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FOREWORD. S

) Thls fourth Supplement portrays the thrust of the com -
\,munlty dimension in CLC, as its profile emerges toﬂay. o

It is no douwbt useful to recall that the PROGRESSIO

SUPPLEMENTS, like the review itself, reflect the. search
ings of Chrlstlan Tife Communities around the world.,  When
their evolution ' ‘and experiences are.of general value,~ we
try to grasp what these are and preésent them to our read—
‘ers. They constitute then a worklng paper. ‘They allow ‘us
to confront our own experience with that described , and
stimulate exchanges within our own community. This can aid
us to objectify or to situate our own knowledge and exper-
iences on the toplc. -

The COMMUNITY constlvutes one of the essentials that
make up our CLCs. And there is .a striking ° similarity in
the characteristics of it, as they appear in the experien-
ces being lived today in many places. It is true too that,
by and large, CLCs find fhemselves in the early stages of
‘their community experience, This explalns why they some ~
“times find 1t_d1ff1cult to describe what they are only be-
gimming to live, and to express all the riches and poten-
tial involved, : ' - '

This SUPPLEMENT is then, in a way, & flash photo of a
community experience as we see 1t developing and being
confirmed in the CLCs of different countries, It seizes
these experiences at the moment they are being lived and
in the way they are being formulated today. This without
prejudice %o the complemenbtary and corrective developments
which CLC's future path may bring. This highlights the
-value of this booklst: it can help each of us to evaluate,
personally and in our CICs, the community experiences we
are having by comparing them with the wider reality as:it
appears in CLCs  across the world, . But at the same time,
this admits its limits: a definitive profile has net yet
. been realized:  we see now' only the outlines, more and
more clearly, it is true., In this sense, it Is an.invita-
tion to live and to share with growing *1dellty that wblch
brings . us togethﬁr in the Christian Life Communlty.
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“Many authors, all of them members of CLC, c¢ollabora -
““ted in this Supplement, Their contributions, whether theseé .
"be in the form of experiential accounts or of reflections,.
“draw on their concrete living in the Christian Iife Commun-
~ity., .Their diverse geographlcal origins corrocborate the
gingle thrust of the CLC community experience +that they
present, thoagh~this is’olothed in quite a wvariety of ex-—

pressions, ' ' ‘ " '
) This Supplement, such as it is, sheds light on a segw
ment of the road we are travelling., It.recalls to all of
ue that, having made the same choice out of.love for Jesas
- Christ, the COMMUNITY is there to open us and make us:
ready for the action of His Spirit.

 José Gsell
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Part One

LINES OF EEVELOPMENT IN CLC TODAY

'I CL(’;,«E;& comﬂmm&‘ 10, SERVE I "DISPERSION"'. -

On my work desk 1s the photo taken at the end of the
Assembly of Augsburg in 1973: a symbol of-what I wish to. .
communicate to you.  That photo shows. more than 200 of us,
members,representlng the CICs of more than 30 dszerentV'
countrmes. And yet that motley nultitude of dlverse ori-
gins forms ONE SINGLE COMMUNITY. A Community that later_
DISPERSED, headed for thelr respectlve "MISSIONS"

And that is what our: local communltles want to repro—
duce: the "universal sense" of the Church, Rooted as they
" @re in time and space, 'and at the same’ time open to all
tlme and to. the entire werld. . s i

We,must, become ccnsclous"of this communitarian and .
Mecclesial™ gpirit, so as to be always alert that our life
‘style is never deprived of meaning and force by other as-
pects that are not characteristic of CLC, These communi-
ties which form a single community will never need to be

 turmed in upon themselves, and must never succumb to the .

temptation - of turning iste mere gatherings where prayer,
and reflection do not Iead - to SERVICE

~ There is not sPace here t6 develop elther “the inspir-
ing history .or the theology - of the dimensions just men-
"tioned., Perhaps PROGRESSIO may later on offer more ample
material about the inspiring origin of the spirituality of
the Christian Life- Communities, Nevertheless, to help us.
in our reflection and pryaer, ‘both personal. and communitar
ian, I shall outllne a few elements that are very signlfl-
canty : .

_We arewgroagg of FRIENDS IN THE LORD “We have been “called~~
‘ together'by the Lord
~through a common  exper1ence;wfounded in  the Spiritual
‘Exercises. "Called together": by +the Iord, - in order to
make the journey of apostolic fOIIOW1g& that results from
,stlcklng cloge. to Our Lord Jesus Christ with a keen desgire
to continue-his work, SERVING SO AS TO BUILD THE KINGDOM.

Our friendship is.not held together by spontaneous or by o

B
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A; uafufél‘affin1f£5 sof temperament language TRcE, hobbzes... 'v

- ‘Our PRIENDSHIP proceeds from the INITTAL LOVE OF THE IORD ~ -

J',for each one. of us. We -have been "seduced" by Hlm, and in-

' gtead of dlviaing us,  our dlfferences unite us in our . com-j,”

" mon eagerness to-follow Christ. We have divested ourselves

7 of "self-love, personal desire and self-interest" for the
© sake of the ONE LOVE AND DESIRE of the Lord. Jesus.. '

Ve are friends in the Tord IN DISPERSION: for the bonds of
o © our ' friendship

A fare based on the LOVE that 1s COMMUNICATIVE of self and is -
-DISPERSED AND OFFERED to all men, It ig. a love +that, in
the language of St. Ignatius  in ‘the Contemplation to Ob-{‘}

“tain Divine Love,. DESCENDS from God (the initiative of the '

love of the Lord) and EXTENDS itgelf to all,. Perhapa we
r;should expand on thisg secondAaspect because, . very often,
_we more -easily have the experience  of love "that = comeés.

fufrom on-high" and less the EXTENSION or. DISPERSION of that =
love in us, ‘which commits us to be witnesses - -of" his Gospel -

“ to the farthest ends of the earth.

. This disper31on is manifested, as we have already ine-
dicated, by our belng scattered in ~“time and ‘geographic
‘'space, But it is also shown. THROUGH THE VARIOUS MISSIONS

- (SENDINGS .or ASSIGNMENTS) that are entrusﬁed to us by the
" movement of the Holy Spirit and are. 'DISCERNED for a. BETTER

SERVICE. Each member community of the larger CLC- communltyf .
ought to seek and find ‘its specific mission, just-as eachg'

V1nd1v1dual member of partlcular communitles must do.

This means that this dlsperalon, ‘established’ o "pind

5ohesel£,more to God our Tord and show oneself_mere,gener—
ous towards Him,"  is vibrant with the joy of :sharing the'

same splrlt of love and service, a splrit that unites usf;,

. despite our physical separation - and thus glves a sgeclal‘”
,gualltz to our frlendshlp 1n ‘the Lord. V

We are frlends 1n the Lord IN COMMUNICATION, “‘The most fun~ -

damental reag

¢on for our communlcatlon in- the CICs 13 the omne that St.‘“

Ignatlus states in the Contemplatlon ‘for Obtalnlng Divine
" Lovet. “"Tiove congists in two-wa;
.that'is; in. ivi?‘ %o and sharin
ever onme has or .can have, and vice versa the loved one.

_communication. or sharing,
with the loved one what- - .

with the beloved..." (Spir. Ex. 231), Thus.the example of - .-

‘God, whlch is’ communlcated"from above“, makes us "reflect" -
e , o
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 'and leads us not only to a. "take, Lerd and recelve" w1thl
regard to *God: (Splr. Ex. 234), ‘but also towards . all oth-
ers - our nelghbors, our frlends, all men. fk;v, o

Bat, aust ag for the ‘Lord a specxal form of hls com—
;munlcatlon is- his WORD, so also in "revealing ourselves™
;and communicating ourselves to otheTs we accompllsh tnls
throigh the WORD, which helps us to be. able to express and;
to increase our matual love. -

When Ignatlus and his companmons entered upon thelrf
_famous Dellberatmon, .what they asked themselves could be
stated thus::. "The First nizht that we gZot™ together this.

" question was posed: ‘whéther it would be better for us to

be united and bound together ina gingle bogg go that no’
7phy91cal distance howéver great would geparate us,., - Fln— .
ally we decided for the afflrmatlve...tnat we. should not
undo our union and assoclatlon, but rather confirm it.
o+« MAKING OURSELVES INTO:ONE BODY, WITH EACH ONE EKNOWING
ABOUT AND CARING FOR THE OTHERS... (Monv. Ignatiana, ‘Const.

I, P. 3, @ 3).

T It is precisely “becaude of this distance that the an-

Cion involved is defined not only as a Mhond of wills" but
also by the essenﬁlal means of obtaining it despite the

ny51cal d;stance namely . “having news and 1nformat10n - o
bout one another and much communlcatlon.“

Features of Qur’ Communities' I have had to accept the 11m1
- tatlons of gpace and so am un
able to consider Tully and treat in depth other aspects of
ouy COMMUNITY IN DISPERSION, But I want to be sure to un-
‘derllne some characteristics that- ought to be present in
. every local CLC. They follew as corollarles from what has
already been explained: ) .
‘1) Each CLC is.an agostollc group. all the means tha* )
we use in the CEC should lead us to follow Our Lord Jesus
Ohrmst "apostolleally". Prayer, then, in and for action,
means that 4f we are not dedicated = %o apostolic act1vmty,
' our prayer, is "empty of the ‘message - of the Lord.™ :
© 2) The diversity Qf migsions implies that in CLC our ag
tlvlty is not- limited to any one catezory. Itherent in~thxs
characteristic is, then, a plurality of act1v1t1&s and “tem-
mitments, and not runiformity™, '
3} Since we are following Jesus Chrlst pocr and ‘humble
{as. we have come to recognize him through the COmmON ‘eXper
‘ience of -~ the Exercises,  wé must have a. llfeystyle that

<
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ﬁ:contlnually x&enllfles as: more and more with the poferty
©of Christ. . : S B
4) This greup of »"frlends in the Tord" should live an.

rapostollo flexibllitx of men transformed by Chrlst who run~V~

 towards the most. universal nood,' leaving - eften with re~
gret - means. that take us away from this vision, and who

. take bold and 1nte111gent _1n1tiat1vee 1n the‘ spirit of

-~ Christ. . T

- 5). Seeking, therefore,' always the Divine Wlll, while -

(‘1ett1ng ourselves. bé questioned and challenged both by hlS:
L1v1§g Word(Chrlst) and by his Existentlal Word (events)

6) We must sow the eeed everywhere of the communlty ae
‘a 31gn of "koinonia (fellowshlp) in such a way that each
of “the local communitlee ‘and the Unlversal Comminity of
‘CLC may be a sacraments sign and reality of the’ communlon'”
“of,love established among men by means of Jesus Chrlst.

Justo Gonzélee-%arrio s.;.
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1. IE ROIE OF THb LGCAL’ QOMMII'TE:_

+

A newly formed gatherlng of CLC members does not aut@
;Amatlcally become a COLC group or communlty. -It can ea31ly
: rema;n a collection of persons or wither and die along ‘the
way.’ Bach individual and the group as a whole must strag-
gle with the thelp of God’s grace toward. haman and Chris~
 tian maturity, What is, then, the rols of a dlocal communl-
ty-and what does 11v1ng 1t 1m@ly9 -
vggg‘ﬁole ~ - HNote that we are concerned W1th a. CLC group,
- - mot a family " or a group of friénds or even.a
"pafish Sroup. Our bond ig a common vision and way of life:
-service within the Church-and. for the total llberation\of
man and the world in Christ, We gather ﬁogether in communi
ty to live thls migsion toge#her and to help. one another
live 1t each in his own unique place and WaYs: )

We note also that the local group is ‘the place where
 the’ community dimension ‘of the CLC .way of life is llved by
- most of ug most of the time, larger groupings such as con-
gresses, courses or sessions on national and international
. levelg are occasional and so do not - touch our living of
- CLC ewer the weeks and months of : the year, One's personal
- commitment and efforts are fuﬁdamental but remain individ- .
ual until shared with the group. The local . community repre .
gents the. grass-roots of CIC where the universal and indi- .
vidual dimensions flnd thElr ‘on-going communltarlan expres

‘sion,’ T

- We: mlght term th1s the role of the local groap°'
lived-experience in communltj of CIC, It is not just dis— -
cussion or planning .-or even praying together but a living
out of a way. of 1life based on the Spiritual Exercxses and’
for apostolic service., Nor is it enough to have a collec-
tion of CLC members unlesg there is an interaction - “oetween
them as members of a communlty. The humsn and- splrltaal
gquality of the listening. -and shar1ng which.go to make ‘up
‘that interaction are the heart of the lecal ‘group's effect.
iveness, Its role, then, is-to be an .experience of the'k

CLC wa; of llfe Jived in communlfarzan exohaage. s ’
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: The Qualltz‘of ﬁi;Let us explore fourfdlmen51ons in whzchfgf

Inxeractlon S a’ CLC, group is»called to live a sharlngj:‘
,;ﬁ'and recelv1ng of grQW1ng depth and qualjﬁg
,‘_,1ty0~' S ) :
1. °Friendéﬁip ‘ There 1s an: 1n1t1a1 perlod when, e

fgardless of the - content discussed or action undertaken,f7

" the main thlng a grouy kasg to do is to. gain a certain con- -
' ﬂfidence in.omne- another. That trust in turn, if it is not.

- to wither for lack: - of roots, nmust’ grow toward a -love of
ffrlendshlp. In order to be’ formed to serve with Him, the
- Lord calls us. to learn to love one another, to be frlends“;
united in Him, ‘ S

The human and’ the splrltual ‘are 1nterwoven here. In a ,
.ny human frlendship there = is sharing of one's longings o
and fears, rece1v1ng the unique gift of" another person, mo

- -ments of crisis when dlfferences of' opinion and. 1nterest,

7”,fee11ngs of resentment, .angery - ete., toward one kanotber
~omust be faced. and worked ~through. - These human - dynamics

. have spiritual roots, for through them we die to self-cen-
. tredness, receive the saving gift of God's love through
“another and give ourself in response. This liberation a-
‘mong the members of the, group must be . lived out in pa-
~tience, humility and confldence in the Lord if one's per-
‘sonal CLC dedication and one's apostolic presence in other
~groups and in society is.to be liberating for others. ' The
.group's exchanges W1ll becone - 1ncreaslngly fruitful as. 1ts

~ijmembers care deeply- enough about ~ one another to- be open

\and truthful out of love rooted 1n ‘the service of Chrlat

',x2. Prager ', A second and closely related dlmen51on
‘of interaction is. that of ‘prayer. It is not just a gues-

. tion of praying togetner but of a pervaszve att;tude to-
. ward one ‘another, Our frlendshlp ‘for one another is that -
;of a group of apostles standlng together but tarned confi-’
dently toward . the Lord wbo alone can reallze in and -
u‘through ‘them® the- fullness "of His call . and mission. - The
S more tbls prayerful regar& for others 1n the group 1s,real,,
-+ the” more progress on almost . every other 1evel w1ll be fa—'_*
'»fcllltated..y , -

B An 1moortan¢ way such ‘an attitude develogs ié by
;sharlng prayer.vThe form may vary: an exchange of what was -
kfexperienced durlng medltatlon or: rev1ew of the day, a. tlme




of prayer or a Eucharlst durlng the meeting; In Such exm
changes -one listens to the Splrit's presenee anﬁ ‘action in
“others and tries. to ‘share the same in onesgelf; or, in mom-

" ents: ‘of quiet. prayer - and Bucharist, the group -ean standf“‘

Cowith one ancther before the Lord thanking’ Him for gifts ré
celved and begglng Him for what ‘one or anather member of
the group needs now, An experience of the Exercises often
‘makes for a quantum leap in  the group's relatlonshlps on

a thls and every oﬁher level o

3. Challegg T As the quallty of" trust in one anoth*

er and in the Lord grows . in the group, their 1nteract10n‘ -

will be able to embody the kind of challenge the Gospel
representS'for'béliévers.\ The Word of God is descrlbed as
a. twouedged aword which penetrates ‘ug in every direc¢tion
to invite and . challenge us to be converted anew and to-
grow deeper into the faith, hope and love given by God in
Jesus Christ. Analogously, the Spirit can call the members
; ~of & group through exchanges marked by llberty and truth‘

to a fuller CLC living of the’ Gospel

The subject matter exchanged upon should reflect thel‘
needs of the group., The growth of the group as group will .
be treated in another article. Iet us reflect- on how thé
- growth of individual members . can shape a group. interaction
characterized by spiritual challenge, Being liberated -for
‘service means growing from an 1nltmal period when enthusi-

o ast;c response to God's ecall is domlnant through a criti-

cal period when profound purification fram ‘self-centred~
“ness is asked and colors all else, to one where: standing
~ with Christ in. serving men. is the key note. Granted +that
- call, crisis/purification, and service with Christ are con
stants present at every moment and that growth is not a
line but a. gpiral of grace - -drawing us  ever deeper into
Christ, there are still thresholds where the dominant note
changes. It can be of great belp if a pergon and the other
group members with nim sense where he is HOW: the dominant
 note and need in his CLC life and growth in Christ. For ex

ample, a person experiencing predomlnantly the. call of uhe R
" Lord will hopefully be able to express the yearnlng, “the
enthusiasm, the joy of that +time and to receive a rein-

' ‘fd:cement\of that spiritual energy from the group,y&notbe? .
who is living a time of crisis --and can share something ‘of

thatrpain‘anéﬁemptineés~mightnreceive~fromﬁtﬁe-grvupia,Idg

e
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: ;iing;ana pra rful encouragement to face tne truth Whlle,:a
s ing power of God For & pereon basig;v
~ca11y freed an ven‘to servzce, the groun can . ‘aid him %o
. .deepen his’ rootedneas in .Christ and to dlscern the greaterf?
'vfeerv1ce to which God 19 calllng.nzw; R L ‘

o _ Not only 1s the" ind1v1dual aided by the' '5p1r1tualfi
- challenge of: the others to.live to the full %His moment of
" grace, they are usually enriched by being prl?lleged “to
ghare in that yearning, that struggle, that generos1ty.‘
ﬁGrace is thus multiplied and nhanced as through a prism so -
as-’'to permit the Spirit to touch each person ‘where he or i
- she is and. the group as. a whole, = . : ‘ ,

ﬂThere must be a truatlng llberty to say to one another and
‘hear from one another the “truth, although llmlted,' per- .
Vcelved through the Spirit's guldanee., -Sometimes they w1ll
“be hard words inviting conversion: e.g., e you - never

- oyet¥, "I do ‘not see. how your . workzng for that company 1s ad .
 vancing the liberation of man," etc. Sometimes an gncour -
; gagement to faithfulness" ¢.844 "Perhaps the Lord 'is call-»
Cing you to trust in him rather than yourself through this
";dlff1culty " "What. you said was of help to me," ete., " Not
o express. what one honestly feels ig for the growth of an L
Q'other would be to: inhibit the Splrlt's action in his- llfe,
in mine and in the group.. The others are there 0 balance

must be a quallty of listening which gees beyond the. thlngs
" said to the total person addressed and What God w1shes to.
_do in the world with and- througn hlm.‘ .

4. Discernment o To reallze the fullness of the lo-,”

cal group!s: potential in CIC 1ts interdetion must ‘also be B
'»fcharaeteriZed by discernment. ~Both on & group. and 1nd1vzd

ual level, decisions are - being made “from the . outset: and

© oty of inner freedom ‘and- sens;t1v1ty to  the Spmrlt's MOV

“of the' CLC way of 1ife over Several Years, It is. deepeneaﬂ’
“especially through experiences of +the individually guided -

by prayerfnl .review:of the day and talking occaalonally
'w1th a spirltual guide.v ‘;f’ o

- Once agamn, the quallty of the interaetlon is - cruclal.,”’

 find time to pray, it mast not be a real value to you ,  f

.or correct if need be,. Together with such a sharlng, there qﬂﬂ

“hopefully in a. prayerful way, What must giow is the quali-~ . -~

"'1ings. This comes by living and grow1ng in - every. dlmenslon,;iw

.Exercises and. their follow~up in daxly living, esPeclally e




“As Lhe discerning spirit. deepems, it will be able to.
’play,an inereasing part in group exchangea and ch01ces as
well &as those that individual members make. “The group will:
be more sen51t1ve Yo the apiritual, sagnlflcance of its col
) lectlve ‘moods and more able- to know surely where it is.-and.
‘ _what next step it should take: A group canmot make a deeis
(ion for-an individmal but if it knowa him 'well it can be
of great help in. seeing where he is’ “perhaps not yet: free
to hear God's call in a glven situation and ‘how the Gospel
clarifies the ‘data for and consequences.of a choige, - In -
"the beginning, more attention will be given to understand-
sing and learnlng to live CLC, As members mature, group in-
teractlon will focus on discerning: thelr greater serv1ce
to the Church and warld.

We havéstriéd‘tb‘ciarifyfwhat the lo¢al gfoup*is«aQQ,
does: its ‘role. We are "Communities" of Christian 1life not

"Vbeoausthhat ig 'in?t today or even ‘because it is good ~ to

be together. More profoundly,~ the CLC way of . ,Christian
. life necessarily involves a communitarian dlmen31on. Liber
ation for service to liberate the world in Christ is. lived
and matured through prolonged - "interaction in a group, an
1nteraction characterized by deepenlng frlendship, pnayer,
»challenge and dlscernment.

Larry STiNN;‘s;31
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III STAGES CF COMMHNITY LIFE

. An apostolzc communlty, as descrlbed 80 - far and as
CLC understands itself, is nob something Present as:a. mat-
ter of course from the very béginning, or resulting auto-.
matically from good will or a clear concept. It is. sSome=
thing 1n1t1ated and guided by the Spirit, ~within concfetep
human condltlons. Thus it is something undérgoing a proc-
¢gs of growth  and development. Experience - partly - con—
firmed by the research of group dynamlcs - shows that this
process develops in several stages., Lived on a foundatlon
of faith and by a group attempting to orient. itself toward
the CLC. way of life, this process shows evident parallels
with the phases of the individual's. human growth and splr—
itual progress toward liberty for digecernment and serv1ce,
to Whlch the Spiritual Exercises both challenges and ag~
sists one. So.let us have a brief look at the main stages
of this process by which a group of peeple who ‘come to-
gether can become a communlty of dlscernment. o

1. Phage of .sze-coni‘idefnce_ - fgmj.nciple and Foundation'

The initial phase.of confidence-given-in-advance (ac-.
cording to group dynamics) or of .*the Principle and Foun-
dation' (Spiritual Exercises) requires only a short peri-

~od of getting acquainted., It is marked by a high degree of
unity in understanding of the group goal.and of common. pre
supposed criteria, Oné feels ‘that one's basic needs as a
human being, such as acceptdance, warmth, love, etc., and
the special. needs that led one  into thls group, can be met
here. .

.In a. croup marked by Caristlan falth that faith will - -
be recognized ag the common background of experience. The
chdracteristic sign of this initial period, a sometimes oy
erwhelming joy ‘because of the experience of mutual confi=

r -dence -and opernness, 1is pos31ble because of basic unlty in
essentlals. : ~

; But heré one should remember the warning of Ignatlus-
"If the one who is giving the Exerciges sees that the exer
citant is going on in consolat~on and in great fervor, he

. must admonish him not to be. inconsiderate or hasty in mak-
ing any promise or VOW..." (Spir. Ex. 14). ‘Because of the-
‘growing joy,. honesty could be endangered., The new-found
fellewship (it is not yet a “community) is experienced -as

such ‘a great value that one is ready to make anjustiflabl%
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;,'sacrlfices for, 1t..0ne might be ready ¥o ¢ wzthhold or- even
- . t0 suppress’ oypos1ng opinions. or 1nc1pient difflcultles

through fear. that otherwise the 'peace' and unlty, or even :
;the contlnuatlon of ‘the groap,,would be in -danger.

,‘2;'Phase of the Grisis pf gggth - 'First Weeg'f

This means that - at first almost imperceptibly -

* gquestions come up, such questions as +to how the limita-
" tions 'in the individuals, becoming more evident now, can
. be reconciled with the professed ideal of the group, which
- one wants. to keep as it is., One realizes that the fulfill-
ment of one's own needs is limited by:the differences, al
".ways more obvious, in the expectations of the others. One
feels disappointed and 'blocked' interiorly By reserves
and mistrust. In order that this erisis, which at . first
glance seems to be a threat to. group cohesion, .can be conw
" "geiously accepted and lived thriough, two essentials are in

dispensable for each member: honesty before one another,A .
and faith that the unity so far experiencéd'as a ‘community. -

of shared faith, can withstand the test of discovering ego

isms, sins, limits and secret rivalry (often hidden be-

hind very reasonable arguments) One comes to believe that
the group-can survive all this and really deserves true.
sacrifices - and not just those which I was ready to make
anyhow, Consequently the 'conflicts’, the differences in
. oplnlons, the negative interior reactions toward some per-
~ sons, should not be suppressed. ZEach one has to face them
~and then to clarlfy them by talklng with. the persons con-l‘
cerned, .

If in this way I honestly allow nmyself to recognlze
my feelings and opinions and consent to be changed - even
if it be painful - then my reactions (and that means my-
-self) can become changed and purified by and through open
and frank speech with thé person concerned. The parallel

. to the 'First Week' of the Exercises is. obvious here: hav-
ing experienced love and care, I can afford to admit the
selfishness, unreallstlc agpects and slns in my oplnions
and feellngs which were revealed to me only in this open=- '
ness to the other person. Thus - purifled - they can be ov
ercome or worked out,

By this. proeesa I Wlll come to experlenee how fOOllSh,,
really was the attempt to establish my -security by my own
- means. Actually I did try for a while to play a role.
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b before the others, but ba31cally was - not hapgy because ofl

the anxiety that I could not follow through with it. If

‘now I ‘can have the experience that the others do accept e’
‘as I am, then - out of this crisis - the real and true com
munity is growing, Each one now is given acceptance and re
ggard, not so much despzte hig weakness and his’ faults, but
~ rather along with, and finally even because of, his sins, -
;Befere thie point is reached, the group will first have to
‘live -through difficult moments. Generally it~ involves not
just a single crisis, but a series of  critical situations
‘before solid unity. and freedom is attained., The result at
the end is not just a changed cemmunlty, but the individe

ual members themselves have undergone a process of change"ff
" and conversion, Here i3 another reason why thls phase of

group development can be paralleled with the crisis peri-
od in the, Exerclses, the 'First Week', in which one con-
fronts and accepts’ the truth about oneself, confesses one's

k‘guilt and in gratitude experiences that - out of the~mer-

cy of God - one ie allowe& to 11ve.

'_3. Discernment and Decis1on - ’Second Week'/

Once ‘mutual acceptanee 1s gelned - and this Wlll be
] renewed over and over -again - energies are nho longer
chained, but free for gervice, All energies are now free
.. for the real goal of. the group, collaboration in the mis-
_sion of Jesus Christ, o o

In group dynamlce one would " epeak'here-of the smooth .
step into the phase of intimacy, at the end of which the
inereaged identification with ome another and with the
"goal makes free decision and group action poss1ble. Howev-
‘er, discernment and decision-finding in & CLC. group does
not mean merely to.arrive at some group detivities, but to

find the will of God. 4And, as we receive the will of God -

- made concrete in the person of Jesus, and so try to let
" ourselves be entlrely shaped according to Eim, the will of
God cannot - be found any longer by the way\of ‘mere abstraet.

,reflectlons, but shows itself in a- concrete human person,
in Jesus-and His way, A man and his way cannet ‘be. met By
means. of thinking., One has to contemplate him and thus as-
‘similate his attitudes and- -way of life. (first part of: the
¥YSecond Week'). For a community this means that, together B

Cwith others, one grows 1nto thls way: by medltating the gosg

‘ pel. - . -
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'fclde in HlS spmrlt. One is, however, easily 2cel
judging ‘one's own: readiness in this, regard' That- is why Ig -
B ;natlus teaches us very ser1ously to consider this. ‘aspect.

.. Only when I. honestly and. often and 1n31stently -agk to be’
lchosen for that which emotlonally I detest the most, only
_then can I hope to-have the. freedom in Whlch ‘a true and
'Tnot f3131f1ed declsmon is posslble. ) . »

S “The same holds for a community that 1ntenﬁs to find
: jlts decislons by dlscernxng the 'more urgent and:’ univer-;;

fsal‘ by following the ' guidance of the: "Spirit of Christ. -
. ‘The members ‘must be prepared for the consequent suffer— -
‘ings, prepared even to dissolve the community if - it is
“God's will, Because only- ‘when all of them; as a communlty,‘
"{‘have discarded all conditiong ‘and reservatlons,‘ can they =~ -
“be truly free for God's will, T

'~‘4. Declslonsvin the. Different Sta esvk

, Here we are at the ' p01nt where a- “communal dellbera-:\
“.tlon" falls ‘into place, parallel to the "electmon" in the -
‘Exercises made by an individuwal, In both cages, the way to
it ie long and cannot. be shortened. The. dellberatzon Proc- .
. esa itself cannot- ‘oe dlscussed further here, but there is
8till a question to be looked at: how can a communlty, dur‘f.
“ing the course of its development, come to declalons¢ 7 '

Durlng any stage of development in a greup, the necest:f
'lsmty for common -action: or fer taking a stand on a certain{\'
‘issue can ariee. This is- proper to the life of a’ group as
. well as io the life ef an 1nd1v1dual.; The measure of a

‘f*group as of a person is not how far it (or ‘he ) has ‘already ¢
. .goney- “but whether and - how: it copes wibh what ig called forly,
[hy its present stage of " develnpment. w

o Nevertheles‘ﬂ‘decisions vary  -as far as'thsir im_Vy"
”_;portance, consequences, and validity are concerned. . This‘
ig true ag well fer a7 group- durlng its differe‘tfpbas’ T
;development.g In the pre-confldence [ :
group is ‘mot yet - founded as.a unity in Chrlst.; So, what

it decldes and does ‘may be the. right thing, but it is not-
‘~yet the witness of unlty and life . that yia“‘apostolicf;'
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exservice in 1ts full sense°~ for the lave ef God, which 15: 
" manifested in Christ, cannot .be glven to others: through ac

"~,tlon alone, but must reflect the witness of life 1tself.

‘It is only in the last-mentioned phase, which in the_cen_ o
text . of .group dynamics is called the . "differentiation
~ phase", “that thls transparency with Christ grows. Whereas
‘before, +the members of the group did gomething or took a
- gtand for a cause, now the group is living for something,
;Whatever the group or any member of the group now does is
no longer a mere action, but a witnéss of life able to-
give witness to the Life that is Christ. ‘ )

Ingeborg von Grafénsteiﬁ'
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Part Two

EXPERIEHCES

”I; CHRISTIAN LIFE'COMMUNITY AT "KOINONIAY CERTER,beUTH A?RICA"
. Like many people all over the world at this time, we

are and have been searchlng for a true un&erstandlng dnd
: practlce of community. For us this means, of course, ‘a par

ticular orientation in the context of CLC, but yet ‘one.
which seems to us to have unlversal valxdlty., :

“In general ‘over the last three years, "we have lived

~an experlence arising rather dut of the insights of faith
than out of any given theories and practices of a specmflc

, ally intellectual or psychologlcal kind, though the latter
. have been of great help as “corroborations. - In.thls way,
perhaps .we have been able to keep closer to the origin of
the Spiritual Exercises in Ignatius® deeply personal exper.
ience than if we had followed an exterlorly-lmposed plan,’

|
|

Our exigtential Sltuatlon, undei Providence, has ‘been
) baslcally ideal, but not unrealistic., - Some of its compon-
ents have been: a centre wheré a resident community can
live; an opportunity for a fairly small on-going communi-
ty, as well as for a larger one during the ~annual four- .
month Training Course; 'a wide age-range, from thé late
. teens to the sixties; international, inter-racial and ecu-
menical dimensions; both men and women; lay, religious and
priestly involvement; and the chance for a balanced human,
spiritual and apostolic development of - community life
~which' can then be shared not only w1th our CLCs but also
wmth the ldarger communlty.

The fairly_small on-going commanity.has,expérienced a
gradual discovery of-essentials. At first, with much apos-
tolic work to be dome, the initial enthusiasm gave élan and
impetus. In time, 'however, it became clear that the "work-.
’~ing community", good though it was, did not meet the deep-
est requirements of Christian life together. Using the bas

‘"koinonumen" method (described recently in the Youth
Sectlon of PROGRESSIG), we reached a greater understand-
,ing, which we believe will continue to Erow, Perhaps the -
"best way fo describe this insight will be first in terms

. of a further development of the  koinonumen method adapted
to our particular situation, and secon@ly.initerms of the

_ a1




"tbeology"; ao To speak, of the human, :pirltual and apos-;f
tollc community as we now see it, - .

. In our most ~recent k01nonumen,' we used as meansbof‘
communicatlon‘ not only sharing, as preferable' to discug
- sion-or dialogue, “but, beyond thls, -what we- called, for
lack of more suitable words, "acceptirg and being accept-
'Ved"~. an unlimited, -unconditional, trusting acceptance by
each one of hlmself and of others, and the same kind of ac

. ceptance by others of him., We came to see- this deepenlng..

"of communlcatlon, from discussion - through ~dialogue and
sharing to accepfance, as having a parallel in the human
and spiritual areas, becoming, -on the human level, pro=-.
gressively more personal and more a matter of "the heart
. and the contemplative mind than of abstract and very pos-
V31b1y judgmental exchanges, and, .on the spiritual level,
more a matter of contemplativé than discursive“praYer(

Secondly, how can we, having experlenced it, relate
this deeper communmcation to our faith? We see it as a re-
flection, . or more precisely an. "inecarnation" of the Pag-

.chal Mystery and of the eternal community of the Trinity.
Beglnnlng on the human level, each one forms a truly per-
gonal and 1nterpersonal link with; the communmty of the
Trinity. This develops by means of personal prayer as.self .

_ —encounter with, accepting and being accepted by, -the eter
" nal Community; and by means of- prayerful person—to-person»
encounter, with both positive and  negative aspects - such

as praise, ‘gratitude, trust, hurt, forgiveness - in order:

that we may accept others and be accepted - by them. in the -

‘community of the Trinity. Only after this bagic human,
prayerful encounter, comes the posaiblllty of a truly pray.
ing (or spiritual) communlty.b qumal, organised prayer in
fllturgical or paraliturgical expressions can ‘now- - be

fllled with far greater’ meaning, and the making of practl-*"

cal dec191ons through communal dlscernment or trustful de-
‘pendence on ‘the judgment of "speclalists" can llnk,prayer
and action indissolubly, because the communlty is ready to---
listen for Goed's decision rather “than Just its own., It can

. Yseem good to us and to the Holy Spirit", Informal, s pontaf

- neous sharlng ‘or shared prayer can spring from - the true
" charity achieved through prayerful personal encounters. .

From these human and spiritual foundations, it is ‘posaible
for genulne and frultfal apostolic work to' arlse. Only
when so bonded in true community does it seem tovusvthat
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Cis GOD.*.

: We sometlmes meed in each other 8 homeg,

i We: can’ share wmth othera the llfe of the Eternal Communlty 
of the Tnlnlty.klee St. Paul, we do not think we. have- "al
' ready obtained this or are already perfect“ but, . alse .
" like him, we "press on toward. the geal for the prize. of the
,upward call of God in- Christ Jesus® and "we look forward -

to the 01ty whlch hag foundatlons whose builder and maker

-?"Koinonia" Canter

II COMMUNITY EXPERIENCE IN CALCUTTA,VINDIA
The CLC 91tuat10n in the Calcutta Archdiocese. 15 rath

Ver‘compllcated - 40 unlts, grouped llngulstlcally as Eng~
~lish, Bengali and Hindi-<speaking; old~t1me ‘dedicated parish

Sodalities and new, vibrant “cells"; - groups. of every con- = -

"'oelvable soc1al strata in the placid villages and teemlng

cities. Until-two years ago, the Federation.executlve,
then & purely administrative body, gearched for an effec~

:’tlve way to uplifs these groups and bu1ld them into a com-
cmunity. A deliberation led them into making the Exercises

together, At the end of them, they unanlmously decided %o -
form themselves into a leing Cell and meet once a week
for two hours in deep prayer, . sharing and apostolic ac—
tion, ‘The members are from distant parts of Calcutta ~ an
English nun- who is a college lecturer, a-priest-missionary
from Belgium, two lady secretaries,- two dollege students,

a lady professor, a young trainee-teacher and myself, a

mercantile execitive, Can people from such dlfferent baok;

,=grounds form a ccmml:m:f.t;sr'> Two . years have shown ‘that a com=- -
- mon commitment can bind diverse individuals together, The

group continues to grow in fervour; in openness and dedi-
cated service. Thére have been moments of crisis, due o
homan temperamental fazllngs or to dlsoontent, but ulti-

.'mately divine love and a :discerned sense of duty prevall'

and the- storm clouds recede and dlsappear. )
Communlty to us means learning $o relate lovingly tor

each member in the group. We remember each other - in our’

morning‘prayers, offer in.turns' the Eucharlst - daily for

- the intentions of the group, .visit each other especially

in times of distress, remember each other's ann1versar1es.,°

-oux. weekly meetzngs prOV1de varied, - 1nteresting fare.

.‘-_" | - B o - 23
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‘ CLCera, for we also aim to be an an1mat1ng ageney) conaist,f
- of deep, shared ‘personal prayer based on Seripture’ -and a-

"f~shar1ng of our personal and functionmal 1lives - our Joys,

. month, also regular

'burdens, hopes,. failures and asplratlons. We pray for and
.. mutually advise, cemfort and support each other. In commun

ion with Him, we try te Chrzstlanlae the everyday s1tua-‘j
tlona we Tind' ourselves in, : . .

o - Recently, one of our members was the target'o
'“scrupulous bosg who made overtures. impugned W1th:dlabollﬁf
~cal motives, -Should she resign her job or. f1ght¢ The CILC .

p‘spirit of liberating -justice decided that she should flght./
. We prayed for her and . supported. her at every atage.’ She
went through much persecutlon.' Ultlmately Justlce pre—f

: valled and the man was disnlssed .

In a non-Chrlstian college,l torn by 1nternal factlon!
and unhealthy - rzvalry, the lady professor has been able to
1ntroduee daily prayer—aervlees and start small sharlng
',communltiee of non~-Christian students. There is more love -
T now and the atmosphere is more pleasant. ‘ e

We also share experienees and problems 1n a mlnlature
npevision of 1life" and attempt o, find- solutlons in accord :
ance with God's will, The ILord haa ‘showered His graces on‘i
our - wcrk We prayed over a’young H1ndu glrl,, afflicted by

" the ravages of polic and ‘her. deepalrlng parents. The child

. is slowly 1mprov1ng, but more 1mportant, +there is ‘peace -in

~ the home, -The sick are belng comforted and. recon0111at10nf,

,~brought to. broken famllles in - circamstances that ‘can ‘be

}pdescrlbed as mysterloaa ‘and: beautiful - God's loving - heart
‘uging our. human hands for Hia greater glory.~,v » e

O Our group is alwaya open to’ the larger CLC famlly and}
the larger eommunity ef the People‘ef God, It is a servant{}
communlty, with'- everycne g 'ng evlienee of a° deep, Chrlst*

_métivated concern for his fellow-man, FORMATION 'is its
'apostollc prier ty. F rmation daye are ;conduehed oncé a.
eolleetlone ‘and- theVExer01see once -
a year,. We visit and agsist the units, and the unlts, ine-
splred by the Execut1ve, are gradually knlﬁtlng themselvﬁa$e
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0. a. commnnity. Each member isg alao called to an- lB-;i‘
dual apostolate, ‘about which he shares with the group,

;ijlnvolved in social communications; ~arother w1th the op—
~;_»pressed paor,. another with the. working youth;  another in

= ,ecumenlsm. Two months 880, an Angllean joined our group.:
- . We are the richer for it.. ‘The Spirit speaks- to us-through"
dlfferent people, diverse situations and "the signs of the
: tlmes”. Who knows where He w1ll lead us?‘ :

Thus one- coﬁducts charismatic: renewal meetlngs- another 154”, f 

'- Anthony Martyrisf.f4v

BUILDING OF A NATIGNAL COMMUNTTY IH THE USA

It all began or contlnued to be'a reallty when in ear

‘ ,ly'1973 our National Board of Directors - changed their ti-<'.

‘tle from Board of - Directors to the National Community of

- the ‘National Pederation of CLCs. Along with' the changer

',came the commitment or>recomm1tment to the ‘sense of ‘commun,
ity as descrlbed 1n General Prlnclple 5, Sense of -Church,

Whanever big changes ‘are. made it 15 often- the ‘result

of seeds that.  are planted months. before by persons from‘.rV

the - communlty., The vision begins to be seen by other mem-
" bers of the community. And so it was with ouxr Eatlonal Com
".munity.  The seed was really planted and began to grow in
late 1972 when a Faith Experiencelwas held for the members
of the Board of Directors. Many had gone through this kind.
' of experience with others, but this was the Tirst time

" that the elected board of directors met. with each. other in .

a Faith Experience so that each member might have the oppe'
-rtanlty to become part of a faith community. As one .person
~expressed it, "My expectation is that the national Board of
-Dlrectors might become a natlonal COMMUNITY of dlrectors.~

o Thus came the birth of a 'National COmmunlty. And. yet,
it is hard to put into words the light and hope ‘which came -

C terus during that particular meetlng. Our movement was be-

. ing - led by the Spirit fo-a great ‘service 'in. the - wholé .
,Chrlstlan cammunlty. ‘We had ‘at one time been a ”functlon-
al community", performlng the tasks that we had set be-

fore ourselves. But since the Faith Experlence we hadﬂ»

'fgrown into something far more true to our CLC ideal < a
rbaslc‘"personal community™. . At that meetlng we -committed
ourselves - to a new focus. We aaw dur- role-as Christlan'
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; : t 'of the Chureh,
resolutlon to 3331st;in the formlng of_'

. and we formu

all. klnﬂs of
’ selves to-a new role'as‘Christian Life Gommunity to the to;‘
. tal renewal effortsZ :
"formation of all- types of Chrlstlan communltles... v "We.é

istian communities., And so, "We commit .ouzr -

:our. Church. through assisting in. thelTj

commit ‘ourselves to making our national eenter in St. Lou-ff

is a strong 1nstrument, fo’ accompllsh this through Pro=
grams. such as  faith expewiences...,. development insti~

 -tutes..., leadership workshops...". "Together ag a nat-—

~ional community we can help build the Church ef Vatican II
by working diligently te touch our environment’ with 3]
. sénse of the Church." v ' o

Our. first attempt at carrylng out thia ‘new, or should;~
we say, renewed, commitment took place at our last Nation-
al Convention.  Our theme, though chosen months before our
. new focus,  was. certainly -an  expreasion of sur thlnklng.

. NEW COMMUNITIES FOR-CHRISTIANS - AN AMERICAN RESPONSE. Ma-

ny attendees had participated in past conventions and many

“had come for the first time. Many were CLCers and some'

were not, The experlence of bulldlng a faith-~community for
the duration of ‘eur days together can still be sensed in' .
conversatlons and. correspondence received toaay.» L

Our second . atﬁempt was an. entirely new concept. for;
us. We have for two years. co-sponsored.a program with the
School of Divinlty of St. Louis Univer51ty (st. Louis, Mig
souri), & program on the role of leadership in the develog

' f} ment 6f Christian communlty..Both years .we had a microcosgm

 of the Church, that is, priests, brothers, sisters and lay
~men and women, in attendance. The aim of the ‘course was to
‘provide for the spiritual growth of- the .individual as an
egsential réequisiteé of true Christian: oommunlty and to pro-
5, vide for the growth of community through development of faﬁ
- eility in leadership  and communication skllls. The Faith
‘Experlence at the beginning ‘of thé course proved to be a
good ope in which . the - partlclpants had an opportunity to
expllcate their 1nd1vidual personal growth in faith with
one another, to grow in trust and. community. In some Ssmall
way through the St. Louis effort our natlonal movement:
‘has begun to communioate ~and hulld the falth commanlty 1-,
deal in our nation. . .

Str1V1ng to’ contlnue to be a: National Gommunity is a )
ﬁfemondoas challenge. - Frequently we tend»to .lapse inte a

26 -




"functional membership", and as we do so our trust in God
“and our effectiveness as Hls instruments wane, We must con
tlnually ‘renew the. depth of a faith commitment . to Him
through communal discernment. Only in. this way, We belleve,'
“will the CIC in the United States : be a "divine force"i»in
4 shaplng the” Christlan communi*y of our: tlmes and, ultlmate
Aly, the Klngdom. DR
o : ‘eAMarie A; Schimelfenlng

“615 The *"Faith Experlence" mentioned here is a session of

’ two days in which. participants, in a climate of faith,
exchange experiences of the action of God im their llfe
‘history. It was. fashioned by J. A, Esquivel s.j., -and
.is widely used in the United States. ‘An account - of 1t‘
appeared in the May, 19?3 issue of PROGRESSIO‘

AN _EXPERIENCE 'IN REGiONAL commm

The development of CLC in France led rather soon to

“the establlshment of regional Communltles. They answered a

~double need, On the one hand, CLC members had, after a
_certain number of years, definitively chosen the way of
“life of Association Vie Chrétienne (the national Christian-

Life Commumity of France) by an .act of permanenﬁ commite
" ment to it. Thus they felt the need to deepen their intima

ey with Christ by mutual exchanges with those who shared,”
~ the same Ignatlan»splrltuallty, 80 as to’ dlsceﬁ
~ .in the face of current needs, - the will of God a¥:
. -apostolic m1331on, both personal and communltarlan. At the
time many of the groups _ineluded  both persons who had‘
definitively: opted for CLC and others Who were -candldates
7 Jjust beginning their cIC experience, On the other hand,_
‘ﬂsugh regional | comnunities ~answered another need keenly -
~ felt: that of giv1ng respon31ble, leadership to CLQ,;nna,,.
glven reglon. S ~ :
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It began with & flrst attempt in Parig-3 ”t'in}i§7l°, 

'V»an& quackﬂy spread to other areas.' -The, region “community.,

" is made up of those: members in an-‘area who,,

- after hav1ngxl
- completed a. perlod of" formatlon, have permanen 1y co -
" ted themeelvea tb CLC. This commun1ty is. respon31ble ferf*k
+the: CLC%-ln-process (that is, candidate groups,  or groups- .
1n—formatlon) throughout the area’ ‘and is accountable for. -
,VVtheir growth and their vitality. This regional communlty
~ becomes. too a community of discernment -with the role of
. assessing the needs of the Ohurch and of paople in that re
glon. : A ,

: One of ita services is, then, to assure the healthy -
' funetloning and- growth of CLC. There result concrete tasksf,
. that it assumes as a group, assign1ng certaln of its mem-
bers to carry them out, and’ receiving from them an account'

- 'of the work carried out, This is the case. with the. "year’
- of. introductlon" for persons- interested in CLC.’ .Two or

‘three members of the regional community are responsible.

‘for working with the new group, helping them %o- experlenCe;‘
- the CLC way of -1life during a year and so allow them to
' decide at the end of that time if they should continue.
~ ~Often too it is members of the regional communlty who ag-

* sist the - groupa«1n~formatlon during the period ranning
.~ from the end of the 1ntroductory year til1l permanent com - . -
‘, mitment, Flnally, this  area commanity is specially adgg‘
ted;tq function 4ds a place _for community dzscernment of .
the concrete.needs of the region. Viewed this way, it is a
help to the ‘groups in general and to their members in -
their efforts to adapt their apostolic response o the pr1
orlties ‘of the present moment.~

. The - sett;ng up "of ' these reglonal communltieé has -
Vbeyond ‘any. doubt favored the ‘progregs of the groups of the
area as & whole. . Even if ‘future developments or adapta=
+iong may yet- modlfy eertaln agpects of ‘their functionzng, ,
it is clear already that they have promoted the- development
Cof a communlty awareness at the reglonal level and that,
in doing this, they have ‘brought the universal dimension

. -of CLC home to members and have inserted it into events. 4s
Madeleine Terrasson underlines in. her Activities Report ﬁOa
, he French L1e (November 1, 1974) : '

. "A recent meetlng w1th reglonal leaders has showu that as'
( xyet all the regions do. -not yet. have true reglonal commun
L itles, Wlth respon51b111ty for their area, -and capable 6F -
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bupportlng thelr members who are’ active within and outsxde
CLC, and asszgn1ng them to apostolic missiona. Nonetheless

one notlces these developments.~

the awakenlng of -a ‘sense of responslblllty ‘within the.

community; this was especially noticeable at the ‘recent

‘elections for the national Council and for regional leag

ers - : )
the awareness of belonging to & community that is larger

" than one's own group; regional meetings, .and “relation- -

ships between groups, are more frequent than before ;
intermingling of groups; a realzzatlon that the group

'1s only a means

a practical . concern for the growth of CLC in the region,

= ‘Roland  CALCAT
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Part Three |

SOME QUESTIONS FOR REELECTION'

What Kind of Community is CLC? - - -
_ . CLC is a true COMMUNITY. So it has certain goals, In - -
CLC, . these .goals are so all-embracing that they involve a o
common vision of llfe. Doesg. our CLC have such a shared V1s
ion? - ‘

Any communlty 1nvolves sharlgg In CILC, this needs‘to
be an unusually deep and honest communlcatlon of ‘thoughts
and 1nneryfeelings.;.Does ourrcommunlty share this deeply°

CIC is a LIFE community, in which the entire exis-
tence of members (falth iamlly, work, prayer, sacraments,’
politlos, ete. ) is the community's concérn., So the shared
activity in CLC must be varied, reflective of this. 1Is
thls true of our CLC? - '

g-CLﬂ'ls a,CHRISTIﬁN community. The community members
are comparnions of - each other because they are companions.
of Christ, working with him to extend his freedom to all
men, .CLC is a community in Christ, not-just a warm, human -
community with Christiah touchés. Is. Christ the heart of
our CLC? i o ' o
Finally, CLC is not just any Christian community,
but a specific one. Its specifics are in. the -GENERAL PRIN-
CIPLES. ‘How well does our community know the GPs? '

Finality of Communlty o . -

, A CILC communlty is agostollc. Its whole raison dletre

.~ is to help Christ build his kingdom. This means then that’
" the neéds of world and Church must be fully integrated in-
%o CLC formation. Do the formation programns of our nation«
“al and local groups achleve thlsQ
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Members need to be informed Gf human needs and prob—;

B lems, to kKnow. the "signs of the tzmes" " Offering its mem~:

bers such. 1nformatlon “is a- community functlon. Does our -
ommunlty fulfill it? - .

] ‘ An apostollc communlty needs to dlscern apostollc pra'f
orities., .An alert community, then,. will find ways to help
. its members learn about “community discermment and to prac-
. tiee it, How is our community furthering concrete, dls-
- eerned, apostolic action on the. part of 1ts members°

. Apostollc act1v1ty Tis the outward express1on of our -
‘inner commitment., To help us be faithful to our  gift of
. self to . God and %o contlnually grow in that glft are key
.,eommunlty fanctlons. Since CLC is "a community centered in
the Eucharist” (6P .6), well-planned periodic llturgles are

‘f' essentlal ‘A CLC needs too to initiate its members “into

personal prayer,:- and to provide motivation or opportunlty
.for personal evaluations, saeramental Penance, spiritual -
guidance, Becausge all these elements form part of the Spir .
itual. Exercises, a central oommunlty responslblllty is to-
facilitate a deep experience of the Exerciges for its mem-
. bers, Sometimes this may involve helping to find competent
" guides, -or a suitable place, or helping resolve financial
or family difficulties., Does our CLC aid its. members' to“v
- a continual growth in Christ through its meetings, renew-
als, Eucharists and Splrltual Exercises retreats9 \ -

CILC is an ecclegial communlty./The Christlan llfe “of
membéra is pursued in union with the national and world
Christian Life Community and in fidellty to the universal
community of the Church (GP '6), - by whom we are missioned.
Does our. community  feel itself - part of the national, the
world Christian Life CommunltyQ "Does our "sense of the
- Church" lead us to love her,. to llsten to her leaders, to
‘\’spend ourselves 1n her sarv1ee¢ <

Roles

. In any  true - community, resgonslbxlltx fié~ scmehow
shared, In CLC, for fully committed members, thla sharlng
should be- complete, This does not of course mean that all

play the same role. Group dynamics experts have spe01fied
gome key roles thus: : ,

w2
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- Initiating =~ gettlng thlnge started or- organized ,

- Regulating - balancing the pace, not too fast or too slow
- - Informing -~ bringing 1nformatlon needed for decisions

- Supporting - giving encouragement and affirmation

- Evaluatlng‘- reflecting on or testing group action.
Rérely is a’ person gifted in all five functions, but many
excel in one or two, The combination of them all is what
makes-a community advance, - In our community, are all mem-
bers active, respon51ble?

~ Of course, some persons in CLC have speclal respon31—
bllltles. Three of these deserve special comment. ' ,

One 1is the president (chalrman, leader). His true.
~role is to assure +that the community functions.as it
should, He is leader of a team, A knowledge and exper-
ience of group dynamics can ‘then help him, Since a CIC is
a gpiritual community, he will need too. to reflect often
and prayerfully on the group and on what the Iord is aske-
ing of it Hhere and now.  He needs of course to work wmth
_ other membere in doing.all this, :

Another key role is that of eccle31ast10al a331stant.

His gpecial role is to "help the membeérs to discover the
~ ways of God" (GP 14)., As the group's ecclesial link, he.
‘has special responsibility for do¢trinal and pastoral con-
cerns and for the group's unity. He is not the group's lea
~der; his role is more interior, at the level of motivation
and Christian orientation., He needs to work closely with
the groupt's leaders,’ always available but never. usurping
their ~functions. And to fulfill his role properly, he
needs to "take part in the life of the group" (GP 14}, not
simply to assist: ‘it as an outsider, - In a group's initial.
‘stages his role may sometimes be broader, but this is tem-
porary. The name given him in the GPs - assistant - is ver
y apt: he assists the groap to be truly Christian in both
- its life and its service.

~ On a national or reglonal level‘(ae also in a CLC with’
many membera), . the team of leaders (council) has an impor-
tant role (GP 13), To be effective, it needs itself to be-
come a kind of spiritual communlty, in which team members
truly share both their faith life and human life, Are such
special roles as president, assistant, counczl, effective~
- ly fllled in our lécal or national community? ‘

- 3;"
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Two Kex Mean

The meetlggv of CLC are cruclal ;31nce they are the
main times that members come together. What technlques con“
tribute to’ truly effective meetlngs9 : '

Flrst, for communlty to develop, & group must be
small: perhaps 6-12 members; if it is larger, it must de-
»'velop sub~groups with: a4 true community 1life of’ their own.,
An informal setting, for example, being seated around a -
liv1ng room, helps much toos and -geated in a ceirele, so
-each can see the other. Eveq ‘a small meeting needs to be

repared; ‘one way is for the leader, assistant, and one
other member (rotatlng) %o prepare it together.[ : ‘

] The meetlng is to help the communlty to be and to
serve. It normally, therefore, contains elements relating
both to personal growth and to apostolic gervice. The for-
matbcan vary, but the principal. technique should be a shar"

ing of experiegnce. Not therefore simply vocal prayer, but,

e.g., an apt Scripture reading followed by silence and then
shared reflections. Not mainly talks, but e.g. an exchange-
of experiences  on a theme such as simplicity -of life style.
in CLC.” Meeting time is precious. Is our community using
meetlng technlques that truly involve the whole group?

But CIC is . alsoc a national - and a  world community,
_Here communlcatlon becomes extremnly important. Obviously
the high point of this is ‘when persons from different com-.
munities meet together. personally'inxnationalU.eourses or
.continental discernments or world sessions such as Augs—
burg and Rome in 1973. But exchange of publications and of
programs,  personal correspondence, visits when possible
-. these are precious 'too, Not only between a local group
rand national or world federations but also between ' groups
and members in the same or different countries., And shar-
.ing. of ideas, of course, must grow into sharing of experi--
ences, of expertise, of material resources, Is our group
and its members using fully the medium of communlcatlon to,
help build the natlonal and world CLC commun1ty°

Pbases

A CLC communlty is a living, grow1ng thing, an& 80 it
passes through phases: the initial phase of warmth and con
fidence; the crisis phase,  involving perhaps a serles of
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conflicts' and. hopefully, the 1denx1ficatlon phase, where,
in spite of certain real dszerences, ‘we. come to identify

" ourselves entirely with the CLC mission ahd so commit our-

selves to each other in community, This identification with
CLC a8 a world community can and should reach the point
where ph331cal separation no- longer weakens . its bonds. It
is then’a community in dispersion, but as deep -and true a
community as. ever,. But this supposes an authentic and deep
experience of QLG as an apostolic community. inspired by the
-Spiritual Exercises and missioned to serve the Church and
the world wherever God'sleall beckons. Does our community
face honestly its conflicts and crises? Is it using them
to advance toward a more total identification with the mls
sion of the unlversal Christian Llfe Community° ~

| Niého‘):as RIEMAN s.3.
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