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... The purpose of this paper. is to pose four questions, 
and..by trying to define their scope, bring out their impli:, 
ca.tions, and e'UJDlIlal'ize s~me of the thihking that has been 
done on them, to be of some assistance to this Assembly·in 
seeking and finding its own answers to them. The four 
questions are these: 

1. 	Why should the Christian. Life Communities be 
at all concerned with such a problem as the 
.1I;liPeration ..of all Ji1en", .and. concerned. to 
s.uch an extent as to make it their "common 
objective"? 

2. 	Granted. that the "liberation of'a11 men" is a 
concern of' the Christian Life COm:m.Unities, 
how, in what way, .by what .method can they 
arrive at· an understanding of the nature, 
scope, and demands of this common objective? . 

3. 	Does the search fora better understanding of' 
this common objective bring to light alter­
native ways of attaining it, and if so, what 
are these options? 

4. 	Clearly, the "liberation of all men".ie not a. 
task which the Christian Life COJ:!lIllUnities can 
accomplish by themselves, .but orily in c911ab~ 
ration with others. What, then, is the specif 
ic contribution they can make toward its· ac= 
complishalent, as communities? as ~ coIllll'IUn­
ities? as Christian life co~ties? . 
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I believe the answer to the first question will depend 
on whether you find the "1iberationof all men" compatible, 
as a common objective, with the General Principles of the 
Christian Life Communities. 

Thatitis a prime objective of 'the Christian Life Com 
munities to serve God by 'serving men, by serving all men 7 
is clear, because explicitly stated:" It ••• to give ourse~ves 
always more' generously to God in loving and serving all man 
kind in the world of today" (GP n. 1), and again, "we work 
in a spiri,t of service: to establish justice and peace among 
all men" (GP n. 7). 

But is the notion of liberation subsumed in the notion 
of service? It would seem so, for the Christian Life Cam­
munities engage themselves "to work together with the whole 
People of God for progress and peace, justice and charity, 
liberty and the dignity of all "men II (GP n. 2). In fact, 
this work for hUman liberty is not left vague and undiffer 
entiated but is particularized as liberation in the social 
sense: "work for the reform of the structures of society, 
participating in efforts to liberate the victims of all 
forms of di~crimination" (GP n. 7). 

These passages from the General Principles leave little 
doubt that liberation, the liberation of all men, not only 
in an internal or purely spiritual,but also in an external 
or social sense,can be counted as a common objective of the 
Christian Life Co~ties. Not only, can, but must be so 
counted, forit appears to be one of the elements by which 
the very identity of the Christian Life Communities is coE:. 
stituted. ' 

But we cannot stop here. If we do, we shall have ar­
rived at a merely nominal or notional' a'cceptance of a common 
objective, superficially satisfying, perhaps,but of little 
value as far as action is concerned. We must go further, 
then, and inquire as to what precisely is signified by ,Ill.!. 
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beration of 6;11 men". What cohtent, Whl!t levels of meaning 
do we give to this term? To answer that question we' must 
ask a . prior one.. . How do we -!f'ind out? 

,Is there a way, a process, a method whereby we can be. 
gintp realize, andincreasing1:y realize, in our hearts as 
we~as in oUr minds,. ;just what the liberat:j.on of all men 
is, ,not. in. the .abstract .rut IIin. the' world of today" (GP: n •. 
l}cand"inevery area of life" «}P n. 3)?Is.there a way, 
.8., procElss, a method whereby we can be'gin to perceive, and 

..	ever'more clearly perceive whether this work of. liberation 
is ~ an 'authentic expression of that "interior law of love••• 
which the Spirit inscribes in. our hearts"(GP n. 2), an a!!, 
thentic "response to the call of Christ from within the 
world,in which we live" .(GP n.3)? This is the second ques 
tion .proposed for our reflection. . ­

* * * * 
.* * * 

* 
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II 

The phrase just quoted from the General Principles 
gives.usa possible point of departure. What· the·Christian 
Life CommUnities wish above all to do is to respond "to the 
call of Christ from within the VYorld in which we live". 
ChTist, then, c811sto us not only from the pages of Sqri~ 
ture, not only from the depths of our own hearts, but from 
riithin the world in which we live. How does he do that? 

He does· it, Vatican II tells us, through the aspira­
t~ons and longings of mankind· "(Gaudium et spes, n. 4), es.... 
pecially those that are seen to be recurrent, widespread,· 
a;od deep. Father C. G.Arevalo puts it this way ("On the 

·--theology of the signs of the times", Philippine Priests' 
Forum Iv/4 [December 1972J, 21-22): 

The only way God speaks to us, short of direct 
revelation, is through our desires and aspira­
tions. And therefore, if there are great, wide­
spread, positive desires going through mankind 
this is, interpretatively, the voice of God. Be­
cause this is the only other way outside of di­
rect (public or private) revelation that God can 
manifest his mind and his will to us. Therefore, 
by searching out the great desires of men,· we 
find out what is the movement of God's plan made 
manifest to us... It is through the aspirations 
of man that we come into living contact with the 
plan ?f God.· 

Scripture itself is proof of this, for ScJ;'ipture is 
not only doctrine but history. In it, God teaches us, re­
veals himself to us, calls us not only by instruction or 
command but by event, by what happens.in history. According 
to Fathers Sigmond and .cosmao ("Phenomenology "and the the2, 
logical evaluation of. change" ~ In Search of a Theology of 
DevelOpment [Sodepax, 1969J, p. Ill): 
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It is in h;istory itself, in' the ir6nders that 
[God] works in order to deliver his people, in 
the movement of empires that he provokes in or':" 
der to call his people to conversion, that God 
manifests and reveals . himself,. It is sacred 
history, and its interpretation by the prophet, 
which expresses the will of God and makes it 
lmo.wnas it unfolds. 

The place occupied by history in the Revela­
tion is not merely occasional or instrumental. 
It is Part of the body of the Revelation. Itis 
a dimension of -the Word of God.. The Word ex­
presses itself and is carried out i-n history, 
which is its language. 

This applies, strictly speaking, to history as un­
folded-in Scripture, to sacred history. It is suggested, 
'however, that it applies equally well to secular. history, 
for of secular history too God is Lord. In fact, CardiilaT 
Roy, in a recently published statement (IfReflec.tions on 
the occasion of the tenth anniversary of the encyclical 
rpacem in terris r, ofPop~ John XXIII [11 April 1973J, p.75") 
sees the history of mankind. continuing through our oVin 
time as being in a sense a continuation of sacred history, 
since "biblical and messianichis1;ory. • • according to 
the New Testament continues from the Resurrection of Christ 
until his second coming, the Parousia. II Fathers Sigmond 
and Cosmao therefore rightly conclude that "this qverlap­
ping between the Word of God and a history marked by change 
is illuminating in the search for the meaning of a history 
in which change .is becoming a salient characteristic" 
(ibid.), that i~, the history of our own times. 

How, then, are we to find out where, "from within the 
world in which we live" (GP n. 3), God is calling us'to a£. 
tion? By attentively examining the great movements in the 
collective consci.ousness o:f mankind, and discerning where 
in these movements the Spirit of God is at work. In the 
consciousness of mankind - that· mUst be emphasized. The f2­
cusof our discernment IlI11st be not so much on the external 
changes taking place - industrialization, urbanization, d~ 
colonization, marginalization - though these IlI11st be taken 
into account, bUt rather an the widespread huinan desires 
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and ~estianings whicha~is~ because of t~ese changes (cf. 
Ar~valo,op. cit. p.17). 

It is here that we must 190k for the "signs of the 
times" • The phrase, as we know, is Christ.' s: hisgentle 
rebuke of. the experts who forecast the weather with con­
fide:riee but could not perceive that the Kingdom of God was' . 
upon them. "In the evening you say , 'It will be fine;there 
is a red sky', and in the morning,_ 'Stormy weath~r today; 
the sky is red and over:cast'. You knowhow to read the 
face. of t.he sky, rut you cannot read the signs of.the t.ii:nes I' 
(rot 16.2-3). And it was John XXIII who, with .rare insight, 
reminded us that we, . in our turn, are called, upon to dis­
cern. from the signs of our times where the Kingdom of GOd 
is beingbl.1ilt today. That is why, as Vatican II says, 
"the Church has always had the duty of scru.t.iliizing the 
signs of .the times and of interpreting' them. in the light 
of the Gospel," so tJ:iat "inJ.angaag9 intelligible to eaeh 
generation, she can respond to the perennial . questions 

.~ .. 	wnich men ask abOut -this present life arid the life· to come, 
and about the relationship of the one to the other" (Ga:u­
dium etspes, n. 4). 

But how do we scrutinize, how do .. we .interpret the 
signs ,of the times? Cardinal Roy, in the statement referred 
to (ibid., p. 74), suggests that . 

for Christians••• interpreting history through 
the signs of the tilnes means asking themselves 
whether events, accomplishments, and cilrrents of 
opinion that make themselves fel.t represent 'or 
not an enrichment of human nature!twhichis always 
perfectible and which completes itself by devel0;2 
ing in time.Since human nature is created by God, 
the question' arises in this form for Christ:i;ans: 
Is the newevent:the image, or the caricature of 
human nature? The. method of the signa of'. the 
times, therefore, consists in the first place in 
discovering correspondences and resemblances. 

"Correspondences and resemblances", that is to say, 
patterns. It is in the recurrent patterns, the dominant themes 
ill "the aspirations and. questionihgs of contemporarY. man
"that we' will find Where the Spirit .of God is at work (c:t'~ 
Ar~valo, op. cit. p;. 21). 	 .. 
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Here ;:1- would suggest, is the methodology. we seek: the 
!p.ethoaologyoi'" the discernment of spirits of Sairit Igilatius; 
but extended now, extrapoleted, from thelli.ovements within 
the consciousness of the iridividual to the wider stage of 
themovetnentswithiri the consciousne~s of mankind. It is, a 
methodology more and. more widely used iri the Church,· an.d 
by·the·teaching Church itself: Vatican II, ·the popes, the 
bishops. And here, iri very rapid summary,· are the recur­
rent patterns, the dominant themes thatits application 
seems to disclose. 

1. First, a crisis of change; or~ as Teilhard. de eha!; 
. din would put it, a "critical threshold" reached by the 
very rapidity of the changes man has iriduced iri his planet 
~d .iri himself: 

Today, the human race is passing through a new 
stage of its history. Profound and rapid· changes 
are spreading by degrees around the whole world. 
Triggered by the intelligence and creative ener­
gies of man, these changes recoil upon him,upon 
his decisions and desires, both il'idividual and 
collective, and upon his manner of thinkirig and 
acting with respect to thirigsandto people. 
Hence, we can already speak of a true social and 
cultural transformation. (Vatican II, Gaudium et 
Spes, n. 4). 

. 2. Then, as man extends his domiriance over nature, a 
demand for wider participation in the benefits of that do­
minance; a. demand for a society that, iri the vision of 
John XXIII, would be along the following liries: 

• • • an ord.ered and hierarchical society, wi.th. 
a place for each nation and each nation in its 

. place. From the b.ottom to the toP,. from the. iridi 
vidual to the 'public allthority of universal co~ 
peteir.ce',society forms a pyramid of irite~ediate 
bodies founcledon the 'pririciple of subsidiarity'. 
Each one - iridiVidual, basic community,or state ­
makes its active contribution, with respect·for 
authority and iri the service of the common good. 
Governed by a bill of rights arid mu.tual duties, 
society is animated by a common will.· It is' a· s~ 
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ciety-o£ participation . . . (Cardinal Roy, ~. 
E!. p. 46) 

3. Th;ls is turn leads to the demand for wider partici 
pation in responsible freedom: the assertion on the part 
of.individua.1s and nati.oils of - the right to self-identity 
,and se1f...,development: 

.A demand made by the man of today: a greater 
sharing il+ responsibility and' decision-making. 
This legitimate aspiration becomes more evident· 
as the cultural· level rises, as the sense of 

.·freedom develops and as man Qecomes more and 
more a~e of ho\v, ina world facing an uncer­
tain future, the choices of today already con­
dition the life of tomQrrow. (Paul VI, OctQge­
sima_ adveni.ens, n. 47). 

• • .a consciousness of enhancement of personal 
worth with regard both to the whole man and the 
whole of mankind • -. • is expressed in an aware­
ness of the right to development. The right 
to development mu.st be seen as a dynamic inter­
pretation of all those fundamental lmman rights 
upon which the aspirations of indiViduals and 
nations are based••• By taking the future into 
their own hands through a determined will for 
progress, the developing peoples • • • will au­
thentically manifes.t their own personalization. 
And in order that they- may cope with the unequal 
relationships within thepre.sent world complex, 
a certain respo:nsible nationalism gives them the 
impetus needed to acquire an idenhty of their 
own. (Synod of liishops, 1971, "Justice in the 
World", pp. 9-10). 

··4. An enchanting prospect; but what is the actual 
fa,.ct? - A widening -gap. between rich and poor, bet\veenthe 
powerless many and the fe:w endowed with almost total power. 

Never has the human race enjoyed such an a~ 
dance of wealth, resCiurces, and economic power. 
Yet a huge -proportion of the world's citizens is 
still tormented by hunger and poverty, while 
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countless numbers Si1:tfer from totali11iteracy. 
Never before today has man, been so ,keeru.y aware 
of free,dom" yet, attlte same time, new forms of 
social ,and psychological slavery make ' theirap­
pearance. (Vatican II, Gaudium et spes, n.4) • 

Ancient divisions between nations and empires, 
between races ,and classes, today possess new 
technological inst~ents of destruction. The 
a:rms race is a threat to man's highest good, 
wllich is life; it makes poor people,s and individ 
Ualsyet more miserable, while making rich those 
already powerful; it creates a continuous danger 
of conflagration, and ili the case of nuclear 
arms, it threatens to destroy all life from the 
face "of the earth. (Synod of Bishops, 1971, 
IIJustice in the World", p. 7.) 

5·•..Hence, the emergence not of the society Of .assent 
envisioned by John XXIII, but of a society of dissent: 

A1though the world of today has a very vivid 
sense of its unity and of how one mandepend's 
on another in needful solidarity, it. ,is most 
grievo'lsly torn into opposing camps by' conflict­
ing forces. For political, social, economic; 
racial, and ideological disputes still continue 
bitterly, and with' them the PElril of a war which 
vlould reduce everything to ashes. (Vatican II, 
Gaudium et Spes, n. 4). ' 

6. Dissent ,therefore; frequently accompaliiedby vi,9. 
lence. But that is not the worst of it. The worst of it is 
an increased awareness of violence, and within that a'....are­
ness a creeping conviction that violence is not only desi£ 
able, it is inevitable. 

This violence iseverywhere,in countries that 
are notat\var and in all social bodies • • • It 
takes many forms • One notes today physical vio.­
lence, which places at risk the life or material 
liberty of individuals or groups. But -and this 
is new - one notes almost, everyvihere ,'stI')l.ctural 
violence:violence which stems from institutions" 
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reginiens, and systems of law••• What should be 
noted as specifically new is not so much violence 
as awareness of violence. 'In former times viol-
ence.was not noticed,or was endured as something 
inevitable, whereas today it is thought about, 
analyzed, and consciously desired. Many people 
interpret it as a law of history. Society is 
presented as essentially connected with' conflict. 
(Cardinal Roy, op. c:i.t. pp. 46:-47). 

7. What llashappened? We may describe it, perhaps, in 
terms of what the ancient Greeks considered to be the very 
essence of tragedy: the nemesis of. hubris. Man, crea~ive 
man,made arrogant 2nd greedy by the fantastic a.chievements 
of his creativity, is now in mortal perll of being dehUman 
ized if not destroyed by the things he has created. ­

While very large areas of the population are 
unable to satisfy their primary needs, . super..;,; 
fluousneeds are ingeniously created.It can thus 
rightly be asked if, in spite of all his con­
quests, man is not turning back against himself 
the results of his activity. Having rationally 
endeavoured to control nature, is he not now be­

, coming the slave of the O1)jects which he makes? 
. (Paul VI, Octogesima adveniens, n. 9). 

ThUS, while man extends his power in every di 
rection,he does not always succeed in subje~ting 
it to his own welfare. Striving to penetrate de~ 
per into the deeper recesses of his own. mind, he 
frequently appears ll'1ore unsure of himself.Grad­
ually and more precisely he lays bare the laws· of 
society, only' to be paralyzed by uncertainty 
about the direction to give it. (Vatican II, Ga:!:!:; 
dium et spes, n •.4). 

8.• And yet, there is no great mystery about that, 
surely? Ordinary 'people know, even without the aid of ex­
perts, where that direction lies. Sometimes the~ have even 
said it. Here is one.sucli statement: 

Many of our people, through no fault of their 
ow.o., have' llad . no educa-tion of their own. This 
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does:not ,mesn. thatth!ydo >:o.ot 
wa.nt ~'A man doe$:< not :~V~, to ,be 
to kno:w thatb,e ,want~ ,ito 11ve~thh1s:fami.ly, 

'where:,he,wants ,to llve;;, to'lno,ve abou1;'fi-eely and 
not re.ciUire a ,pasij.r't6"~arna dEicelltwage;to b~ 

- 'fre.e to 'work fort4e;pe~on of, hi~ choice ,for as 
10ng,8;s he wai;itcs; ~d;:;fl.lially,'to be' riUed, by 
the people 1;hat"heiwant~,t.6:t>erUle:a,by,endnot, 

'" :, ~llo.seWho rule, hi.tD. be,6au.S,e,·theyhav,emore:gun~
:tllan ,he has. ," ,,' ' " ' 

; , 

. ~_.""~ h'-Qr;4i~ man; a man of no ixlW6rt8:nee; one of oount 
'iliss-mi1l1ons; , it ,does not really matter Who he' was. 
,~e, in fact, ,was '-roivo 'H@rin8.n Ja,'l'oi'Vo; ':bu.t'it 'coui'd 
',;j~t as well 'haveb~enC)1a;NJ~'Qr Jci'~~Bl()Wf' or Juan ,Cl:ela,

Cruz. What, ,is'ofsome~terestisthat hemade'that s;tat~, 
1l1etlt ,from the ,dock, ' .. as, ~,prisoner on-tl"ial for t !i!:rrorism~ , 
It 'is' ruyt :ittl,.o;vmWha.trep+r~.thehono..ra.ble co:urt, made 
h.:im;nor~ ,;tnAeed, ' 'whethe:t:'it took'the, :trOuble to rep],y. 

'~~;-""--.-::-~---~~-~' .•-.~.~.- ~-- -2-______'..~.~F ~, • ,,_ ~" • • ­

* * * ,** 

*, * * 
,it 
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These are some of the broad strokes with which those 
who are'teachers in the Church, using the, methodology of 

. discE':!nunent., . sketch out ,the' contemporary world sitJl8.tion. 
It remains for. us now, using the same methodology, to' ad­
dress ourselves to our third question, that is, to deter­
mine whether these· general indications really poirit to 
'''liberation for all men". as where the action, the action 
of the Spirit, is;. and, further, to' clarify what thi.s task 
of liberation means for us,and what it is likely to demand 
of us~ 

Reference has "Peen made to the. ideal of a society of 
participation, natJ.()p.al and international, set forth, by 
John XXIII in "Pacem in terrisn.That encyclical ?JaS written 
in the early years of the Development Decade - the label 
given by the Ulaited Nations Organization to -the period 
1960-1970. It was thus based, in part, on .the then prevail 
ing theory concerning the direction in which ~he world was 
moving, or should be ,made. to move. Pope Paul VI states 
this t~eory of development as follovlS (Octogesima adve­
niens, n. 41): 

Since the nineteenth century, western sOQ.ieties 
and,as a result1 matly others have put their hopes 
in ceaselessly renewed and j,ndefiniteprogress. 
They saw this progress as man's effort to free hi:! 
self in face of. the demands of nature and of social 
constraints ;progress was the condition for and the 
yardstick. of human' freedom.Progress, spread by the 
modern medifl. of informat:i,.on and by the demand for 
wider knowledge and, greater consumption, has b!:, 
come an omnipresent ideology. 

EconOmic development is the most tangible and measur­
able form of progress, as well as a necessary -condition 
for most· of its other forms • Hence, naturally enough, the 
initial.thrl1st of de:Velopment was predominan1;ly·ec9nomic : 
the establi's;tunent in eaoh J;lB.tion and world-wide, of what 
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]'ather Philip Land c2.1113" an "ftorganic ' interdependence. of 

.1abOU:r: working with natura.!resources andcap;ita1 in a" so­

cial system conducive to produoing a sUrPlus" "(ina humane 


" system of production)" ("Socio1ogioa1 observations on Car­
.tignyll, Sodepax Report 1969, p. 55). 

". "That last phraae - in a hUmane system.of production ­
'is of some'importance.As its implications came.to be fully 
rea.1ized,it \"laS seen that ther~ were dimensions of deve10I!. " 
mel;lt,equally if not more important than theeoonomic•." A 
,system of, production could scarcely be "". called . humane if 
not accompanied by a humanesy~tem of di~tribution, and 
neither economic production nor distribution would really 

.	have any meaning if they did not promote the deve1Qpment 
Qf man as such, in his who1ene'ssas a. being notorily animal 
but spiritual, not onlyiridividual but sociaL·. .". 

. . . 	 '. : 

" Development thUS aoquired social and cultural"connota " 
-tiOns; it came-to mean,as Pope Paul-VI put" it, ftto promote" 
"the good of every I!la.Ii and of the whole man" (PopUlorum P::i:'~ 
gressio, 'n. 14). 

This being the objective of development, what was con 

caived to be'the process by which. it was to be attained? 

Pr. Rubem Alves "describes it as follows ("Theology and the 


"liberation of manll ,. inSodepax Report 1969, pp. 84-85) 

The first aspect of the problem to be noticed 
by cOnaciousnesswas that the world is divided 
between nations which are rich and nations which 
are ~oor: developed and underdeveloped. It was 
noticed, .at the· same time, that the whole world 
was amidst a process of 'rapid,sOcial"changes! • 
The rapid "social changes were bel;i.eved tobf!the 
process whereby' ,the divisiOll between rich and 
poor nations was to be overcome. . It Was "th~t 
that .the same s.trlicture which contained the con­
tradicti·cin between rich" and poor contained the 
dynarriicswhichwould' solve it.. Underdevelopment 
was."".. inter,preted as on...the.;..wa;y.;..towards-d!, 
ve10PJiUmt, a.s· a stage which"" ohronological1y n!, 
cessarily antecedes development.. Sinc~the rapiq. 
social Chattgeswere caused by "indUstrialization, 
and industria1i2;ation came" :from the rich nations, 
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these nations were c6nsidered both lis leading the 
triumphant procession of development and as the 
cause and hope of the developme:ntof the under:­

"deveIoped.' ' , 

All verY well;, with ,one important reservation. The 
processdoesn,ft seem to WO'rk. As 'nr.Aives, himse.lf pOints 
out, ' "this hypo~esis faced a' serious difficUlty: tl'le 
grow~ gap' between,rici).nations, and,POor nationS~i (ibld." 

'p. 15;. In 1969, Lady Jacksonga'Vs the follo\"lingm~sure-: 
ments of the gap:' uThe,a.n;p,ual increa,sein Atlantic :incom:e 
[thet isr, the income of the North, AtlanticcoJlll!lUl1ity' of 

'nations] is greater, than the total income ofA1:ri~Ei, and 
the Indian, Subcontinent ..The unitedStates 'is t~elyetimEls 
wealthier than all its 'sister republics' in'Latin'.Al:!terica 
together. Expenditure on alcohol and tobaccoalone:m the 
North AtlantiC: countries is more than double the entire'D!. 
tionalincome of India,~, ,These are disproportions that are 
greater than the old ohasmbetween rich and poor within 
traditional societies'" (quoted in' Cl:iS.Tles Elliott, The 
Development' Debate; London ],911, 1'.101). This year, R.L. 
Stout, writing in the Christian Science Monitor, 'provides 
an additional yardstick ..1ith reference to, the United States: 
"The United States is the richest' nation, on 'ea.rth; bu.t, 
with only 6 percent of' the world I s population, it is now 
consuming,one-"third of its energy. It also con?umes one­
,thfrdof the meat" (reprinted in the :na~ly American, Rome, 
() July 1973). 

How explain this phenomenon of the widening gap be­
tween rich and poor? The'standard development theory, with 
its rectilinear plotting of progress - the underdeveloped 
nations steadily marching onward and upward under the 
leadership and with th,e aid of the developed nations - does 
not seem to do so. An alternative hypothesis has therefore 
been put for>v.ard~ chiefly ,by Latin Americans. Father Gusta 
vo Gutierrez, in a c~nfereDce he gave earlier this year ~ 
Rome, provides, us With a capsule statement o;f this hypoth.!:.. 
s~s (IILiberation", DocumeiltationSedos, 6 July 1913, p. 
480) : 

We [of Latin America] are ,underdeveloped coun 
'tries; or, as 'some. of our friends in developed 
countries prefer to put it so that we mayno:t; 
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. feel .offended, 'developing' coun1lri\ll!. still and 
all, the economists, the social scientists, and 
the statesmen of Latin..America give us proof that 
we are in reality t~derdeV'eloping" countries 

·-.a condition inferior to· that of being under­
developed, since it means we are not getting any 
better.NoVi then:what .the experts have discovered 

,about these countries 'on-the-road-to-underdeve1 
opmemt' is that the main .reason for their being 
such is dependence. What does tMt:mean, depend 

... ·ence? In Latin America, the countries in a. state 
,of dependence are those which:mS.ke no decisions 

of their own, whether economic, social,cultural, 
or political.The important decisions are made out 
side these countries, and they are penalized if 
they ,presume to malte them for themselves•. 

. Who:mS.ke .these decisions, then? It .is the developed 
nations-that :mS.ke .them. It is thus that dependence is de­
"~iiled~-As-Dr.Charles Elliott puts it ("Anesoteric cri':" 
tique of C8.l4:ighy", Sodepax Report 1969, p. 23), it is 

dependence upon and domination by the rich coun­
tries which have established an' economic system 

. which exploits (in the full Marxist sense of the 
word) the surplus generated by labour in the de­
veloping countries. Associated with this inter­
national exploitation there is in many develop-. 
ing countries of Latin America an oppressive po­
litical and social regime which ensures that the 
vast~bu1k of the population receives.a dispropor 
tionately small percentage of national income and 
national social capital. 

In other. words, th.e developed nations, far from help­
ing the underdeveloped nations to develop, keep them in 
their state . o'!underdevelopment. Why? 'Because it is to 

. their interest to do so; their ovm state of being developed 
depends on it. And this holds true also of the affluent. es 
tablishments in underdeveloped countries, for they owe 

..their affluence to being able to deliver to .the developed 
. world at least a part· of the surplus production of the 
. cheap labor, the.underdeve1oped labor, of their own labor­
ing class. '~nderdevelopment is both caused by and causes 
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development, and development is the cause of and .depends 
on underdevelopment" - thus, succinctly, is how Dr. Alves 
sums it ·up (oP. cit. p. 85) • 

. What is the result? The result is the creation and 
the perpetuation i~underdeveloped countries· of a two-class 
society in which the vast majority Qf·the population, for 
the most part peasants living at the poverty level or below 
it, is sharply divi·dedfrom the very small minority that 
controls both economic and political power. A middle class 
is either.non-existent or negligible. The form of govern­
ment may be nominally democratic, but the people do not 
really participate in their goverruiumt,for the very simple· 
reason that it is not their government. Thof;le who· govern· 
them do not govern with their consent,but with the consent 
either of their fellow oligarchs or of the military esta­
blishinents they take good care to maintain; bUt,· above·all~ 
- a:irey point in this hypothesis - not only with the con­
sent but with the positive support of economic interest 
groups of the developed world, backed , more often than not, 
by their respective governments. 

This phenomenon Of dependence gives rise to the sub­
sidiary phenomenon of marginalization, which Dr. Elliott 
describes as follo\vs (The Development Debate, pp. 52-53): 

. Groups may be said to be marginal when they 
do not enter into the decision-making processes 
of theirco:mmunit:i.es, have a prec~rious economic 
existence ••• and do not relate to other groups. 
Marginal groups are sometimes defined racially, 
e.g., urban lndians in Brazil or Colombia, but 
are always characterized by lack of polit·ical 
power at local. and national levels. AJinost by 
definition, these marginal groups are the most 
underprivileged, the most exploited, the. least 
educated of their society. Hov,ever well the eco­
nomy prospers -as in Brazil in the 1950's'" none 

. of· the gains filters down to them • 
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This is SlU"ely esituati.on that cries to heaven for 
jUstice. Bu.t how ;i.e' justige to be done? . The answer.of 
those. who fom:uJ.ate the· hypothesis of dependence is : 
liberation. 

. Like the term. tldevelopment ll
,. the term. "liberation" 

hS;s,:acquired several levels of meaning. And if the first 
mea:ri.ing given to development was economic, the first mean­
.1D:g.. given to liberation was political. Why are .people 
::l.mable to develop themselves? ,Because they are kept· in a, 

· condition of dependence. They are enchained and oppressed 
'. 'by: unjust structures of society. Before development can 

take place, these structures must be pulled down, and the 
oilly.vjayto do this is by political action. To' the ques-. 
tion"Wh.atis pblitica,11iberation?1I Father Gutierrez re 
plies (on.·cit.p. 479): 

In. Latiri Apierica, it is basically our convic­
tionthatif .we are to rise from our condit.ion 
of misery -or, . to give it> a moral dimenSion, 
our situation of injustice -' it is necessary to 
change, tooveTturn, the dominant economic, so­
cial,. and po11tical order asi t actually exists 
among us ~ •• But mind you, liberation is not 
simply to remove this or that unjust structure. 
It is to attack the causes of these structures; 
to strike at. their roots. Liberation - economic, 
social, political - is just that: to make War on 
the causes. of contemporary .social injustice and. 
underdevelopment, so that people can become mas­
ters of their own destiny. 

That is how political liberation presents itself in 
· Latin America. In other countries of the Third World there 
may be analogies to the Latin:""American situation; that is, . 
similEl.rities a~wellas differences. EVen in the developed 
world there may .be people in need of liberation from op­
pressive social structures: mar81:ne.l groups, minorities, 

·migrants, sUbcultures, Unorganized or disorganized sectors 
of the .working class, ·'lost people of all classes. In all 
such situations, Christians committed to justice must go 
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tbrou:gl:i the same procesS. of discernlii~!Ht and decision as 
their Latin-American brethren. 

But~oVl note this: in Latin America and elsewhere, 1! 
beration in its political form came up almost immediately 
against a formidable barrier; the barrier, namely f of' apa.:­
thy, of inertia, of' incomprehension, precisely among those 
in most need of liberation. This sobering experience led 
to the realization that there is in liberation a second 
level of mel'!ning; for men need to be freed - or rather, to 
free themselves' - not only from external oppression but 
from internal constraints. It brought home the fact' that 
of all the wounds inflicted by inju~tice the most grievous 
is surely this: injustice, if sUfficiently prolonged~ma.kes 
men forget what it is to be free; deprives them not only 
of the ability to strike off their chains, but even of' the 
desire to do so.. ' 

Thus, liberation took on an educative, a formative di 
.. 	mansion; . an effort to awaken both consciousness and con=' 

science;. a·concientizaci6n. "The essence of the attack of' 
the movement for liberation," says Dr. Elliott (Ope cit., 
pp. 5&,..57), 

is the' redistributi.on of economic and political 
power. But first the individual has to be li"oer­
ated from his conception of himself as an object 
of a process, passively.excluded front all. deci­
sion-making. His awareness of himself as a crea_ 
tive and responsible being must be established, 
so that he may be liberated from his own servil ­
i ty • It is not for nothing that the mOst crea­

·tive book to come out of Latin America since 
1945 is called Educacao como pratica da liber­
dade • • • by the Brazilian educationalist Paulo 
Freire, the great expol1ent of conscientization, 
or awareness building. For when. the individual 
becomes aware of himself and his place .in so­
ciety, he demands the .power to challenge the in­
.justices he sees. 

ThUS, the achievement of outer freedom is conditioned 
by the achievement of inner freedom. But cOl1sider this in 
ner freedom. Is it achieved simply by becoming aware 'of 
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onese;L;f' 'and :one's'place in society, aware of what , one is 
before m.ell'? Does it not also mean, 'even more urgently, be­
cClllli:ngaware of', what one is before God? Is there not one 
last; :ohain to be broken,a chain that lies heavily on those 
in I'I.$d of liberation, btlt even more heavily on those, whQ' 
ca.n.undertake, and who a::tecalled upon ,to undertake the 
wO'rk'of liberation: the chain, that is, of selfislmess, 
theohain qf avar±ce,theohail;l, ofarroganee, the, ohain of 
blind anger and bloodlust, theohainof cowardioe, t;he 
cha;in 'of sin? FatherPed:ro.~pe makes this a ,third' level 
Ofm~ahing of libemtion, ,and puts' it first '(Witnessing to 

,JUstice, p.,41): '.. 

Liberation,firstof'all, from the inner con­
straints,the' inner 'slavery of . PlSlrsonal 'sin and 

,sinful'proclivitiel?"Liberat,iQn, next, from.the 
ignorance, the apathy, and the :('ata.lism,..the na!, 
row and selfiSh mental patterns and attitudes .in 
ducedinus by our.ownsins,and the sins of others:­
Liberation, filially'tfromthe'~~st 'eoonomic ~ 6'2, 
oial, and pOliticalstruotures, arrangements and 
procedures which effectl.v~ly exolude 'so many peo 
ple from human development, and, even deprive them 
of the means to acquire that development for thS!!! 
selves. 

Once a oormm:tnitydecidesthatit is oaJ,.l.ed to work 
for' liberation; . it must next consider what speoifiofrom 
i1is.liberating aotion is to take. Th:i;s requj,.res a olear 
and exaot.u.n:derstanding, at first-hand and in . depth, ., of 

. the sooial co;l.text in ·i..hioh it plans to act. It would be 
a grave mistake'to take over without modification the li­
beration proced"\ires which S99m' to be effective ,in some 

,other oontext.Economic, social, political cOnditions vary 
from oountr,y: to oountry and even f~om;~e region to another 

"of: the sameoountry, It was' preoiselyth,e meohanical appl!. 
oation of.l1Jo-ce,lled .lawsofeconomic:behavi6r, whioh, had 

'been developed ,in the We'st , to, East anti SOtitheastAsia 
that has l:edto :serious 1l1istakes.andsignaJ. failures in 

;!theplarmi rig of.development for'that>;riegion• 

. Given a particUlaroontext, 'then, on whioh e,spect of 
liberation shouJ:d a oolllIllllnity conoentrateit's e:f£oJ;"ts? Po­
litical action? "J:onsei~tiza.tiOn? SpirituaJ:cpn;,ersion? 
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Bearing in mind, of course, that these are not watertight 
compartme:nt$,and that conscie:ntization, for instance, can 
hardly be 'Ilndertaken without some form of political action. 
'II'hEj.t Paulo :Freire wrote to a young theology student in 1970 
is very much to the point here (quoted in Blueprint, New 
Orleans, March 1973): 

I imagine that one of the prime purposes that 
we Christians ought "to have in this connection ' 

, is to 'get.rid of any illusory 'dream of trying to 
change. man wi-:thout touching the world he lives 
:~n. Such an attitu,de, which no doubt appeals to 
those whQ e:njoy comfortable living conditions, 
\'!ould make us want to preserve the status quO, 
5.n which oppressed peoples are kept from being 
:,:-llly human. As a matter of fact, it is idle to 
talk of crumging man Viithout changing also the 
eoncrete circumstances he 'lives in; transforming 
·i'1.ec will transform him ,too - not automatically, 
cf course, but quite certainly. There is defi­
l,itely a dialectic involved in this process. 

Political action itself can take many forms, and ex­
tremely difficult decisions will have to be made 1.."l this 
arca, always in the light of the existing concrete situa­
tion. Is that situation what the Marxists would call a 
"revolutionary situation", one, that is, in which a tur­
ning-upside-down of the social order not only has become' 
imperative but has become feasible? And what kind of revo 
lutionary action is called for'in the circumstances? 

Is a choice possible between revolution as event and 
revolution as process, , to use a distinction made by Dr. 
Elliott (cf. Sodepax Report 1969, p. 22)? And how is it 
proposed to escape the, dilemma. of the Gironde, as Crane 
Brinton puts it (cf •. The AnatOmy of Revo~ution, New York 
1965, c. 5): the probletn '''hich sooner or later confronts 
the Center of a revolution, namely, whether to move fur~ 
ther and further to the Left to retain control of the re­
volution, or to remain immobile at the center and lose con 
trol of it? In fact,is a revolution :from the center really 
pOSSible, as Preside:nt Marcos of, the Philippines claims 
(cf. Today's Revolution: Democrac;y;,Manila,1971, c.8) ? 
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But, of ' course, a prior question lIlUSt be raised as to 
tl?-e-necessity of revolution~ Here are: two p2:ssages from 
the Sodepax Report so often.-referred to in this paper, the 
first by Dr. Elliott (p. 22), the second by Father Land 
(pp. 56-57). 

Dr. Elliott: 

The crucial point about dependence and domina. 
tion is that .they are not, anienable to change 
from within the system. No dominating power will 
ingly gives up its position of authority, 'of pri 
vilege;and by definition a dependent entity does 
not achieve independence 'without a struggle.' 
Therefore, the process of liberation ••• ~d 
the process of development insofar as it is con­
strained by the relations of domination and de~ 
pende:p.ce imply a. degree of confli·ct. This COll­

flict .leads directly to the process ·of revolu...; 
tion. 

Father Land: 

One can believe that reform of mentality must 
precede structural change and still believe that 
this process normally - or at least sometimes ­
can proceed within the given system [underscoring 
ours].' OUr job then becomes that of identifying 
which structures are capable of such human i:lli­
provement and \'Vhich lie quite beyond redemption. 
[rt is argued, however, that] such reform would 
add up only to an amelioration that tightens 
more firmly the slave'S bonds. Perhaps so. But 
can we .allow the cry of ameliorationism to' be 
cause for dismissing the possibility that im­

. provement, . even if only in economic conditions, 
may not [be the prelude to] still:· other forms 
of humanization? Theoretically, and surely there 
is some supporting historical evidence, at least 
in ffi!.irlyopensocieties, the ;freeing of men . 
from bondage . to brute forces of nature and to 
economic .insecUrity has embol.dened them tochal­
lenge political power. Established authority 
(let us hope even in closed societies in the 
long ruti.) cannot so easily refuse ad infinitum 
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to respond to suCii pressure~.A:iia a:ny political 
ooiupe1iition is. allowabie~ the .pIlI.ce of accOmnioda.­

. t:lOn;·isbolmd to be . quickeJ;ted.Nor may we exclude 
all :possib:ility that. the Establisbment can final 
lya.r:rive~ aided by this process, to sOlIle under=­
standing and acceptance of the need to respond 
still more readily .toforces demanding· more 
thorqugh-going chan$es. 

Reform ..; or revolution? To which of these views would 
a iiberatiolico!'lf"llD::I~ subscribe, . given its concrete con-· 
text? And if it be a Christian col!IllIllnity, a Christian Life 
.Community, . then the' question can be put this way: Where, 
from within this part of the world~~wi..thin this unique 

. part of the world,. is Christ's call cOllling (GP n~ 3) ? 

* * * * * 

* * * 
* 

24 ­



IV 

We have come to the. fourth, . and last, of oUJ;'ques­
tions. It is the most important question of all,and should 
therefore be left without comment. May I s1mpiy suggest 
for your reflection;' personal and communal, three very 
bl:-ief -passages. 

The first is from Paul VI, on the need for. action (O£, 
togesima adveniens n. 48): 

.It,is not enough to recall principles,. state 
intentions, point tocryillg injustices and utter 
propnetic denunciations; these words will lack 
real weigl:i.t unless they are' accompanied for each 
iiidiViduafby a"iivefier·. aw.areness . of' personal. 
responsibility and by effective acti9n. 

The second is from Vatican II, on the need for action 
by the laity (Apostolica actuositatem n., 7) : 

The laity must take on the renewal of the 
temporal order as tl1eirown special obligation. 
Led by the . light of the Gospel and the mind of; 
the Church, and motivated by Christian love, 
let them act directly and definitively in the 
tempOral sphere. As citizens they must cooper"": 
ate. with other citizens, using their own par- . 
ticular. skills and. acting on their own respon­
sibility. Everywhere and in all things tney must 
seek the justice characteristic of GO.d fS kingdoin. 
The temporal order must be renewed.in such a. way 
that, witho'\1t the slightest detriment t9 its own 
proper laws, it can be brought into' conformity 
with the lUgb:er prinCiples of the Christian Life 
and adapted .to the shifting circumstances of 
time, place, and person. 

The third is again from Paul VI,on the need for dis­
cernment before action (Octogesima adveniens n. '4) - : 
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__ ua~~~C~ O~ sueD ~de~y-~~~~~rb~~~~"""""" 
it is dif;'icult for us to utter a tinHi~d message 
and -to pilt .forward a solution. which has universal 
validity ~ Sucl1 is not our· ambition,nor is.it our 
mission. It is up to the. Christian communities to 
analyze with objectivity the situation which is 
proper to their own country, to shed on it .the 
light of the Gospel's unaltera'ble words and to 
draw pr~ciplesof reflection,norms of judgment, 
and directives for action from the s1)cial teach­
ing of the· Church. . . 

But ~et us not overdo discernme~t. Let us not expect 
completec~arity before acting. Discernment should lead to 
action, not paralyze it. Let us begin modestly; but ~et us 
begin. It is often by doing that one discovers what to do. 
That may not be perfectly ~ogical; it is nevertheless a 
fact. . 

C>:!l.l?_J.El_~e.mi.,71de.Q,. 9:L§'..lil1e. f:rom :the. poet Ant.onio. Macha 
do: nCaminante,no hay camino: se haae camino al anda,r". 
"Wayfarer, there is no way to go; one z:iakes a way by 
going." 

** * * * 
* * * 

* 
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The SUPPLEMENTS to PROGRESSIO (they ap­
pear twice each year; this is the second 
you have received) pursue the same goal 
as the .review PROGRESSIO. They are of­
ficial publications of the World Fede-. 
ration of Christian Life Communities. As 
such, they reflect the research and in­
spiration that the thrust of CLC apostol 
ic service finds in the dynamic of the 
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