a number of priests, men, women, youth and many Je­
suits could have been mentioned. But the list ~ould become 
too long and in such cases there is always the dange~ of 
embarrassing omissions. Everybody will understand me if I 
recall with deep gratitude only fiv~ lay people who have 
given, each of them in a very personal way, an important 
contribution in preparing the way for the CLC movement, as 
it is today. They are; Jos~ Ignacio Lasaga from Cuba, 
first president of the WF (1954-1959), histhree successors, 
Antonio Santacruz fromr~e'x;cO(1959-1964). Eric tlathias from 
India (1964-1970), Roland Calcat from France (1970-1976) 
and Edythe Westenhaver from the U.S.A., first executive 
s~cretary (1965-1970). 

L. P. 
Rome, 8 May 1979. 
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A LAY MOVEMENT INSPIRED BY IGNATIUS OF LOYOLA 
============================ =========== ====== 

1540 





THE FIRE OF IGNATIUS 

A diocesan priest. Ferdinand Sassen,'.wa,s the first who 
brought me in contact with the fire of Saint Ignatius. He 
was an expert in history of philosophy and taught ~nterna­
tional. national and Church history in the high school, 
where I was a boarder. His way of lecturing was fascinat­
ing.bec~use he,was highly intellt,gent, burning with enth~ 
siasm and a real mister in the ~rt of educating. The whole 
school knew his almost exaggerate~ admiration for the 
Jes uits. The time he devoted to them" ~ n, the Church hi story 
class seemed beyond all proportion. But all of us fo~nd it. 
marvellous and for,many_boys it beca~e unforgettable. Also 
on me he made a deep impression. I even ~ade, a decision; 
if ~ver I were tobecome a priest. I would beco~e a Jesuit. 

Like all decent s~~601s in the Netherlands 01 that 
time. we had a "Hariacongregatie~. I was very much sur­
prised when, leaving,school; I di~covered that this asso­
ciation had been founded by the Jesuits., This fact changed 
my low opinion about it. As prefett of the senior section 
I had to write a report in the yearbook of the school. It 
was my first article on the necessity of a renewal. 

- At,the university I again found a CM. This also had 
nothing tddo with the fire of Ignatius. Here I-also met 
my old teacher again. now professo~ in history of phi10so­

. phy.We worked, together in promoting Philosophical forma­
tion.,forall faculties. ~1yinterest for the CM, and even 

for the JeSUits, became marginal. but deep in my heartm~ 
lecret de~ision remained intact. At th~ same time my early 
conviction became ever stronger: the Jesuit Order is only 
for exceptional people; ~mpossibl~ for me. 
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One day in 1932 - I was in my thifd year ~ the chap­
lain of the university asked my help in getting partici­
paftts·for the ~nnua1 studeftt ret~~at. did my best and 
with fifteen good friends I went to the retreat. All the 
othe~ universiti~s together, sent about the same n~mber. 
The~e it happened. Withotit having looked for anything, 
found everything. It came as the purest gift of my whole 
life. Suddenly an unbelievable surprise. There was so much 
light. peace, consolation and liberation, that even the 
slightest d'oubt disappeared. This certainty about the 
~uthenticity of the experience always remained. God had 
called me to the Sotiety of Jesus. I had bee~ in contact 
with fire, ~h~ fire o~ Jesus, the fire of Ignatius, now a 
contact forever. 

I tell this little story because my vocation to become 
a Jesuit mearit practically a vocation to th~ restoration 
of the CM. This was not the plan of~my superiors. At 
least three times they had different as~ignments for roe. 
But a1ways·circ'umstarices changed it. God vlorks like that. 

In the noviciat~ I learned the truth about the CM. At 
the origins of this movement, we find Ignatius of Loyola. 
His secret had always been the infinite 10ye of God: a 
fire, gently burning, discrete ahd prudent; butirresisti­
bly conquering. Thus' he became the heart of a small commu': 
ntty. Thus he tried to ~orm really fr~emen. Free, n9t 
only to love and to serve.' but free to love and to serve 
aiways. Free. because totally poor and pure. Thus he be­
came the founde·r of the Society of Jesus " Thus he became 
the man who inspired the lay-groups around his first comp~ 
nions. 
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PI EERS 


Fire c~mmunicates itself spontaneously. W~at Fr. 
Villaret describes in Chapter One of h~s book on the first 
period of the history of the CM is not surprising.(2) He 
gives examples how the early Jesu~ts were surrounded by 
groups of lay-men. They cooperated with the fathers in the 
apostolate. These groups h~d different name~ but the same 
spirit. The touch of Ignati~s char~cterised them so clear­
ly. that this is often mentioned in historical sources. A 
contemporary writer affirms: "16 you aee ~heae men, you 
-Lnoa:tt-Lbty Iteeogn.ize ~ha~ ~hey alte .imbued by t;he apilt-L~ 00 
~he Soe-Le~y 06 Jeaua". What this me~ns, is mentioned 
cohtinual1y: selectivity of.m~mbers, solid formation, medl 
tation and frequent reception of sacraments, . flexibility 
and adaptation to all kinds of needs. 

Already in 1540, the year in which the Society of Je­
sus was established, Peter Faber led a famous group in 
Parma, also called Society of Jesus. This group produced 
the first Jesuit martyr. Another companion of Ignatius, 
Paschase Broet writes a letter on March I, 1545 to Francis 
Xavier, in which he tells him everything about the flourish 

, , ­
ing group in Fienza. Earlier Francis Xavier had written to 
Rome abQut how he was helped in his difficult mission by a 
chosen group of young men, on fi re wi tho love and zea l. In 
1547 Ignatius himself started the Society of the Twelve 
Apostles in Rome and a year later Nadal began a group in 
Calabria. He reports on it in a letter to I~natius on 
April 10, 1548. 
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Itis i rit ere s tin g to, not e t hat the J e suit s not 0 n 1 y 
started new gr~ups, but they were also frequently invited 
to reform confraternities of various inspirations, which 
had lost their original spirit. Sometimes thes~ groups 
were transformed into,new a~sociations ~hich adopted the, 
spirituality of the Jesuits. 

The question has been raised ~hether the eM in this 
first per~od could be cnnsidered a Third Order of the So­
ciety of Jesus. It is true that at this time there existed 
an intimate union between the two associations. The eM had 
the spirit of the Jesuits and only ,Jesuit's could be eccle­
siastical assistants. Nevertheless the eM was never a 
Third Order. This became evident in 1773 when the, Society 
was suppressed and the eM couJd continu~ on its own. What 
Clement XIV did can be criticized but juridically it was 
completely correct. 

FOUNDATION 

On May 3, 1556 ,a, young man of 24, dresseci as a worker, 
presented himself in the Jesuit house, near the littl~ 
church of the Madonna della Strada. He came all the way 
from Lilge in Belgium on foot and wanted to enter the new 
Society of Jesus. Probably he had a,ready met some Jesuits 
in his native town. ~gnatius hi,mself and Polanco his secr! 
tary examined the new candidate and after some days he 
began his noviciate. Ignatius died three months later. He 
had received in his Society John Leunis, rightly considered 
the founder of the CM. (3) 
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The"story is well-known. In the Roman College, th~ 

European formation-centre ,founded by Ignatius in 155f, 
Leunis gathered a group of students and prepared them to 
do apostolic work in the city of Rome. He did exactly what' 
other Jesuits did elsewhere. Since 1563 his name is regu­
larly,mentioned. 

A whole network of correspondence existed among the 
members of the Society~ Sharing and communication are nor­
mal characteristics for a community which was meant, by 
Ignatius to be a Society o~ love. So Leunis knew about th~ 
existirig lay groups. What he began was ~ertainly not ori­
ginal, but ,he did it in an orlginal way, thanks to his 
exceptional educational abilities, From tht documents we 
know that he had a special,chprism for dealing with young 
people. 

In a few years the Roman College had become famous. 
It radiated, not only solid'doctrine and spirituality but 
also high culture and human sci~nces. An ideal environment 
to prepar,e scholars and artists, saints. martyrs and missio 
naries. In this envir~nment Leunis, faithful disciple 0; 
Ignatius. wanted to ao even more. 

John Leunis died on the 19th of Ndvember 1584. O~ly 

a few diys'later Gregory XIII established cano~icallY the 
Congregatio of the Roman College. Moreover, he made the 
group of Leunis -.ater et caput" (mother and head) of all 
similar groups. In canonical terms: it became a Primaria 
(Primary' group). having the right to affiliate other 
groups of the same nature. Through this affiliation all 
these g~oups sh~red iri the indulgences and privileges. of. 
the Primaria. 
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Afte wards the Primaria was divided into three age 
groups ca led Prima, Seconda" and Terza Ptimaria. The Prima 
Primaria represented the three groups together. Since the 

Prima Primaria stood under the jurisdiction of the Society 
of Jesus, only the General could grant an affiliation. The 
intention was not only to co~municate spiritual gifts but 
also to form a kind of unity and to guarantee authenticity. 

ORIGINALITY OF LEUNIS 

At leist in three respects Leunis has been original. 
First of all, in the remarkable way of formulating the aim 
of the eM. Secondly in his effort of promoting lay respon­
sibiJity and lay activity. T~irdly in hi~ practical way of 
forming community and developing community life. 

It is clear that Leunis and his workers saw the aim 
of the CM not as two-fold, but as one. They had not in 
mind (as has been affirmed) to foster"christian life and 
"also" scientific life. They aimed at unity of life, brins 
ing all aspects of human existence together in one chris­
tian way of life. Since we touch here one of the most fun­
damental elements of the General Principles. I would like 
to quote from four different sources in the original text. 

The members of the CM of the Roman College write in 
the rules ,of 1574 (the oldest we know): "de.6-LcleILo.6-L d-L OM 
PILoo-Ltto .6-L nefle letteILe come nello .6p-LILlto ••• " {wishing 
to make progress in both our scientific and our spiritual 
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formation). Further in the same document: "Eaaendo il 

Mne de. qu.u"ta noatlta Congltegazione eotiiungelte ,te lettelte 
eon La pieti c.lti6tiana••. " (since it is the aim of our Co~ 
gregazjone to unite scientific formation with christian 
living). (4) 

Still clearer is the French expression 1n the rules 
of 1575. He~e the members of the §rdu~ in the college of 
Clermont (Parts) where Leunis was working, also write like 
this:"Poultee donne que le 6i~ de notlt(>. Congltegation (>.6t d(>. 
eonjoind'lte l(>.a L'ett,Haa La piae: ehltaie,nn,,}' (same trans­
1ati on as above). (5) 

We hav~ another Lati~ text written in 1582 by the 
same group in Paris. The Preamble beg~ns as follows: 
"Pltimum unieuiqu(>. pltopoaitum ea<.e d(>.be't ut -6tudia litt(>.lta­
ltum pi(>.tatemque c.opultt" (First intention of each one 
should be to make an 'intimate unity of scientific and 
christian life). (6) 

The first common rules of Fr. Aquaviva, which were 
valid for almost thre'e centuries (1587-1855), express the 
same id~al in othe~ words. The original text is Italian: 
"Peltc.he iL Oine e ... l'acquiaito delLe lIilttu (>. della pieta 
c.ltiatiana in6ieme col pltoOitto delle lettelt(>." (Since the 
aim is the growih in v~rtue and christian life together 
with progress in science). (7) 

It is almost'unbel~evable that this long tradition of 
integ~ation simply di~appeared totally jn the rules of 
1855 and also later in the last common rules 6f 1910. (8) 

Th~ General'Principle~ bf1967 h~~e re-established the con 
tact with the authe~tic tnspiration of Ignatius: "OUlt 
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gkOUp6 ake ~Ok tho6ewho 6eel a make ukgent need td unite 

theik human lL6e-in ,ttl Lt6 dimeMianJ with the 6ulneu 06 

theiA c.hki6tian 6a'ith". 

It is a striking f",act, that the early documents of the 
16th century are much more in accorpance with the teaching 
of Vatican lIon lay apostolate, than the document of the 
20th century, v/hich was responsible for the typical image 
of the eM: the rules of 1910. For Leunis it was quite 
natural that the students of his first group should decide 
on their own rules, making all major decisions themselves, 
that they should elect not only group~leaders and officers 
but also the Jesuit in charge and' even (in the.. years that 
he was in charge) the cardinal prot~ctor. In other words: 
he gave them full responsibility. 

The common rules of 1587. prepared by Fr. Aquaviva. 
are less radical than Leunis. but still enough imbued with 
the spirit of the founder to inspire a modern reader. 1~ 

f~ct, they have been a gr~at help in co~posing the General 
Principles. 

Aquaviva and his advisers. little preoccupied as they 
were with juridical considerations~ sought above all ways 
to stimulate young christians, tocreate aspiritual climate 
in keeping with the aim of the eM: the formation of laymen, 
consci ous of t~ei r persona 1 vocati on in the Church of thei r 
time. A word like "director" i~trodu~ed after more than 
300 years inta the ruJes of 1910, does not seem to be in 
harmony with this climate. The conception of director is 
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alien to the thinking of Leunis and Aquaviva and it is a 

pity that i n translations and explications this WO.rd is 

being used. All local rules and the original text of 1587 

invariably use the word "father", almost always together 
with the "prefect" (presi.dent), also called '11 capo' (the 
head) or 'super:iore'. The combination of father-prefect 
appears 40 times and ill ustrates the awareness of accentua! 
jng their common responsibility, ratherthan their hierarch 
tcal difference. 

One of the most used Bible texts iri our days is Matt. 
Ia :.20 "Whelte two Olr. thltee aILe togethelt in my Name, I am 

titelte in the mid.ot oo-them". It is the best and the most 
b.eautiful text, on wh; ch community 1He can be founded and 
justified. Leunis and the first members of the CM not only 
used the same text, but they incorporated it into their 
very name. The Latin text says: "ubi duo vel tlte.o conglte­

gati. .ount.:.".Hencethe name "'congregatio". It is not 
surprising fherefore that this text is printed on the title 
page of the oldest known copy of CM ruYes, drawn up by 
Le~nis and the ~embers of the Clef~ont group in Paris. The 
booklet is from 1574 and i~ now in the French National 
Library of Paris. 

Th~ rules of the college of Clermont are'similar to 
those of the RomanColl ege of 1574. For both thePreambl e 
is identical, indicating a strong bond of community: "In 

common delibeltation amongD'ult.oelve.o, we have deci.ded to dlta.w 

up .oomeiwle.o whi.ch could help U.o . integlta.te dUlL .otudie.o 

with .opilt'i'.tua.! li6e, in oltdelt to be a.ble to live 6ully in 
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~,nianwith Gad, peaee<6u.t.ty amang aultllefveb, thu1> giving 

witnellll to ath!ltb and dibpabing auAbe.t~eb bettelt talteeeive 

6~amhill divihe Gaadnebll .tight, gltacell and gi6tll". 

Every day these "brothers" went together for Mass. 
Every day they had their meditation together. Every day 
they were together for singing a part of the Office of Our 
Lady and daiTy they examined their conSCience together and 
prepared the meditation for the next dai. In the weekly 
meetings the officers had to see to it that all members 
participated in sharing their opinions. In a special rule, 
mutual love and union are recommended: "A.t.t alte membelt1> 0.6 

ane 6ami.ty and bltatheltll in Chltillt". The words "each bltathe.It" 

are often used. In a real community everything is done so 
that all persons are given equal value. 

INSPIRING FRESCO 

Was Leun;s also the.originator. of the Marian characte.r 
of the CM? We have some facts: many of the early lay 
groups around the Je~uits dJd not .have explicitly a Marian 
character. Of course, as faithful Catholics formed in fhe 
school of the Exercises, the ~embers of ~hese groups had a 
great love far nur Lady. but not always a particular devo­
tion like the group of Leunis had. It is also true that 
Leunis. before he entere~ the Society, was already known 
for his intense .10ve for the Mother of God. 

Another answer is given in the above mentioned Pream.b1e 
of the first rules: ",Since it -£J.. a CU1>tom that ;.,uch Con­

gltegat-£anb lL~commend themlle.tveb to a pa,tltan in heaven 60lt 

plt~tection and guidance, 6ltom whom they take the name, and 
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,~in('e we have a pa,'1.-ticutaJr. devo-tion -to -the.,mo.6t Hoty V,iJr.g,in 

00 tIle AnnUll(,,ia-tion., Ho-tfteJr. 06 God, we, in att humi£.,ity 

dedi('a-te ouJr..6etve.6.-to heJr., pf!.ayin.g -tha-t .6he may help U.6 in. 

att ouJr. ac.-tioIl6, e.6pecialttj ,in. :the oJr.din.a-tioY! and ob.6ef!.va­

-tion a~ the. Jr.u£.e.6 06 auf!. gJr.OUp, whic.haJr.e -the. 60£.£.owing" ••• 

The Preamble mentions the Annunciatiow twice which is 
the name of the Church of,the Roman ·College. Above the main 
altar .Ias a large and beautiful fresco. ,It showed not the 
usual representation of the Annunciation, only Mary and the 
angel. but it depicted the whole inspiring panorama of the 
contemplation on the Incarnation in the Exercises :. the 
Holy Trinity, all of ~reation and mankind, with Our Lady 
and her fiat in the centre. In this setting Jesus began 
his life on earth. This fresco was a continual reminder 
of the highlight of the Exercises. Fathers and students 
liked this wonderful painting. It 'became the permanent 
inspiration not only for one group but progressively for a 
whole world movement. 

Today the fresco does not exist any more. The church 
of the Annunciation was demolished in 1626 to make roOm 
for the larger church of St. Ignatius. Only the detail of 
Our Lady was conserved. Isolated and taken out of its con­
text of the wider perspective of salvation history. it is 
now known as the Madonna of the Prima Primaria~ 

A black and white reproduction of the old fresco was 
published in the program for the first meeting of the world 
federation (Rome 1954). The mystery of the Annunciation­
Incarnation, not m~ntioned in the rules of 1910, is again 
the main ins~irition of the General Principl,s. 
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DEcLINE OF THE AUTHENTIC SPIRIT 
= ====================== 

1773 - 1948 





STRANGE DECISIONS 


In a stormy period of unrest and confusion, the 
supreme authority of the Church, forced by political powers, 
did som~thing nobody today could have dreamed of. On July 
21, 1773 Clement lIV signed a document suppressing the 
Society of Jesus, all its I'Jorks, ministries and activiti.es. 
More than 20.000 Jesuits were se~t home and the· General 
was put into p~ison. Local Bishops had to read the papal 
decree in all the houses of the Society. This promulgation, 
essential for its validity, was forbidden in Russia. The 
Tsarina, Catherine iI, who 1n1772 had occupied a part of 
Poland, did not want to upset the Catholics of that country. 
Therefore the Society of Jesus and all its ~Iorks ,incl uding 
a very flourishing CMmovement, continued to exist. 

Elsewhere; the Society' and therefore also the CM dis':' 
appeared. This was the logical consequence of the papal 
decision. But again Clement XIV did something that nobody 
expected; On November 14 of the same year, he decided that 
the CM could continue everywhere without the Jesuits! A 
surprising exception io the application of the suppression 
decree,:· instead of suppression,'a new dimension ... From 
priviledged Jesuit work, the CM suddenly became one of the 
normal works of the'universal ChurCh. With one blow it was 
cut off from its original inspiration and at the same time 
exposed to inordinate ,growth: all Bishops the world over 
could establish the CM. And many did. In the first period 
(1540-1773) about 2500 grOUps were affilia·ted. This number 
will grow'unti180.000 in the second period (1773-1948). 
It would have been a miracle. if this evolution would not 
have damaged the authentic spirit. By now everybody knows 
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that in tile course of the years the movemenas sUCh changed, 
simply because the tradition was lost. Were was the fir~ 

ofIg nat i us ? 

It was not,the suppression of the Society that caused 
the decline of t~e spirit in the CA'~ovement, but the. de 
sion of 14 November 1773. Without. this, the CM would have 
been suppressed ohly to be restored in 1814 together wit~ 
the Society.' To be a movement of the whole Church could 
have been of advantage y but the movement became vitally 
changed 4n its most essential characteristics; It had 
become - at least in most cases a pious mass movement: 
different from what Ignatius or Leunis or Aquaviva had 
meant it to be. 

Of course, this is only one side of the medal. Excel­
lent groups were working·inmany countries, butthe movement 
as such had lost touch wi\h the spirit, the spirit Qf the 
founders. No need to say that also in its changed form the 
movement did a lot of good, answ~ring the needs in many 
places. 

Especially after the dogmatic promulgation of the 
Immaculate Conception {l854} the U1 became even more 
popular. In the eyes of many pastoral workers it was·an 
infallible means to protect youth from evil. Personally I 
have knownabishop who. decided to start in all his par.ishes 
two Marian Co~gregations, one for boys and one for girls .. 
Systematically they were organized a~d imposed. For all of 
them affiliation with. Rome was requested and obtained wit!:!. 
out any dif1ic~lty. This bishop certainly was not an exce£ 
tion. ·~o wonder that numbers were increasing and that - in 
terms of numbers '- this time has been qualified as a "flour 
!shing peribd" of eM history. 
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How did the jesuits react? In the mind of a number of 

them the thought came up : are we allowed t~ acc~pt the 

decline of the authentic spirit without trying to do some­

thing for its restoration? Was the CM not a child of the 

Society of Jesus? Is it not part of our vocation, especial 
ly since the CM became a work of.the universal Church, to 
inspire, the movement viith the specific charism of the 
"man of the Church" Ignattus .of Loyola? 

GOOD DECISIONS 

In 1922 Fr. Ledochowski, General of the Society, con­

vened a meeting of Jesuits working in the CM. It was the 
first step towards restoration. Forty Fathers from nine~ 

teen countries, impelledby astrong sense of responsibility, 
wanted practical and concrete results. They had a very 
successfUl meeting~ No long resolutions and only one dec! 
sion: to start in Rome a central secretariate, a service 
centre not only for the Jesuit groups, but for all others 
as well. It.was the first secretariate of this type in the 
Jesuit curia. Not because the CM was the most important 
work of the Society, butsi~ply because the. CM was the most 
neglected work and onemost inneed of help and inspiration. 
Today the curia has eight similar offices for other works. 

The main argument of founding an irternational secre­
tariate was the positive experience of some already existing 
national secretariates. Fathers from the United States of 
America and of the Netherlands rep.orted that their national 
service centres worked very well. Why not apply the same 
experience on world level? 
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All this does not mean that the ne~ secretariate was 
a perfect institution. Far from that! aut it has proved 
that one can work effectively with modest and insufficient 
means. This international' office, which had to serve a 
world movement whose female members were the greater major 
tiy, was not even accessible to outsiders, let alone to 
women. It was a private Jesuit institution, falling under 
the rules of cloister; in thqse days strict and severe. 
Moreover, how to reform an,organisation without authority? 
Since 1773 the CM was, as we have seen, under the jurisdic 
tion of the Bishops. Only 5% of the groups were established 
in Jesuit houses. And how to work without the cooperation 
of qualified lay people? Above all: how to "convert" 
thousands and thousands of spi ri tua 1 1 eaders, everywhere in 
the world? Also among Jesuits there was little knowledge 
and appreciation of the true meaning and nature of their 
own'creation. They could' not believe that the r,larian Asso­
ciation, called C~~, had something to do with the Society 
of Jesus. 

A Pope caused the decline of the spirit; another Pope 
i~itiated its revival. Pius XII, knowin~ from personal ex­
perience the Ignatian spirituality and the original impact 
of the Cr4, follow,ed with interest the efforts otthe Central 
secretariate. In the year of his e1ec~ion (1939) Fr. Emile 
Villaret was in charge of the office. Between these two 
men friendship existed and mutual ven~ration. In 1953, 
affer the death of Fr. Vi 11 a ret, the Pope to ld me that he 
considered him to be a saint. Pius XII is certainly the 
greatest promoter of the CM. He did his utmost to support 
the renewal with all kinds of references, letters, messages 
and other proofs of his predilection. Finally he decided 
to take an extraordinary step, namely, to proclaim a new 
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statute for the whol-e Church. He did it in the most solemn 
and official way of an Apostolic Constitution binding for 
the w~ole Church wjthout any need of special promulgation. 
Sis Saeculari was exactly ,what was needed: a clear ;author­
itative statement on, the authentic i.dentity of the CM. a 
pressing call for reform, orientations towards the future 
and some declarations on lay apostolate in general. 

NEW CHALLENGES 

The impact of this do~umentwas enormous. It is not 
exaggerated to say that in some countries it had the effect 
of a bomb. This was also true for the Netherlands where I 
was in a privileged position to observe reactions. In those 
days I was not. only in char~e of the national CM office. 
but also happened to .be acting national chaplain of the 
catholic press. On September 27,1948 I receivedbyspec;a1 
mail (splendid work of the off:ice in Rom~ and~.~ nos.trike!) 
a copy of the Acta ApostoJicae Sedis of the same date, with 
the official Latin text of Bis Saeculari. We. were expecting 
something from Rome. but never SUCh an outspoken document 
like this. Everybody'was very much impressed. We decided 
at once to prepare a release, trying tO,translate the com~ 
pact Latin words into modern Dutch. The director of the 
KNP (National Press Agency) was very pleased to bring off 
a scoop. Next day it was front page news of our three 
national and more than thirty regional catholic daily new~ 
papers. From then on the agency's telephone lines became 
red hot. 
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The main reason for this shock wa~ the papal declara-, 

tion that the CM was an "ou..tf..tanding and paJt.tLc.ulalL '~OJtllI 

o 6 Ca.tho .tic. ,A c..tio I'! " • thus pulling down a solid system of 
uniform thinking on lay apostolate and opening the way 
towards a new and plul'i·form evolution. 

All this is now past historya·nd of no great interest 
any longer. Th~re are other aspects of the documents how­
ever which are more important. e.g. the challenge to live 
up to an old ideal. the call for reform, and renewal. the 
urgency for a response to be given by a world movement. 
But the most essential aspect is the stre'ss on the Ignatian 
character. br'in.ging into focus the absolute priority of 
the Spiritual Exercises. 

A period characterized by str~hge and good decisions 
comes to an end. 'Strange decisions: for the Society of 
Jesus is forced to disappear while the CM is' forced to go 
on without the Jesuits. G06d deci~ions: the foundation of , 
a central office in Rome followed by the promulgation of a 
fundamental document Of the Church. 

God works like that~ 
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TRANSFORMATION INTO CHRISTIAN (IFE COMMUNITY 
==.============ = ======= = ========= = 

SINCE 1948 





FO~NDATrON OF THE WPRLD FEDERATION 
l 

The new Constitution, promulgated as law,for the whole 
Church, was in a special way addressed to the CM. Not to 
one or more countries, but to the CMas a world movement. 
Everywhere the same question: and now, what has to be done? 
What should we do? 

A first answer came from the Jesuits. The successor 
•

of Fr .. Ledochowski. Fr. Janssens, did the same as his pre­
decessor had done in 1922. He conven'ed an international 
Jesuit meeting', .organized by the central secretariate. 
From 15-22 A'pril 1950 the sessions w~re held in the Jesuit 
curia. This time 71 fathers had come from 40 countries. 
I was there together with another father, representing the 
Netherlands. It was aheavily scheduledmeeting: many talks 
and long_discussions on all different ispects and elements 
of the CM. but it wes also a meeting with tOo great over­
tones of ~espect and too quiet, reflecting more the status 
quo than attempting to ~ome to new inspiration from the 
original sources. Everything was viewed;n the light ofth~ 
rules of 1910. 

After a long talk on the flexternalforms of the CM", 
asked why we spen~so much time oh ext~rnal forms, while 

all of us knew that no single external form was actually, 
essential for the CM. One of its most specific qualities 
was e~a~tly its fle~i.bility ~nd adaptabllity. I did not 
know whether it'really was "all of us" who agreed on this 
point. It is certain that nobody reacted. on1'y the General. 



His fn~erve~tion was extremely kind but to t~e point, at 
least to a certain extent: I had overlooked the juridical 
forms. Obviously Fr. Janssens' idea of theCM differed 
from mine. 

After the meeting of 1950. a great part of th~ qu's­
tion "and now. what has to be done?" remained unanswered. 
All agreed that the new Constitution shouid be implemented 
(which they already knew before the meeting). But We did 
not touch on: how to doH. Do we have the effective m'eans? 
Do we need new ways? 

Moreover. new questions arose. The Jesuits had their 
international meeting. but what about the laity? Can only 
Jesuits represent a lay association? Where are the lay 
representatives ,them,se1ves? Where does the responsibility 
of the ,lay people on world level come in? What is tllle 
opinion of the laity on Bis Saeculari. on "renewal. on new 
rules. new structures? 

Back in The Hague. I was overwhelmed by the work .df 
the national service centre about 2000 groups wanted 
servi ce and inspiration! No time for international pro-
b 1 ems ... 

A few months later. my Provincial called me. He ha~ 

just come back from. visit of some weeks in Rome. He had 
to tell me somethihg "in the name of Fr'iGener~l". I, was 
not,surprised. Finally a remark. The Provincial, usually 
very outspoken. was a hit shy. "I have done eve/!:y.thing.to 

~aue you, bu.t r did no.t ~ucceed". said that it was 
alright. Then: "The Genehal wan.t, you .to go .to Rome by 

all meaM, .to be .the head e6 .the cen.thal H,che.tahia.te". ~1e? 

I could not believe it. On February 19. 1951 I arrived in 
Rome. 
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Next day Fr.,Janssens received me. Not one word about 
our discussion. "Only c?rdiality and full trust: "Plea<.e, 

tlLavel 0..6 much 0..6 pO.6.6'('ble, ,the t.i.me to .0.(.1. at home .(..6 

ovelL". He also asked .e to prepare an Instruction on the 
CM for all the Jesuits. 

After one month the Instruction was ready. Before 
starting out on my first trip, I felt that it was urgent 
to write first a mefu6randum on the necessity of pre~aring 
a world federation. Ar.guments? The secretariate is not 
enough. It can never act as representative for the CM on 
world level. We need,a representative bodyofqualified lay 
people (andthere are enoughofthem), together with priests. 
The laity should take on their responsibility into their 
own hands. Call it world-union, world-federation, world­

, , , 

community. the name does not matter. Essential ;s, that we 
bring people together. Essential is, that they can work, 
deliber~te and pray together, th.t they carr cooperate with 
others and serve the Church on world level. Without this 
simple new structure, the CM, existing in many countries, 
does not exist and is not prese~t on world, level. Without 
this new union, the ,CM cannot live up to its vocation. 
Without this on-going communication between responsible 
People, it seems impo5sible to achieve the restoration of 
the 01, a~ desired ~y Pius XII. Finally, a world federa­
tion is the normal and logical outcome ofexisting national 
federations, surely indicated in a time that international 
communication is growing rapidly everywhere. ~Jhy, do we 
often come too late? 

Fr. Janssens studied the memorandum ~arefully, but he 
was not yet convinced. We had discussed this, subject 
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several times and it was always difficult to cOme to an 
agr'ement. The main difficulty for Fr. General was: how to 
reconcile the proposed "centralization" with the traditio! 
aT "autonomy" of the CM. But is not any federation a free­
ly chosen unification with fuany elements of decentraliia­
tion? And is not autonomy' always limited and relative. 
never absolute? 

At the same time Fr. Janssens received a long and 
strong memorandum against the world federation. ,The argu~ 

ments however were so. weak. that he did ~ot pay any atten­
tion to th~m. On the contrary. he stimulated me to go on; 
Hb~t I 6tlll don't 6ee it". he said; 

The first world congress for the lay apostolate, held 
in October 1951 in Rome. p~ovided a welcome occasion to 
show the necessity for our world union. The CM, one of the 
oldest movements of lay apostolate. could not be invited, 
because it d i dn 0 t ex i s 1: on the w0 r 1 d level! Only due to 
the kindness and understanding of. the organizers could we 
invite ten members to form our international delegation. 
The congress was also a good occasion to organize a meeting 
of all,eM members preserit. We discovered 15 of them beloni 
ing to/different nation~ldelegations. Before a group of 
25 (t~o diocesan priests, four Jesuits and 19 lay people) 
I eXP1~ined the urgency of cooperation on permanent inter­
nation~l basis. All of them agree~ but only one or two 
acceptied the form of a world federation. The idea was too 
new foj~ them and they wanted more time for reflection. 

t. 
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Some days later we had another meeting.' This time we 
were 40 delegates from 16 countries. Cardinal Sracias of 
Bombay had come along with the delegates from India .. He 
addressed the meeting. stressing t~e .need for .greater 
selectivity according to the spirit of Bis Saeculari.A 
proposal was unanimously accepted: to have a meeting of eM 
members on the occa$ionof the E~charistic Cnngresiin Bar 
celona the follow;'ng year, 1952. There .the issue of a. 
world federation \'JOuld be discus.sed ag.ain. 

In Barcelona everyone not only agread, but asked the 
sec'retari.ate in Rome to prepare some Statutes lias soon as 
possible" and to go to Pius XII for approval. The vast 
majority of this gathering were univer~ity students, mem­
bers of the fam9us CM of Fr. Verges. In 1947 they had 
organized an international congress. I was.there with a 
~utc~ ~elegation ..All of us were impressed by the dynamiC 
spirit of these you~g men. No wonder that it wasself-ev! 
dent to them t~ establis~ - finally -a perma~ent interna­
tional ,.c,ontact be~weenthe.groups of the who.le world. 

A draft of the Statutes was sent to all national fede 
rations and secretaria~es. We received manyexpre\sions 
Of agreement and very fewqmendments: ..In the beginning of. 
1953 the proje~t was pres~nted to th~~ Pope. Hjs first 
reaction camE! vfFry soon: he wasextrelle1y pleased and pro 
mised to se.nd a letter of approval. which Vlou19 tnsist 
also on some points of general importance. This letter, 
dated July 2, 1953, begins with this sentence "All who 
know ou~ thoughtf about the mode~n apo6tolate, .know too, 
how dea~ the eM i6 to U6 and how eonee~ned we a~e 69~ it6 
eontb!ual 6pi~iti.Lal g~owth". 
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With this lette,r. the WF was officially founded., 

It ,was the re~ult of a natural growth-process. the 
unifi~ati6n of existing realities: federations and commu­
nities. 

"The WF ha~n.ot lJeenMeated alLti niciaR..1!..y • On the con 
tlLalLy, -it wa~ bOlLn natulLa.e..ey. It: mu~t becoh~idelLed thelLe­
nOlLe mOlLe a~ an. oJt.gani~m than a~ an. olLganizati.on. It ~hou.ed 
attain. it~ goa,.e with a minimum On ~:tlLuctulLe~, in-6pilLed by a 
maximum 06 catho.eic -6pikit. We alLe .eiv-ing in a pelLiod 06 
lLea.e plLob.eem~, but 06ten we comp.eicate the~e plLob.eem-6 by 
an exce~-6 06 olLganization.. The I.t.f mU-6t be -llimp.ee, the 
-6pllLlt 06 OUlL Lady i~ an extlLeme.ey ~lmp.ee one". ("Reflec­
tions on the WF OI 

, General Council Rome 1954). 

, 
On April 13. 1954 Pius XII named Archbishop Joseph 

Gawlina Ecclesiastical Assistant of, the ~lF. t'Jons. Gawlina 
was chief chaplain of the Polish army during the last war 
and lived exiled .in Rome. He died ~uddenly on th~ night of 
21 September 1964 while preparing an intervention for Vat! 
can II on"the duties of Bishops. ~'ons. Gawlina was a great 
and good friend, always ready to d~ whatever we wanted. H~ 

was a strong personality. firm and courageous. but at the 
same time a wonderful example of simple adaptability and 
childlike humility. Our Fed~ration gave him not much plea­

,sure. certainly not honour. but rather much work. troub1es 
and sufferings. 

On June 17. 1965. Paul VI named Bishop Rene Audet from 
Canada as his successor. 
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NEW GENERAL PRINCIPLES 

And now. wha.t will the next step be? 

How to bring peQple together? 

The answer was not diffic~lt. Several countries had 
asked ihesecretari,t, in Rome to organize a. "worJd-wide 
congress" on the occasion of the,Marian year (1954). It 
seemed a good proposal and it could becombined easily with 
the first meeting of the new WF. 

~~Q~1~ _!Q!H~!b~ r _ i!L 8Q.'.1)~ _~~ ~ _!!~~~!:~ 

The congress, organized with the help 6f o~r Italian 
friends, was really marvellous.' An explosion of vitality 
and enthusiasm. ,A magnificent' religious and artistic' mani­
festation. only possible in Rome. It was a great surp'rise 
for many people. Newspapers spoke ofa "historic gathering". 

This' qualification a'pplied 'even more to the modest 
meeting at the Cregoriarr university where the GeneralCoun 
cil of the WF me~ f6r the first time.' This university i~ 

the direct continuation ~f ihe Roman Coll~ge. where Leunis 
began 400 years ago. Could there have been a better place 
in the world to start the WF than here? It was interesting 
and comforting to see how these first delegates understood 
their task immediately. Fully aware oft their independence 
and responsibil ity~ they no longer accepted instructions 
from the secretariate. In charming d;'sorderand imp'rovisa­
tion ~hey ~lanned the meeting a.nd orga.nized the elections 
for an Executive Council. A start had to be made. This was 
just a beginning. formulated in the program as "a starting 
point of world-wide renewal". 
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Newark 1959 was also a combination of a big congress 

with the General Council meeting. But Newark marked a ~on­
siderable step forward. Most of the participants were 
housed on the large campus of Seton Hall university. There 
were greater possibilities for mutual contact, communication 

, 
and sharing than in Rome. The five language groups of the 
congress, subdivided in some seventy small groups, tried 
to find ways of improving an~ ad~ptfng the CM. 

The eli rna teo f the Gen era 1 Co un c i 1 Iva s f u 1 1 0 f pro mi s e . 
A challenging spir~t dominat.ed ~any interventions. Every­
body wanted serious and rapid renewal. Leading delegates 
pursued their aim in all kinds of informal sessions. In 
one,of these meetings, partitularly representative, all 
affirmed their full confidence in the secretariate of Rome 
and charged them to start preparations for new common rules 
without delay. It was the first step toward the Gen~ral 
Principles. 

What Newark wanted was more than justified. Two 
. world-wars had fundamentally transformed human society and 

we were still working with rules of Igl0. Between IgS1 and 

1959 I had traveled a lot and I knew the wishes a.t the base 
only too well. But this was more than just a wish: it was 
a mandate given by an official body. 

I returned to Rome with this mandate, but also with a 
problem. Until now only the General of the Society had the 
power of making new common rules. Thi~ norm was out of 
date after .the foundation of the WF, butjuridi.cally it was 
still valid. 
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I informed Fr. Janssens about the mandate. We did not 

talk about the problem since he, as an eminent scholar in 

carron law, knew it perfectly and much better than anybody 

I else. Buthis reaction ~Ias (as I had expected) "16 aii aglte'e, 
go ahead". Thus he recognized the independence of the WF, 
eight years before the approval of the new juridical struc 
tures. 

Now we co u1d s tar t wit h the pre para t ion 0 f the Gen era 1 

Principles, thanks to the meeting in Newark and thanks to 
the g~eat spirit of Fr_ Janssens. 

Especially since the Congress of Rome in 1954, Fr. 

Janssens had become a fervent ~romoter of the WF. Always 
stimulating, never interfering, he helped us in everything. 
This became very clear in 1962. Article 1 of the Statutes 
says that,the WF has its seat in Rome. In order to assure 
the desired unity between the WF and the Society of Jesus, 
th~ same Statutes state that the person in charge of the 
Jesuit secretariate ~hould be vice-assi~tant of· the WF. It 
wa~ ther,efore qui te norma 1 that t'he seat of the HF shoul d 
find a welcome home in the Jesuit secretariate. On the 
other hand ,this solution was not practical: the problem of 
the cloister! So we had to find a place,. but it was very 
difficult. Then, unexpectedly, a large apartment with 
spe~ial entrance, belonging to the J~suit curia, . became 
free. There were many who wanted it as their office. But 
Fr. Janssens decided "this is for the WF ... " With the 
generous help of a good friend; the whole interior was re­
modeled and re-decorated under the artistic direction of 
Fr. Noyons. It was an ideal place: close to the Vatica~ 

and the city, full contact with t~e Jesuit curia and its 
nu~erous visitors an~ all kinds of services and facilities 
at the disposal of the WF. 
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Fr. Janssens died on October 5. 1964. His successor. 
Fr. Arrupe. elected in 1965. confirmed this arrangement. 
Not only the place is ideal. but also the relation between 
the Jesuits and the WFr 

Hi stori ans and papa 1 documents re·peatedly tell us 
that the rules of the CM are the result of previous expe­
riences. The first groups did not begin·with rules but 
with life. They found their inspiration not in a system 
but in the dynamic spirit of a new religious order. They 
started in 1540. The first set of rules dates from 1574. 

Likewise. the General Principles were not pre-fabri­
cate~ behind a desk. They are the fruit of livi~g expe­
rience. Not only the experience of a long tradition. but 
also the experiencesof new groups allover the world. All 
of them followed the orientation of Pius XII and so there 
began within the CM movement a complete revival of the. 
Exercises. the original SDurce of the auihentic CM. 

In the USA this revival started with the courageous 
experiment of the CM at the John Carroll university in 
Cleveland. In 1951. despite strong opposition. students. 
and young professional people were invited tomake an 8-day 
retreat in silence. Until now this was an exclusive privi­
lege ~or priests and religious. The results were so posi­
tive that the retreat had to be given every year. The exa~ 
ple found imitation all over the States While the number 
of participa~ts grew steadily. In 1959 this Clevlland 
group proposed a 3~-day retreat for the first time. Aga~n 

splendid results! 
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In Europe the revival of the Exercises started rather 
through study and reflection. I'n 1951, Fr. Hugo Rahner.a 
famous expert, conducted a series of conferences on the 
ignatian Exercises and CM, .. for leaders in Austria. Trans­
lated in several languages, these profound considerations 
had an enormous influence on the renewal of the CM every­
where. One'of th~ re~~Jts was that,also in Eur6pe the pra£ 
tice of longer fetreats became wi~espread. 

Traveling' around in th.e'se years I saw centres of rene 
wal n6t o~ly in the United States but also ifl Bel~ium, Ge! 
many, Spa~n. Mexico, Taiwan~ Ja~an lnd India. France even 
had a new national movement Groupes de Vie Chr~tienne, in 
England there was the Cell Movem.ent. in Canada the Centre 
Leunjs and on the continental level ih Europe the Equipe 
Eu~opeehne which did very important and otiginal work. 

Inspi~in~ . and helpful ~as the Europaa~ congress of 
1963~ on the occasion of the fourth ~entenary of theCM. 
Fr~ Giulani presented his. vision on "Th~ Spiritual Exerci­
ses: foundation of the spirituality of the CM" an~ Fr.Ka~l 

Rahner fascinated ~is audience' by exploting the consecra­
tion to Our Lady in depth. 

At the end of 1959 the Secretar-iate in Rome had sent 
out its .first letter to all federations, secretariates and 
centres. this was the beginning"of a written di~logue with 
a movement fully dedicated to the cause of renewal . This 
world-wide consultation went on till 1964. There was a 
continual e",change of experiences, suggestions and propo­
sals between Rofue and the bas~. little by little the mai~ 
features of our General Principles appeared. they were 
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pract~cally ready in 1964 and could have been proposed at 
the General Council ih Bombay in December 1964, But it was 
evident that we had to wait till the end of Vatican II in 
order to present ~he new Principles in its most up-to-date 
form. 

Aft e r B0 mbay I 64 ,it was p 1 ann e d to hold the nex t Gen~ 
ral Council in Latin America. But when Vatican II had 
finished its work and the third world congress fo r the lay 
apostolate was gOing to be convened in October 1967. the 
Executive Council decided to ha~e our Assembly in Rome. im 
mediately after the congress for the lay apostolate. This 
would 'be helpful for'delegates who had to attend both 
meetings. 

The time between 1964 and 1967 was very well used. 
New consultations with several countries produced new 
suggestions and proposals. The draft of the Principles be­
came ever better: short. simple and clear. In these years 
we arrived at a consensus as regards composition and divi­
sion into the Preamble and three parts. 

The Preamble is much more than just an introduction. 
It is the centre. the core of everything, the heart of the 
matter. Here all what has to be said. is said in a very 
concise way. Part I is a first concretisation: a concen­
tric circle around the Preamble. ?art II is a still more 
de.tailed concretisoti.on: another concentric circle around 
Preamble and Part I. Part III, the juridical norms. is the 
last concretisation, the last ci.rcle. Also the juridical 
norms have to be lived in the spirit of the Preamble. the 
spirit of love. 
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It is true that the draft, completed in 1967, was the 
r~sOlt of permanent consultati6n. Nevertheless the last 
version was ~ri'tten in Rome. This is why the ExeCut4ve 
Council decided to invite one delegate from each nation to 
a meeting previous'to the Gen.eral Counci 1. There the text 
was studied line by line and revised in accordance with 
everyone's wishes. After two days the draft to be submitted 
to the General Council was prepa~ed. 

In the meeti ng of the Gene ra 1 Counci 1, held in Domus 
Pacis, 140 delegates ,from 38 countries had to vote. Among 
them were 62 who had participated in the congress for the 
lay apostolate. It was ~ again - a historit event. For th~ 
first time in CM histor.y, a:world community formulated its 
own documents. Thirty~three amendments of the draft were 
proposed and debated but of these 10 were approved for 
inclusion in the final text. Number 7, dealing withserv­
ice was changed almost entirely. After voting in each 
single 'tem of the Principles and Statutes, the Assembly, 
towards the close of the third day, approved the whole 
draft unanimously. An unforgettable moment, moving and 
full of joy. A well·prepared and long desired renewal was 
accomplished the re~birth of a movemen~. "almost a new 
be.ginning", 

Indeed, Rome ~67 marked the beginnJng of a new evolu­
tion: new General Principles. new Statutes, a new name for 
the movement and a new name forthe international magazine, 
new juridical norms recognizing the independence of the WF 
which from now on is {.tself, instead of the Prima Pri.maria, 
the bond. of uni ty and the 'gua'rantor of its authenticity, 
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In 1968, ~~arch 25, Pope Paul VI 'confirmed'the'renova­
tion "ad experimenturn" for three years. On ~lay 31st, 1971 
the renovation was definitely confi~med. {9} 

NEW NAt1E 

A month after the confirmation by the H6ly See, one 
of the leading spirituality magazines in Germany published 
an ~rticle in which the Gene~al Prin~iples were highly 
praised as an example of aggiornamento; The author, with­
out knowing it. formulated iri a new way the main reason 
why the name CM was ch6nged into CLC. He writes: nAll 
.thof.,e who ha.ve J..een .the lLec.en.tly publ.Lohed Ge:nelLitl PlLinc.i­
ple6 will 6.{.nd a din 6.{.c.uUy in believing .tha.t behind .them 
lief., .the. CM. No.t only .the ex.telLnal nOlLm and iiomenc.la.tulLe 
0n.thif., doc.umen.t, bu.t ef.,pec.ially .t~e ideaf." alLedlame.tlLic.­
ally 0pp0f.,ed .to .the known image on ".the CM. A lLenoya.tion on 
glLea.t f.,.tyle haf., .t~ken plac.e he~en:{lO} 

If the image of the CM suggests a reality which is so. 
completely different from the best groups, which have re­
ne~ed themselves in accordance with the original inspira­
tion," then thename C~'l is no longer appropriate. It creates 
wrong ideas, misunderstanding and confusion. Thi~ name has 
become not a help for better service but an obstacle. It 
has to be changed, atleast in those places where con~usion 
is created. 

This is why in t'he last 30 years so many groups have 
changed thdir name. Even national movements did it. After 
the foundation of the UF the question was discussed Oii the 
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internat;onalleve.l. In Newark (1959), in Rcrme(Europe 
Congress, 1963}, an~ very strongly in Bombay (1964) and 
during the European ~eeting of professinna1 People (1965); 

In the General Council-of Rome (1967) ~he same ques­
tion was again put on the agenda., This time several new 
names were proposed but did not find a majority. Among the 
proposed names three involved versions of "Chris'tian Life", 
a name adopte~ in France ten years ago and used also in 
other countries. The riame·CLCwas never used before 1967. 
It came spon,taneously from the floor an!! gained immediate­
ly the de~tding majori.ty. Afterwards the Assembly decided 
explicit~y that. the new name was the name of the WI but it 
should not be imposed on any federation or group. In the 
Rome meeting 13 countries voted against the change ·of name. 
Today, all of them. except one, call themselves CLC. 

Sometimes the objection is made: . in this new name 
there is .nothing specific, every Christian community can 
call itself CLC.It is true that'the CLC"s do not want to 
practice all kinds of particular things~ They simply live 
the Gospel but in a very special .way: totally and radical­
ly in the spirit of the Ignatian Exercises. This is cer­
tainly a specific characteristic. 

Another more serious objection: some people blame us 
that we are lessening the love forOur Lady. Such assertion 
makes me 'always sad. It is terrible if you hear: nyou 
don I t love your mother wi th .. yourwhole heart". Let me re,. 
peat'whatI have said and written on many other occasions. 
If it were trUe thtt the new name would lessen,the love 
for Our Lady or if it were true that we are no' longer 
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faithful to the Mariari character Of our movement, then our 
e~tire effort ~f renovation would be a horrible mistake. A 
decrease in the love for ~1ary is desired by no one. !~hat 

all 'delegates in Rom~ wanted was a deeper, more interior 
love for r"ary~ During the preparation of the General'Prin­
ciples many have aske-d for a newi'nspiration. a more solid 
orientation. They want a warm and profound personal love 
for their ~other, a love which never lessens but grows 
always to~~ther with the love for the Son. All our efforts 
aimed at the growth of the authentic, original spirit of our 
association w h ; chi s essentially r1 aria n . The new Principles 
expressed in the new name are exactly what the v~~t major­
ity of our members wanted. In these Principles Our Lady is 
present much more than in any of ,the previ ous common rul es. 
She is present everywhere. inseparably uhited with Christ 
who is in the ,center of the CLC. She is presantas she is 
present in the Ignatian Exercises. specific source of the 
CLC way of l~fe. She is present astshe is present in the 
docum~nts of Vatican II, not isolated Or taken out of the 
context, but integrated in the totality of the salvation 
history. She is present as she is present in the Gospel, 
giving precedence to her Son. 

NEW DEVELOPMENTS AFTER 1967 

The orientations given by Pius XII in 1948. have pro~ 
en to be most practical and effective. In his Consiitution 
he insisted strongly on the Ignatian charism and on the 
absolute priority of the Spiritual EXercises. Already 20 
years ago I had written on the occasion of the Newark meet 
ing : "The mo~t impo~tant 6aet we ~ee today ... ia that the' 
eM ia con~ide~ed to be again what it had been in the begi~ 
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ning ~he continuation and the p~actical application in 

. daily li6e 06 the Ignatian Exe~cl~e6". 

This evolution made continuous progress. With the im­
plementation of the General Principles after 1967, it 
r~ached new dimensions. Thanks to the personally'guided 
retreats and the formation courses. the typical pedagogy of 
the Exercises has been rediscovered. It has become clear 
that CLC members and communities have'a very sp~cial voca~ 

tion. T~ey are called to ~ particular way o~ life. which 
opens and disposes them to whatever God wishes in each co!!, 
crete situation of their daily existence. This way of life 
presupposes, on the personal and on the. com'munity level, 
permanent discernment,. continual disponibility~ tota~ int! 
gration. Everybody who has some experience, knows that the 

,consequences of this vocatJon are extremely demanding. I 
cannot go iotodetails. In the March 1979 issue of PROGRES 
SID, Jose Gsell tells us more about it. Nobody is more 
competent to write this article. 

Some other .important facts could be mentioned. First 
of all. ,the growing presence ,a,nd activity on the interna­
tional level. This began in 1957 when the WF became a mem­
ber of the Conference of the International Catholic Organ! 
zations. All these organizations belong to the non-gover!!, 
mental organizations (.NGO)~which can .have a consuTtative 
voice in one or more of the United Nations ,ins.titutions in 
New York, Geneva, Paris and Rome. On April 24. 1975 the WF 
was granted consultative status with the ICOSOC (~conomic 

and. Social Council). 
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AnotHer joyful reality is the growing p~esence of 
youth. At the Rome meeting in 1967 practically all dele­
gates were adults. In Augsburg 1973 the number of young 
dynamic people wa.s striking. In Manila 1976 they charac­
terized the whole Assembly: almost all national delegations 
had a yout~ delegate of ages between 18-25. These yo~ng 

p~ople asked for a sp~cial youth' assistant in the WF. Last 
year this assistant was named. 

One.final observation is to note the' interest and the 
active presence of many Jesuits on all levels: local, 
national 'and international. They appreciate the CLC much 
more than they ever esteemed the 01. This is not surprising, 
In the CLC they recognize very clearly their own way of 
life which was hardly possible in the CM. This gr6wing 
presence of Jesuits does not mean that they direct the CLC 
movement. The WF is independent of the Society of Jes~s. 
Jesuit~ assi~t, help and try to give some inspiration. 

But it is also true that today, more than ever before, 
lay people inspire Jesuits. They have understood (some­
times better than we~ Jesuits) the experience of Ignatius, 
as they have under~tood so well the attitude of Our Lady's 
fiat. They have only'one aspiration: to grow in faith and 
in love. They want to grow in ieeing the Reality, th~ 

divine Presence, working, loving, revealing Himself in all 
things, inviting us tontinuously to live and to live in 
abundance. They have accepted 'his invitation to receive 
at every moment·the fire of Jesus and to communicate 'it to 
others. 
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LETTER OF CONFIRM~TIDN 
================== 

Sec4eta4iate 06 State 
N. 106352 

The Vati~an, 25 Ma4~h 1968 

A6te4 the meeting 06 the Gene4a.t Counc.i.t 06 the trMtd 
Fede4ation 06 C.M.hetd in Rome on Oc.tobe4 19-21, 1967, the 
.oec.4eta4iate 06 yO.U4 Fede.4atioH )"e.ltt to the. S ec.4eta4iate 
06 State 06 Hi)" Hotine&~a4eque&t 604 app40bation by the 
Hoty Fathe4 06 the new Gel1e4a.t P4inc.ip.te~, which a4e de.6­
tined to,4ep.tac.e the Common Ru.te~(;6 1910, and the new 
Statute& 06 the u.o4.td Fede4ation. 

In the de.6i4e to bette~ ~e4ue·the Chu4c.h - 4.6 it ha.6 
been explained to u~ - and in 04de4 to 4enew thei4 a~.60ci4 
tion acc04dil1g to the ~pi4it and the n04m& 06 vatican Coun 
cit II, the me.mbe4~ 06 the D04td Fede4ation 06 C.M~ 
4eatized the n££d to p40pd~e to the app40bation 06 theHo.ty 
See. ~eue4a.t m'Odi6ication6, 06 which· ~ome ahe. 6undamenta.t, 
~o that thei4 M~ociation, whi.te con~e4uing 6aith6ut.ty the 
authentic 4iche~ 06 -i.t~ t4ad-i.t-i.on, woutd be tibte to con~e­
c4at.e -i.tH.t1 w-i.th g4eate4 ~impUc-i.ty and e 66-i.cacy to the 
~eJr.u-i.ce 06 God and 06 men -i.n the w04ld 06 today. Th-i..6 
4eque~t wa.6 the 4e~utt 06 de.tibe4at-i.on.6 pu4.6ued oue4 a 
pe4iod 06 ~eue4a.t yea4~. 

Some 06 the.6e p40p0.6a.t.6 touch uPQn cehta-i.n n04m.6 06 
the Apo.6to.t-i.c. COH.6titut-i.ol1. Bissaeculari p4pmu.tgated by 
Pope P-i.u.6 XII on Septembe4 27, 1948 (AAS, 40, .. 1948 Pg. 393 
ss). Thi.6 cOHAtitut-i.on d-i.d not 104.6ee the 60uHdation 06 
th~ If04.td Fede4at-i.on, . whi,ch took p.tac.e in 1953, n04 the 
con~eq~ent jU4-i.d-i.cat e66ect~ which 4e.6u.tted 640m it. F40m 
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that tJ..me on the tAadiLioHa£ ·~.Utuctulte~ con6iltme.d by the 
Conf.,titutJ..on Bis saeculari have lJ..t:U.e by lJ..ttle lO-6t 
theilt oltiginal f.,igni~icance. 

AgaJ..n in the f.,ame de-6ilte 06 bettelt -6e,ltvic.e, the paltti 
cipantf., at the meeting 0.6 the Geneltal CouneLl cho-6e to 
adopt the name 06 "World Federation of Christian Life Com­
munities". being convinced that thif., title bettelt explained 
the Iteality and the inteltnal dynamif.,m 06 theilt a-6-6ociation 
without Itemoving any 06 it~ -6peci6ic element-6. 

The-6e Geneltal PltinciDle-6 and Statute-6have bee~ the 
-6ub~ect of.. diliaent examinat,ion on the Daltt o~' the Holy 
See. And I am happy now to be able to commun,icate to you 
the con6iltmation and the appltobation 601t thltee yealt-6 ad 
experimtmtum by HJ..-6 Ho.,uneu Pope Paul VI 06 the.6e docu­
ment.6 con60ltming to the text-6 annexed to the. plte-6 ent lettelt. 
All the pltevio U.6 ltule-6 and plte~ cltiptio nf., which alte co ntltalty 
to the.6e Geneltal PltihcJ..pleJ., and new Statutef., afte by thi-6 
act abltogated. 

I Itejoice al-6o to be able to communJ..cate thif., appltoba 
tion to you on the Fea.6t 06 the AnnunciatJ..on, tltaditiona! 
6ea-6t 06 the Sodalitie-6 thltoughout ,the wOltld and the my~­
telty which 6ltom the beginning ha-6 .6ummed up theilt -6piitit 
and even noW inf.,pJ..lte.6 the new Gene)l.al Pltinciplef.,. May the 
&ef.,f.,ed Viltgin inf.,pilte the membelt-6 06 IjOUIt Fedeltation to 

an alway.6 molte geneltouf., willingnef.,f., to g~ve them-6elveJ." 
evelt Iteady to liJ.,ten and to accept the koltd 06 God in the 
dJ..veltf.,e ciltcum-6tancef., 06 l,ine. 

Pleaf.,e accept, VOUIt Excellency, the af.,-6ultance 06 my
entilte and devoted good wiJ.,he.6 in QUit Loltd. 

A. G. Cardinal CICOGNANI 

His E~cellency, Msgr. Rene AUDET 
Ecclesiastical Assistant 
World Federation of Christian Life Communities 
Rome 
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S e.c.Jr..e.taJr..Y 06 State. 
N~ 182839/S1. 

Vatic.an, May 3.1, 1971 

VouJr.. Exc.e.lle.nc.y, 

A6te.Jr.. the. me.e.ting 06 the. Ge.ne.Jr..al Counc.il 06 the. ~oJr..ld 
Fe.de.Jr..ation 06 ChJr..i~tian Li6e. Commun~tie.~, he.ld at Santo 
Vomingo Augu~t 11-15, 1970, the. Se.c.Jr..e.taJr..iat 06 the. Fe.de.Jr..a­
tion, in ac.c.oJr..danc.e. with AJr..tic.le. 18 06 the. Statute.~, 
Jr..e.que.~te.d the. appJr..oval 06 the. Se.c.Jr..e.taJr...i.atoo State. 60Jr.. 
~ome. ame.ndme.nt~ to the. Ge.ne.Jr..al PJr..inc.iple.~ and to the. Sta­
tute.~ whic.h we.Jr..e. adde.d on that oc.c.a~ion. 

The.~e. ame.ndme.nt~ we.Jr..e. ~tudie.d c.aJr..e.6ully by thi~ 066ic.e., 
whic.h al~o ~ubmitte.d the.m to the. Holy Fathe.Jr.. ooJr.. hi~ c.on~i 
de.Jr..alion. 

On thi~ Mbje.c.t, 1 ha~te.n to in60Jr..m you that the. 
c.hange.~ pJr..opo~e.d in the. 6oa-owing aJr..tic.le.~ have. be.e.n 
appJr..ove.d : 

I... ) 

F.i.nally, 1 am happy to in60Jr..m VouJr.. Exc.e.lle.nc.y tha,t the. 
Holy Fathe.Jr.. ha~ c.o~6iJr..me.d and give.ri d~oiRitive. appJr..oval 
60Jr.. the. Ge.ne.Jr..al PJr..inc.iple.~ and the. Statute.~ 00 the. ~oJr..ld 
Fe.de.Jr..ation 06 ChJr..i~tian uo'e. Communitie.~ Il.faJr..ian CongJr..e.ga­
tiOM). In doing ~o, he. c.onve.y~ hi~ Sathe.Jr..ly de.~iJr..e. thi1;t 
nOJr..m~ the.Jr..e. c.ontaine.d ma~ be. 60Jr.. the. me.mbe.Jr..~ 06 the. Fe.de.Jr..a 
tion an impoJr..tant me.an~ in maQing the.iJr.. c.ommitme.nt.ana 
the.iJr.. witne.~~ 06the. ChJr..i~tian li6e. e.60e.c.tive. in the. ~oJr..ld. 

1 gladly u~e. thi~ oc.c.a~ion to a~~uJr..e. you 06 my high 
Jr..e.gaJr..d. 

G. Cardinal VILLOT 

To His Excellency Bishop Rene Audet 
Ecclesiastical Assistant of the 
World Federation of Christian Life Communities 
Borgo Santo Spirito, 8 ROHA 
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ADDRESS OF PAUL VI to the £~ecutive.Councrl 
January 15. 1972. : 

Vea~ Son6 and Vaughte~,s, 

The U:o~ld Fede~ation 06 Ch~i,stian U6e: Cotnll1unitie6 
which you ~ep~e6ent .£.6 well-known to the Holy See, a,s you 
a~e al~eady aWa~e. JU6t~~cently we had the·oppo~tunlty to 
examine andap~~ove the ~evi6ed Gene~al P~lnciple4 and 
Statute.s 06 you~ g~oup. Soit i,s with joy that we Me 
~eceivl~g 60~ a ,sho~t time thi4 mo~ning the membe~,s 06 the 
Executive Council, with thei~ p~e,sldent, M~.Roland Ca.(.cat. 

Ye,s, ..we encou~age you with all ou~ hea~.t to keep on 
with what 16, in oux eye,s, a top-p~io~ity goal in th~ 
Chu~ch 06 today: the 604ming 06 ,solip Ch~i,sUan pe~,sonal­
itie,s, whointeg~ate the 6uUneu 06 thei~ human li6e and 
thei~ va~led~e:,spon,sibLUtie,s with a continually deepel1.itig 
6pi~.uual li6e. 

The mean6 you u6e to do thi6 ,seem to u,s ,simple, ,su~e 
and e66ective, .e.ae the Spi~itual Exe~ci,su 06 St. Ignatiu,s, 
6~om which you d~aw you~ In,spi~ation; meditation on the 
~~d 06 God, on ~he doct~ine and 6aith ,set 60~th by th~ 
Chu~ch; p~aye1t, pe~,sonal and comf.i.nita~ian; the ,sea~ch 60~ 
GOd '6 will in the event6 'which a~e H.e6 ,sign,s to U6, done 
with the help 06 6pi~itual di~ection and 06 that b~othe~ly 
exchange that you make u,se 06.Ln you~ 'commUl1.itie6 06 
Ch~L6tian li6e '; 6~equent pa~.UcipaUon in the ,sac~ament6, 
e6pecially the' Eucha~i,st; an o~ganic bond with you~ aui,s­
tant6; and, in line with the o~igin 06 1J0u~ movement, you~ 
eye6 tu~ned a..twaY6 towa~d6 Ma~y, ou~ example 06 di6ponibi­
lity in he~ coope~ation with the wo~k 06 the Saviou~. 

V~inklng 6~om ,such ,sp~ing6 and 6aith6ul to ,such 
demand6, you a~e ~eady to g~owin theli6e 06 6aith and to 
become authentlc,wltne66e6 06 the G06pel in today 6 wo~ld' 
by a c..onc~ete, well-adapted and e66ective commitment, in 
line with what the ~ecel1t Council called 60~. A6 the p~o­
g~a.m 06 you~ cu~~ent meeting make6 clea~, you want to COI1­
t~ibute, on KOu~ pa~t, to the development 06 the whole man 
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and 66 all men. And you &how a conce4n 604 th~young which 
we alLe glad to &ell.. Mrty thei4 9ene4o&itlj 6ind in thecaU 
06 Ch4i&:t ;the living Wct;te4 which quenche& ;thei4 ;thi41>;t and 
;the 6i4e 06 love which 1>e;t1>a6lame ;thei4 ac;tion. 

In ;thi1> immen&e 6ield 06 ac;tion which i1> ;the ChU4ch, 
you 6eel a &en1>e 06 1>0Iida4i;ty wi;th ;tho1>e who devo;te :them­
.6.elve.6 ;to ;the apo1>;tola;te acc04ding ;to o;the4 me:;thod1> in 
;thei4 aocial milieu, &0 a-6 ;to pene;t4a;te i;t1> men;tali;ty and 
~;t4uc;tu4e1> wi;th ;the G01>pel yea&;t 06 jua;tice and peace. Ue 
u4ge you ;to pu;t in;to p4ac;tice ;tha;t p4eoccupa;tion which we 
no;tice wi;th joy in you4 Gene4al P4inciplM : '&enae 06 ;the. 
ChU4Ch'. Vea4 1>on& and daugh;te4&, keep ;thi.6 deep a66ec;tion 
and 6ideli;ty ;to ;the ChU4Ch, ;thia openne4.6 ;tohe4 pa6;to4al 
p4ojec;t.6, ;thi1> in6e4;tion in;to ;the eccle6ial communi;tiea 
06 which you a4e pa4;t. FAing;to ;thia wha;t i.6 pMhapa mo&.t 
cha4ac.te4ia.t,iu 06 you a c.on.tinual"4e601t.t .to .the well­
6p4inga 66 Ch4i6.t and lii6 paac.hal mY6.teltlj, 6ollowing in .the 
pa.th 06 Ma4Y. In exp4eaaing.the6e de~l4e&, we give you, 
and .tho6e wham you 4ep4eaen.t he4e be604e U6 .thi6'mo4ning, 
wi.th all OU4 hea4;t, ou4 6a.the4ly ap06.tolic. ble&1.ing. 
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,From the Vatican. August 6. 1976 

r~r. President. 

The Holy father has received with joy the news that 
the Christian Life Communities will soon be celebrating
their General Assembly. preceded by a formation course. He' 
has given me the agreeable mission of transmitting his en-, 
couragement to the leaders, organizers and participants of 
these important days. 

The framework and the progra~ you have chosen to giv~ 
this gathering are, in themselves, very significant. 

You have. in fact, chosen to gather in one of those 
countries whose people are "engaged with all thei/t e.ne/tgy 
in ,the. e660/tt and ¢t/tuggle to ove./tcome. e.ve./tything which 
conde.mn¢ the.m to It.e.main on the. ma/tgin 06 li6e.", to use the 
very words of the Apostolic Exhortation "Evangelii Nuntian 
din (n. 30). You are thus deliberately putting yourselve~ 
in living contact with the p6verty and the desire for inte 
gral development that marks today the life of millions ~T 
persons in the entire world. In so doihg you,affirm that 
the Christian life. willed. sought and lived by your commu 
nities. does not shut their eyes to the serious problem~ 

Mr. Roland Calcat 

President 

World Federation of 


, Christian Life Communities 
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that torture an immense part of humanity. Quite th.e con­
tr~ry, it rev~als that only q true brotherhood, fashioned 
by love is able to-provide ~ solution to the "6lag~ant 
inequalitie.o in development" (see Letter, "Octagesima Adve 
niens~, n.2), ,the· uunde.oe~ved ha~d.ohip" (see Encyclicali 
"Rerum Novarum" and "Populorum Progres'sio", n. 9), the trou 
bles C\nd disorders that are today an open wound in the 
side of humanity. 

On the other hand,you have prefaced your sessions 
with long and intense days. They are days marked at one 
and the same time by a burning search for the Absolute, 
God, in the school of St. Ignatius of Loyola, bY'reflection 
and serious study of key questions, by modestly learning
the best means to announce the Gospel to the men of our 
time, bjthe lively ~nd ~oncrete experience of that commu­
nity life which enters into the very. definition of your
association and which is its dynamo and its inspiration. 

In interpreting the deep concern and the most enthu­
siasti~ good wishes of the Holy Father, would like to 
suggest to you ~ome majnrorientations. 

The first has to do with the need 6o~ a .oolid 6o~m~­
.tion. lhe active and effective presence of lay persons, as 
you know, has never ceased to bd felt in the Church from 
its beginning.' Proof of this is'the list of th6se who col 
laborated with the Apostle Paul (see Acts 18:18; Rom. 16: 
J~16: 2 Tim 4:19 ff.l. Nevertheless this presence ha.s in 
these last years, and espeCially'since Vatican Council II 
(see Constitution "Lumen Gentium", chap. 4; Decr!S!e "Apos­
tolicam Actuositatem": "Ad Gentes"; nn.17 and 21),
acquired a scope,.- significance and features more and more 
remarkable. There, without doubt, is one of the marks. of 
the Church in our tim~. Now experience shows th~t the more 
that the laity take on responsibilities within the eccle­
sial community or as Christians in the vlorld, the more 
they need to be formed for the tasks they will be called 
on to carry out (see "ApostolicamActuositatem"" nn.~8-32) .• 
At bottom there is question, obviously, of as deep as pos­
sible a human formation. But~~his needs to be accompanied 
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and enlightened by a Christian formation that, in order to 
be integral, will take place on different levels, doctrin­
al, spiritual and apostolic. 

The second. gui del i ne . concerns .1..nt..£ll1dclj wLth Gad. 
There is nO apostle except one who knows Jesus Christ, and 
this not by notions that are more or. less intellecfua.l, but 
by relationships that are personal and permanent. For those 
to w'hom you speak about the Lord will not believe you un­
less you speak as a witness, as a friend. as a confidant 
(see Exhortatic;m Nuntiandi", nn. 41 and 76; 
Discourse of Paul VI to members of the Council of the 
Laity~ October 2, .1975). rhe spiritual, life lived at 
Baguio during these days should not cease with the close 
of the Assembly but be prolonged in your daily life. 

The last guideline completes in some ,JaYs the preceding 
ones: whatever happens, Ite.ma,[n me.n and wome.n 06 the. Chu.lteh. 
That means, keep the spirit of the Church, sufferor rejoice
with the grief and joys of the Church. listen to the 
Church, but above all, love the Church (see, among others; 
the discourse of Paul. VI to the general audience of July 21, 
1976). Love her with a love that is spontaneous, simple, 
joyous~ open as is the love for one's mother. To carry out 
now and always her mission, to be able to render to the 
world her service of salvation, to be truly a place for 
the communion of men among themselves and for that of human 
ity with God, the ChUrch needs to be loved. Now this lovi 
is, today, often withered by criticism, tontestation, 
reservations. To love the Church means above all not to 
rend her unity and therefore carefully to mdintain union 
with her pastors, the symbol~ and the architects of unity,
and in particular with the universal Pastor who is the 
successor of Peter. 

At the end of his Apostolic Exhortation "Evangelii 
Nuntiandi"~ the Holy Father chose to evoke Mary, the star 
of evangelization (n. 82). It is she who contemplated in 
the depths of her heart the mystery of her Son (see Luke 
2:19 and 51), she who received the firJt outpouring of the 
Spirit of Pentecost (Acts 1:14), she who assisted in a 
motherly way the missionary work of the Twelve at the 
Church's dawll. She is by a special title linked to your 

- 63 



Communities, whichforrnerly bore her name. Do not let any­
thing of her ~resence ~nd her inspiration be lost in your
activity of evangelization. 

Such are the encouragements and the hopes that I am 
happy to address to YOU, the President of the World Federa 
tion, on the part of the Holy 'Father. They are sent to' 
you, ta your immediate collaborators, to your ecclesiastic 
al assistants, to all theparticipatns of the Assembly oT 
Baguio, but also to each of the Christian life Communities 
scattered throughout the world. To all af you His- Holiness 
sends, as a pledge of an ever more fruitful apostolC!te, his 
special Apostolic Benediction. .. 

Be assured, Mr. President, of my most .sincere regards
in Our lord. 

J. Ca~d£nat VILLor 
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ADDRESS OF PAUL VI to the Executive Council 
29 December 1976 

Vea~ Son~ and Vaughte~~, 

,(t'e a~e happy to me.e.t tl1\? ne.w Ex.e.cutive. Council 01 
you.~ Fe.de~atio n, elected atthe Gene.~al A~ ~ e.mbly 06 &g uio I 
in the Philippi~e~, la~t ~umme~. On that occa~ion we. 
t~an~mitte.d to you ou~ encou~agemeat and ~ome e.~~ential 
guideline~. Ke.e.p on aiming at a ~olid doct~il1al, ~pi~itual 
and apo~tolic 60~mation. Thi~ will make it po~~ible ~o~ 
you. to be. authe.ntic witne~~e.~ 06 the Lokd in a wo~ld that 
doe~ not know him : ~The light ~hine.~ in the. da~kne.~~~, 
Ch~i~tma~night ~epeat~ to u~. In the ~ame way, maintain 
con-!>tantly that intimate. ~elatioMhip with the. Lo~d that 
he. ex.pect~ 6~om hi~ 6~ie.nd~ like. Ma~y who "ke.pt and medi­
tate.d all the-!>e. th.tng~ ,in he.lL he.a~t~. La.6tty, love the. 
Chu~ch, make he~ love.d, ~e~ve he.~ a~ a mothe.~: think and 
6e.e.e. with the Chu~ch, you.~ Statu.te~ -!>ay. Tell all the. mem­
be~-!> 06 the Itb~ld Fede.~at,ion 06 ChL6tian U6e. Communitie.~ 
again 06 the hope. that the. Chu.~ch place~ in tltei~ apo~to 
late. You~ ze.al will be. all the. -!>t~onge~ and you~ ~adiant 
in6lue.nce mo~e. ce4ta.in, the. mo~e. that the.y have. a~ a ba~i~ 
that b~othe.~ly ~ha~ing that you~ 'g~oup~ encou~age. And may 
theVi~gin Ma~y, whom we conte.mplate. in a ~pe.cial way at 
thi-!> Ch~i~tma~ -!>e.a-!>on, help you. to give a we.lcome. to he~ 
Son and to p~e~e.nt him to the wo~ld! ((ith ou~ Apo~tolic 
. Bene.dictio n. 
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