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F 0 R E W OR B

N1thout being one of those "hzstor1c events“,ment1oned
by the author, the following text should be g1ven special
attention in our movement, since it fulfils in a brilliant
way a long—cherished and universal desire. ‘

He encounter here the mystery of the transm1ssxon of

a spirit, still more the mystery of or1g1ns and creations,
which suddenly appear according to a word of the mystic An
gelds Silesius "There is no why for a rose",according also

. to the word of Jesus "Nobody knows from where ~the Spirit
comes". Since He comes from the depths of God from the mys
tery of his Prov1dence and his designs, from the mystery of
his choice. )

In fact,thé movement which inspires us today with its
energy, whose breath is spreading over the whole earth,the
insc}utable plan to 1ift up a world,the re-birth of a spir
it which was weakened, all this plunges us ‘into stdpefée-
tion and surprise. '

After all, what are four centur1es in the immensity
of the future? It was 11ke yesterday, in stormy times of
the Church and after many adventures, Tike Abraham"without
knowing where he was going", that a small roasque knight
founded the Society of Jesus, dreaming to conquer for
»Christ the whole world. It was like yesterday that a young
Jesuit Leunis, through-an original and very modern initia-
tive, assoctated lay-people to the -apostolate of the
Church, inviting them to consacrate all that is human and
to sanctify all “"profane” activities.




To Father PauTuséen, we owe a deep debt of gratitude
for having given us, in a few fascinating. pages, the possi
biﬁity of retracing the flowering of a humble plant of
which we are today some branches; the dramatic story of a

plant that was pruhed and then burst forth into new 1ife.‘
Yes, God does well what He does, for that is how He works,

"gently and strongly" always, with power but respecting hu
man freedom and in accordance with the 1inescapable 1law
that 1ife passes through death.

We are also grateful to the autor, that he made his
story so alive; especially that he approaches the present
time,interspersing his own memories with:objective events.
One is reminded here a little of the Acts of the Apostles,
where Luke suddenly intervenes personfally 1in the epic of
.Paul and, for example,recalls the details of the shipwreck
of Malta. It could not have been foreseen that a modest
chaplain of Holland would be snatched from his tasks "and

-placed on the public scene to leave his mark ~on the ®
events. ‘ ‘

However, this is what happened. But the optimism and
even the humour of the story make us guess what 1is some-
what hidden: the difficulties and struggles, the uﬁceftaig
ties and énxieties, the impatient waitindg for the "song of
to-morrow"; mystery again of the Spirit who uses human ins
truments to obtain his aims. \

‘We can also guess that the Fadical ~ transformations
which one day would appear, were the result of intense pra
yer; prayer of those engaged, prayer of the whole Church
and above all the prayer of a Woman often mentioned, the
Virgin Mary. ’

B




" Yes, the value of this story is.that it~illustrates
in a particular line of history, the fidelity of God in ac
complishing his work, according to the décisiVe words - of
Jesus "It has to be...". It is the mysterious logic of his
action which - always Paschal -, in order to succeed, uses
problems and pain,-errors, even faults and the Vapéthy of
people. And st¥l1l, his action unlocks situations, opens ho
rizons and renews continuously all creation,.hiding itself
while it has conducted everything.

~ And here we are now before -the beginning of our work,
or rather before the ocean of the future, called personnal
ly and in fraternal community to the transformation of a
world, to the creation of a future which is truly human.We
are very small indeed, but we are carried by the breath of
the Spirit who fills us with hope.

. Thanks to our past, thanks to our dead who live in us,
_everything is possible and the future will be what we make
of”it, We are only happy,using our brief Tife=time, to._sew
some seed in the furrows of our fathers.Following the word
of Isaiah, our movement is still a "frail plant” and it is
possible that it may_ have to face again further storms. As
Fr. Paulussen undérlﬁnes it,it is not so much on the struc
tures that we have to rely - however necessary they be -
but on the vitality of the organism and on the liberty of
the Spirit. : :

Beyond the‘past thresholds, other stages await. us of
which we can foresee that they will be 1ike our predeces~
sors experienced: dramatic events ahd struggles, but also.
.achievements and the fulfilment of God's promises. .

For what was, for what is, especially for what will
be, may the Cod of love be praised. '

PROGRESSIO
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"I ‘came to cast {§ixe
on earth,.." (Lk 12:49)

INTRODUCTION

This Supplement is an answer to many requests.Already
years ago some friends have asked for it. They especially
wanted inside information about the brig%ns of the World
Federationv(NF). More reteht1y I several times met people
who wishéd to know why and how the Congregatio Mariana(CM)*
was changed into the Christian Lifé Community (CLC);QkLast
,yéar the Executive Council of the WF asked me to write a
Supplement on this subject.

Since it s impossible to understand what follows
without knowing at least the main lines of a 1dnger histo~-
ry, we have to go back to the okigins,of the Society'of
Jesus. The first chapter deals with some essential infor-
mation about the CM in the period between the foundation
of the Society of Jesus and its suppress1on in 1773. A
second chapter g1ves as br1ef1y as p0551b1e, the most im-
portant ‘events of the, fo11ow1ng years till theprom&]gat1on
of the Apostolic Const1tut1on "Bis Saeculari” (1948) In
the 1ight of this nutghe]] history, all new developments
will become meaningful and clear. Thislis the content of
the third chapter. I tell the facts simply as I have lived
them

o If a pat1ent reader has f1nwshed th1smodest pamph]et
he will understand why I fully agree withKarl Rahner, where
he writes shortly after the last session of Vatican II

*

In English-speaking countries usually called Soda]ities
of Our Lady. ‘ : '




"IR‘ chadistian apéni{uaﬁity\eua/cannofld{vide‘the ofd and

the new into vanious parnts. The reason s that what is
new  is  authentic only 44 4f presenves what £s ofd, and

what is obd netaiins its vitality only <4 it is Lived 4in a

new way”. (1)

A]so'thevdé1egates of the WF, who voted in 1967 for
the new name and the dew GeneranPrinciples, apparently
agreed with this opinion. For in the letter of confirma-
tion by the Holy See we read : ‘”In the desine of betten
service, the panticipants o4 the Genenal Council chose to
adopt the name 04 tonld Fedenation o4 Christian Life Com-
munities, being convinced that this title betten explained
the neality and the infennal dynamism 04 thelr asscciation,
without nemoving any 04 its spécific efements”,

Finally, one can qUestion why there are so few names
mentioned of persons engaged in the CLC to-day. It is
true, a number of priests, men, women, youth and many Je-
suits could have been mentioned. But the list would become
too long and in such cases there 1is always the danger of
embarrassing omissions. Evérybody will understand me if I
recall with deep gratitude only five lay people who have
given, each of them in a very personal way, an important
contribution in preparing the way for the CLC movement, as
it is today. They are ; José Ignacio lLasaga from Cuba,
first president of the WF (1954-1959), his three successors,
Antonio Santacruz from Mexico(1959-1964), Eric Mathias from
India (1964-1970), Roland Calcat from France {1970-1976)
and Edythe Westenhaver from the U.S.A., first executive
sécretary (1965-1970). '

. L. P.

Rome, 8§ May 1979.
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A LAY MOVEMENT INSPIRED BY IGNATIUS OF LOYOLA

1773

1540






THE FIRE OF IGNATIUS =~ :

A diocesan priest, Ferdinand Sassen, was the first who
brought me in contact with the fire of Saint Ignatius. He
was an expert in history of philosophy and taught interna-

t10na1, national. and Church history in the high school

where I was a. boarder. His way of lecturing was fascinat-
ing, because he was highly intelligent, burning with enthu
siasm and a real mister in the art of educating. The whole
school knew his a1hqst‘ exaggerated admiration for the
Jesuits. The time he devoted to them, in the Church history
class seemed.beyond all proportion. But all of us found it
marvellous and for many.boys it became unforgettable, Also
on me he made a deep impression. [ even ﬁade,a‘decisionr;
if ever I were tobecome a priest, I would beéome a Jesuit,

Like 'aTl decent 'schools in ihe;ﬁgther]ands of that
time, we had a'“Hariacongregatie". I was very much sur-
pr1sed when, Teav1ng school, I d1scovered that th1s asso-

ciation had been founded by. the Jesu1ts.vThxs fact changed

my low opinion about it. As prefect of.the senior section
I had to write a report in the yearbook of the school. It
was my first article on the necessity of a renewal.

- At the university I again found a CM.. This also had
noth1ng to do with the fire of Ignatius. Here I- also met
my old teacher again, now professor 1n h1story of philoso-
“phy. We worked. together in promot1ng ph1losoph1ca1 forma-
tion.for ‘all facu]ties. My 1nterest for the CM and even
for the Jesu1ts, became marginal, but deep in my heart my
secret decision remglned intact. At the same time my. ear]y
conviction became ever stronger : the Jesu1t Order is on]y
for exceptional people; impossible for me.




One day in 1932 - I was in my third year - the chap-
lain of the university asked my help in gettingkpartici-
pants -for the annual student retreat. I did my best and
with fifteen good friends I wgnt‘tc'the‘retreat. A11 the
other universitiés7to§6ther, sent ‘about the same number.
- There it happened. . Without having looked for anything, I
found everything. It came as the purest gift of my whole
life. Suddenly an unbelievable surprise. There was so much
light, beace,' consolation and liberation, - that even the
slightest doubt ‘disappeared. Thi§ certainty about the
authenticity of the éxperience always remained. God had
‘called me to the Society of Jesus. I had been in contact
with fire, the fire of Jesus, the fire of Ignatius, now a
contact forever. ' ’ -

P

e

I tell this Tlittle story because my vocation to become
a Jesuit meant practically a vocation to the restoration
of the CM. This was not the plan of my superiors. At
least three times they had different assignments  for me,
But always.circumstances changed it. God works like that.

In the noviciate I learned the truth about the CM. At
the origins of this movement, we find Ignatius of Loyola.
His secret had always been the infinite love of God : a
fire, gent]y‘burning, discrete and prudent; but irresisti-
bly conguering. Thus he became the heart of a small commu-
nity. Thus he tried to formirea11y free men, Free, not
only to love and to serve, but free to love and to serve
always. Free, because totally poor and pure. Thus he be-
came the founder of the Society of Jesus.. Thus he became
the man ‘who inépired’the lay-groups around his first compa

nions.




PIONEERS

Fire. communicates itself spontaneously. What Fr.
Vi11aretﬁdescribes in Chapter One of his book on the first
period of the history of the CM is not surprising.(2) He
gives examples how the early Jesuits were surrounded by
groups of lay-men. They cooperated with the fathers in the
apostolate. These groups had different names but the same
spirit. The touch of Ignatius characterised them so clear-
ly, that this is often mentioned in historical sources. A
contemporary writer affirms : “Ié you see these men, you
Anfallibly necognize that‘zhey are Aimbued by fthe spinit of
the Socdety o4 Jesus”, What this means, 1is mentioned
cohtinually: selectivity of members, solid formation, medi
tation ‘and frequent reception of sacraments, - flexibility
and adaptation to all kinds of needs. ‘

Already in 1540, the year in which the Society of Je-
sus was established, Peter Faber led a famous group in
Parma, also called Society of Jesus. This gfoup prﬁduced
the first Jesuit martyr. Another companion of Ignatius,
Paschase Broet writes a letter on March 1, 1545 to Francis
Xavier, in which he tells him everything about the flourish
ing group in Faenza. Earlier Francis Xavier had written to
Rome about how he was helped in his difficult mission by a
chosen group of young men, on fire'wifh.1ove and zeal. In
1547 Ignatius himself started the Society of the Twelve
Aposttes in Rome and a year later Nadal began a group in

" Calabria. He reports on it in a letter to Ignatius on
April 10, 1548.




; It is interesting to note that the Jesuits not only
started new groups, but they were also freguently invited
to reform confraternities of various inspirations, = which

ha& Iosf~the1f original spirit. Sometimes these -groups
‘ were transformed into new associations which,,adopted the.
spirituality of the Jesuits.

The question has been raised whether the CM in this
) first period could be considered a Third Order of the So-
ciety of Jesus. It is true that at this time there existed
an intimate union between the two associations. The CM had
the spirit of the Jesuits and only Jesuits could be ecc]e;
siastical assistants. Nevertheless the CM was never a
Third Order. This became evident in. 1773 when the. Society
was suppressed and the CM could continue on its own. What
Clement XIV did can be criticﬁzedj but Jjuridicdlly it was
completely correct.

* FOUNDATION

On May 3, 1556, a young man of 24, dressedas a worker,
presented himself in the Jesuit house, near the little
church of the Madonna della Strada. “He came all the way
from Ligge in Belgium on foot and wanted to enter the new
Society of Jesus. Probably he had(a]ready met some Jesuits
in his native town.‘Ignatius himself and'Polahco his secre
tary examined the new candidate"aﬁd after some days he
began his noviciate. Ignatius died three months later. He '~
had received in his Society John Leunis, rightly considered
the founder of the CM. (3) ‘




. . The:-story is we11—knéwn. - In the Roman College, the
European formation-centre _founded ‘by Ignatius in 1551,
Leunis gathered a group of students and prepared. them to
do .apostolic wer(»in the city of Rome. He did exactly what
other Jesuits did elsewhere. Since 1563 his name is regu-
Tarly .mentioned.

f S

A whole hetwdrk of &orrespondence existed among the
members of the Society. Sharing and communication are nor-
mal characteristics for a community which was meant. by
Ignatiuskto be a Society of love. So Leunis knew about the
existing lay groups. What he began was certainly not ori-
ginal, but he did it in an original way, thanks -~to his
exceptional educational abilities. From the documents we
know that he had a special .charism for dealing with young
people. '

In a few years the Roman Coi]eae had become famous.
‘It radiated not only solid doctrine and spirituality but
also high culture and human sciences. An ideal environment
to prepare scholars andart1sts, sa1nts, martyrs and missio
nar1es. In this env1ronment Leun1s, faxthfu] d1sc1p]e of
Ignat1us, wanted to do even more.‘ ‘

John Leunxs died on the '19th of November 1584 only
a few days later Gregory XIII established canon1ca]1y the
Congregat1o of .the Roman Co]lege. Moreover, he mq@evthe
group of Leunis "mater et caput" (mother and head) of all
similar groups. In canonical terms: it became a Primaria
(Primary group), having the right to affiliate . other
groups of the same nature. Through this affi1ia;%on ali
these groups shared in the indulgences and privileges of.
the Primaria. o : '




Afterwards the Primaria was divided into three age
groups called Prima, Seconda and Terza Primaria. The Prima
~Primaria represented the three groups together. Since the
Prima Primaria stood under the jurisdiction of the Society
of Jesus, only the General could grant an affiliation. The
intentiohfwas not only to communicate spiritua’l gifts but
also to form a-kind of unity and to guarantee authenticity.

ORIGINALITY OF LEUNIS

At least in three respects Leunis has been original.
First of all, in the remarkable way of formulating the aim
of the CM. Secondly in his effort of promoting lay respon-
sibility and 1a9 activity. Trhirdly in his practical way of
forming community and developing community 1ife.

It is clear that Leunis and his workers saw the aim
of the CM not as two-fold, but as one. They had not in
mind :(as has been affirmed} to foster chr1st1an life and
"also" scientific life. They a1med at un1ty of life, bring
ing all aspects of human ex1stence together 1in one chris-
tian way of 11fe S1nce we touch here one of the most fun-

damenta1 elements of the Genera] Pr1nc1p1es, I would like
) to quote from four d1fférent sources in the or1g1na1 text.

_ The members of the CM of the Roman Co]]ege write in
the rules.of 1574 (the oldest we knew) "deA&dados& di far -
profitito &4 nefle Zett@&e come nello spindto...” (wishing
to make progress in 5oth our scientifié and our spiritual

16 -




formation). = Further in the same document : "Essendo 44
gine dé'quesza nosira Congregazione condiungere e Lettene
con La pietd cristiana..." (since it is the aim of our Con
gregazione to unite scientific formation with christian
living). (4)

Still clearer 1is the French expressien in the rules
of 1575. " Here the members df the grduprin the college of.
Clermont (Paris)‘where Leunis was working, also write like
this:"Pource donne que fe 5¢n de notnre CongkegaILOR est de
eonjo¢ndne Les Ketikeé @ fLa pieite chrétienne” {same trans-
Tation as aboye).(s)

We have anafher‘Létih text written in 1582 by the
same group in Paris. The Preamble beq1ns “as  follows T
"Primum ua&cu&qae p&opob&tum esse debet ut étud&a Littena-
aum p&etatemque copuiet" (F1rst intention of each one
should be to make an intimate unity of scientific and
christian 1ife). (6}

~ The first common rules of Fr. Aquaviva, which were
valid for almost three centuries (1587-1855), express the
same ideal in other words. The original text is Italian :
"Penché il fine E... £'acquisito deflfe vintd e defla pietd
endistiana insieme col profitto detze zetteae” {(Since the.
aim is the growth in virtue and chr1st1an 11fe toéether
with progress in science). (7) k ‘ -

It is almost unbelievable that this long tradition of
integration simply disappeared totally in the rules of
1855 and also later in the last common rules of 1910. (8)
The General’ Pr1nc1p]es of 196? have re- estab11shed the con
tact with the authentic 1nsp1rat1on of Ignat1us‘ "Oua

- 17
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Ghoups ane fon those who feel a more urgent need 1o unite
thein human Life in all Aits d&me&é&oné with the fulness o4
t&e&ﬂ chnistian faith".

It is a striking fact, that the early documents of the
16th century are much more in accordance with the teaching
of Vatican Il on lay aposto]ate, than the document of the
20th century, which was responsible for the ‘typical image
of the CM: the rules of 1910. For Leun1s it was quite
natural that the students of his first group should decide
on their own rules, makingka11 major decisions themse]vés,
that they should elect not only groppjleaders and officers
but also the Jesuit in charge and even (in the years that
he was in charge) the cardinal protector In other words:
he gave them full respons1b111ty

The common rules of 1587, prepared by Fr. Aquaviva,
are less radical than Leunis, but sti1l enough imbued with
the sp1r1t of the founder to 1nsp1re a modern reader In
fact, they have been a great help in composxng the General
Principles.

Aquaviva and his advxsers, little preoccupied as they
were with juridical cons1derat1ons, sought above all ways
to stimulate young christians, tocreate a spiritual c11mate
in keep1ng with the aim of the CM: the formation of laymen,
conscious of their persona1 vocation in the Church of their
time. A word like "director” 1ntroduced after more than
300 years inte the ru1es of 1910, does ,not seem to be in
harmony w1th this climate. The concept1on of director is

ig -




alien to the thinking of Leunis and Aguaviva . and it is a,
pity -that in . translations -and explications this word is
being used. AT1 Tocal rules and the original text of 1587
invariably use the word "father", almost always together
with the'“prefect"~(presiﬂent), also called 'il1 capo' (the
head) or 'superiore’. The combination of father-prefect
appears ‘40 times and illustrates the awareness of accentuat
jngAtheir common responsibility, rather than their hierarch
ical difference. '

"One Of'the‘mqst used Bible texts in our days is Matt.
18:20 "Where two on three are together in my Name, 1 am
thene in the midst of them”. It is the best and the most
beautiful text on which community life can be founded and
juétified. Leunis and the first members of the CM not only
used the same text, but they incorporated it into their
very name. The Latin text says: "Ub{ duo vel tres conghe-
gati sunt...”. 'Hence the name “"congregatio“. It is not
surprising therefore that this text is printedon the title
paoe of the oldest known copy of CM rules, drawn up by
Leunis and the members of the Clernont group 1in Paris. The
booklet is from 1574 and 1s now in " the French National
warary of Paris. ' ' - ’ '

The® rules  of the college of Clérmont‘are'simiTar to
those of the Roman College of 1574. For both the Preamble -
is identical, indicating a strong bond of community : "In
common deliberation among ouhselves, we have decided to draw
up some nules which could help ts ~ integrate our studies
with spinitual Life, in onden te be able to Live fufly in
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sndon with God, peacaéuﬂﬁg»amoﬂg ourselves, thus “giving
witness to othens and disposing ournselves bettern torecedive
from his divine Goodness Light, graces and gifts".

Every day the§e>~"brothérs"’went together for Mass.
Every day they had their meditation together. Every -day
they were together for singing a part of the Office of Qur
Lady and daily they examined their cons¢ience together and
prepared the meditation for the next day. In  the weék]y
meetings the officers had to see to it that all members
participated in sharing their opinions. In a special rule,
mutual Tove and union are recommended: "ALL ane membeis o4
gne family and brothesas in Chriszt". Thewords "each brother”
are often used. In a real community everything is done so
that all persons are given eqpa1 value.

INSPIRING FRESCO

Was Leunis also theoriginator of the Marian character
of the CM? We have some facts: many of the early lay
groups around the Jesuits did not have explicitly a Marian
characfer. 0f course, as faithful Catholics formgd in the
school of the Exercises, the members of these groups had a
great love for Our Lady, but not always a particular devo-
tion like the group of Leunis had., It is also true that
Leunis, before he entered the Society, was already known
for his'intenseAjpve for the Mother of God. .

<.Another answer is given inthe above mentionedPreamble
of the first rules : "Since it 44 a custom Lhat such Con-
gregations necommend themsefves Zo a patron in heaven fox

protection and guidance, from whom they fake the namé, and
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since we have a particular devoiion I&VthQQOAt Holy Vingin
of the Annunciafion, Mother of God, we, 4in all humility
dedicate ounselves. to hex, praying that she may help us in
all oun actions, cspeeially in the ordination and cbserva-
tion o4 the nules o4 our group, whichare the.ﬁozﬁowing”...

The Preamble mentions the Annunciationm twice which is
the name of the Church of the Roman-.College. Above the main
altar was a large and beautiful fresco. It showéd not the
usual representation of the Annunciation, only Mary and the
aﬁgé], but it depicted the whole inspiring panorama of the
contemplation on the Incarnation in the Exercises :- the
Holy Trinity, all of creation and mankind, with Our Lady
and her fiat in the centre. .In this setting Jesus began
his 1ife on earth. This fresco was a continual reminder
of the highiight of the Exercises. Fathers and students
‘liked this wonderful painting. It became the permanent
inspiration not only for one group but progressively for a
whole world movement. “

Today the fresco does not exist any more. The church
of the Annunciation was demolished in 1626 to wmake room
for the larger church of St. Ignatius. Only the detail of
OQur Lady was conserved. Isolated and taken out of its con-
text of the wider perspective of salvation history, it is
now known as the Madonna of the Prima Primaria.

-A black and white reproduction of the old freséo was
published in the program for the first meeting of the world
federation (Rome 1954). The mystery of the Annunciation-
Incarnation, not mentioned in the rules of 1910, 1is again ,
the main insbira?ion of the General Principles.
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DECLINE OF THE AUTHENTIC SPIRIT

1948

1773






STRANGE DECISIONS

In a stormy périod of wunrest and confusion, the
supreme authority of the Church, forced bypo1iticai powers,
did sométhing nobody today could have dreamed of. On July
21, 1773 Clement XIV signed a - document supnressing the
Society of Jesus, allits works, miantries and activities.
More than 20.000 Jesuits Qere‘sent home and .the General
was put into prison.- Local Bishops had to read the papal
decree inall the houses of the Society. This promulgation,
éssential for its validity, was forbidden .in Russia. The
Tsarina, Catherine II, who in 1772 had occupied a part of
Poland, did not want to upsét the Catholics of that country.
Therefore the Society of Jesus and all its works, including
a very flourishing CM movement, continued to exist.

Elsewhere; the Society and thevrefore also the CM dis=
appeared. This was the logical consequence of théfpapal
decision. But again Clement XIV did something that nobody
" expected: On November 14 of the same year, he decided that
the CM could continue everywhere without the Jesuits! - A
surprising excepfion to the application of the suppression
décree. ;- instead of suppréssion, a new dimension... From
privi]édged Jesuit work, the CM suddenly became one of the
normal works of the universal’Church. With one blow-it was
cut off from its original inspiration and at the same time
exposed to inordinate growth s all Bishops the world over
could establish the CM. And many did. 1In the first period
(1540-1773) ahout 2500 groups were -affiliated, This number
will grow-until:80.000 “in the second veriod (1773-1948).
It would have been a miracle, if this evolution would not
have damaged the authentic spirit. By now everybody knows

i
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that in the course of the years the“ovenent as suchchanged
simply because the tradition was lost. Where was the fire
of Ignatius? i ‘

It was not.the suppression of the Society that caused
the decline of the spirit in.the cH movement but the.deci
sion of 14 November 17?3 MWithout this, the cH would have‘
been suppressed onTy to be restored in 1814 together‘witﬁ
;hev Society.- To be a movement of the whole Church could
have been of advantage, .but the movement became vitally
changed in its most . essential characteristics. It had
become - at least in most cases -~ a pious mass movement,
different from what Ignatius or Leunis or Aquaviva had
meant it to be.

0f course, th1s is only one side of the medal., Excel-
1ent groups were work1ng inmany countries, but the movement
as such had lost touch with the spirit, the spirit of the
founders. No need to say that also-in its changed form the
movement did a lot of good, answering the needs in many
places.

Especially - after .the dogmatic promulgation of the
Immaculate Conception (1854) the (M became even more
popular. In the eyes of many pastoral workers it was.an
infallible means to,prétect.youth from evil. Personally I
have known a bishop who decided to start in all his parishes
" two Marian Congregations, one for boys and one for girls.
Systematically they were organized'and imposed. For all of
them affiiiation with Rome was requested and obtained with
0ut>any difficulty. This bishop certainly-was not an. excep
tion. No wonder that numbers were increasing and that - in
terms of numbers - this time has been qualifiedasa "flour
?shing_peribd" of CM history.
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‘How did the Jesuits react? In the mind of a number of
them the thought came up : are we allowed to accept .the
decline of the authentic spirit without trying to do some-
thing for 1ts,restorat10n? Has‘the CH¥ not a child of the
Society of Jesus? Is it not partlof our vocation, especial
ly since the CM became a work of the universal Church, to
inspire the movement kWTth the specific charism of the
"mah of the Church"vIgnatiusjof Loyola? k 7

GOOD DECISIONS

In 1922 Fr. Ledochowsk1, Genera1 of the Soc1ety, con-
vened a meet1ng of Jesuits working in the CM. It . was the
first step towards restorat1on Forty Fathers from nine-
teen countr1es, 1mpe11edby astrong sense ofrespons1b111ty,
wanted pract1ca1 and concrete results. They had a  very
successful meeting. - No lonag reso1ut1ons and on]y one deci
sion : to start in Rome a central secretar1ate, a service
centre not only for the Jesuit groups, but for all others
as well. It. was the first.secretariate of th1s type in the
Jesuit curia. Not because the CM was the most important
work of the Soc1ety, bucs1wn1y because the CH was the most
neg]ected work and one most inneed of he1p and1nsp1rat1on
Today the curia has e1ght s1m1]ar‘off1ces for cher‘works.

The main argument of found1ng an 1nternat1ona1 secre-
tar1ate was thepos1t1ve exper1ence ofsome a]ready ex1st1ng
national secretariates. Fathers from the Un1ted States of
America and of the Netherlands reported that their nat1ona1
service centres worked very well. Why mnot app]y the same
experience on world level? ’




" A1l this does not mean that the new secretariate was
a perfect institution. Far from that! But it has proved‘
that one can work effect1ve]y with modest and 1nsuff1C1ent
means., This 1nternatxona1 office, which had to serve a
world movement whose female members were the'greater major
tiy, was not even accessible to outsiders, let alore to
women, It was a private Jesuit inétitution, falling under
the rules of cloister, in those days‘strict and severe.
Moreover, how to reform an organisation without authority?
Since 1773 the CM was, as we have seen, under the jurisdic
tion of the Bishops. Only 5% of the groups were established
in Jesuit houses. And how to work without the cooperation
of quaiified lay people? Above all : how to "convert®
thousands and thou$ands‘ofspiritua1 leaders, everywhere in
the world? Also among Jesuits there was little knowledge
and appreciation of the true meaning and nature of their
own creation. They cou1d“not believe that the Marian Asso-
ciation, céI]ed'CM, had something to do with the Society
of Jesus. v \ '

A Pope caused the‘décline of the spirit; another Pope
initiated its revival. Pius XII, know1ng from personal ex-
perience the Ignatlan sp1r1tua11ty and the original impact
of the CM, followed w1th1nterest the efforts of the Central '
secretariate. In the year of his e]ect1on (1939) Fr. Emile
Villaret was in charge of the office. Between these two
men fr1endsh1p existed and mutual venerationL In 1953,
after the death of Fr. Vil1are£, the Pope told me that he
considered him to be a saint. Pius'XIlyvis 'certain1y the
greatest promoter of the CM. He did his utmost to support
the renewal with all kinds of references, letters, messages
and other proofs of his predilection. Finally he decided
to take an extraordinary step, namely, to proclaim a new
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statute for the whole Church. He did it in the most sotemn

“and official way of an Apostolic Constitution binding for
the whole Church without any need of special promulgation.
Bis Saeculari was exactly what was needed: a clear author-
itative statement on-the authentic identity of the CM, a
pressing call for reform, orientations towards the future
and some declarations on lay apostolate in general.

NEW CHALLENGES

r

The 1mpact of th1s document was- enormous. It is not
exaggerated to say that in some countries it had the effect
of a bomb. This was also true for the Netherlands where I
was ina privileged position to observe reactions. In those
days I was not only in charge of the national CM office,
- but also happened to .be acting national chaplain of the
cétho1igvpress. On September 27, 1948 I received by special
mail (spTendidAwork‘ofthe,officejin Rome and... nostrike!)
a copy of the Acta Apostolicae Sedis of the same date, with
the official Latin text of Bis Saeculari. We.were expecting
something from Rome,‘ but never such an outspoken document
1ike this. Everybody was very much impressed. UWe decided
at once to prepare a release, tryﬁng to translate fhe com~-
pact Latin words into modern Dutch. The director of the
KNP (National Press Agency) was very pleased to bring off
a scoop. Next day it was front page news of our three
national and more than thirty regional catholic daily news
papers. From then on the agency's telephone lines became

red hot.




The main reason for this shock was the papal declara- |
tion that the CM was an "outstanding and particular form
04 Cathotic Aetion", thus pulling .down'a solid system of
uniform thinking on lay apostolate and opening the way
towards a new and pluriform evolution. *

A1l this is now past history andfofiho‘great interest
any longer. There are other aspects of the documents how-
ever which are more important, e.g. the challenge to live
up to an old ideal, the call for re?orm;and renewal, the
urgency for a response to be‘giVen by a world movement.
But the most essential aspect is the stress on the Ignatian
character, bringing into focus the absojute priority of
the Spiritual Exercises. o o ' V

A period characterized by strange and gcdd decisions
comes to an end.  Strange decisions : for the Society of
Jesus is forced to disappear while the CM is forced to go
on without the Jesuits. Good decisions: the foundation of
a central offwce in Rome followed by the promulgat1on of a
fundamenta] document of the Church.

God works Tike that:
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FOUNDATION_ OF THE WORLD FEDERATION

The new Constitution, promulgated as law for the whole
Church, was in a special way addressed to the CM. HNot %o
one or more countries, but to the CM -as a world movement.
Everywhere the same question: and now, what has to be done?
What should we do? ‘ ’

Meeting in_ Rome 1950 . , .

A first answer came from the Jesuits; Thé successor
of Fr, Ledochowsk1,}Fr. Janssens, did the same as his pre-
decessor had done in 1922. He convened an 1nternat1ona]
Jesuit meeting, _orgahized by the central secretar1ate.
From 15-22 April 1950 the sessions were held in the Jesuit
curia. This time 71 fathers had come from 40 countries.
I was there togéther with another father, representing the
Nethierlands. It was &heavily scheduled meeting: many talks
and long discussions on all different aspects and elements
of the CM, but it was also a meeting with too great over-
tones of respect and too quiet, reflecting more the status
quo than-attempting to come to new inspiration from the
original sources. Everything was viewed in the light of the
rules of 1910. V

After a long talk on the “external forms of the cnY,
I asked why we spent so much time on external forms, while
all of us knew that no single external form was actually
essential for the CM. One of its most specific“qua1itie$
was eXaCtTy its‘flekibility and adaptab?lity‘ I did not
know whether:it”realTy was "all of us" who agreed on this
poiht. It is certain that nobody‘reacted, only theGenera1.




His fnferveﬁtion was extremely kind but to the point, at
least to a certain extent: I had overlooked the jUridica1
forms. Obviously Fr, Janssens' idea of the CM differed
from mine.

After the meeting of 1950, a great part of the qués-
tion “and now, what has to be done?" remained unanswered.
A11 agreed that the new Constitution shouid be imp]émented
(which they already knew before the meeting). But we did
not touch on: how to do it. Do we have the effective means?
Do we need newkways?

Moreover, new questions arose. The Jesuits had their
international meeting, but what about ther1aity? Can only
Jesuits,represent a Tay asso;iatioh? Where are the Jlay
representatives themselves? Where does the responsibility
of ';he fjay pecp1é on world level come in? What is the
opinion of the Taity on Bis Séecu1ari, on«renewal on new
rules, new structures? A

. Back in The Hague, I was overwhelmed by the work .of
the national service centre : about 2000 groups wanted
service and inspiration! No time for international pro-
blems...

A few months later, my Provincial called me. He had
just come back from a visit of some weeks in Rome. He had

to tell me someth1ng "in the name of Fr.\Genera]" >I,»was
not surprised. F1na11y a remark. The Prov1nc1a1,ﬂu;ually
very outspoken, was a b1t shy, "I have done evenything %o
save you, but I did not succeed”. 1 said that. it was

alright. Then : "The Genenaﬁ wants you to go fo Rome by
all means, to be the head cf the central secretariate”. Me?
I could not believe it. On February 19, 1951 I arrived in
Rome.
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Next day Fr., Janssens received me. Not one word about
our discussion, - Only cordiality and full trust : "Please
thavel as much as possible, the time Zo sit at home L4
over”. He also asked me to prépare an Instruction on the
CM for all the Jesuits. S o

After one month the Instruction was . ready. Before
starting out on my first trip, I felt that it was urgent
to write first a memorandum on the necessity of preparing

-a world federation. Arguments? The secretariate is not
enough. It can never act .as representative for the CM on
world level.. We heed»a representative bodyof qualified lay
people {and there are enoughof them)}, togetherwithpriests.
The laity should take on their responsibility ’into their
own hands. Call it world-union, world-federation, world-
community, the name does not matter. Essential is, that we
bring people together. Essential is,  that they can work,
de1iberétg\and pfay together, thét they can cooperate with
others and sérve‘the Church on world level. Without this
éimple new structure, the CM, existing in many countries,
doestnot exist and is not present on wcr]d‘1eve1.& Without
this new union; the .CM cannot 1ive up to_its vocation.
Without this on-going communiqaticn betwéén responsibTe
pedp]e,  it seems impossible to achieve the resforation of
the CH, as desired,ﬁy Pias XII. Finai]y, a world federa-

= tion'is the normaT and ngica1 outcome of existing national.
federations, surely indicated in a time thatvihternatiohaT
communication‘ié grpwing rapidly everywhere. thfwdd we

often come too Tate? ‘ o

Fr. Janssens studied the memorandum,cahefu11y, but he
was not yet convinced. We  had discusse@ this: subject
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several times and it was always difficult to come to an
agréement.‘The main difficulty for Fr. General was: how to
reconcile the proposed "centralization"” with the tradition
al “"autonomy" of the CM. But is not: any federation a free-
ly chosen unification with many elements -of decentraliza-
tion? And is not autonomy aiways limited and relative,
never. absolute? ‘

At the same time Fr. Janssens received a long and
strong memorandum against the world federation. _The argu-
ments however were so weak, that he did riot pay any atten-
tion to them. On the contrary, he stimulated me to go on;
"put 1 s2ill don't see it", he said; :

The first world congress for the lay apostolate, held
in October 1951 in Rome, provided a welcome occasion to
show the necessity for our world union. The CM, one of the
oldest movements of lay apostolate, could not be invited;
because it did not exist on the world level! Only due to
the kindness and understanding of the organﬁzers could we
invite ten members to form our internatianal dé1egation.
The'cdﬁgress was also a good occasion to organize a meeting
of a11;CM members preseﬁt.‘we discovered 15 of them belong

'ing togdifferent nationa]'delegatiqns. Before a group of
25 (tyo diocesan priests, four Jesuits and 19 lay people)
I explhined the urgehéy of cooperation on permaneﬁt inte&-
nation%l basis. A1l of them agree but only one or two
accep@éd the form of a world federation. The idea was too

Cnew f%}Vthem and they wanted more time for reflection.

s
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Some days later we had another meeting. This time wé
were 40 delegates from 16 countries. Cardinal Gracias of
Bombay had come along with the delegates from India.. He
addressed; the meeting; stressing the .need for _greater
se1ebtivity~ according to the spirit of Bis Saeculari. ‘A
proposal was unanimously accepted: to have a meeting of CM
members on the occasion:of the Eucharistic Congress in Bar
celona .the following year, 1952, fThere,thé issue of a
world federation would be discussed again.

In Barcelona everyone not only agreed, fbﬁt asked the
'secretariate in Rome to prepare some Statutes "as soon as
possible"  and to go to Pius XII for approval. . The vast
majority of this gathering were univefgity students, mem~
bers of the famous CK of Fr. Verges. In 1347 they ‘had
organized an international congress. [ was there with a
Dutch delegation. A1l of us were impressed by the dynamic
spirit of these young men. No wonder tha:,it,wasfself-evi
dent to them to establish - finally - a permanent interna-
tiona1v§0ntact between the groups of the whole world. .

_ A draft of the Statutes was sent to a]lznationalffedg
fatioqs and secretariates. We received many expressions
of agreement and very few amendments. .In the beginn{ng of
1953 the project was presented to the. Pope.  His first
reaction came very $qqn: he was extremely pleased and prg'
mised . to send a Jetter af approval, which would {nsjst
also on some points of general importance. This ;1¢tter,
dated July 2, 1953, begins with this sentence : "ALL who
know oun thoughts about the modenn. aposiolate, -know too,
how dear the CM {s to us and how concerned we are for its
continual spinitical growih". k




With this letter, the WF was officially founded..

It 'was the result of a natural growth-process, the
unification of existing realities: federations and commu-
nities.

‘"The WF has not been areated artificially. On the con
thany, £t was boan naturally. 1% must be considered thenre-
fore more as an organism thanas an organdzation. 1% should
attain £ts goal with a minimum of structures, inspired bya
maximum 04 catholic spinit. le arne Living in a pericd o4
neal problems, but often we complicate these problems by
an excess of organization. The WF must be simple, the
spinit of Oun Lady 4is an extremely simple one”. ("Reflec-

tions on the WF", General Council Rome 1954) .

On April 13, 1954 Pius XII named Archbishop Joseph
Gawlina Ecclesiastical Assistant of the WF. HMons. Gawlina
was chief chaplain of the Polish army during the last war
and lived exiled in Rome. He died suddenly on the night of
‘21 September 1964 while preparing an intervention for Vati
cah 1I on the duties of Bishops. Mons. Gawlina was a great
and good friend, always ready to do whatever we wanted, He
was a strong personality, firm and courageous, but at the
same’ time a wonderful example of simple adaptability and
childlike humility. Our Federation gave him not much plea-
‘sure, certainly not honour, but rather much work, troubles
and sufferings. * ' C ’

" On June 17, 1965, Paul VI named Bishop René Audet from
Canada as his successor. : E



http:llimp.ee
http:olLganizati.on
http:natulLa.e..ey

- NEW GENERAL PRINCIPLES

And now, what will the next step be?
How to bring peop]ertogether?

The answer was not difficult. Several countries had
asked the secretariate in Rome to organize a "world-wide
congress” on the occasion of the Marian year (1954). It
seemed a good proposal and it could becombined easily with
the first meeting of the new WF. k

People_together_in_Rome_and_Newark

The congress, organized with the help of our Italian
friends, was rea]]y'marveT1ous.' An explosion of vitality
and enthusiasm. -A magnificent religious and artistic mani-
festation, only possible in Rome. It was a great surprise
for many people. Newspapers spoke of a "historicgathering”.

This qualification applied even more to ‘the ‘modest
meeting at the Gregorian university where the‘Genéral"coug
cil of the WF met for the first time.  This univeréitykié
the direct continuation of the Roman Co]]ége, where Leunis
began 400 years agd. Could there have been d better place
in the world to start the WF than here? It was intéresting
and comforting to see how these first delegates understood
their task immediately. Fully aware of their independence
and responsibility, they no longer accepted instructions
from the secretariate. In charming'd{Sofder“dhd ihp?ovfsa-
tion ‘they planned the meeting and orcanized the e]ectiods

for an Executive Council. A start had to be made. This was
just a beginning, formulated in the program as "a starting
point of world-wide renewal”,.




Newark 1959 was also a combination of a big congress
with-the General Council meeting. But Newark marked a con-
siderable step forward. Most of. the participants were
housed on the large campus of Seton Hall university. There
were greater possfbi]ities for mutualcontact, communication
and sharing than in Rome. The five 1angU%ge groups of the
congress, subdivided in some seventy small groups, tried
. to find ways of improving and adapting the CM.

The c¢limate of the General Council was full of promise.
A challenging spirit dominated many interventions. Every-
body wanted serious and rapid renewal. Leading delegates
pursued their aim in all kinds of informal sessions. In
one of these meetings, particularly representative, all
affirmed their full confidence in the secretariate of Rome
and charged them to start preparations for new commonrules
without delay. It was the first step toward the General
Princﬁp]es.

- What Newark wanted :was more than justified. Two
"world-wars had fundamentally transformed human society and
we were still working with rules of 121C. Between 1651 and
1959 I had traveled a lot and I knew the wishes at thebase
only too we]]l But this was more than Just a wish: it was
a mandate given by an official body.

I reﬁurned to Rome with.this mandate, but also with a
problem. Until now only the General of the Society had the

power of making new common rules. This norm was out of
date after the foundation of the WF, butjuridically it was
still valid.
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I informed Fr. Janssens about the mandate. We did not
talk about the problem since he, as an eminent scholar in
canon law, knew it perfectly and much better than anybody
else. But his reaction was (as I had expected) "I4§ atl agnree,
go ahead". Thus he recognized the independence of the WF,
eight years before the approval of the new juridical struc
tures.

Now we could start with the preparation of the General
Principles, thanks to the meeting in Newark and thanks to
the great spirit of Fr. Janssens

: ! . .

Especially since the Congress of Rome in 1954, Fr.
Janssens had become a fervent promoter of the WF. Always
stimulating, never interfering, he helped us- in everything.
This became very clear in 1962. Article 1 of the Statutes
says that, the WF!has its seat in Rome. In order to assure
the desired unity between the WF and the Society of Jesus,
the same Statutes state that the person in charge of the
Jesuit secretariate éhou]d be vice-assistant of the WF. It
was therefore qu1te normal that the seat of the WF should
f1nd a welcome home in the JeslUit secretariate. On the
other hand this solution was not bractjca1: the problem of
the cloister! So we had to find a place, but it was very
difficult. Then, unexpectedly, a 1large apartment with
special entrance, belonging to the Jesuit curia, became
free. There{were many who wanted'it as their office. But
Fr. Janssens decided "this is for the WF ..." With the
generous help of a good friend, the ‘whole interior’ was re-
modeled and re- decorated under the artistic d1rect1on of
Fr. Noyons. It was an ideal place : <close to/the‘Vat1can
and the city, full contact with the Jesuit curia and its

numerous visitors and all kinds of services and facilities
at the disposal of the WF.

[
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Fr. Janssens died on October 5, 1964. - His successor,
Fr. Arrupe, elected in 1965, cohfirmed-this-arrgngement.
Not only the place is ideal, but alsc the relation between
the Jesuits and the WF! ~

Historians and papal documents repeatedly tell us
that the rules of the CM are the result of previous expe-
‘riences. The first groups didknotkbeginjwith rules but
with 1life, They found their inspiration not in a‘éystem
but in the dynamic spirit of a new religiodus order. They
started in 1540. The first set of rules dates from 1574,

Likewise, the General Principles were not pre-fabri-
cated behind a desk. They are the fruit of Tiving expe-
rience. Not only the experience of a long tradition, but
also the experiencesof new groupska11 over the world. A1l
of them followed the orientation of Pius XII and so there
began within the CM movement,avcomplefe revival of the
Exercises, the oriQina? source of the authentic CM.

‘In the USA this revival stakted'with the courageous
experiment of the CM at the John Carroll university in
Cleveland. ‘In 1951, despite strong oppdéitibn, students
and young'professiona1 people were:invited'tomake an 8-day
retreat in silence. Until now this was an exclusive privi-
lege for priests and religious. The results were sSo posi-
tive that the retreat had to be givén every year. The exam
ple found imitation all over the States while the number
of participants grew steadily. In 1959 this Clev2land
group proposed a 30-day retreat for the first time. Again
splendid results! '
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In Furope the revival of the Exercises started rather
through study and reflection. In 1951, Fr. Hugo Rahner, a
famous expert,' conducted a series of conferences on the
Ignatian Exercises and CM,. for leaders in Austria. Trans-
lated in several languages, these profound considefations
had an enormous influénce on the renewal of the CM'every-
where. One of the results was that .also in Europe the prac
tice of lTonger retreats became w1despread

Traveling around in thése ye%rs I saw centres of rene
wéT not only in the United States but also in Belgium, Ger
many, Spain, Mexico, Taiwan, Japan and India. France even
had a new national movement Groupes de Vie Chrétienne, in
Engltand there was the Cell Movement, in Canada the Centre
Leunis and on the continental level in Europe the Equipe
Europeenne which did very important and original work.

Inspiring *and helpful was the European congress of
1963, on the occasion of the fourth centenary of the CM.
Fri Giulani presented his vision on "The Spirftual Exerci-
~ses: foundation of the spirituality of the CM" and Fr.Kar]
Rahner fascinated his audience by exploring the consecra-
tion to Our Lady in depth. \ : o
At the end of 1959 the Secrétariate in Rome had sent
out its first letter:té a1f federations, secretariates and
centres. This was thé beginning of a written dialogue with
a movement fully dedicated to the cause of renewal. This
world-wide consultation went on till 1964. There was a
continual exchange of experiences, suggestions and propo-
sals beétween Rome and the base. Little by Tittle the main
features of our General Principles appeared. They were




‘practically ready in 1964 and could have béen proposed at
the General Council in Bombay in December 1964, But it was
evident that we had to wait till the end of Vatican II in
order to present the new Principles in its most up-to-date
form.

After Bombay '64,it was planned to hold the next Gene
ral Council in Latin America. But when Vatican 11! had
finishediits work and the third world congress for the lay
apostolate was going to be convened in October 196?; the
‘Executive Council decided to have our Assembly in Rome, im
mediafe]y after the congress for the lay apostolate. This
would ‘be helpful for-delegates who had to attend both
meetings. ' : :

The time between 1964 and 1967 was very well used.
New <consultations wi;hA several countries produced new
suggestions and proposa]é. The draft of the Principles be~
came ever better: short, simple and clear. In these years
wé arrived at a consensus as regards composition and divi-
sion into the Preamble and three parts,

The Preamble is much more than just an introduction.
It is the centre, the core of everything, the heart of the
“matter. Here all what has to be said, is said in a very
concise way. Part I is a first concretisatioh: a concen-
tric circle around the Preamble. . Part Il is a still more-
detailed concretisation: another concentric circle around
Preamble and Part I. Part III, the juridical norms, is the

last concretisation, the last circle. Also the juridical
norms have to be lived in the spirit of the Preamble, the
spirit of love. )
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It is true- that the draft, completed in 1967, was the
resiit of permanent,consu1tatidn. Nevertheless the 1ast
version was written in Rome. This is why the Exetutive
Council decided to invite one delegate from each nation to
a meeting previous-to the General Council. There the text
was studied Tine by line and revised 1in accordance with
everyone's wishes. After two days the draft tobe submitted
to the General Council was prepared.

In the meet{ng,of the General Council, -held in Domus
Pacis, 140 de]egatesgfrom 38 countries had . to vote. Among
them were 62 who had participated in the congress _for the
lay apostolate. It was - again - a histori¢ event. For the
first time in CM history, a world community formulated its
own documents. Thihty—thfee,amendments‘of the draft were
proposed and debated but of these 10 were approved for
inclusion in the final text. Number 7, dealing with .serv-
ice was. changed almost entirely. After voting in each
single item of the Principles and Statutes, the Assembly,
towards the . close of +the third day, approved the whole
draft unanimously. An unforgettable moment, hoving and
full of joy. A well-prepared and long desired renewal was
accomplished - the re-birth of a movement, "almost a new
beginning". k A

Indeed, Rome <67 marked the beginning of a new evolu-
tion: new~GeneraW,Princip1es, new Statutes, a new name for
the movement and a new name forthe'internationa1 magazine,
new juridical norms recognizing the independence of the WF
which from now on is itself, instead of the Prima Primaria,
the bond of unity and:therguaTantor of its‘aUthénticity.




-In 1968, March 25, Pope Pau]‘VI&confirmed“the*renova-
tion "ad experimentum" for three years. ~On May 31st, 1971
the renovation was definite]y-cgnfi%meduk(9)

i

NEW NAME

A month after the confirmation by the Holy See, one
of the leading spirituality magazines in Germany published
an -article in which the General Principles were highly
praised as an example of aggiornamento[ The author, with-
out knowing 1it, formulated in a new way the main reason
why the name CHM was changed into CLC. He writes : "ALZL
those who have seen the necently pubfished Genmeril Princi-
ples will find a difficulty in believing that behind them
Lies the CM. Not only the external foam and fiomenclatune -
0f this document, buf especially Zhe Ldéaa ane diametric-
ally opposed Lo the known image aﬁ the CM. A xenovation aﬁ
great style has tfaken pzace hexe, (10)

If the image of the CM suggests a reality which is 50
completely different from the best groups, which have re-
newed themselves in accordance with the original inspira-
tion, then thename CM is no longer appropriate. It creates
wrong ideas, misunderstanding and confusion. This name has
become not a heip for better service but an.obstacle. It
has to be changed, atTeast in those places where confusaon
is created. ' )

This s why in the last 30 years so many groups have
changed théir name. Even national movements did it. After
the foundation of the HF the question was discussed oii the
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international ‘level. In MNewark (1959), in-Rome (Europe
Congress, 1963), and very strongly in Bombay (1964) and
during the European ﬁeetihg,of professional people (1965):
- In the General Counci1§of Rome (1967) the same ques-
tion was again put on the agenda. This  time several new
names were proposed but did not find a majority. Among the
propbsedknames{three involved versions of "Christian Life",
a name adopted:-in France ten years ago ‘and  used also in
other countries. The name.CLC was never used before 1967.
It. came spontaneously from the floor and gained immediate-
1y the deciding majority. Afterwards the Assembly decided
explicitly that the new name was the name of the WF but it
should not be imposed on any federation or group, In the
Rome meeting 13 countries voted against the changé of name.
Today, all of them,-except\one,\ca1[ themselves CLC.
Sometimes the objection is made: .in this new name
there is nothing specific, every Christian community can
call itself CLC. -It is true that:the CLC's do not want to
practice all kinds of particular things. They simply live
the Gospel but in a very special way: totally and radical-
1y in the spirit of the Ignatian Exercises. This is cer-
tainly a specific characteristic.
Another more seriocus objection: some people blame us
that we -are lessening the love forOur Lady. "Such assertion
makes me--always sad. It is terrible if you hear: “You
don't love your mother withwyour*whoTe;heart“. -lLet me re=~
peat'what I have said-and written on many other occasions.
If it -were .true thdt the new name would lessen.the love
for Our Lady or-if it were true that we are no  longer
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faithful to the Marian character of our movemént, then our
entire effort of renovation would be a horrible mistake. A
‘decrease in the love for Mary is desired by no one. 'What
a]]ldelegates in Rome wanted was a deeper, more interior
Tove for Mary. During. the preparation of the General Prin-
ciples many have asked for a new inspiration, a more solid
orientation. They want a warm and profound personal love
for their Mother, a 1love ‘which never lessens but grows
always together with the love for the Son. All our efforts
aimed at the growth of the authentic, original spirit of our
association which is essentially Marian., The newPrinciples
expressed in the new name are exactly what the vdst major-
ity of our members wanted. In these Principles OQur Lady is
present much more than in any of the previous commonrules.
She is present everywhere, inseparably united with Christ
who is in the .center of the CLC. “She is preséent as she is
present in the Igndtian Exercises, specifi¢ source of the
CLC way of life. She is present asishe. is present in the
documents of Vatican II, not isclated or taken out of the
context, but' integrated in the totality of the salvation
history. She is present as she is present in the Cospel,
‘giving precedence to her Son. -

"NEW DEVELOPMENTS AFTER 1967

The orientations given by Pius XII in 1848, have proyv
en to be most practical and effective. In his Constitution
he insisted strongly on the Ignatian charism and on the
absolute priority of the Spiritual Exercises. Already 20
years ago I had writter on the occasion of the Newark meel
ing : "The most important fact we see today... L& that the
CM 44 considened to be again what iz had been in the begin
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ning : the continuation and the practical application 4n

daily Life of the Ignatian Exencises".

This evolution made continuous progress. With the im%
plementation of the General Principles after 1967, it
réached new dimensions, Thanks to the persona]]y'guided‘
retreats and the formation courses, thetypitaT pedagogy of
the Exercises has been rediscovered. It has become clear
that CLC members and communities have -a very specié1 voca-
tion. They are called to a particular way of 1ife, which
opens and disposes, them toiwhatever God wishes in each con
crete situation of their daily existence. This way of 1ife
presupposes, on the personal and on~the.comhunity level,
permanent discernment, continual disponibility, tOta[ inte
gration.rEverybody who has some experience, knows that the

.consequences -of this vocation are extremely demanding. I

cannot go into details. In the March 1979 issue of PROGRES
510, José Gsell tells us more about it. Nobody is more
competent to write this article.

Somerotherlimportént facts could be mentioned. First
of all, .the growing presence .and activity on the interna-
tional level, This began in 1957 when the WF became a mem-
ber of -the Conference of the Internatjonal Catholic Organi
zations. A1l these organizations belong to the non-govern
mental organizatioﬁs (NGO), .which can have a consultative
voice in one or more of the .United Nations-institutions in
New York, Geneva, Paris and Rome. On April 24, 1975 the WF
was granted consultative status with the IC0SOC (Economic
'and(Social Council).



Another Jjoyful vreality s ‘the arowing presence of
youth. At the Rome meeting in 1967 préctica]]y all dete-
gates were adults. In Augsburg 1273 the number of young
dynamic pebp]e was striking. In Manila 1976 they'cHarac-
terized the whole Assembly: almost allnational delegations
had- a youtﬁ delegate of ages between 18-25. These";yOUng
people asked for a special youth assistant in the WF. Last
year ‘this assistant was named. ' ‘ ‘ '

One-final observation is to note the interest and the
dctive presence of 'many -Jesuits on all tevels : local,
national and international. They appreciate the CLC much
more than they ever esteemed the CM. This isnot surprising,
In the CLC they retognize very clearly their own way of
life which was hardly possible in the CM. This growing
presence of Jesuits does not mean that they direct the CLC
movement. The WF.is independent of the Society of Jesus.
Jesuits assist, help and try to give some inspiration.

But it is also true that today,more than ever before,
lay people inspire Jesuits. They 'have understood (some-

times better than we, Jesuits) the experience of Ignatius,
as ‘they have understood so well the attitude of Our Lady's
fiat. They have only one aspiration': to grow in faith and
in love. They want to grow in seeing the Reality, the
divine Presence, working, loving, revealing Himself in.all
things, idnviting us  ‘continuouslty to Tive and to ‘live in
abundance. They have accepted his invitation t0'receivé
at every moment the fire of Jesus and to c¢communicate it to
others. ‘ ‘ '
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Spiritualitdt Heute und’Morgen, Geist und Leben, Nov-

ember 1966

Emile Villaret, S5.J., Les Congrégations Mariales I
Des Origines & la Suppression-de la Compagnie de Jesus
1540-1773. Beauchesne Paris 1947, 607 pages

A second volume of the same size, dealing with the
second period (1773-1948) was -in preparation, but the
author could not finish it before he died in 1952.
After his death, amanuscript was found of an abridged
history of the two periods together. It was published
in 1953 by the Centre Leunis inMontréal: Petite Abrégé
de 1'Histoire, 309 pages. The Queen's Work transiated
it in English: Abridged History of the Sodalities of

Our Lady. St.Louis, Mo. 1957, I81 pages

J.Wicki,$.J. with the collaboration of R.Dendal,S.J.,
Le Pére Jean Leunis 1532-1584, Fondateur des Congréga-

tions Mariales, Rome I951, Inst. Hist. 5.J.

Wicki, p.127

Wicki, p.131

Wicki, p.134

Elder Mullan, S.J., La Congregazione Marfana Studiata
nei Documenti, Roma 1911, p. 25%* ’ T

*

Mullan, p.146% and p.277+ .
Anhex of'this Supplement, p{53

Georg Miihlenbrock, S.J., Auf der Suche ﬁacheiner Welt

Spiritualitdt, Geist und Leben, Jure 1968
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LETTER OF CONFIRMATION

Secretariate of State
N. 106352

The Vatican, 25 March 1948

Your Excellency :

Aften the meefing of the General Councdl of the lhorld
Federation o4 C.M.hefd in Rome on October 19-11, 19867, the
sechetaniate o4 your Federation sent Lo the Secretaniate
of State of His Holiness ~a request fon approbaiion by fLhe
Holy Fathen ¢f the new General Principles, which ane des-
tined to replace the Common Rules-of 1910, and the new
Statuteé of the lortd FedehaILon. .

In the deaine to betten serve  the Church - as Lt has
been explained to us - and An ordern to renew Zhedin associa
tion acconding to the Ap&&&i and the ndoams of Vatican Coun
cil 11, the memberns of the lonfd Federation of C.MT
reatlized the need to propose to the approbation of theHoﬁy
See several modifications, of which some are fundamental,
40 that their association, whife conserving faithfully the
authentic riches of its t&ad&t&on, would be able fo conse-
crate itself with greater sdmpldicity and efficacy Lo the
senvice - of God - and of men in the wordd o4 fLoday. This
rnequest was the result of deliberations pursued over a
period of several yeahrs. :

Some of these proposals fouch upon cerfdin noams of
the Apositoldic Constitution Bis .saeculari promulfgated by
Pope Pius XIT on Septembexn 27, 1948 (AAS, 40, 1948 Pg. 393
ss). This consititution did not goaéee,the foundation o4
the UWorkd Federation, which fook place in 1953, nor the
consequent juridical effects which nesulted from it. From
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that time on the IﬁadixéauaL ¢£&uc£u&eé‘canginmed by zthe
Consiituiion Bis saeculari fhave Littfe by Little [Lost
thein ondiginal significance.

Again in Zhe same desire of better service, the parnti
cipanits at the meeting of the General Council chose Zo
adopt the name of "World Federation of Christian Life Com-
munities", being convinced that this title betten explained
the heality and the internal dynamism. of their assccdation
without nemoving any of its specdfic elements.

These General Principles and Statutes have beev fhe
subfect od diliaent examination on the pnart o4 ' the Holy
See. And T am happy now Lo be able to communicaile fo you
the congdamation and the approbation {for Lthree years ad
experimentum by His Holiness Pope Paul VI of these docu-
ments conforming Lo Tthe Zexis annexed to the present Letten.
ALL the previous aulles and prescrdpiions which are contrary
to these General Paihciples and new Statutes are by This
act abrogated.

1 nejoice also fo be able fo commundicate this approba
tion Lo you on the Feast of the Annunciation, ztradiiional
fjeast of the Sodalities throughout the wornld and the mys-
Zery which from the beginning has summed up thedin spirdit
and even now {nspires the new Geneial Principles. May the
Blessed Vingin inspire Zhe memberns of your Federadion 2o
an always more generous willingness Lo give themselves,
even neady to Listen and Zo accept the borad o4 God 4in Zhe
divernse cdlrcumstances of Lige.

PLease accept, Youn Excellency, +the assurance of my
entine and devoted good wishes in Oun Loxad.

A, €. Cardinal CICOGNANI

His Exgcellency, Msgr. René AUDET
Ecclesiastical Assistant

World Federation of Christian Life Communities
Rome : : ‘
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Secretary o4 State
No 182839/ST.

Vatican, May 31, 1971
Youn Excellency,

Aften the meeting of the General Council of the lLorld
Federation of Christian Life Communities, held at Santo
Domingo August 11-15, 1970, the Secretariat of the Fedenra-
tlon, 4Ln accordance with Anticle 18 o0f 1the Statutes,
nequested the approval of the Secretariat .of State for
some amendments to the General Princdiples and fo the Sta-
futes which wenre added on that occasion.

These amendments were studied carefqully by this Offdice,
which also submitted them to the Holy Fathern forn his consi
deration.

On this subject, 1  hasten <to 4Lnform you that the
changes proposed -in fthe following anticles have been
approved :

L. .

Finally, 1 am happy £o inform Your Excellency that the
Holy Fathern has confinmed and given définitive approval
fon the Genenal Principles and the Statutes of the Uontd
Fedenation of Christian Life Commundities [Marian Congrega-
tions) . 1In doing s0, he conveys his fatherly desine that
norms thene contained may be forn the membens o4 the Federa
tion an impontant means 4in making their commitment. and
thein witness of the Christian Life effective Lin the workd.

1 gladly use this occasion to assunre you of my high
regand.

€. Cardinal VILLOT

To His Excellency Bishop René Audet
Ecclesiastical Assistant of the

World Federation of Christian Life Communities
Borgo Santo Spirito, 8 - ROMA
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~ ADDRESS OF PAUL VI to. the Execut1ve Counc11
January 15, 1972. °

Dean Sons and Daughters,

The UGonld Federation 05 Ch&&ét&an Lide Commun&t&eé
which you nepresent is well-hvown fo the Holy See, as you
- are already aware. Just nécently we had the opportundity to
examine and approve Zthe nevised General Prinedples and
Statutes .o0f yourn group. So At 48 with joy that we anre
necefving forn a shont time this mosaning the membens o4 the

Executive Council, with thein president, Ma.Roland Calcat.

Yes,, we encourage you with all oun hearnt to héep on
with what L&, 4Ain oud eyes, - a top-priordty goal 4in the
Chunch of today: the fonming of soldid Christian personal-
ities, who integrate the {ullness of Lhedin human Zife and
thein vanied nesponsibilities with a cont¢nua2£y deapen&ng
spinditual Life. .

The means you use to do this seem Lo us sdmple, sune
and effective, Like the Spinitual Exencised of St.lgnatius,
grom which you draw your Ainspiration; meditation on 2the
Wond o4 God, on the docitrnine and {aith set forth by the
Chukch prayer, personal and comunifanian; the seanch for
God's w¢££ in the evenis ‘which are Hés sdigns to us, done-
with the help of spirnitual dinection and of that brotherly
exchange that you make wuse o0f Ln your 'communiiies o4
Chnistian Life'; frequent participation in the sacraments, -
especially the Euchanisit; an ongandic bond with your assis- -
tants; and, in Line with the ondigin o4 youn movement, your
eyes funned atlways Lowards Many, cur example o0f disponibi-
Lity in hen coopenration with the work of the Savioun. oo

B

: Dninking {rom such springs and 4aithful teo such
demands, you are ready to grow in the Life of faith and %o
become authentic witnesses 0§ the Goapel Ain Zoday's wonld
by a concrete, well-adapied and effective commitment, dLn
Line with what the necent Council called for. As the pro-
gram of your curhent meeiing makes clearn, you want fe con-
Znibute, on youn parnt, Zo the development of the whole man




and o4 afl men., And you show a concern for the young which
we arne glad to see. May thein genernosity find 4in the cald
0f Christ the Living waten which gquenches thein thinst and
the 5¢&e 04 Love which seks aéﬁame thein action.

In this immense f{dield of action which 4is the Chunrch,
you feel a sense 04 solidarity with those who devoite them-
selves to the apostolfate according Lo other methods in
thein social milieu, 40 as to penetrate {ts mentality and
structures with the Gospel yeast of jusifice and peace. fle
urge you to pukt into practice That precccupation which we
notice with foy Ain younr General Principles : 'sense of Zhe
Chutch'. Dear sons and daughtens, heep this deep affection
and fidelity to the Church, Lhis openness Lo hen pasitoral
projects, 1this Ainsentdion Anito The ecclesial communities
04 which you are pant. FEring to Lthis what i& perhaps mosi
charactenistic of you ¢ a continual nesont to the weld-
dprings of Chrisi and His paschal mystery, followingdn the
path of Mary, In expressing these desines, we give you,
and those whom you represent here before us this moaning,
with all oun heart, oun fatherly apostolic blessing.




LETTER OF CARDINAL VILLOT for Manila '76

SECRETARIAT OF STATE , :
No 305090 o

From the Vatican, August 6, 1976

Mr. President,

-

The _Holy Father has.received with joy the news that
the Christian Life Communities will soon be celebrating
their General Assembly, preceded by a formation course. He-
has given me the agreeable mission of transmitting his en-,
couragement to the leaders, organizers and participants of
these important days. . .

The framework and the program you have chosen fo'give
this gathering are, in themselves, very significant.

You have, 1in fact, chosen to gather in one of those
countries whose people are "engaged with all theinrn enenrgy
in  the effort and struggle fo overcome everything which
condemns them to remain on the mangin of £ife”, to use the
very words of the Apostolic Exhortation "Evange111 Muntian
di" (n. 30)}. You are thus deliberately putting yourselves
in living contact with the poverty and the desire for inte
gral development that marks today the life of millions of
persons in the entire world. In so doing you.affirm that
the Christian life, willed, sought and lived by your commu
nities, does not shut their eyes +to the serious problems .

Mr. Roland Calcat
President . B -
World Federation of :

" Christian Life Communities
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that torture an immense part of humanity. Quite the con-
trary, it reveals that only a true brotherhood, fashioned
by love - 1is able to.provide a solution to the "fLagrant
inequalities in developmenit” (see Letter, "Octagesima Adve
niens™, n.2), ,the "undeserved handship" {see Encyclicals
"Rerum Novarum" and “"Populorum Progressio", n.9), the trou
bies and disorders that are today an open wound in the
side of humanity.

On the other hand, you have prefaced your sessions
with long and intense days They are days marked at one
and the same time by a burning search for the Absolute,
God, in the school of St.Ignatius of Loyola, by reflection
and serious stuydy of key questions, by modestly learning
the best means to announce the Gospe] to the men of our
time, by the lively and concrete experience of that commu-
nity 1ife which enters into the very definition of your
: assoc1at1on and whwch is 1ts dynamo and its 1nsp1rat1on.

In interpreting the deep concern and the most enthu-~
siastic good wishes of the Holy Father, I would 1like to
suggest to you some major orientations. S

The first has to do with the need for a so0fid fonma-
tion. The active and effective presence of lay persons, as
you know, has never ceased to bé felt in the Church from
its beginning. Proof of this is the list of those who col
laborated w1th the Apostle Paul (see Acts 18:18; Rom. 167
3-16; 2 Tim 4:19 £f.). Nevertheless this presence has in
these last years, and espec1a11y since Vatican Council Il
{see Constitution "Lumen Gentium", chap. 4; Decree "Apos-
tolicam Actuositatem™; "Ad Gentes", nn. 17 and  21),’
acquired a scope,.- significance and features more and more
remarkable. There, ‘without doubt, is one of the marks of
the Church in our time. Now experience shows that the more
that the laity take on responsibilities within the eccle-
sial community or as Christians 1in the world, the more
they need to be formed for the tasks they will be called
on to carry out {see “"Apostolicam Actuositatem", nn.28-32).
At bottom there is question, cbviously, of as deep as pos-
sible a human formation. But:this needs to be accompanied




and enlightened by a- Christian formation that, in order to
be integral, will take place on different 1eve1s, doctrin-
al, spiritual and aposto11c : :

. The second. guideline .concerns .ntdimacy with Ged,
There is no apostle except one who knows-Jesus Christ, and
this not bynotions that are more or less intellectual, but
by relationships that are personal and permanent. For those
to whom you speak about the Lord will not believe -you un-
less you speak as a witness,  as a friend, as a confidant
{see FEXhortation -"Evangelii Nuntiandi”, nn. 41 and 76;
Discourse of Paul VI to members of the Council of the
Laity, October 2, 1975). The spiritual 1ife lived at
~Baguio during these days should not cease with the close
of the Assembly but be prolonged in your daily life.

The last guideline completes insome ways the preceding
ones: whatever happens, remain men and women of the Chuxrch.
That means, keep the spirit of the Church, sufferor rejoice
with the .grief and Jjoys of the Church, Tlisten to the
Church, but above all, love the Church {see, among others;
the d;\_scourse of Paul VI to the general audience of July 21,
1976) . Love her with a love that 1s spontaneous, simple,
joyous,; open as is the love for one's mother. To carry out
now and always her mission, to be able to render to the
world her service of salvation, to be truly a place for
the communion of men among themselves and for that of human
ity with God, the Church needs to be loved. Now this love
is, today, often withered by <criticism, contestation,
reservations, To Tove the Church means above all not to
rend her unity .and therefore carefully to maintain union
with her pastors, the symbols and the architects of unity,
and in particular with the universal Pastor who is the
successor of Peter. .

At the end of his Apostolic Exhortation "Evangelii
Nuntiandi", the Holy Father chose to evoke Mary, the star
of evangelization (n. 82). It is she who contemplated in
the depths of her heart the mystery of her Son (see Luke
2:1% and 51}, she who received the fir;t outpouring of the
Spirit of Pentecost (Acts 1:14), she who assisted in a
‘motherly way the missionary work of the Twelve -at the
Church's dawn. She is by a special titie linked to your




Communities, which formerly bore her name. Do not let any=
thing of her presence and her 1nsp1rat1on be lost in your
activity of evangelization. ‘

Such are the encouragements and the hopes that I am
happy to address to you, the President of the World Federa
tion, on the part of the Holy ‘Father. They are sent 0
you, te your immediate collaborators, to your ecclesiastic
al assistants, to all the participatns of the Assembly oF
Baguio, but also to each of the Christian Life Communities
scattered throughout the world. To all of you His Holiness
sends, as a pledge of an ever more fru1tfu1 apostelate, his
special Apostolic Benediction.

Be assured, Mr. President, of my most sincere regards
in OQur Lord.

J. Candinal VILLOT




ADDRESS OF PAUL VI to the Executive Council
29 December 1976 ‘

Dean Sons and Paughters,

_ We are happy Lo weed the new Executive Councdl o4
yourn Fedenation, elected at the Genenal Assembly o4 Ragudo,
in  the Phildippines, ZLast summexn. On that cccasion we
thansmitted 2o you ous encouragement and some essentlal
gudidelines. Keep on adiming at a solid doctrninal, spirdiiual
and apostolic formation., This will make L% possible foxn
you fo be authentic witnesses of the Loid 4in a world that
does not hknow him : "The Light shines iwn the dankness",
Chnisimas night nepeais to us, 1In the same way, maintain
constanitly that iniimate relatlonship with the load fhat
he expects grom his jfriends Like Mary who "kept and medd-
tated all these things in hexr heant’, Lastly, Love the
Chunch, make her fLoved, serve her as a mothen @ think and
deel with the Chunch, your Statfutes say. Tell all the mem-
bens o4 the Wrnfd Federation of Chaistian Lide Commundities
again of the hope that the Chunrch places 4An thedir aposio-
Late. VYour zeal wiff be all the strongen and your radiant
influence more centadin, the monre that they have as a basis
that brothealy sharing that youhr groups encourage. And may
the Vingin Manry, whom we confemplate in a specdal way at
this Chrdistmas season, help you to gdve a welcome to hexn
Son and to present him to the worfd! With our Apostolic
-Benediction.
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