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'FOREWORD 
~-~;.;..-;...--~------

This' fourth Supplement portrays the thrust of the com 
, ­munity dimension in CLC, as its' Profile emerges today. 

It is no doubt useful to recall that the PROGRESSIO 
SDPPLE1iENTS, J,ike the review itself, reflec,t the search 
ings of Christian DifeCotnmunities arouno, the world. When 
their evolution and experiences a.re of general value, we 

,try to grasp what these are and present them -to our, read~ 
ers. They constitu.te then a working paper. They alloW us 
to confront our own exp!'lrience with that described, and 
stimulate exchanges within our own cOl/l1llunity. This can aid 
us to objectify or to situate our own knowledge and exper­
iences, on the topic. 

Tile COMMUNITY constitutes one of the essentials that 
make up our GLGs.And there is .a striking , similarity in 
the characteristics of it, as they appear in the experien­
ces being lived today in many places. It is true too that, 
by and large, GLGs find themselves ip. the early stages of 
'their community experienc,e. This explains why they some-, 
times find it difficuit to describe what they are 'only be­
ginning to live, and to express all the riche's and poten.... 
tial involved. 

This SUPPLEIVIENT is then, in a way, a flash photo' of a 
c'ommuni ty experience as 'we see it developing and being 
confirmed in the CLGs of different countries. It seizes 
the'Se expe:riences at the moment they are being lived and 
in the way they are being formulated tOday. This without 
pr,ejudice to the complementary and corxective developments 
which CLC's future path may bring. This l:J.ighlights the 
value, of thi13 booklet: it can help each of us to ev:al~ate, 
personally and inolir CLCs, the community experiences we 
are having by comparingthemwi,th' the wider reality as, it 
appears in CLGs , across the world•. But at the same time, 
this admits i tslimits: 'a, definitive profile has net -yet 
been realiz.ed: we see now'. only the outlines, more and' 
more clearly, it is true. In this sense, it is an,invite.":' 
tion'tolive and to' share with growing fidelity that Which 
brings 'U.s together in the Christian Life Community. 
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Many authors, a.llof them members of CLG, collabora­
ted in thia Su.pplement. Their contributions, whether these 
be· in the form of experiential accounts or of reflec.tions,. 
draw on their concrete living in the Christian Life Commun 
ity. Their diverse geographical origins corroborate the 
single thru,st of the CLC community experience that. they 
present, though this is clothed i~ quite a Variety of ex­
pressions. 

This Supplement, such as it is, sheds light on a seg­
ment of the road we are travelling. .Itre.calls to all of 
us that, having made the same choice out of. love for Jes\ls 
Christ, the· COMllUNITY is there to open us and make us 
readyfo~ the action of His Spirit. 

Jose Gsell 
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Part One 


LINEs OF DEVELOPMENT INGLe TODAY 


1. CL(:1 A Cm.IDlUNITY, TO, SERVE .IN . "DISPERSI ON" 

On my 'work desK is the 'photo takenat the end of the 
Assembly of Augsburg in 1973: a symbol of. what I wish ·to. 
cOmiilllhicate.to, YOll.' That photo shows more than 200 of llS, 
members repres,enting the CLCa of more than 30 dif:.ferent 
cou.ntries. And yet ttiatmotley mllltitllde of divers,e ori ­
gins torms ONE SINGLE COlVLMONITY. A' CODl:mllnity . that later 
DISPERSED, headed for their respective '1I1iIISSIONS" •.. 

Andthatiswb.8t our local CODl:mllnities want to rep;t"o­
nlloe.: the ".llniversal sense l

' 0:1;' the' Chllrch. .Rooted as they 
are in time and space, 'and at the' same time open to all 
time and to. the entire world. 

We, mllS1; become consci'ollS' of this cOmlnllni'tarian and, 
"ecclesial"·spirit, so as to be always alert that Ollr life 
style is never deprived of lI!eaning a~d force by other as.,... 
pects that are not characteristic of CLC. These CODl:mllni­
ties which form a' sfnglecoDl:mUDity will never need'!;obe 
turned in llpon themselves, a,nd mllst never sllccll;tnb' to the 
temptation' of turning into mere gatherings. where prayer 
and reflect,ion do not lead· to SERVICE. 

There is. not space here t6 develop either the inspir­
ing history .or the theology of the dimensions jllSt men­

. ·Honed. Perhaps PROGRESSIO may later' on offer more ample 
material,abollt'the inspiring origin of the spiritlJ.alityof 
the, Christian LifeCoDl:muni'j;ies. Nevertheless, to help llB, 
in our refleci:;ionan.d pryaer,both personaL and 'coDl:mllni ta,:;: 
ian, I sha'll olltlinea' few elements that' are very:signiH"7 
cant~ . , 

W,e -are grou.ps ofFRt$NDS IN TI:IE LORD: We have been IIcalled 
. . , , 'together" by th.e Lord 

through. a common experience 'follnded in the Spirtto,al 
-EXercises. "Calledtogether": by the, Lord., 'in order. ·to 
make the jOU1'ney of apostolio folloWi?¥that results from 
etickingclose to Our Lord Jesus Christ with a kee.n desire 
to continue his work, SERYING SO AS TO BUILD THE KINGDOM.. 
Our friendship is. not .held together by spon:~aneoQ.s or by 
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..'natu:raLaff:t.lliti~£I'Of tempera~ent f.language ,race, p,obbies •.• 
,Our .,FRIEKDS:a:IP proceeds from. theINITI-i\.L LOVE OF THEtciRD 
for each one of us. Webave 1;l,een "seduced" by Him, and, in­
stead of Cii'lriding us, our(lifferen()esuniteus iD.ourcom­
moneagernesstof6J,.16w Christ. We have divested ourselves 
of "self-love, personal desire and self"';iIlterest" for the' 

'. sake of the ONE LOVE AND DESIRE of the Lord Je~u.s. 
, '. 
We are friei;lds,inthe Lord IN DISPERSIoN: for the bonds of 

'our "friendship 
, ar., based on the LOVE that is COMMUNICATIVE of seliarid is 


DISPERSED AND OFFERED. to all men.. It ts· a love tha~, in 

the language "of St. Ignatius ,in ·the Contemp1a~ionto Ob­

tain.Divine Love, DESCENDS. from God ·(theinitiatiiTs9fthe 

love of the Lord)' and EXTENDS itae1f to ail. Perhaps we 

should expand on this secol'ldaspect beQause,. very often, 

we more ea,sily have the. experience of love "that comes 


. from. on high" and less the EXTENSION or DISPERSION of that. 

love in us, which commits us to be witnesses of his Gospel 

to the farthest ends, of the earth. " 


. , 

, Thisdisp'ersion is manifested, as we have already in­
dicated, by our being scattered in time and geographic 
space. But it is als,o shown. THROUGH THE VARIOUS MISSIONS 
(SENDINGS ,or ASSIGNMENTS) the.tare entrusted to us by the 
mQvement of the· Holy Spirit and are '. DISCERNED for a BETTER 
SERVICE. Eachinember commun.ity of the larger CLCcommunlty 
ought to seek and find 'its specific 'mission, ju.st 8:$ each 
individual member of par:tic lilaI' communities must. do. . 

This meaIls that this dispersion, esta..blished to "bind 
oneself moreto'God ot4-Lord and show oneself,moregener­
ous towards Him, " ..is vibrant with .the jOy of snaring the' 
sa.me spirit of loveandaervice, a spirit that unites us 
d.espite ourpp,ysicalseparationaird thus gives a s;gecial , 
quality.to our friend,s hip in the Lord~.· 

Weare in the LbrdtNCO:JllIMTJNIOATI0N:The most fun­
damental' ,rea.,! 

on for OurcOmmu.nication'in,the'CLCsts the one that St. 
Ignatius states ip. the Contemplation' for Obtaining.Divil'le 
Love: "Love consiststntwo_way communication .or sharing, 
that is; in giving to and sharing with the love,c. bne what­
ever one has or . can have ,and vice versa the loved orie, 
withthebeloved.~.11 (Spir.Ex. 231). ThU.s.theexample of 

. God, which is comm!lnicated"from above l', makes llS ureflector 
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a~<i ,leads Lord"and receive" Witti 
.ail 'oth.., 

special"fo:tlll of hi9~coIll",. 

a.ccomplish this 

entered upon the:t.r. 
oould be 

together ,this 
to 

so.thatin9 

should not 
it 

KNOWING 
Const. 

un­
"bond of wills" but 

despite, the 
and infQrmationa-. 

the ltmi 

to lln­
present in 

all,the mea.nsthat 

ttt' a.nd. for actio!!, 
to apostolic a.ctivity:, 

Inherent'1'n"tb:is 
. 

. 
'POor a:nd humlJ:1e 

'li,f'eaty1:et'hat 

:... 7 

IlS . not only.to ai1take, 
re!gard:to :God {Spir.Ex. 234), 'bllt a.:lSo towards 
ere ~ou:r ne:i:ghbors,ourfriends,.all men. 

'Bu.t , just a..sfo:t:' the Lord: a 
mu,nidati:6n is his WORD, so also in"revealing,'ourselves" 
andcoIittilunicat1ng ourselves to others we 
tbroUghtheWORD, which helps 111'1 to. be able..to express and 
to inC?rease ourmlltual love" 

, When -Ignatills and his. companions 
famous Deliberation, .wbSt they asked,theinselves 
stated thlls: ' fI~he first night that we got' 
qllestion Was posed: . 'whether it wOllld be better::for Us 
.be united and bou.nd. together m"a single. boy, 
physical distance however grea·t would separate llS .'••. Fin­
allY we decided for theaf.firmative.". tha'twe, 
llnd·o our union and assDciation; but rather confirm 
.~.MA1ITNG OURSELVES INTO;ONE'BODY,' WITH EACH ONE' 
.A.BOU~ANDGARI;NG FOR 11JHE OTHERS. ~." (Mon. Ignatiana, 
I, .P.• 3, n. 3)·. . 

It is pr.eciaely 'be-ca.Il-se 'of this distance that the 
ioli involve-d is defined not onJ.yas a 
also by' the essential means ·of obtaining .it 
pQY:sical distance, namely, "h.8:ving news 
bOIli; one a.no-ther' andinllchcommunication. II 

Features· of OhrCommll11ities: I have-had to accept 
. . . tationso:f Slpaceandsoam un 

able' to considerfally and treat in depth. other aspects of 
o~ CObiMUNIlrY INDISPERSTON.. Bllt I want to be sure 
lier-line aome characteristics that ought to be 
every local CLeo They follow as corollaries fr.om,whatflas 
already beenexpla.ine,d.: 

1) Eaeh CtCis. an apostolio. etrou.p: 
we llse in the GLC .should1ead;!J:B to follow 'Our Lord JesllS{ 
Cllrist'~ap'(ysotoii,callyn ..Prayer, then., 
meanst-hat we are not 4edicated 
our pray~r, iatlem,ptu ,Of' the'Dleasage of the Lt:rxtd;" 

2) The diverS{i'tYQ:f'JnlSl;!ions' implies that lnCLC olU'a;e, 
tivity is ,no.tlimited.to anY one ca:tego):-y. 
characteristic is,, tb:en, .1:> 'plurali'ty of activit'tea I:>nll~;:~ 
mitments, 'and not "uni'formity". 

3) Since we aret'oIlowihg Jeslls Christ 
(as.,w(il have come to re:cogliize him t:b.roughtihecommon.'el(pe.!. 
ienceo,i' the. Exercises, we mllst 'ha"ll'e a 
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continually identifies us more and" more with the. poverty 
:of Christ. . 

. 4 ) This groupdf "friends "in the, Lord ll sp.ould live an.' 
aposto1ic'flexibility of men transformed by' Christ who run 
towards the.most"unlversa1 good, leaving -often with re­
gret"- means that ,take us away from this visiont and who 
take bold and intelligent initiatives in the spirit of 
Christ. 

5) Seeking, therefore, always the Divine Will,· while 
letting ourse1ves.be questioned and challenged both by his 
Living Word(Christ) and by his Existential Wo;tid(events). 

6) We mllst sow the seed everywhere of the community aa 
a sign of "koinonia" (fellowship) in such a way that each 
of-the local co:m.rilunitiea :and the Universal Community of 
CLC may be a sacrament; s1gnand realitl, ·of the' communion 
of. love established among men by means of JesuaChrist. 

Ju~to Gonza1ez~Tarr!0 s.j. 
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II.. THE ROLE OF ,THE LOCAL COMi''Iffi1'lTTl: 

. . 

A newly formed 'gathering of'CLCmembers doesnotaut~ 
matically become a OLC group or community.:' 'It can a"asily­
remain a collection ,of persons or wither and die along the 
way.' Eacl:i individual and thegI;Qtlp as a whole must st'rug- . 
gle wi:t;h the help' of Godfs grace toward. human and Chris... 

. 	tian maturity" What 'is, then, tlie role of a10ca1. (lommuni­
tyand what does living it' imp1Y~ 

, ,. 

Note that 'we are concerned withaCLe group, 
not a family 'or a ,group offriends'or even ,a 

parish group. Our honfris a common visionaT,l.li way of ;Life: 
service within the Church and for the totalJ..iberatlon ·bf' 

man an9. 'thew~r1d tn Christ. We gather together in c'oouni 
ty to 11ve this mission 'together and to help, one anothe; 
Iiv-e .it, eaoh in his own unique place' and way • . 

We note also that the local group l.sthe place whl:!re 
the community dimension of the CLCway'of,life is lived by 
most of u~ most of the time. Larger groupings auch' as COIi- . 
gr~~:§.@l?,- eOlU'sesor',se~ssions, on national and international 
+eveJ,§§pe occasional and so do not touch our living of 
CLC <iilverthe weeksaj:ldmontha of -the" year. One'sllerional 
commitment and efforts are fundamental but remain individ­
ua..;l: until shared wHhthe group. The local community rep~, 
sents'the grass-roots of' OLC where the universal and, indi- , 
vidual dimensions find tlieiron-going" communitarian exprs!! 
sian.. ' 

We 'might te!!l1itnis the role the' local group.: a 
lived-experience in community of CLe. It.isnotjust dis­
cussion or pla.nning "Qr even praying together but aliving 
out of a way ,of .life b$.sed on the Spiritual EXercis8sand 

,for apostolic service. Nor is it enough" to naveacol}.e:c.. 
tion o:fCLC~ membersL1I11essthere is an interactibnbetwe:e:n 
them as 'members of ,8 commUnity. 'The nLunansp.:i,ri,tua1 

.quali ty of thel1stening, and sharingwhichgotomakellp 
that interaction arathe heart of 'tb:a local'grou'P'ts eI'fe'cl 
iveness. -Its role,thim, is ,to be an . expe:tiB'nce of th:e 

. CLC way, of life lived i:p.colll11luriitarianexch:alJ,g~. 
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L$tl1s exploli'$ f;our dimensiOn.s 
a. CLCgro\l.pfs dalledto 
andreceivingofgrowt,ng
tty. . .. 

1. Friendship There is an 1:nitialperiod when,re 
'gar~lessof,the contellt discussed or action undertaken-; 
the my:iin thing a group has to. do is to gain a certain con­

.f.icience 	in one another. That trust in turn, if i.t is not., 
to withei' for lack\ of roots, must grow toward a ,love of 
friendship. I~brder to be formed to serve with Him, the 
Lord calls us. tol,earn to love one another, to be friends 
united in Him. 

The human and the spiritual are interwoven here. In a 
ny humanfriendsh:l.p there is sha.ring of one' s longings 

.and fears,receivitlgthe unique gif'-t of: another person, ill£. 
'ments of crisis when differences of opinion and interest, 
feelingso! resentment, anger, etc., toward one .another 
must be faced and worked through•. These human· dynamics 
have spiritual roqts, for through them we die toself..;;cen­
trednes,s, receive the saving gift of ' God's love through 
another and' give ourself in response. This liberation a:'" 
mong the members of the , group must be liyedout in pa~ 
tience, humility anci confidence in the Lord if one's per;.. 

. sonal CLC dedication and one's, apostolic presenCe in other 
groups ,and in society is. to beUberating. forothere •. The 

igroup'ae:x:changes will become-increasingly truitfulasits 
members care Cleeply' enough about one another to be' ope!)., 
and truthful'out of love rooted in the service of Christ • 

.2. Prayer A second and closely relatedd1mension 
of interaction is. that qfprayer. It is not just a ques­
tionof praying together but of a pervasive l3.ttitudeto­
watd One another. OU:rfriendship :for one another is that 
of agrollp bfapostle's . standing together but turned comi.... 
dently. toward the Lord who alone can realiz,e ;in and 
through then . the fuliness of His call, a.nd ·miSsion. The 
more tiits prayerfu.l regardforotl;lers in th,e group is.real, 
the more progress on almost every 'other ,level'willbe ·fa;... 
cilitated•. 

Anillipo:z;-tant way such an attitude develops is by 
sharing.. prayer. The form, may vary: an exchange of wh~t was 
eXperienced during meditation o:rreview of the day, a -Xime.' 
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of prayer or a 
·bhangesone listens to the Spirit's presence anli.act1onin 

in mom­
canstanci 

another meniberof. 

on 

anoth 
theip interaction: 

the Gosllel 

in every direction 
and to 

and truth 

should reflect the, . 
as groap will 

on how the 
group. interaction 

Being liberated for 

criti ­
self-centred,.. 

one where staIiding 
that 

GOE 
is nota 

into 

person and the' 9ther 
is now:tb.e dom:ina:nt 

calJ,of ·~fie 
the yearni'ng',t:h'e 

. ~ceive ar.e"in­
Another 

~...:..'.1'l 

Eucnarist during the 1p.ee.t1:ng.Ill. st;Lch e:x;... 

others and tr.ie6 toshareti:le same' in oneself; or, 

entso;fqt;Liet prayer and. EU.charist, the groap 

with one another before the Lord -thanking Him for giftsre 

ceived and begging Him for. what one or 

the·grou:p~p.eeds 'now. An experience' of the Exercises often 

'makes for a quamtumleap in the group's relationships 

t4is and eve.ry other level. 


3. Chalienge As the quality of' trust in one 
er and intp,eLord grows in the 'group, 
will be able to embody the kind of challenge 
represents for:t>elievers. The Word of God is Cl,escribed as 
a two-edged.sword which perietrl:l.tes us 
to invite and. challenge 'us to be converted aneW 
g'rQW deeper into the f'?i th,hopeandlovegiven by God.in 
cJesus Christ. Analogously, the'Spirit can call the members 
of a groll.p through exc w:;mge-s marked'l;ly liberty 
to a fuller: CLC living of. the 'Gospel." , 

, . 
T4e st;Lbject matter exchanged upon 

needs of the group.' The growth of the group 
be treated .in another article.. Let us reflect' 
growth of 1ndividll.al members,can'shape a 
characterized by spi:r:itll.al challenge. 
filervice .means growing from ali Lnitial period when enthttsi ­
asj;ie response to God" s 'callis dominant, t4rOll.gQ a 
cal period when profound purification from 

\ ness is asked and. ,colors all else, to 
with Christ' in . serving. men is the keY note. Granted 
call, cris.;ls/purification, and fjervice witq Christ. are 
stants .pre"Sentat every. moment and thatgrowth 
line but a. spiral of grace'drawing us ever deeper 
Christ, there are still t'hresholdS where' the doi:rrinant note 
changes. It can be of gre~t,help.if a 
groupmemher.f1;l with him sen"Se vrhere he 
note and 'neeed :i.nhi13.(7r;Clife?-nd growth in Christ. ,For e.,! 
ample f ape:I'l3on experie'ncing pre,d-om'1nantly the 

'Lord will hopefully be able to' e:x:press 
enthll.siasm, the joy ot that time' ahd to 
:f'orcementof that spiri-tua.l energy from' the group. 
who is liv:ing a time ofcriaisandcanSb.are some·~hing :01' • 
that paine-ntl. emptin~ss might receivefroxntl1egrO'up aIO:! 

http:gre~t,help.if
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111i and. :p~ay~:d'u,l, e,nc~Uragelllent't9·facethe -truthw}J.ile 
. hoping in 4;nel.i?ei:~til'lgpowerof God. Jl'ors'peraon.'basi 

calily.freedana:;givent.oservice,thegroll.p can~idhim .. t6 ' 
deepen his .rootedneas in,Chrietand. to .,.discerniihe greater 
service' to Which Gad i.scalling. ..,; . " .' 

. ]fot only is the. ·individuala.ided . by the. spiritual 
challenge of· the '.otners to.live to the full this ,moment of 
gra.ce, they are uSually enri,ched by being privileged to 
share in that'yea,rning, that struggle, that generOsity. 
Grace is thus multiplied.andnuanced as through' a prism so 
as to 'parmit the. Spirit to touoheac h person YIp-ere he or, 
she is and thegrollp as. a whole. 

Once again,theC!.uality Of the interaction is crucial. 
There. must be a trust1ng,libertyto saytooile another.and 
hear f1:'om one another the truth, although liml;ted, per­
ceivedtt.troL~h the Spi1"it 1 s guidanc.e. SometimeEithey will 
be hard Words invitingconversibn: e.g.,. "If you ,never 
f1ndtime to pray, . i tmus1; not be, a real value . to YOU 
yet II, III do not see how youx ,working for that company is a.! 
vancing the liberation of man," etc. Sometimes an encoUr 
agement'to faithfulness:e.g~, lIPerhaps taeLard 'is call: 
ing you to t1:'U6t "in him~ther than YOUrself through this 
difficuUy," "What you said was of b,e.lp tome ," etc. Not 
to e:ltpress' ,yhatone honestly :feels~ is for the growth of ,a,!! 
otnerwou1.d be to inhibit ~tb:e:;lpirii)fs action in his life, 
in mine' and ;In the group~, The others are there tobal"mce 
or 'correct if need be. ']!ogether Withsucnasharing, there 
must.beaqualityof listening which goes., beyond the things 
said to the total pers-onaddressed.andwhat God 'wishes to 
do int'he world with ,a.nd thro.ilgh him. 

4. Discernment To r~alize the fullness of the 10": 

calgrol;tp f spoteniiialinCLCits intera.ctionmust'aleo ,be 
cMra.oterized by discernment. Both On a group and indivi£! 
uallevel, .dec:j.sions.are .oe,ing made from the outse"tand 
hopefully .in 'a :pr~y~rf\il way. What must grow is. the ' quali­
ty.of inneri'reedomand sensitivity .. to the Spirit fS mov­

'ings.Tlliscomes by living and growing in every dimension 
of the'CLC,way ofllfeoverseveralyears. It is deepened 
especially through experiences of the individually guided' 
Exercises and their follow-up indi:dly living, especially 
bypra.yerf'ulreviewof the day and talking' occasionally 
with a Sp;lriwal gU'ide.· ' 
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As the discerning spirit.. deepens, .'itwill, be aole to 
pll;!.y,an increa:aing· 'part in group exchar..gea· and clioicesas 
wella.:athosetJiat individualmembere make /Thegrou:p will 
be more sensitive to the spiritual, 'significance,of ita Gal 
lec}iive . moods 'andmore ablato know sU:relywhere it ieand 

. w!lat next step it should tak;e.A group cannot make a lieois 
ion for an individual but if it knows him'well i tcan b-; 
ot' great help in seeing 1/V,herelie is .perhaps not yet free 
to hear God·ls· call ina given.situation and ,how the Gospe.l 
clarifies the data for and' consequences of a choice. In, 
the beginrtiDg1 more attenition will be given to.anderstand';' 

'ing and learning to live CLC. As 'members matU:re,group.in­
teractionwill' focu:s ondiscernine;' tneir greater. service 
to the Ch~ch' ahd li'l'orlif. .. 

,We have tried1;:eciarif'y what the local, groupisan-d. 
does.: its 'role •. We 'are "Co1llIijunitiesll of Christian life not 
becatisethat is lint tc)(lay or even ibecauseitisgoodto 
be together. 11I-ore profoundly., the CLe way of: Christian 

,life necessarily involves a'coIIllllunitadandimension. Liber 
ation for service t·o liberate the wo+:ld in' Chris'!; is lived 
and matured through prolonged .interactiOI'l;in a'g;roup,an­
inte.raction characterized by. deepening friendship, pr.aye.r f 

. challengaand discerIl!Ilent. ' . 

LarrySTINN, s. j. 
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III. STAGES OFCOMMUNITYLIElil 

All apostolic community, as described, so far and as 
CL.C understands itself, is not something present ;:I.S a mat­
ter of course fr.om the very beginning,. or resulting auto­
matically from g.ood will or a clear concept •. It is. some­
thing initiat'ed' arid guided by the Sp:l.rit, ,within cqncrete 
human conditions. Thus it is something undergoing a proc­
ess cf growth. and development. Experience - partly con­
firmed by the research of.group dytlamics - shows that t!'l.is 
process develops in several stages. Lived on a fouhdation 
of faith and by a group attempting to orient itself toWard 
the CLC way of life, this process. shows ev1:deritparallels 
with the phase!;! of the individual's human 'growth and spir.:.. 
itual progress toward liberty for discernment and 'service, 
to' which the Spiritual EX'9xcises both . challenges ana as'­
sistsone. So. iet us have a brief look at the main stages' 
of this proc~ss by which a gxoup of people who 'come to­
gether can be'Come a community of discernment • 

. 1. Phase of Pre-Confidence ..:. lPrincipl~ and Foundation' 

In a group marked by Christian faith,that faith will 
be recognize-das the COmmon background of experience. :rhe 
characteristic sign of this, i~itial perio.d, a sometimes o!, 
erwhelming joy because of the experience of mutual confi­
dence and openness, is possible because of basic unity, in 
esseutials. . 

But here One shotJI:ld remember'tb,e warning of 'Ignatius: 
"If the one who is giving the Exercises sees that theexs£ 
cHant is going on in consolation and ill great fervor., he 
must admonish him not to be inconstderate or has'ty inmak­
ingany promise or. VOw..,.• " CSpir.Ex. 14 ).Because .of the. 
growingjoy.lI honest;}" cOlild be endangered. The<new-found 
fellowl;!hip (it is not yet ~ 'coiwIlunitY) ,is sxpe'rienced ~s 
sll,ch'a 'great vallle that one isrea1ly to make Ilnjustffiable
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sacrifices for,it. One might be re~dy to withhold or ev.en 
to suppress opposing opJ.mons· or incipient d1fficllltie!3 
throughfear.that.otherWise the 'peace' and unity; or even 
the conf;inuation of the group, would '!:>e·. in danger. 

2~ Phase of the Crisis of Truth - 'First Week' 

This means .that - at :tirst almost imperceptibly­
qu.estions coma up, such questionsa;s to how the limita­
tionsin the individuals, becoming. moreevidelitnow, can 
be reconciled with the professed ideal of the group~ which 

. one wants· to keep as it is. One realizes that the fulfill­
ment of one's own needs is limited by. the differences, al 
wayS more obviou~, in the expectations of the others. One 
feels disappointed and 'blocked' interiorly by reserves 
and mistrust. In order that this crisis, which at . first 
glance seems to be a threat to group oohesiont.can be con­
sciously acoepted and lived through, two essentials are i,!! 
dispensable for eaoh member: honesty before one another, 
and faith that the unity so far experienoed as acoimnuhity. 
of shared faith, can withstand the test of discovering ego 
isms, sins, limits and secret rivalry (often hiddeI+ be: 
hind very reasonable arguments). One oomestobelieve that 
thegroup·oan su;t"vive all this and really deserves true 
sacrifices· - and not just .those which I was ready to make 
anyhow. Conseqtlentlythe 'conflicts '., the differenoes in 
opinions, the negative interior reactions toward some per­
sons, should not be suppressed. Each one has to faoe them 

.and then to clarify them by talking with the persons con­
cerned•. 

If in this way I honestly allow myself to recognize 
my feelings and opinions and consent to be ohanged -even 
if it be painful - then my reaotions (and that· means my­
self) canbeoome ..changed and pu:rifiedby and through open 
and frank speech with ttle person conoerned~ The paral1.el 
to the '.First :Wee~l· of the Exeroises is obvious here.: hav­
ing experienced love and care ,. I.canafford .toadmit the 
selfishness, unrealistio aspects and ·sins in my opinions 
and feelings, whioh were revea.led to me only in this open..; 
ness to the. other person. Thus - ptirified- they can be O,! 
ercomeo.r·workedout. 

By this process I will come to experience howfo.olish 
really was the attempt to establish my ... sedurityby my own 
means. Actually! did try "for a while tell playa role 
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1:i~for~th~ otllers" nut baSica,lly was'not I':!appy.because, of 
thearixietythat I cou.ld not follow through with it. 
now' I can have "the ~xper1~nce :t;hat the others do accept me 
as I a,l,ll, the'n;;. Oll,t of tbiacrieie - the real and, true' oom 

. munity is growing.• Eaoh One now is given aoceptanoe and r; 
.~l;I.rd, ~ot so much despite hie weakness and his f~ults, .but 

-.r~th~r along with, and finally even because cif',his sins. 
-:Be;t'ore this pciintis r~aclled,tlle group will first have to 

;l.iyethroughdiff;icult moments. Generally it involves not 
jUst a single crfsle, but a 'series of critical situations 
before solid unity.a,ndfreedom is attained.' The ,result at 
the end, is not just 8' changed community,. bt;Lt the individ­

"	ual,membere themselv~s have u.nderg,onea process of change 
and conversion. Here iSl anothe.r reason why this phase of 
group development can b.e, paralleled wi,th the .crisis .peri_ 
00. in the, Ex~rcis~s, the'Fi~st Wee,k', in which one. con­
fronts and'acoe'pts the truth, about oneself'" coilfe,s·seS one's 
gu1lt:,. and in: gratttudeexper1enc·es that - out of the 1l'/.~r-
cy of God- One isalloweatt:)liv:e~ . 

3. DisceI"l'llJient and Deci$i,on - ··Second Week' 

OnCe ''J:!lUtua:l' acci~];lta;nce is ga;i.;ned.- and this will be 
renewed ,over and over again-energies ar~ lloloilger 
cllained., ,but free for servi~.. All energies' are now free 
for the real goal of, tbegroll,p: collaboration in the mis­
sion of J~sus Christ.. 

In group dynamics one would 's.:peak "here, of the smooth. 
steIJ int6thepnase of intimacy, at the end of which th~ 
increased :l.dentification with one another and with the, 

'goal makes free decision and grou.p action possible. Howev­
er, disoernment and 'deCision;...findingin aULC ", group does 
not mean merelY to ,arrive at some group activities, blitto 
':find the ,will of God. And., aswerecei'V6. the will of GOd 
made'concrete,in . the person of Jesus, and so try to let 
ourselves be 'entirely. shB.pedacc·ord.ing t~ Hilli, the' willaf 
God cannot 'be. found .anjlonger by the way of mere ·a,.pstract 
refleotions, but shows itself in a -o.oncrete hwnan person,' 
in Jesus 'and His way. .A man and his way cal;mot 'be:lll.et :b'y, 
m~ns of thin¥.ing .. One has t.o .contemplate him and. thus 'as­
similate his atti.tudes and--way of life (first partofth-e 
'SecondW.eekt) •• For a community this means that, togei;he'l" 
withot,hers,onegrowf3 into . this wa,y by meditat:bng tb.ego~ 
pe,l. 
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·.' '.' ..it"l.isoIl:I.;r +nHisd~.ath and '. ". '. .... .... .>. 
'became evidentwb.6.this Jesuswaa. That iswbyt~e. coiiform 
tty with thJ.s dec.iaivepart of His l1feremains'theesaen: 
tiala'nd. crudialquestion to those who want t(),J.i:v'e and de " 

'cide'in His spirit. . One. is, .however; easily . deceived in 
judging one's own readiness in this: re~ard!That"is whyI& 
riatius teachesus.very seriou.i3iyto. consider this aspect. 

'Only when! honestly and eften and insiStentlY-ask to· be 
,chosen for that which emotionally I detest the. most" only 
then can I hope' to' have the. freedom' in which a true and 
not falsified decision,is possible • 

. The same holds for a COlllmunity that intends to find 
its decisions by discerning the 'more urgentand.univer..; 
sal', Oy followiIlgthe guidance of ;the Spirit of Christ. 
The IIiembersmust be' prepared for the consequent suffer-­
iugs,prepared 13ven to dissolve the commUIl1ty if it is 
God's will. Because o:riJ.y when all of them, as'a cO!llmuIiity, 

,have di,scarded all conditions and reservations, can theY 
be truly free for· God's will. 

4. Decisions in the Dif'f.erent Stages 

Here we are at the point where acncommunal delibera­
tion"fallsinto plaoe,' parallel tothe fl election" in the 
Exercises made b;r an individual. In both cases, the way-to 
it is long ,and cannot be sMrt13ned.Thedeliberation 'proc-, 
ess i tsel! cannot/be discussed further he~ ,but there is 
still aq:uestiontobeJ,0olt:ed; at: how can a cOlllIllunity, dU!: 
i·ngthe Course ofitsdevelopment,cometo' 'decisions? 

During anYst~~e of develolllilentin agrol.tp,thenece,!' 
sityforcommonaction or for taking ,a stand GJ,'lacertain 
issue can arise. This1s proper totheltfe ofagroup as 
well as to '. the life of an individual. . Themeasu:reof a 

. grGUp as of a person bnot how far it (or he) has'alrea~ 
gone, but .whether and how,itcopes witill what is. called for 
b;r its present stage of development. 

,Neverthelesa,decisions.varY as far· asttleirim­

portance t cqnsequences, . and validity are donce:i:'ne d. '..This 

is -'true as well for'agI'o llpdur,ing. its dlfferep:t phases,o:t' 


.cievelopIDE1Int. Inthepr~",;cQnfidence'and:crisis'ptia,sea, the· 
.grou.p is' 'not .yetfo,unded as. auniill" in'Christ. So ,what 
it decides and dot9smal"bethe. . right thiJ:lg,. b~t it. is not. 
yet the witness' of unity and life . that is apostolic' 
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· s!'!rvioein, its· fu.ll sense; for the love Df God,' which is 
.~anifes'tedinChrist, cannot.be given to others throughac 
tical alone-, but must reflect the witnes-s: of'life. itself:­

, It is only' in the' last-menti-on~d phase, which in the -con­
text of ,group dynamics is called 'the ,lIdifferentiation 
phase II ,tha.t this transparency witli Christ grows. Whereas 
before, the members of the group did something or took a 

, stand fo~ a cause , now the group is living for something. 
Whatever the group or any member of the group now does is 
tio longer a mere action, but,a witness of life able to' 
~ive witness ~o the Life that is Christ. 

Ingeborg von Grafenstein 
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Part ,Two 

I. CHRISTIAN LIFE COMMUNITY AT "KOINONIA" CENfER, .SOUTH AFRICA 

Like many people all,over the world at this time, we 

are and have been searching for a true,understanding and 

practice of community. For us this means, of course, 'a pa~ 

ticular orient~tion in the c~ontext of CLC, but yet' 'one 

which seems to us to have universal validity• 


. In general, 'over the'last three years, 'we have lived 

anexperielice arising rather out of. the insights of faith 

than o.ut, of, any given theories and practices of a specific 

ally intellectual or psychological kind, thoUgh the latter 

have been of great help' as . corroborations. 'In this way, 

perhaps,we, have been able to keep closer to the or'igin of 

the Spiritual Exercises in Ignatius l deeply personal expe£, 

ience than if we had, followed' an exteriorly-imposed plan.' 


, , 

Our: existential 'situation,under Providence, has been 

basically ideal, but not unrealistic. ,Some of its compon­

E!,nts have beert: a centre where a resident community ,can 

live; an opportunity for a fairly small on-going communi.... 

ty, as wel,l as f,ora larger one dur:1:ngthe annual four­

month Training Course; a wide age':"range, fromthe late 

teens to the sixties; international, inter-racial and'ecu­

menical dimensions; both:men and women; lay, religious and 

priestly involvement i and' the chartce for abalan,ced human, 

spj,ritual and apostolic 4evelopment of community life 

which' can then be shared not only with our CLCs but also 

with the larger community. 


The fairly small on-going communi·ty has experienced a 
gradual discovery of ,essentials. At first, with,much apos­
tolic work to be done, the in:itial enthusiasm gave elan and 
impetus. In time, 'however, it became clear that the"work­
ing communa.tyU, good though it was, did not meet the deep­
est rl':)quirements of Christian, life together. Using the ba,!! 
io '''koin6humen'' method (described recently in the Youttl 
Section ,of PROGRESSIO), we reached a greater understand­
ing, which we' believe will continqeto grow~' Perhaps the 

'best way :to describe ,this insight will be first in terms', 
of a further development of the koinonumen method adapted 
to our p~rticular situation,' and secondly, i'l'lteTms of the 

, , ! 



Iftheo1.bgyfl, ~o()tpspeak,oftb.e hum.an, spiritual and apos­
tolicCOnml1.lllttyaswe now see 1t. 

Inourmost ;recent koinoIiumen, we used as means of' 
comm!lnication nO.t'onlysharing'.,as preferable to discu£!. 
stoll or dialogue, but ,beyond thiS, .whatwec,alle~, f·or 
lack of more suitable words, "acceptirig,and being a9cept... 
edn : an unlimited, 'unconditional, trusting acceptance by 
each one of himself and of others, and the same kind of ac 

.ceptance by others of him: 'We came to see this deepeni~ 
of communication, from discussion· "jihro!lgh dialogue and 
sharing to acceptance , as having a parallel in the h'uman 
and spiritual areas, becoming, ·on the human level, pro­
gressively more personal and more a matt,er of the heart 
~nd the contemplatiyemind than of abstract . and very' pos';;" 
sibly judgme.ntal exchang~s,and, .. on the spiritual level, 
mor~ a matter of· contemplativl! than discu.rsive.prayer. 

Secondly, how can we, having experienced itt' relate 
this deeper communication to ou.r faith? We see it as a re­
flection, or more precisely an "incarnation" of the Paa­

. chal :Mystery and of the eternal community of, the Trinity. 
Beginning on thei:!umanlf2!vel, each one forms a truly per­
aonaland interpersonal link· with, the community of the 
Trinity. This develops by means of personal prayer as ,self. 
-encounter with, accepting and being accepted by,. the ete!, 
nal Community; and by meanaof prayerfulperaon-to-person 
encOlinter, with both ppsitive and negative aspects - such 
as praise,'gratitude,truat, hurt,. forgiveness.:- .ino:;-der 
that we may accept others and be accepted by them iIi the. 
community of the Trinity. Onlyaiter thisbasic human, 
prayerful encounter, comes thepossfbility ofa truly pral. 
ing (or spiritual) community. ]'ormal, organised prayer in 
litUrgical or paralitu.rgioal expressions can 'now' be 
filled with far greaterlneaningiand, the making of practi­
caldecision:s. thro!lg~commu.naldi~cernment ortrtistful de­
pendence ont!le judgment of t!specialists" can link prayer 
and actionindissol!ll:!ly,beca!llfle ,thec01IlIllunity is ready to, 
listen for· God's. decis~on, ra,ther than just ita own. It 'pan 
It seem good to usand.to the Holy·Spirit". Informal,sponta 
neous sharing or shared prayer can spring from the true 
charity achieved through .' prayerf!llpe:z.sonalencounters. 
From these human and ,sPi"rit!l8.1 foundations, it is posaible 
for genuine and fruitful apostolic work to'arise~ Only 
when so bop.ded in truecollllllunitydoes ..it seem to .us that 
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·' vWcanshare with others the life, of the EterllaJ..,Community, 
of ,tb.e TrinitY. Lik~ st. paQ.l;we dono·t. think we have ,lIa! 
re,ady obtained. this :or are already ;perfect" "but, alsa 
like him, We "pl:'esson toward the goal fOl:'the pri11l9 oftbe 
upward ca;1:1 of God. in C,brist Jesus" and, "we look, forward 
to .thecity which has foundations whose builder and maker 
is GOD~" 

-' ."Koinonia"Center 

. -'. . 

II.'CO~~ITY EXPERIENCE .IN CALCUTTA. INDIA, 

Th~ CLC situation in the Calcutta Arohdiooese is rath 
er oomplicated - 40 units, grouped, linguistically as'Eng~ 
lish, Bengali and Hindi";:speaking; 6ld..:timededicated parish 
Sodalities and new., vibrant "oells"; 'groups of every con­
oehrablesooial strata in the plaoid villages,:and teeming 
cities. Until' two years ago, the Federati:onexecutive, 
then a. purely administrative body., 'searched. fQran effec­
tive way to uplift these grollps and build them into a o om­
munity. A deliberation'led them 1ntori!aking the EXercises 
together. At the end of them, they unanimously decided to 
form themselves into a Living Cell and meet onoea week 
for two hours . in deep Prayer" sharing and 'apostolic ao­
ti.on.The members are from d.istant parts of Calcutta. - an 
English nun who is a college leoturer,a\"priest...,.missionary 
from Be19ilAlD.,two lady secretaries,· two c'ollege students, 
a lady professor, a young trainee-teacher and myself,s. 
mercantile exec,utive.Can people from Su.ohe different back­
,grounds form a community?, Two ,Years have shoWn' that a c,qm­
moncommitment can bind diverse individuals together. The 
group continUeS to groW' in fervour, in openness'and dedi­
cated service. There have been ,moments of crisis, due to, 
human temperamental failingaor to disoontent, but Ulti­
mately divine love an,da \discernedsense of duty prevail 
and the storm clouds recede I;I.nd disappear. ' 

community to us meanS learning to relate loving.ly to 
e~ch member in. the~roup. We remember each other 'in. our 
mOrning prayers, offer in tlirns' the Euc,harist daily for 
the intentions of the group, ,visit each other especially 
in t,imes of distress, remember each other's anniversaries. 
We sometimes meet in each other'~s homes. . 

Our weekly'meetinga provide varied, interesting fare. 
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Occa,s:i:o~lly'W(3m.eet . round the "tabl~ ',' " '.. ,.Lord',.· for 
we eXp(3r1el1ce< th}saea,n . effectiv(3ins'ttumElJ1tfor unity., , 
We.listento GOdlsWordonanissueof present concern and 
we. r.espondto'it i'tlpra:yer ,and su'bsequenitaction. More 'of-·, 
ten, . 'Olll" i:neeti~s (wilicn aresometfmes,attended . by~ues:t 
CLeers, for we also aim to be an animating agency ) cO'tlslst 
of deep, shared personal prayer based on Scripture and a 
sharing ·of'our personal and functional lives- ourjOjrS, 
burdens, hopes,. failures and aspirations. We pray for and 
mutually aQ.Vise,oomfort and.. support eaeh other. In commun 
ion with Him, we try to.ChZ-tstianisethe .everydl3.Y.l3itua: 
tior).s we find' ourselVes in. 

Reoently,' . one of our metnbers was ·the targe1; Clf ·;an un"": 
, scrupulous bosswilo ma,de overtures' impqgned , with'di/iboli":' 
. cal mOtiVes. Should she resign her job o:r, fight? 'rhe 010 
spiritof liberati'tlg justice decided tlfa t sheshouldfl.ght. 
We prayed 'for ha;- and' supported. her' a teveq stage.. She 
went through, much, peTseoution~ Ultimately'justicElpr(3­
vailed and'tile man was dismissed. 

. .. . 

In anon..;.Ctiristianoollege, torn .by.internal faotion 
and unb.eaUilY l,'ivalr'Y, the lady professor hasbeena.ble to 
introduce daily" prayer-serv-Loes and' start amaH .sharing 
oommunities of.non-Clll-istian studentS•. There ts.more lOve 

. now and theatinol!lpher~ is more pleasant. '. 

We also share experienoes and problems ins minia.ture 
"revision of: li~fenand atte.!npt tofind<solutions inaccor,9; 
ancewitil God's. will.. The Lord ha,s sb.oweredHhgraces on 
our work•. We prayed ove:!:' a . you'tlg HindU girl, .afflioted by 
the ravages of po'lioand her despa'iring> parents'. Tb.eob.ild 
is slowly improving, but more importarit, there. is pe.acein 
the home. Thesiok are heingcomf.orted. and reconciliation 

. brought to broken families inciroumstancesthat canbe 
descdbed,as mysteriollsand..beautifll~ -God'e.l()vi'tlgh~art 

.using aur' liilIrlan, hands fOr .His greater glQry. 

'. Our'gro.~p is alwalTs open to .the largerCLCfamilYand 
the largercommuiii ty of'. thel'eopl~of GOd~ It is a s~rvani 
comm~nity, .. wi t h 'f,W~i>yone' .givirigevideno\1il ofadeePf ,db.;'.is1 
mot:tvatedOOtle;arnfol', h:is .·l'ellow...man,~: FOBMATIO:N . 'is':!.t~, 
apostol:icprierity•..·li'ormationdaysare .... conducted once a 
m(mth, also 're'gulair tecol1eotiqns'sl,ld 'tihe.ExerOisee . once 
a year.Wayisitandassistthe units" and the 
spired by the EX~cu;t:Lve,aregradual1y knitt;i:ng 

24 -­



in;toacommunHy•. Each member is also oa.ll&d 
'di.vidualapostolate,about which he sha.res withthegrollP. 
Tnl1l3oneu.lolfductscharismetiorenewal meetings; another . tit 
ihvo'lved i.nsocialcbmmuniciationBj another with the op­
pressedp&or; another witb. the. wor~ing youth;' another fa 
ecumenism. ~d 'months ag0, a.n Anglican joined our group•. 
Wel;l.re the richei" for it. The Spirit: speaks< to us,through 
differE:!nt p:eople, diverse aituations and "the signs of the 
times". Who knows where HE:! will lead us? 

- Al;Lthony:Miirtyris 

I. BmLDI~G OF A NATIONAL COMMUNITY IN THE USA 

'. It all began or continued to be 'a reality when in ear 
ly ,i973 our NationalBo~rdof Directors changE:!d theirti: 
tlefrom Board of Directors to the National Community of 
thE:! :National Federation' 'of oLos., Along with. the ,change, 
ca.mE:! "the coriml:!.tmE:!nt or recommitlI!e,nttothE:!sE:!nseaf 'commu!! 
tty as described in'Gene:ral P:i:'inciple5, Sense of Church. 

Wb.eneverbig cha.ngesare made, it ieofteritheresu:lt' 
of I;leeds that; arep1a.nteo.mont,hs,beforeby persons from 
the·community. The Vision begins to' be ,seen byothermem,;.. 
bel'S of the community. And so H waS with our National Com 
munity. The seed was really planted and began to grow in 
late 1972 .whe,na. Faittl Experien-celwas held for the members 
of the BOard of Directora:.li'rariy had gone through this 'kind, 
of experience with others, but this was,' the 'first time 

. that the elec,ted board of directors met, with eacl:J. other in 
a Faith Experience so that each membermigl:J.t l:J.ave, the'oppb 
rtuUiilyto become part of a faith commimity. As oile,person 
expressed it.,"rtr expectation is that the national Board Of 
Pirectors might become a national COMllIDNITY ,of directors .. 

. -" \ '. 

, Thus. came the birth of a, National Community. And. yet, 
'it is hard to pilt into words' the light and hope which came 
to us during that particular meetirig. Our movement Was be­
ing , led by the Spirit toa ,'great.service "in, the . whole ' 
Christian community. We had at one time been a, uf'u,ndion­
alcommunity" f performing the ta.sks that we' had set be­
fore oUrselves. But since the Fa.ith Exper.ience we ha.d 

'grown intosomethingfa.r more true to our 'CLe ideal .,;;" '13. 
. basic uperaonal communityll. At that meeting we ,committed 

ourselve$ . toa new focus. We ,saw our r91e as Christian 



.Life .. coll!mU:1fihe~inth~ t·otail:~rene,.j~l .eff~I't (It: the c:hurch, 
andwef,ollillllla:l!e,d aJ:'e~ol.utiontoassistinth~ fOI'In:ing of 
al1kindsofOnrist:ianoqmmun.ities.Andso, "W~ comm.:i;,tou£ 
se1vesto·anevird1Ei) ~eChristian J,.tfe Community to the 'to 
~ta1 relnEi)wal effor,ts9t'.. Gur Cq,p.rch th,rough asaistingin the 
. formation of all tYI)es;ofChristian commun:itiEi)s ••• " . "We 
commit'ourse1vestomak1ng, 0Ui' national centeI;' in st. Lo'u:':" 
is a strong ,instrument, to' accompUshthi,a "through. pro.,. 
grams such as .faith expeE'iences ••• ,. deve10pmentinsti;" 

'tutes ••• , 1ead.ership workshops •••. " • "Toge.ther as' anat,... 
iOnal community we can 'help build the Cnurch of Vatican II 
by working diligently to touch Ol,lr environment with a 
sense' of the Church. II 

. Our first attempt' at carrying. out this new, or should 
we say, renewed, commitment took place at our 1as.t Nation­
al Convention. Our thema, though chosen months before o'ur 
new focus, '. wasgertainlyan expre.Ssfon of eur thiDking: 
NEW COMMUNITIES FORCliRISTIANS - AN AMEHlCANRESPONSE.Ma­
ny attendees .had' parti'cipated in past conventions and Iil.!l.ny 
had come for the first time. Manywere CtCers and some 
were not •.The experienc.e· of building a faith-community for 
thedurationo:f"our da,ystogether can still be sensed in 
conversationsanq. correspondence received todst. 

Our second . at1;empt was an .entirely new ccmcepi; for 
us. We have for two years. co-spons.ored,aprogram wit):1 j'ihe 
SC.hool of 'DivinitY of st. Louis University (St.Louis,M1!! 
souri) ,a' program on '.the role of leadership in the deveio.J2: 
mentof Christian communi:ty. Both years we had a microcosm, 
of the Church, that is, pries-ts, brothers, sisters and lay 
men '/:lnd women, in attendance. The aim of the coUrse was to 

'provide for the spiritual growth of the .individua1 asari 
.essentia1requis:i.tee of true Christian communityandto.prQ:· 
vide for the growth of· community through development of fa 
cilityinleadership . and conununication 'skills. Th~Faitii 

'Experience, at the beginning of the course proved to be a 
good oll,e i:o:which. the ,participants had anopportuni ty to 
explicate the ir individUal personal. growth in faith with 
one another" to grow intru$t and communi:ty. In some .smal1 
way through' th,~ St. Louis effort our Ilationa1movement 
hasbeguil to communicate and 15uild thei'aithc6mmuntty i--. 
deal in. our nation., " 

Striving to continue tabe a National Community isa 
.tremendoUs challenge. Frequently we tendtQ :lap$e _inte a 
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"fu:nctional membership", arid_as we do'so o'ur tru.s1; in 
and ou:r;' effectiveness as His instruments wane. Wemu.st coB; 
t'inu.a.lly -renew the- depth of afafthcommit!l1ent ' to Him 
thiollgh 'commu.nal discernment. Only in this way, we· 'b,eli~ve, 
w,Hl the CLe in the United States' bea "divine force ". in 
Shapillg theChi'istiancommu.nity of our times and, llltimat~ 

J.y, the Kingdom. 
Marie A~ Schimelfening 

l)The "FaithExperience" mentioned here is a session of 
two days in which, participants, in a climate of faith, 
exchange experiences of the action of God in- their life 
history. It,Was, fashioned by J. A~ Esqu.ivel s.j .. , 'and 

,is widely u.sed-1n the United States. An account of it 
a.ppeared,in the May. 1973issue'of .PROGRESSIO~ 

AN EXPERIENCE IN REGIONAL CQrvlMUNITY 

,The dev:elopment, of CLC in Fra.nce led rl:l,ther soon 't6 
'the esta,blisl1ment of regiopal Communities. They answered a 
double need. On the ,one hand, CLC members had, 'after a 

·certain number of years, definitively chose:n the way of 
'life of ASSOCiation Vie Chretienne (the national Christian' 
Life Community of F:t'ance)" by an act . of permanent commit-, 
ment to i,t.. Thus they felt 1;he need todeepen'their intima 
cywith 'Christliy mutllalexchanges with those who shared 

'the same Igna tian, ~piri tuaifty, so as to' disce -<~etterc' 
int~e face of current needs,UL'e will of God a'6 their 
apostolic mission, both personal and communitarian.A1; the 
time many of the group's ,included,' both persons who had 
definitively opted 'forCLG.a.,nd others who were -candJ:dates 
just beginning their CLC' experience .. 'On the o,thar hand, 
such regional., commtmities answered another need keenly 
felt: 'that of giving responsible leadership to Ctcin a 
given. region. 
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. . .- . 
It'b&~anVlHhafir8ta#emptin:pari8...w~Eit in, 1971" 

andquick~apre?d t09therareas.; . The,regio~l. coIIllllunity 
is madeupof·those~ Illembersin ap,'are<a.who,af,terh~vi,~ 
compJ.,~ted .~. period·of"formation, havepermanentlycoIJllll:i,t~ 
ted themselves t,o CLC. This community is r,esponsiblefor' 
theCLCs-in~process(thatis,candidate groups, orgroup$,,-: 
in-formatio,n), thro.ughout the ares'sndis accountable for 
their growth and their vitality. ,This regional community: 
becomes too a conlmunity of discernment" 'with the role of 
assessing the needs of the Church and of people inthatr,!!. 
gion. 

One ofits services is, then, ,to assure, the healtby 
functioning and growth of CLC. There result concrete tasks' 
thatitassume s as a grou.p, assigniilg certain of its inem... 
bersto carry them out; a,nd'receiving from them an account 
of the work oarried'out. This is the cae;lE! with the "year 
of introduction" for peraonsinterested inOLC., Two or 
three members 'of the regional community are responsible 
for workingwiththe'new group, helping them to experienoe 
the CLC way of life during, a year and so allow thelllto 
deoideat the E:lnd of that time if they should continue. 
Often too it is members"Oftp.e regional oommunity who as"':' 
sist the groups4n-formatJon dlu'ing the p~riod rlinning 
from the end of the introductory year till permane,nt oom~' 
mitinent. Finally, this area community is specially adal?, 
ted to funotion as a plaoe . for community disoernment'of 
the oonorete,needs of the region. VIewed this way, it isa 
help to the groupE! in general and to their members in 
their efforts'to,adaptth9ir apostolio res,ponse to the pri 
orities 'of thepresent'moment. ­

. The aettingup of these' regional oommunities has 
beyond,l':my.doubt favoredt'heprogress of the groups of the 
area as awhple.Even U'futuredevelopments or adapta.... ' 
tions may yet IIlOdify oertain aspects oftheirfunctionil1g, 
it i.s o,lear alreadytb,at they have. promoted the developmen.t 
tifa oommunity awareness at the regional level ana: that,' 
in doing this,they p.avebrotight the Iltliversal dimension 
,of CLC home to members 'and have'inserted it into As 
Madeleine Terrassonunderlines in her Activities 
the FrenohCLC{November 1,1974): 
tlAreoent meeting with regional leaders has shown thl;1t as 
yet all 'the regions do ,p,otyet hav.etrueree;iona'l,Oonlmu,g 
ities, with responsibility for their area, "and oapable of 
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su.pporting tlieir members who are active withinand.outside 
CLC, and assigning them to apostolic missi(:ma. Nonetheless 
one notic.es these developments : . 

- the awakening of ·asense of responsibility within the 
commuIl{ty; this was especially. noticeable at the ·recent 
elections for·thenational Council and.for regional lea,!! 
ers 

- the awareness of belonging to a community that is larger 
than one IS· owr.l group; regional meet.ings, ..and relation­< 

shl,ps between groups, are more frequent t.han before 
- intermingling ·of groups; a realization that the group 

is only a means 
-·a practical concern for the growth of OLC in the ::r:egion. 

- Roland· CALCAT 
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Part Three 

SOME QUESTIONS FOR· REFLECTION' 

i, What Killd o.f Com.niunityis OLC? 

. CLC is a true COMMUNITY. So it bas certai,ngoals. In 
CJ;.C, these goals are so all.,...embracillg that they involve a 
common vision of life •. · Doei;l our CLe ,have such a shared vi:! 
ion? 

AnycOm.nlu.Iiity involves sharip.g~ IIi CL,C, this needs to 
be an unusually deep and honest' communiCation of thoughts 
andi'nner feel1llgs •. Does our commUnity share this deeply? 

CLC is a LIFE community} in'whichthe entire exis.,... 
tence of members (faith, family, work, prayer, sacraments,· 
politics ,etc.) is .the community I sconcern. So the sQ.ared 
aotivityin CLC must be varied, reflective of. this. Is 
this true of our CLC? 

. ·CLe is a CHaISTIAN community. The community members 
are companions of each other because they are companions 
of Christ, workillg with him to extend his freedom to all 
men•. CLC is a eommunity in Christ, not·just a warm, huinan 
community with Christian touches. Js, Christ the h~art of 
Ollr CLC? 

Finally., OLC is not jllst' any Chriatiancommunity, 
bu.t a speoifio one. Itsspecificsare'fn;theGENERALPRIN­
CIPLES. How well does our, community know the GPa? 

Final1ty of' Communi iiy 

ACLC community is apostolic. Its whole raison dLe,tre 
is to help Christ bll~l(fhis killgdom. This mEilans then that' 
the needs of world, and ChurcQ.·m,:<st be flllly integrated in­
.to CLC formation. Do the .formation programs of out'., natio~... 
al and local groups achieve, this? 
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Membe.ra needt()bei;ni'orm~d of human needs.andprob.­
lems, tQknow the "signs of the t;i;mes". .Offertng ttsmem:'" 
bel's such information is a community fune.tion. Does our 
community fu,lfill it? 

An apostolic community. needs to 'discernapostolic pri 
orities. .An alertcoIllltlunity, then" will, find ways to help 
ita members learnabo.ut . community discernment and to prac.., 
tice it. How is,our cOIllIl},p,nity furthering c.oncrete, dis....: 

c:erned, apostolic action on the part .of it~members? . 

. Apostolic activity is the outward expression •. of Our 
inner commitment. To help us be fai thfl;ll to our : gift of 
self to God and to continually groW in that gift are . key 
commlinityfllncti-ons.Sirice CLC is "a community centered in 
the Eucharist" (GP .q), ,well-planned periodic, liturgies are 
essential. 'A CLC needs too to inttiat'e its members.into 
personal prayer, and to provide motivation or" opportlinity 
forpersoIlB.levaluations,sacramenta;l Penance, spiritual 
guiQance. Because all these elements form part of the. Spir 
i tual.Exercises, a c~entral cOmmunity responsibility is to' 
facilitate a deep .experienceo! the Exercises for its mem..:. 
bel'S. 'Sometimes this may involve helping.to find competent 
guides, or a suitable place, or helping resolve financial 
Clr family difficulties. Does ourCLq aid its,members to 
a continual growth in Christ through itsnieetings, renew­
als, .Eucharists ,and SpiritualExercisesretreat.s? 

CLC 1s an.ecclesial community•. The Christian life .' of 
members is pursued in.unionwiththe national and. world 
Chr1stianLife C:o~unity and in fidelit.y to the' universa.l 
communityof the Church (GP 6), bywhomweare miss.ioned~ 
Does oUr.community feel itself'partof the na;tional,the 
world Christian Life Community? Does our "sense of the 
Church" lea~ uS to love her, to ;Listen to her leadElrs, to 
spend ourselves in her service? 

In any true . community., . r~sPbnsibil,ity, '. is somehow 
shared. In CLC,.fO'r ft1.clly committed members, this Sharing 
should be' complete. This does not of· course mean ,tha.t ail 
play the. :'lame role. Group dynamics 
some key roles thus: 

experts b1l;ve specified" 
. . 
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- Initiating .,.. get,tingthings s,tarted cr crganized 
Regulating- balancing the, pace, nct to'o fastcr toO' slcw 

.,.. InfcI'llling - bringing infcI'lllaticn needed'fer decisicns 
- Sl.l.ppcrting - giving enccuragem~nt and affiI'lllaticil 
- Evall.l.ating - reflecting on cr testing grCl.l.P action. 
Rarely is aperscn gifted in all fivefunct:l.ons, but many 
excel in cne or twO'. Theccmbination of them 'all is what 
makes a community ,advance. In cur community, are all mem­
berfjactive, respensible? 

Of course, seme persons in CLC have special respensi... 
bilities. Three of these deserve special Comment. ' 

, ' ' 

One is the president' (chaiI'lllan, leader). His trl.l.e 
role ,is to' assure that the comml.l.nity functions as it 
should. He is leader of a team. A knewledge ,and exper':' 
ience of greup dynamicscaniihen help hitn. Since a CLe is 
a ,spiritl.l.al community, he will need teo to' reflect eften 
and prayerfully en thegrel.l.p and cn what the Lerd is ask­
ing of it here, and now. He needs of ceurse to' work with 
cther members in dcing' all this'. . 

Ancther key role is that, of ecclesiastical' assistant. 
His special rele is to' "help the members tOdiscever the 
ways efGed"(GP 14). As the grel.l.p's ecclesial link, he. 
has ,special respcnsibiliiiy ferdectrinal and pastoral cen­
cerns and for the group's unity. ,He is net, the gr,eupts Ie!! 
der; his rele is more interior, at the, level of metivatien 
and Christian orientation. He needs t()work' clesely with 
the greup's leaders,' always available but never· u.surping 
their, functions., And to' fulfill his role ' preperly, he 
needs to "take part in the life of t~e group" (GP 14'), not 
sililply to' assist 'it' as an ol.l.tsider. .In a group I s initial 
stagEls bis role may somet~mes be breader, but this is tem­
porary. The name given him in the GPs - assist,ant - is ve!: 
y apt: he assists the grou.p to' be tr.uly Christian in beth 
its life and its service. 

On a national er regional leve,l (as alsO' in a 'CLC \vith' 
many members), ,the team ef leaders (council) has an Lm.por­
tant rele (GP 13). TO' be effective, it needs itself to' be­
ceme a kind ef spiritualco:inm.unity, in which teall]. members 
truly share both thetr faith life and human life. Are su.ch 
special reles as preSident, assistant, cO'uncil, effective­
ly filled in our local or national community? 
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Two .Key Means 

The meetingS of CLC are crucial, since they are 'the 
main times that.. members come together. What techniques CO!! 

tribute to truly", effective meetings? 

First" for community to develop, a group must· be 
~; perhaps 6-12 members; if .itis larger, it must de­
'velop sub-groups with a true community life· of their own'. 
An informal setting, for example, being seated around a 
living room, helps much too; ..and !'leated in a circle,' so 
each can see the o'thel".· Even a small meeting need~ to be 
prepared; Qne way is for the leader, assistant, and one 
other member (rotating) .to prepare it together. 

The meeting is to help 'thecommu.n,ity to be ··and to 
serve. It normally, therefore, contains elements relating 
both to personal growth and to apostolic service •. The for­
mat 'can vary, but the principal technique should be a ~ 
ingof experience. Not therefore si~plyvocal .. pra.yer, but, 
e.g.• , an apt Scripture reading followed by silence and then 
shared reflections. Not mainly talks, but e.g. a.n exchange 
of .experiences· ona theme such as simplicity of life style 
in CLC.· Meeting time is pI'ecious. Is our community using 
meeting techniques tha.t truly involve the whole group? 

ButCLC is also a national and a world community. 
Here communication becomes extremely important. Obviously 
the high point of this is 'when persons from different com.... 
munities meet together. personally innatiorial .courses or 

. continental disce.rnments o~ world sessions such as ../I.ugs­
burg and Rome in 1973. But exchange of publications and of 
programs, personal correspondence, visits.when possible 
- these are precious too. Not only between a local . group 
and national or world federations but also between . groups 
and.members in the same or different countries. And shar­
ing, of ideas, of course, mustgrowinto.eharing of experi­
ences, of expertise, of material resources.. Is our group 
and its members using fully the medium of communication·to 
heiR build the national and world CLC community? 

Phases 

ACLC community is a l1Vingf growing thing, and so it 
passes throughphaaes:' the initial phase ,of warmth and' con 
fidence; the crisis phase,'· involving perhaps' a series of 

/ 
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conflicts; and hopefully, the identification pha'se ,where, 
in spite. of certain real differences, we. come to identify 
ours'elves entirely with the CLC mission. and so c ommit our­
selves to each other in community. This identification with 
CLC as a world COllllIlu.nity can an~ shou.l(!: reach. t.he· point 
where physical separation no·loi'Jger.weakens.l.ts bonds~ It 
is theuJ a commu.nity in dispersion, bu.t as deep.andtru.e a 
commu.nity as· ever.· Bu.t this. su.pposes aa au.thentic and deep 
ex:perH~nce ofeLC as an apostolic community. inspired by the 

·Spiritu.al Exercises'and inissioned to .serve the Chu.rch and 
the:world wherever God 'sleall beckons. Do.es our commu.nity 
face honestly' its conflicts and.crises? Is it u.sing them 
toadvancs'toward a more total identIfication with the mi,! 
sion .of tbeu.niversal Chri.stian Life Commu.ility? 

Nicholas RIEMANs.j. 
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