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EDITORIAL

A
fter the General Assembly in

Lebanon, the life of our association

experienced a time of “active

reception”. On one hand, the Assembly’s

message has been transmitted, repeated and

assimilated; and simultaneously,

on the other hand this message is

inserted into ongoing processes

and generates new ones. This

Progressio issue is like a bridge

between the Assembly and its

application in local communities.

We begin with a review of the

jubilee year of the 450th

anniversary of the Ignatian Lay

Communities through the eyes of

Luke Rodrigues, our Vice-

Assistant.

It continues with the story of the

“miracle” medals of Syria.

Indeed, it was a miracle that

these medals were made in a

time of war and have helped us

to raise funds and show

solidarity with the community

and the people of Syria.

Lucy Mbugua from Kenya tells us the

experience of her CLC group in applying the

DSSE to guide her decision to adopt.

Then an article on the report of the Apostolic

Fund, that has been created from one

recommendation of the Fatima Assembly

(2008)

We pay tribute to Fr. Frans Van der Lugt SJ,

former Assistant of CLC Syria who was

assassinated in the context of the war in that

country.

Chris Micallef tells us about an advocacy

activity in CLC Europe regarding the

elections for the European Parliament in 2014.

In the context of the Synod of the Family

(2014-2015), Maria Grazia and Umberto

Bovani recount the process of the Centre for

Domestic Spirituality, considering the

foundations of Ignatian Spirituality from the

family perspective and for families.

The community grows and for that reason we

introduce the CLC in Haiti, that was initiated

after the 2010 earthquake.

We also include the story of “El Rincón de

todos” (A Corner for All”) a tutorial center

for children in a poor neighborhood in

Montevideo, Uruguay run by the national

community.

Finally, we shared our own Ignatian Examen

of the past five years that we have been in the

CLC World Secretariat. The Spirit of God

blows and although we do not know where it

will lead us, we ask God to grant us strength

and availability to follow Him.

Franklin Ibáñez and Sofía Montañez
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T
he songwriter Ira Gershwin famously

said that Life is one long Jubilee. This

certainly is a helpful attitude with

which to approach life in general.

Nevertheless, there are certain chronological

landmarks that bring out the “Jubilee attitude”

in a powerful way. For World CLC, the 450

years of Lay Ignatian Communities is one such

landmark. 

The reference point for this Jubilee

celebration is the establishment of the first

Marian Congregation. This took place in

1563 when the Belgian Jesuit Jean Leunis

started the Prima Primaria in the Roman

College. Undoubtedly, there had been

previous efforts to animate lay Ignatian

communities, but it is the Marian

Congregation that took root, spread and

continued to the present day. As an

Association in the Church, CLC traces its

roots back to this event of 1563. 

With this date in mind, the World ExCo sent

out Projects 152 (in May 2012) announcing

the Jubilee Year of Grace from 25 March

2013 to 25 March 2014. It was the words of

St. John Paul II - as narrated to us by

Cardinal Stanislaw Rylko - that helped us

formulate the purpose of this Jubilee

celebration. We saw this Jubilee as an

opportunity for...

“1. Grateful remembrance of our history.

We identify how we have been guided by

the Spirit through the centuries.

2. Living the present with a renewed

enthusiasm. …. refreshing the charisma of

our CLC for the challenges of today. It is

also a great opportunity to build bridges

with other lay groups of the broad Ignatian

family.

3. Looking ahead with hope. We

contemplate our CLC future with renewed

eyes.

(Taken from Projects 152)

Keeping in mind the above objectives, I

would like to reflect on the impact that this

Jubilee celebration has had on the world

community. 

Fruits of  the Jubilee

The first thing that strikes me is the joyful

reception of the proposal. National

communities took up the idea with great

enthusiasm and immediately set out to

celebrate this landmark with a variety of

events. These celebrations gave a new

impulse of energy. The Jubilee served as a

point of unity within national communities

and fostered the sense of belonging to a

worldwide body.

Another unmistakable fruit is the sense of

pride experienced in being heirs of such a

rich tradition. As our communities began to

delve into the past, they discovered a

number of astonishing facts regarding the

lay Ignatian legacy in their country. In some

cases, a scholarly study was undertaken

showing the impact of the Marian

Congregations on the life and practices of

society. It was a revelation to see the

powerful manner in which the MCs had

2

450 Jubilee

TOwARDs 500:

Reflections on the 450 years Jubilee
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helped shape the spiritual practices and

apostolic initiatives of their times. The

Jubilee celebration opened up new horizons

and situated our current reality on a larger

map of space and time. Not many lay

organizations can claim to have 450 years of

uninterrupted existence. This sense of pride

was followed by a deeper sense of

gratitude to God. We could sense the

Lord’s presence in the growth of the

Congregations and their subsequent

transition to CLC. The way in which we

have been guided over the centuries reflects

in some way the manner in which we are

being led forward today. The Lord has

indeed done marvels for us and holy is his

name (cf. Lk 1, 49). 

An awareness of the Jubilee formed part of

our reflection during the World Assembly at

Lebanon. The theme of the Assembly,

“From our Roots to the Frontiers” brought

out the close connection between our

history and our present calling. This

deeper contact with our Christian and

Ignatian roots made us more attentive to the

call of Christ today. As the Assembly re-

lived the graces, struggles and achievements

of the past centuries, there was a growing

desire to carry forward this graced history

by reaching out to ever-new frontiers. 

Our World EA, Fr. Nicolas

SJ added a further

dimension to the Jubilee

theme by inviting us to be

‘Jubilee Persons’.

Drawing on Biblical

concept of the Jubilee year,

he reminded us that a

Jubilee becomes

meaningful only when it

results in acts of Mercy and

Justice (cf. Lv 25, 8–17 and

Lk 4, 16-21). A Jubilee

person is one who

celebrates blessings

received from the Lord and

spontaneously passes on

these blessings to others.

This was a powerful

reminder to the world community that we

need to become a blessing to all around us. 

Our history as a Lay Ignatian Community

reveals a close, almost intrinsic bond with

the Society of Jesus. This has been the story

of a long journey through which both bodies

have supported and enriched each other. The

way in which this partnership has been lived

out offers us many valuable insights for

further collaboration. It also teaches us that

this partnership comes about not through the

will or initiatives of individual persons but

through our common commitment to the

Mission of God.

A special event – Pilgrimage

2013. 

Many national communities celebrated the

Jubilee with various types of events. Some

organized conferences and days of

discussion. Others came up with visual

displays and printed material. Some

communities organized pilgrimages to

Rome and/or other places of Ignatian

interest. We mention here one major event

that was organized by the World ExCo in

collaboration with four national

communities. This was a Pilgrimage

3
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Celebration in Rome
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organized in four stages in April 2013. It

commemorated the pilgrimage made by

Jean Leunis who walked from his hometown

Liege (in Belgium) to Rome in order to join

the Society of Jesus. 

Our pilgrimage began – naturally enough –

in Liege on 6th April 2013. The prayerful

walks in the woods of Banneux helped us

interiorize the spiritual fruits that come from

a pilgrimage. From here, the action shifted

to Switzerland where twelve members

walked through the Alps for six days. The

third stage of the pilgrimage was held

around Biviers in France, with reflections on

‘being a pilgrim as Ignatius was’. The last

stage was held in Rome and included

scholarly conferences, visits to Ignatian sites

and the concluding Eucharist celebrated by

our World EA, Fr. Adolfo Nicolás. 

Three banners travelled from Rome to

Belgium, Switzerland, France and then back

to Rome. These were the Standard of Prima

Primaria, the World CLC logo and the logo

of the 450 Years Jubilee. This was a gesture

that concretely linked the four stages

together and gave a sense of unity to the

whole experience. 

An Ongoing Process

Many persons have worked towards making

this Jubilee celebration a meaningful one.

Special thanks however are due to Sofia

Montanez from the Secretariat. It was she

who dreamed up this idea; it was her energy

that turned the idea into reality.

This Jubilee celebration has enriched our

self-understanding as an Ignatian

community. It has also led to a deeper desire

to carry forward this legacy and adapt it to

the needs of today. If at all there was

something missing in our Jubilee

celebrations, it was the lack of concrete

contact with other Ignatian groups. Of

course, it is not possible to achieve all our

objectives in just one year, but we could pay

more attention to this area in the future. In

recent years, there have been attempts to

foster a sense of fellowship within the

Ignatian family. World CLC has much to

offer to other Ignatian groups.

Simultaneously, our life and mission will be

enriched through this contact. Let us

gratefully continue our Jubilee celebration

by re-living the graces received and actively

seeking to build up networks of

collaboration.

Luke Rodrigues SJ

World CLC Vice Ecclesiastical Assistant
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Lebanon, 20 July 2013

Dear friends in the Lord

I can’t find the words to describe the

difficulties and effort it took to see these

medals become a reality.

These medals not only have a symbolic value

but they also have a moral value as they

represent the pain and suffering of the Syrian

people who have been subjected to hate, terror

and death.

When we read Projects 152 (May 2012) we

wished to be involved and we had a great

desire to share in the joy of the jubilee. The

National Team decided to issue a medal

(proposed by Tommy of CLC Aleppo) as a

sign of our deep commitment and intention to

celebrate the Ignatian lay communities’ 450th

anniversary.

We joyfully received the approval of Sofia,

and Chris, and we launched our project in

Aleppo. We carefully planned the various

stages and examined the draft contracts with

the manufacturers and the designer,

formalized the contracts, chose which metal to

use. And we also agreed the dates and manner

of delivery.

FEBRUARY: The terrible situation in Aleppo

TOOK A TURN FOR THE WORSE. The

troubles caused power cuts, bombings and

terrifying explosions. This situation paralysed

us, making our task very difficult, if not

impossible.

u Difficulties for the manufacturer

u Absence of means of communication

u Reduction in working hours due to power
cuts

u Absolute refusal by the manufacturer to
continue the work

In the face of these difficulties our only option

was to arm ourselves with prayer.

We had reached an impasse. With the co-

operation of some refugees in the Lebanese

mountains who had fled Aleppo for reasons of

safety, we decided to restart production, fully

conscious of the difference in quality when

compared to the previous process.

Thank God the work progressed, however the

power cuts meant that even though our new

associate worked day and night the

completion date was still put back 40 days.

During the stage of finishing and polishing of

the medals, two violent explosions occurred

close to where they were being kept. Also it

was announced in the media that the

combatants had occupied the neighbourhood

which was supposed to be one of the safer

areas.

Because of the absence of all communications

I spent two anxious sleepless nights and I

could not escape my sadness. I felt guilty and

responsible and sought refuge in prayer. I

implored the Lord to protect what we had

already done. The Lebanese National Team

were really supportive and prayed with us.

Finally on the third day the medals were

finished - resurrection!

It was only when I received the samples that I

realised that there was a mistake in the writing

and marks on the medals. I asked Sophia what

we should do to rectify these mistakes. The

decision was made to leave the medals as they

were especially in light of the worsening

situation in Aleppo’s Christian quarters.

Our new challenge was how to deliver the

medals to Lebanon, knowing it had to be done

by air. Because of bombing the airport had

been closed. Roads between Aleppo and

Homs were occupied by the terrorists and the

transport companies wouldn’t risk it.

5Presentation of  miraculous
medals of  Syria

Solidarity
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Nabil a member of our Aleppo Team, who is a refugee in Beirut, proposed we first take them to

Damascus and from there to Beirut. CLC Aleppo took charge of getting the medals to

Damascus.

On the road to Beirut we were stopped by the terrorists but after some discussion they let us

through as we had been assured we would be by Fr Zygmunt.

I carry Syria and the medals in my daily prayer and often during the Eucharist I ask for a happy

resolution.

Today the medals dedicated to Our Lady of the Mount are safe and sound

and are waiting for us to celebrate together.

I thank you for your support and your prayer

Antoine Taoutel Zygmut Kwiatkwoski SJ

CLC Syria President CLC Syria Eccl Assistant
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DSSE

DSSE Process

The adoption of  my two children

Background

The plight of children in rescue centers

and in the streets has always left me

feeling sad, because of their lack of

proper family affiliation. This awareness

became intense in the mid 1990s after I

completed the full Spiritual Exercises of

St. Ignatius in Daily Life. Together with

a group of CLCers, I became involved in

one mission activity at a rehabilitation

centre for children under difficult

circumstances. This activity entailed

making fortnightly visits to the

Children’s Home located in Mukuru, one

of Nairobi’s slums. This continued for a

period of four years. As I interacted with

these children, I became aware of their

hurts, their hidden or delayed potential. I

wondered how they would have been if

they had been rescued earlier and more

so if they lived in a family context

instead of an institution. 

Later on in 2003 I had the privilege of

accompanying one group of CLC World

Assembly delegates in Nairobi for a

visit to one other home called Dagoretti

Children’s home. This was a Home that

hosted rescued children from infancy to

adulthood as well as children with

special needs. That is where upon seeing all

those infants; I started asking myself, ‘What

is so special about the people who take on

these children as their own, and what did

they have that I lacked? I felt a great

personal challenge. In retrospect I remember

one adage I heard in one formation

programme I participated in; that Christ

came to the world to ‘comfort the disturbed

and to disturb the comforted’. I was truly

disturbed. At the same time I was gratified

to see all those caregivers at the Home,

including appreciating the many benefactors

who support such causes.

Later on, I was inspired and encouraged by

four friends who adopted children before me,

three of whom were CLC Kenya members

and one other a close personal friend from

high school days. I encouraged and

physically supported my high school friend

through the process back in 2004. This

experience made me realize that adoption

was a real possibility for me. Then I began to

vocalize out loud to trusted friends and

family members that I wished to adopt a

baby, and would do so in the near future. I

needed to question my motives and this was

taking time. I was also in a stressful job

which would not have been ideal for a ‘new

Lucy with her children Justin and Bakhita
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DSSE

mother’. I confess I did use this as a

bargaining chip in my prayers until the Lord

gave me a job in my ‘ideal’ organization in

December 2006. In prayer I continued to

argue about my inadequacy, almost like

Jonah when he was being sent to Nineveh. In

my case my other argument was that a child

was best in a nucleus family and not a single

one, and I immediately realized I was just

using excuses to avoid the call. Finally, I

accepted the fact that a loving single parent

is a much better option than being brought up

in an institution. Moreover, I would be able

to offer a wider family from my extended

family, and a family name at that. I realized I

had a lot to offer!

Process of  DssE

In 2005/2006 and after sharing with my

CLC Group members about my desire to

adopt a child, I invited them to accompany

me in communal discernment. We scheduled

one of our meetings to carry out the

discernment. The group guide who was also

then the Kenya CLC Ecclesial Assistant

invited all to pray and reflect about the

matter during the period before the meeting.

Discerning

During the communal discernment meeting

I shared my desire to adopt a child, and my

motivations. These were; to respond to the

Love God had shown me throughout my

life, and to fill a void I felt every time I saw

children without families. I felt financially

able to give reasonable care to a child. 

Towards the end of 2006 and a year after my

CLC Group discernment, I asked my new

Spiritual Director, an elderly Jesuit Priest, to

pray with me over the matter. I needed to be

absolutely sure since I did not understand

why I was delaying the process. Without

doubt I felt called to adopt. My Spiritual

director died about seven months after we

began the discernment prayer, in April 2007.

His death acted as a trigger for me to begin

the process. It was during this prayer

process that I realized I desired to have two

children. I got Bakhita in July 2007 and

Justin in May 2010, both as infants. In

accordance with my culture both my first

female and male children received my

parents’ middle names. 

In my meetings with my Spiritual Director,

he invited me to also look at what I stood to

gain from the adoption. This freed me to

happily acknowledge to myself that these

child/children would be ‘mine’ in a worldly

sense. Mine to love; to love me in return; to

mold in accordance with Christian values; to

see them grow as individuals, each uniquely

created.

sending

Each of my group members gave me their

feedback after silent reflection. They

affirmed me by stating what they regarded

as my abilities to become a parent. They

also pointed out my weaknesses. I was

reminded that my life would never be the

same again, and to be aware that I would

be less available for CLC mission

activities, which I was heavily involved in

at the time. At the end of the meeting they

all said they agreed with my intentions to

adopt and acknowledged my abilities,

even as a single parent. They also
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DSSE

reminded me that it is not I who would be

able, but God the enabler.

supporting

My group has supported me in numerous

ways. Through our regular group sharing

they have understood the issues/challenges I

go through in parenting and they go out of

their way to give support where they can.

For example, when I am around my group

members and their families, I feel both

physically and psychologically supported.

My children are given the attention they

need and hence are able to engage fully. I

feel that I and my children are understood

and more so since there are other CLC

members who have adopted children. In

some instances I have received support in

terms of care and oversight over my children

when I am not in a position to. Such

instances are when one time I travelled for

nine days out of the country, and events like

my mother’s funeral in March 2014. This

support greatly supplements other support

that I receive from my family members. 

Evaluation

My group meetings provide a regular forum

for sharing about how we have experienced

Jesus in our daily lives. Since most all of us

have families, a large part of the sharing is

about them. I am able to share the joys and

challenges of single parenting. I receive

affirming and helpful feedback. While

sometimes I fret over not having sufficient

employment (I left formal employment in

August 2011) my group members see my

current situation as God-send, since it

allows time for the children. I did not plan to

be in this situation, not with my MBA and

many years of experience. Each day I see

God’s hand in my financial situation since I

am able to pay all bills. I have learnt to live

efficiently and I have had more time to focus

and juggle my investments which bring me

income, in addition to occasional

consultancy work. I have realized more

immediate and important needs, like taking

care of my health, something that was

sometimes pushed in the backburner amidst

stressful working environment.

Conclusion

I acknowledge

that my

adoption

process is one

which has

distinctly gone

through and

continues to go

through the

DSSE process.

Each day I

accept with

gratitude that

the decision to

adopt was in

accordance with

the Lord’s plan

as both my

adoptions were

confirmed. I

have never felt

any regret nor

have I ever

wished to have

had other children other than the two I have.

As I live each day, I realize that parenting is

a noble 24 hour assignment that lasts a

lifetime. It can also be overwhelming

especially during the holidays when I have

to draw up a programme to ensure the

children are rightfully occupied. I also thank

the Lord for inviting me to be of service to

him through being an adoptive mother. 

Lucy Mbugua

CVX Kenya
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T
hanks to the assistance and pockets of

many, this is a success story. The

Assembly of Fatima (2008)

recommended that the Executive Council

(ExCo) “set up an ‘Apostolic Fund for

national community projects” (3.14c). It was

an excellent idea but it entailed more obstacles

than opportunities. On one hand, ExCo

10

received spontaneous donations in the past

due to the great generosity of some members.

In turn, those donations were not sufficient to

establish such a Fund back then or even now.

Moreover, ExCo was going through a

structural deficit situation (between 10 and 15

thousand euro per year) and an accumulated

deficit of more than 50 thousand euro. In other

words, how could we realistically hope to

establish this Fund based on a serious

financial problem? 

Let me mention here a personal anecdote. I

was a delegate for CVX Peru in the Assembly

of Fatima. Like many others, I loved the idea

of an Apostolic Fund and I also voted for the

approval thereof. But at that moment (August

2008), I did not know that I was going to be

appointed Executive Secretary a few months

later (February 2009) together with my wife

Sofia and that one of my main responsibilities

would be to actually implement that Fund.

Only when I formally assumed that mission

(November 2009) did I realize what this

entailed. At that time, I would have liked to

travel back in time: to Fatima 2008 and say to

the delegates “Do not vote for this Fund, do

not give more tasks to ExCo... unless you also

provide the ‘means’”. We sometimes expect a

lot from leaders, we send them to do things...

but we do not always give them the means to

carry through, in fact we often leave them on

their own.

Inflows

Fortunately, it was not necessary to travel back

in time, neither were we left to fend for

ourselves. There have been three main sources

of inflows for the Fund. First, some

spontaneous donations from members and

communities. Second, three special collections

were taken up in three assemblies or national

meetings of CVX in 2010 (Italy, France and

1The story of the ‘miraculous’ medals is narrated in this same issue of Progressio.

The entrance of the URUMURI Socio-Cultural Center

Volunteers bulding precast houses

Report on the Apostolic Fund 

2010-2014

Apostolic fund
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Apostolic fund

Portugal). Third, for the World CVX Day

2011, ExCo invited the national communities

to reflect on shared financial stewardship and

to eventually donate to some ExCo fund. Many

communities responded to ExCo’s invitation.

In summary, from 2009 to 2013, nearly 77

thousand euro have been obtained from these

three sources, which altogether have been the

largest but not the only ones. In the year 2013,

this Fund financed the production of medals

made by CVX Syria to mark the 450th

anniversary1. This campaign was launched at

an appropriate time, receiving free donations

and some in exchange for medals. Another

source of inflows was the production of

cookbooks with recipes from members of

almost 30 national communities.

All previous sources were useful and are

always needed and welcome. But if we want

the Apostolic Fund to become firmly

established, we need to ensure a minimum

source of financing on a regular basis. In

2011, ExCo launched a campaign to purchase

an apartment in Rome for the use of the

Executive Secretary. Therefore, part of what is

spent on rent annually (approx. 17 thousand

euro in 2011) could be used for the Apostolic

Fund2. The project was a success and from

2012, modest sums were diverted to the

Apostolic Fund. ExCo’s proposal was

confirmed in Lebanon 2013 and from 2014,

ten thousand euro will enter the Fund

annually. This still represents a small amount

compared with the size of our dreams.

Nevertheless, it is a big step that allows us to

dream realistically.

Outflows

This Fund has collaborated with various

projects. First, in February 2010, a very strong

earthquake occurred in the South of Chile.

CVX members decided to focus their

assistance on a small fishing village so that

they could repair their equipment and boats.

Second, for several years now CVX Rwanda

chose the HIV theme as a common mission. In

2010 they decided to create a centre to

improve the services offered to people

suffering from this disease: such as comfort

and spiritual guidance, training and tools to

start small businesses. This included training

advisers, accompanying those who

professionally serve (such as doctors and

nurses) infected persons and giving talks on

prevention. Third, CVX Ecuador has an NGO,

SIGVOL, which is engaged in social

volunteer work. In 2012, SIGVOL launched a

campaign to incorporate volunteers who are

CVX members from abroad. Fourth, after a

long civil war, Sudan divided into two

countries in 2011. Due to the violence,

thousands of people were displaced and CVX

2 This article should be read with another one published in Progressio 2012-2 on the purchase of the apartment.

Aid in a small fishing village

Cotundo Holiday camps
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of South Sudan decided to support children of

the town of Abyei with basic food. Fifth, in its

few years as a

nation, South

Sudan has

undergone other

internal

conflicts. In

2014, an asylum

centre was

established for

orphan girls

living on the

streets. Sixth, in

2011 the

community of

South Korea

started a centre

to coordinate

their Apostolate

and training

services in

Seoul. For now

they are renting

a place but they

expect to

purchase one soon. Finally, a special

campaign has been carried out in support of

the victims of the war in Syria 2012-2014.

CVX Syria has supported urgent and pressing

needs, even among some members of the

community. There are many needs: food, fuel,

clothing, school supplies, including

12

Apostolic fund

accommodation for families who have lost

their homes.

On one hand, all of these actions have

benefited from the volunteer support of many

members, including from friends and Jesuits.

ExCo has sent money but this would be

useless without the generous commitment,

energy, time, and even financial resources

donated by local communities. Moreover, the

actions described herein have generally been

successful, but not always. Some

implementations and reports took too long. In

some cases, the delay is truly justified due to

the context: for example, in time of war it is

difficult to get adequate internet connection,

to be able to send photos, or even the

difficulties faced in sending money due to

strict international controls, etc. The total sum

spent during these years amounts to

approximately 45 thousand euro.

Lessons and prospects

First, this Fund has been important in enabling

us to become and act as a global body.

Although the Fund is administered by ExCo,

the global community as a whole is involved

therein. Second, besides accompanying the

process communally from ExCo, we must

improve the follow-up methods employed and

offer some technical guidelines. At least the

formats and procedures to apply for funds are

ready now. Third, the annual contribution

based on the quota system (approximately 10

thousand euro) ensures a regular minimum

amount, nevertheless, any ideas and extra

donations are always needed and welcome.

People are very generous... but they must be

given the opportunity to demonstrate this!

Please do not hesitate to contact the World

Secretariat in Rome (exsec@cvx-clc.net):

w for more information, or

w to make a donation, or

w to apply for a donation (applications must
be made by a national community)

Franklin Ibáñez

CLC Korea Apostolic Center:

View from outside (4
th

floor)

Thanks from Syria
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The Dutch Jesuit, Fr. Frans vand

der Lugt, worked in Syria for nearly

50 years and has spent most of

those years in the city of Homs. He

was loved by all because he was a

very open an generous person.

When the Civil War began in Syria,

his Superiors and even from the

Dutch Embassy frequently asked Fr

Frans if he wanted to leave the

country and his answer was always

the same: “The Syrian people has

given me so much kindness, lot of

inspiration and all that I possess.

Now that they are suffering, I have

to share their pain and suffering”.

Consciously he freely chose to stay

with the people who remained in

the area and soon he had more or

less 65 people with him, Christians

and Muslims of all ages who had

sought for refuge in what was left

of the residence and the school of

the Society of Jesus.

I
n April 2014 Father Frans

was abducted by masked

gunmen from the jesuit

residence at Homs, in Syria,

where he used to live, and

was executed by gun shots.

Despite the dangers, he had

voluntarily decided to

remain in the city of Homs in

solidarity with the people

who could not leave the city.

13“Blessed are the peacemakers…”

Fr. FRANs VAN DER LUGT sj (1938-2014)

In Memoriam
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Fr. Frans an optimist to the end, with

an optimism founded on faith. The last

thing Fr. Frans van der Lugt wrote on

the eve of his murder:

Our news.

Christians in the old part of Homs are

still asking themselves what can we do?

We cannot do anything… God help us!

Man cannot do anything, but he believes

that God is with him in the difficult

situations, that he does not abandon the

believer… God knows him and knows

when he is suffering… God does not

want evil, and his look of love rests on

those he loves… Faith helps man a lot to

bear his difficulties and to be patient and

keep hoping…

But the situation gets more difficult and

we cannot do anything…

Need threatens our lives… need for food

and for all the basic needs… yet,

notwithstanding all that, we are still able

to continue with our lives… 

14 In these situations we experience

people’s goodness… in fact those who

are in dire need of food find some wheat

and lentils at their door… When man

lacks everything, he needs to accept

good from others and discover other

people’s goodness…

We see evil progressing, but it cannot

render us blind to the goodness and we

cannot let goodness leave our hearts.

We are now waiting for the results of the

discussions… and we are optimistic as

regards the solution to our problems…

We have learned not to believe all the

news.

We are preparing ourselves for Easter…

The feast of the passage from death to

life… Life shines from the dark cave and

those who contemplate that blot of

darkness see a great light… We wish this

resurrection for Syria… “Ila l-amam” :

Lets go forward!*

Olivier Borg SJ

Ila l-amam : forward, let’s go forward or ahead! was Fr. Frans’

favourite expression, together with Allah karim! God is generous!

In Memoriam
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Advocacy

Context

In 1952 six European countries got together to

start a political and commercial union between

them. The aim behind this collaboration was to

diminish the risk of war erupting again in the

region. One must remember that the world was

emerging from two world wars that had almost

destroyed Europe. Today that union has grown

to a total of 28 countries and 505.7 million

people. As the union grew and political and

commercial ties between these countries grew

it was felt that more structures were required to

sustain and manage the growth of the union.

One important political structure is the

European Parliament which is (today) made up

of 751 members elected by the citizens of the

union for a five year period. This parliament

through many forms does in fact affect the

lives of people in the European Union and

beyond, at least with the neighbouring

countries of the union. The latest European

Parliament elections were set to take place in

May 2014.

Inspired by the Lebanon Assembly the year

before (2013103) three delegates from Europe

pondered the idea of drafting an open letter to

the candidates of the region’s parliamentary

elections. The three were Adelaida La Casta

(Spain) Leonardo Becchetti (Italy) and Chris

Micallef (Malta) and together we shared an

aspiration that we would be able to draft and

send a common letter from CLC in Europe to

our candidates of these elections. The letter

would explain our more urgent concerns for us

in the region.

why Undertake such an

Activity

The initial scope of this idea was for CLC in

Europe to work together concretely towards

something that could have a positive effect on

our society. This for me was being at one

important frontier of our society in Europe.

The three of us who responded to

this idea first shared (by email)

amongst ourselves our

motivations for doing something

like this and how we would go

about doing it. This was, as far as

I can recall, the first time that

CLC in the region, was taking a

public position in our regional

politics.

We were still fresh from the World

Assembly in Lebanon in August

2013 and this was an opportunity

to do something positive at one of the frontiers

of our society in Europe…namely our regional

politics which are having strong influences in

our countries and cultures. It was important

that if CLC had something to say about this,

about which culture and which policies we

would like to see being worked on in our

region, then, we had no option but to act.

If we were to be true to what we shared and

lived in the Assembly only a few months

before, then, it was clear that CLC had an

opportunity here to act in the public sphere as

a Lay Apostolic Body in the Church. In

Europe currently, this is not an easy place to

be in, as the Church is hounded by a recent

past of bad experiences and a strong sense of

disillusionment.

On a personal level I am convinced that CLC

in this region (Europe) has huge potential and

so many opportunities to work together that

consequently left me with a desire to work and

be part of this project. We are graced with so

many generous people who make themselves

available to serve the community in so many

aspects that all we need is some goodwill and

energy to co-ordinate a project at the regional

level. It has always been a grace for me to see

how people from across countries, cultures

and languages can actually share

meaningfully together and work together

towards achieving a common goal.

An Open Letter to Candidates of

the European Parliament

Chris Micallef
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16 The work Done

When it became clear that the three of us were

committed to giving flesh to the idea, we had

to get some important steps done. Primarily

we sought the support of the necessary support

from the ExCo and the Euroteam for us to

work on such an issue. This is important since

these teams are there to lead and also co-

ordinate all activity in the world community.

Also, once the letter was finalized it would be

vital to have the ExCo and the Euroteam on

board with the project so that they could also

publically endorse it. Needless to say, this

support came immediately and

enthusiastically. 

The next step was to identify the general

topics that we felt were of primary importance

in the region and that we, as CLC could

address seriously, with thought, depth and

provide serious proposals. This step took quite

long for us to find one common list of issues.

There are so many that we had to focus on the

four that we believe are of the greatest

urgency in our region. These are:

Globalization and the Poor, the Environment,

Forced Migrants, and Solidarity and Diversity.

While sharing on the topics we wanted to

address we were also faced with another

question, who are we going to invite to write a

brief report on the specific topic. This was

another show of the generosity I spoke about

earlier. It was great to see how the people we

approached nearly immediately agreed to

participate in this project. We roped in Agnes

Rausch (Luxembourg) and Jonathan

Henwood (Malta) to support us on the issue of

Forced Migration and the Environment

respectively.

A number of months went by with the drafting

exercise nearly finalized by the end of March.

This was our deadline to have the letter ready

to be sent to all national communities so that

they could then translate the letter into their

own language and send it to their national

candidates for the parliamentary elections in

May. We more or less managed to meet this

deadline by the end of March and national

communities received the final letter from the

Euroteam who agreed to co-ordinate this part

of the project, i.e.: the dissemination of the

letter to the national communities.

Reflections and Feedback

Reflecting back on the experience I am left

with many positive feelings. I am convinced

more than ever of how much our region can

work together on issues. I also feel hopeful

that this little step will have some positive

effect on the people who live in our countries

and our neighbours. One practical thing that I

learnt is that a five page letter to a

parliamentary candidate may be too long since

we run the risk of the person losing interest.

This means that we have to learn to use

language and length according to the

audiences we want to address, even when

what we have to say is important and difficult

to articulate in very short lengths. This may be

one difficulty of using wisdom language for

the frontiers.

The distribution of the letter was to all CLCers

in Europe to help them in their voting

reflections and used in public contexts such as

Christian meetings and the written media in

some countries.

We had the full range of candidate replies,

from those who did not even acknowledge the

letter, to some who simply acknowledged

receipt of the letter and then we had the few

who responded to the letter beyond a simple

acknowledgement and really engaged with its

content in their reply. It seems from the

feedback that the candidates who replied came

from the smaller parties and from the smaller

countries (such as Luxembourg and Malta).

There were also communities who took an

extra effort to write an abridged version in

their language and sent it together with the

main letter.

Over and above the actual feedback that was

or was not received, I take away with me the

fact that in Europe we did something that was

not done before (at least in Europe). We have

engaged with the social and political life of

our members and countries. I hope that this

Advocacy
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17project/initiative has shown our members that

we can engage in conversations held outside

the Church and inside our socio-political

arenas. I hope that this small step was one step

of more initiatives and projects to come. 

Extracts of  a letter written to candidates of  European Parliament

election in spring 2014; if  you like to read the whole text, please re-

fer to www.cvx-clc.net/filesNewsReports/Open_letter_EP.pdf

We, the members of the Christian Life Community in Europe would like to address

you as a candidate of the forthcoming European Parliament elections. We bring to

you our concerns and issues as citizens of the EU.

Globalization and the poor:

We, as Europeans, must feel urgently the moral duty to fight the current European
economic crisis and improve the European civil society by strengthening aspects
related to solidarity, environmental sustainability and to fight poverty on the global
economic stage.

We propose that Europe acts on three important issues:

1. strengthening trust and solidarity among member countries with new fiscal
rules;

2. creating trade rules which stimulate social and environmental sustainability and
bottom up convergence mechanisms in order to avoid that trade liberalization

becomes a race to the bottom in terms of worker rights and environmental

rules; 

3. promoting a reform of the financial system to avoid that new systemic crises

may slash the EU budget in order to bring the immense energies of the finan-
cial system to service the common good. 

Environment : 

1. The response to climate change is primarily dependant on steep reductions in

all greenhouse gas emissions, chiefly through burning less of fossil fuels at an
individual, local, regional and national scale.

2. Europe should take the lead in tackling food and water governance and securi-
ty to its people and at the same time preventing pressures on other developing
countries;

3. More and more people live in cities, so an innovative design of cities is needed,
including buildings, transport and commuter systems, waste infrastructure and

drainage, green space and facilities in which recreation in a clean and healthy

environment is possible;

Advocacy
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4. Individuals need be made aware that environmental degradation is a shared re-
sponsibility for which we all should take responsibility

Forced migrants:

1. Europe needs clear rules on search and rescue operations ensuring that

migrants are not pushed back when detected;

2. People in need of protection must be identified, receive proper assistance and

be able to ask for international protection in the country of their choice;

3. a European wide resettlement program is needed for those refugees and

displaced persons with special needs;

4. EU states must uphold the fundamental dignity and rights of people, close

detention centers for asylum seekers and give opportunities for those persons

without legal status to lift themselves out of destitution.

Solidarity and diversity:

“Unity in diversity” is one of Europe’s official motto’s as well as “Europeans have

come together to form the EU to work for peace and prosperity, while at the same

time being enriched by the continents many different cultures, traditions and

languages”. We need to work towards a deeper understanding and better practice

of this motto by

1. promoting all possible occasions for people across Europe (and beyond) to

come together, to listen, share experiences and truly understand the other’s

point of view;

2.being more active in our solidarity with the other, whoever the other may be and

from wherever the other may originate.

3. working and striving to leave no stone unturned when acting on issues of

solidarity.

We pledge that you, European politicians will find our availability in this as we
believe that when our European motto is put into action we Europeans will truly

start to form one Europe made up of many different and diverse individuals. Living
in peace together, in true solidarity and unity.

Advocacy
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Regions

The European Assembly was held from June 6th to 9th,

close to Regensburg, Germany. It was preceded by the

meeting of  the national Ecclesiastical Assistants of  the

European CLC. During the Assembly, elections were

held for the new Euro-team. The members elected are

Luisa Bonetti from Italy (coordinator); Claudine

Drochon from France; Ann sieuw from Belgium

Flemish; and Bianka speidl from Hungary.

CLC European Assembly
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Family

‘One can identify a soul that is engulfed in the

fire of God’s love, not from the way one speaks

of God but, from the way one speaks of the

World.’ This intense, brief reflection by

Simone Weil has sustained and inspired us in

the past sixteen years, at the San Antonio di

Boves Sanctuary near Cuneo. It encapsulates

our belief in a life lived in faith. It inspired us

to ask, in 1996, for the Bishop’s blessing in

our endeavor to rehabilitate a disused

diocesan structure in Cuneo (north of Italy).

This was the beginning of the Centre for

Domestic Spirituality, a centre focused on the

integration of everyday life with faith.

Since the beginning, our journey was

characterized by the experience of Ignatian

Spirituality, which has been our source of

growth and sustenance. It has been revisited in

the context of the life of a lay couple living as

a family. Every year we organize 10 or 12

courses, with another 10 or 12 courses held for

other groups with specific requests.

Those who make use of

the Centre are

motivated by the need

to stop and re-evaluate

their own life history as

individuals, as couples,

and as families. The aim

of the meetings is, not

simply to meet in a

group, but to be in the

right place and the right

time for a quiet

reflection on the

personal/couple/family

life-history. The couples

who meet in the

Sanctuary have become

aware that they need

time to understand and

reflect on their

Everyday Faith

Here where we live...

Sanctuary of S. Antonio di Boves (CN)

Maria Grazia and Umberto Bovani have three children

and are both teachers (Umberto in Literature, Maria

Grazia in History of Art and Design). Since 1998 they

live close to S. Antonio di Boves Sanctuary (Cuneo), a

structure which has been entrusted to them by the

Bishop of Cuneo in 1997. There they offer spiritual

courses for couples and families inspired by the

spirituality and the method of the Spiritual exercises of

St. Ignatius. Since 2004, they provide formation at the

Summer Courses for the Family at Selvadi Valgardena

in the house run by the Jesuits. Between 2001 and

2007, Umberto was the President of CVX Italy. Since

2011, they are the reference point for the Italian Jesuits

for the family sector. In 2013, Grazia and Umberto have

published a collection of writings entitled ‘Voce del

verbo coppia’ (Voice of the Couple) with the publishing

house Effata’. At the end of 2014, they will publish another book, through the

publishing house Ancora, linking the relationship between the Ignatian Spiritual

Exercises and the spirituality of the couple and the family. This is the fruit of their

experience at the Sanctuary of Boves. 
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Family

everyday life experience in a male-female

relationship. This is frequently hindered by the

urgent and pressing demands of an attitude

inclined more at ‘doing’ rather than ‘being’.

This search resonates the fundamental question

of, ‘What is the true meaning of all this’?

Along these, years we learnt through our expe-

rience that the conscious decision to live as a

couple needs to be constantly renewed. During

our courses, we focus on the need to highlight

the interpersonal dynamics in an active family

life. Now is the time to stop: what do you see?

What do you hear? Many are those who per-

ceive a feeling of emptiness, but also a re-

newed motivation to move forward. 

Our meetings are an invitation to rekindle a

waning spirit, through the use of texts, words

and images, in a way as to stimulate a sense of

yearning and search for meaning. We believe

that Ignatian Spirituality is fundamentally

this: the ability to perceive the presence of

God that is already there, and not an attempt to

add God to life. It is the perceiving of what is

already there. It is a way of rereading the

various aspects of one’s life through the

knowledge that God has been working and

present in that life. Revisiting our everyday

life, with its desires and its expectations, will

help us understand and gauge how it is

through everyday life that we find meaning

and fulfillment.

We have to come to identify, through our

experience over time, what we think are two

key elements to integrate Ignatian Spirituality

with the affective life of the couple and the

family: 

• We are not adapting the Spiritual Exercises

for the couple or the family context. Rather

we are thinking of fine tuning those

elements of Ignatius’ spiritual experience

which resonate with the existential context

in which the spiritual experience is

understood and lived.

• Living with others reveals the hidden inner

resistances which stop us from opening up

towards the ‘other’. This ‘other’

dimension, within the dynamics of the

spiritual exercises, will undoubtedly open

new prospects and horizons. The ‘other’

urges us to focus on the highest degree of

truth within the spiritual experience . This

is mostly because ‘the other’ does not

allow us to cut corners or take shortcuts.

‘The other’ becomes truly the guardian of

our life lived in truth of who we really are.

This is what we have experienced in these

years. But now there is something new! A year

ago, the Society of Jesus has entrusted us with

the retreat house of San Mauro Torinese, on

the outskirts of Turin. The Jesuits have run

this retreat house since 1914. The challenge,

today, is to develop the experience at San

Antonio di Boves Sanctuary in such a way to

make of San Mauro an Ignatian Centre of

Domestic Spirituality. This is a mission which

ought to have an Ignatian Character, not

Jesuit, but to be fundamentally lay in its

inspiration. The laity will not be merely

involved in the management of the retreat

house, but in the identity and the program

proposed by the same centre. This is the first

time in Italy that a retreat house of the Jesuits

has been entrusted to lay people in this

manner. It is certainly a great responsibility,

but also a beautiful challenge in which we

strongly believe. It is a tangible move in the

direction of a strong collaboration between lay

people and Jesuits, which will certainly be a

key element of future apostolic projects. 

Maria Grazia and Umberto Bovani

CLC Italy
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introducing the participants, who almost all

came from the Pastoral University, to

discovering CLC in its spiritual, communal

and apostolic dimensions. Ignatian pedagogy

was at the heart of this step. Out of more than

70 individuals who took part in at least one

meeting, in December 2012, 12 chose to

continue, after an introductory course which

lasted one year, from October 2011 to

December 2012. This initiation period was

rounded off by an evaluation

reflection/formation over 3 days, which gave

an opportunity to members to live a profound

experience and to prepare themselves to

choose to continue or not to progress within

CLC. The financial support and presence of 2

members of the English Canadian CLC,

Gilles Michaud and Leanne Salel,

contributed to making this a memorable

occasion.

In January 2013, the young community of

CLC Haiti, completed the process of

choosing representatives with a day of

reflection on the theme of “Making choices
in God’s way”. After the elections voted on

by the 11 members present, the committee

was appointed. This process took place over

4 meetings, which gave the opportunity for

the members of the community to fully

experience communal discernment. 

In March 2013 on the occasion of World

CLC Day, which we have celebrated in Haiti

since 2011, we shared in the course of

reflecting on the theme proposed by World

CLC: “ CLC a work of God ”. This allowed

us to acknowledge that, in spite of the

difficult times caused by the January 2010

earthquake, the growth of CLC in Haiti had

been marked by many moments of

consolation. There has been the constant

support of the Jesuits, with the availability of

5 successive guides, and the support of the

Jesuit Provincial and CLC Canada. There

were also the priests of St Jacques, who not

I
arrived in Haiti in August

2007, for professional

reasons, with my wife and

our children. In Cameroon, we

were both members of CLC,

where I was the National

Secretary, and had the good

fortune to benefit from several

formation courses, including

the introduction to guiding and

discernment in the Yaoundé

Ignatian Team, and to be very

involved in CLC. It was quite

natural to continue in the same

spirit in CLC Haiti. Given that

the CLC did not yet exist there,

as soon as we arrived, we began by reflecting

with the Jesuit Fathers in Haiti, in particular

Father Miller S.J., on how to introduce it. We

were encouraged and supported by our

respective guides in Cameroon, the late

Father Eric de Rosny and Sister Louise

Cuming, who are greatly missed. Thanks to

the Jesuits’ kindly attention and keen interest

in CLC, we were able to launch this initiative

in January 2009. 

The opening stage was an introduction to

Ignatian prayer, and progressed by

22
The fledgling CLC

in Haiti

« …But it is God who gives the increase » 1 Co 3,6

Denis TCHUENTE

Group of introduction to Ignatian prayer - june 2008

New Community
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only encouraged us greatly in this initiative,

but also from the beginning put their house at

our disposal for our meetings. There was the

witness of members, who for the most part

found that CLC enabled them to live a deep

spiritual and human experience, and who

often shared the positive changes in their

lives. One of the great blessings has been the

ability to organise very regular meetings,

more than 60 of them, including 15 days of

reflection, two retreats and individual

spiritual guiding for some members.

In March 2014, we again celebrated World

CLC Day, with the participation of 3

members of CLC Canada, accompanied by

the National Ecclesiastical Assistant of CLC

Canada. It was an intense time of friendliness

and sharing. The theme of the World Day was

used to discuss the relationship between Haiti

and the Dominican Republic in connection

with the decision of the Constitutional Court

of the DR in September 2013 which

retrospectively deprived approximately

250,000 Dominicans of Haitian origin of their

citizenship. A decision which had also been

the subject of a report by CLC Haiti. During

this World Day while making use of the

process of DSSE, we noticed with a great deal

of satisfaction that the attention and support

of the English and French Canada CLC

increased. The support came in the form of a

financial contribution of $2,610 Canadian

dollars, topped up by individual CLC

members. This enabled us to organise the

retreat in March 2012 and the day of

reflection in November 2012. The visit by

members of CLC France and Canada to our

young community, and the exchange of

emails reinforced in every member the sense

of belonging to a world community. This all

helped us to a better understanding of the

meaning of commitment and the way in

which progress within CLC becomes part of

our life journey. 

These different meetings were organised in 6

successive cycles, with the emphasis on the

formation of members, who become

progressively imbued with Ignatian

pedagogy and the “CLC Charism”. A

programme for formation was worked out at

the beginning of each cycle, making use of

the expectations expressed during the

evaluation of the reflection at the end of the

preceding cycle and the CLC reference

documents. At first centred on initiation into

Ignatian prayer, during the meetings we

introduced the key elements of a CLC

community: prayer, sharing, evaluation …

The regular members were progressively

made familiar with the means put at their

disposal. As they gave witness to this on

several occasions, our meetings - always

fruitful - have helped strengthen the bonds

between them. These encounters, varied by

the celebration of World CLC Day, various

outings, the celebration of Christmas, have

been marked by many warm and productive

occasions, which gradually enabled several

members to discover the demands of CLC

and become more dedicated. 

We are continuing our progress with 9

regular dedicated members, and 2 Jesuit

guides. Since January 2014, we have

launched a new group of introduction to

Ignatian prayer. The evaluation reflection

World CLC Day - Haiti 2014
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organised on the 08/06/2014 with this group

of 15 participants enabled them to assess

their journey. So at the end of this meeting,

they all confirmed their desire to continue

their progress together and discover more of

this spiritual and human experience so new

to them. In September 2014, we hope to

launch a new introductory group with them.

The challenges to take up in Haitian society

and in the world are many. CLC by enabling

its members to draw on the source of its

charism, mainly through the Spiritual

Exercises, will contribute to form lay people

who place Christ at the centre of their life.

Such lay people, filled with evangelical and

Christian values, will be prepared to take up

these challenges. Beyond answers to bring to

the socio-economic, cultural and political

problems of society, CLC desires to enable

every Christian lay person to find their full

dignity as a Child of God. 

So far, articles have been written for CLC

Canada, for the journal “Le Regard” of the

Jesuits in Haiti, for “Le Brigand” of the

French Canadian Jesuits, and for the review

“Vie Chrétienne” in France. This shows the

interest that other communities and the

Jesuits have in the development of CLC

Haiti. We are currently preparing a

documentary in Power Point on the history of

the first 5 years of the fledgling CLC in Haiti.
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New Community

A report, setting out all this history, is in the

process of being written.

After 7 years in Haiti, I have come to the end

of my professional time here, and we leave in

a few weeks, at the time when a fledgling

community exists in Haiti. In perspective, the

paths that stand out for the future of CLC

Haiti are:

• Continue the formation of current

members so that they will become reliable

means for the growth of CLC;

• Ensure the growth of the Community by

setting up new communities, with the

support of the Jesuits in Haiti;

• Establish contacts with CLC in the

Dominican Republic with a view to

sharing meetings;

• Be able to be present at the next CLC

World Assembly in 2018 with Observer

status, and watch over the growth of the

Community to enable it to respond to the

requirements of becoming a member of

the World Community, with the support of

CLC Canada.

As one of the members said, ”I feel that there

are other individuals who need CLC”. CLC’s

presence in Haiti enables the formation of

men and women who decide to “follow

Christ more closely, prepared to cooperate

with Him in the building of His Kingdom on

earth”. For that to happen, this fledgling

community will continue to

need the support of the Jesuit

Fathers, religious

communities inspired by

Ignatian principles, the CLC

in Canada and other countries

- all of this under the

benevolent attentiveness of

World CLC. We thank God

for this time of grace that has

enabled us to live in Haiti, and

we leave reassured that His

grace will continue to ensure

the growth of the young

community.

Denis TCHUENTE

CLC Haïti
Community Retreat - January 2014
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25A Corner for All 

An apostolic project of CLC Uruguay

Origins

After the 1998 Itaicí (World) Assembly, the

national community decided to take

collective responsibility for an apostolic

work. Then, during the 2000 National

Assembly, the idea of working on a social

service apostolic project began to take root.

A year later, at the 2001 Assembly, it was

proposed (and approved) to work on setting

up a workshop for school-age children with

learning difficulties and who lived in

deprived social conditions. A number of

members were asked to prepare a project and

the preferred option was to set up a

Children’s Club through an agreement with

the National Institute for Minors (a national

government body) in a neighbourhood where

here was no such service.

The idea of addressing learning difficulties in

a context outside school hours came from the

experience of those on the working party for

the project. Children without the necessary

resources lack the basic learning tools and as

a result drop out of middle or high school

education. Many young people end up

missing out on general

education, are unprepared

for adult life, and have no

plans for the future.

Initially, the aim is to

compensate for

deficiencies in children’s

learning from the schools

in the area through

individual tutoring. Over

time, this is to be

expanded to cover other

related areas such as

working with parents. It

may also include the

provision of snacks and

even, later on, lunch in

order to address the

children’s poor diet.

The target population is those children with

learning difficulties as a result of various causes

including poor diet, family overcrowding, and

learning difficulties. Because of these

handicaps, children get marginalized in the

classroom because they cannot keep up with

the curriculum courses. Decision: “We will

work with children between age 5 and 12 and

up to 14, if still at school, with the aim of being

incorporated into the formal education

system.” 

After looking at the needs of the different

areas of Montevideo, it was decided to found

the project in the Parish of St Joseph the

Worker, in the district of Villa Española. To

quote the social worker, at that time, the

district was “forsaken of God.” Following

the closure of several industries that had

provided employment to the local residents,

the neighbourhood has become impoverished

and very much a “red light district” where

the sale and consumption of drugs and

prostitution were considered as common

ways of earning a “living”. The Rincón de

Todos started operating on April 8, 2002 in

CLC Institution
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uncertain conditions, but ones that allow the

development of the mystical experience and

grace history that was about to be launched. 

Milestones

CLC’s own sense of co-responsibility with

this social work has evolved over time in line

with the increasing sense of ownership and

emotional bond with the project. It is a

continuous process. Let’s review the key

moments (often associated with a crisis)

Rincón de Todos came back to the attention

of the national community and forced us to

rethink and replant our commitment.

26
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The project was presented to INAME1 but

the process, and therefore the financing, was

delayed. This lack of funding was addressed

in the 2002 Assembly and the project

viability was questioned. There appeared, on

the horizon, the chance for assistance from

outside in the shape of Tot Le Mans in Spain.

This help materialised and as a result we

were able to proceed during 2003 and early

2004. It was then that we started

experiencing this tension which will recur

over and over again. To what extent does the

responsibility assumed at the start by CLC

implies financial responsibility to the extent

that other resources are not secured? To what

extent should we ponder about and evaluate

such possibility in the present situation we

are experiencing?

Withdrawal of Tot Le Mans (2004). The

withdrawal of Tot Le Mans brought back to

the surface the tension described in the

previous paragraph. Moreover, government

funding through INAME became less and

less likely. By the time of the Pentecost

Assembly 2004, there had been more than 2

years of operation and with enough resources

to survive a few months. But the financial

uncertainty and consequent tension

remained. The experience with Tot Le Mans

also taught us another lesson: if someone or

some institution is by far the major donor for

the project, they are likely to consider the

project as theirs and would want to influence

its development blurring CLC’s

responsibility in the process. As a result of

this crisis, and faced with the need to do

something, the financial commitment of

CLC was redoubled, but even then at least

half of the funding was still coming from

institutional donations. 

Withdrawal of the Parish (2007). This was

the first crisis not directly linked to finances:

by then we had reached a proper and

balanced level of sustainability. The problem

was posed by the Parish Council asking

Rincón de Todos to withdraw from the

parish. As a result, CLC was faced with the

1 Instituto Nacional del Menor (National Institute for Minors) 
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need to buy or rent a new place with the

obvious adverse effect on finances. But this

was not the main concern. The first issue was

to address and take responsibility for the

deterioration of our relationship with the

Parish Council. There was also some concern

about the implications this would have on

our relationship within the Church and it

prompted us to have a serious discussion on

what happened with the Pastoral Vicar. In the

end, the relationship both with him and the

Parish Priest improved greatly. 

Emerging internal tensions. A basic anxiety

arose in some members of the national

community. They believed that CLC’s

commitment in the Rincón was neither

quantitatively (number of people involved)

nor qualitatively (ownership of the work,

bonding) sufficient. The judgment on the

past naturally affects the prognosis for the

future and therefore the inclination or not to

continue with the commitment to the

neighbourhood. That is why a discernment

was undertaken during the 2007 Assembly.

The different evaluations of the past owe

their origin in the different understanding of

co-responsibility. At the Assembly, the

images of “tutor” and “gardener” were used

to describe the polar points of understanding

this commitment to the project: the “tutor”

supports but does not engage with the

project, while the “gardener” participates

directly and gets emotionally involved. The

tension mentioned above results from a lack

of real understanding and common tradition

of the concept of collective co-responsibility

to a social project and how this is reflected in

the individual commitment of each member.

How is the role of tutor implemented,

including the financial dimension associated

with it? What is the personal involvement

expected from each member? These are

some of the questions that are still posed to

this today. 

New location. And yet, even though it cannot

answer these questions fully and embracing

varying understanding held among its

members, the national community was able

to provide a new impetus to its commitment

27to the project. The same commitment was

reflected in, among other things, the

widespread and unprecedented level of

donations made for the purchase and

refurbishment of the new premises. The

decision was greatly influenced by the

history of 6 years of service in the

neighbourhood with significant results.

Pesebre (Crib) (since 2008). That’s what

they called the new location, because of the

state of disrepair it was in when we received

it and because it was designed to house a

great novelty. The sadness and the

uncertainty of the change had its effect on the

operation of the Rincón de Todos’ first year

at the new Centre. Over time, the stability

CLC Institution
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and the pace of work was restored. The new

phase of the project in a new centre opened

up previously unavailable opportunities for

other ventures beyond the Workshop. We

were able to create some additional activities

like a psychomotor workshop for children

under 6 and to use the centre to host

“Protagonizar,” a scheme for small loans run

by CLCers in other impoverished

neighbourhoods of Montevideo. These

activities are still small. It was also good to

have a CLC member on the coordinating

group of the Children’s Workshop which

helps bring the Rincón de Todos closer to the

entire national community. Naturally, the

members close to the Rincón de Todos is

an ongoing task that far exceeds the role of

coordinator. 

Now

Today, the Rincón de Todos is backed by Fe

y Alegría, is run by permanent staff, and

has been used as the venue for CLC

member commitments at Pentecost. An

analysis of the practice of recent years in

the Rincón de Todos shows a positive

increase in the proportion of children and

their families following the Centre’s course

to the end. In recent years, the number

leaving or dropping out has gradually

declined and those that do often do so due

to moving house, or admission to school

full time or to high school. However, among

those who attend there are variations in the

attendance record. 

Also the coaching staff, along with the

teachers and the executive committee, is set

on a new project called “Frontiers” that aims

to have staff go out to play with the children

who for various reasons do not reach the

Rincón.

CLC Uruguay

28
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World ExCo

W
e arrived at the World Secretariat

in Rome in October 2009. We had

got married only a few months

before. This mission launched for us a new

state of life: literally in every way!

When we were preparing for this service, we

asked God to expand our hearts. If our

mission was to serve a global community,

we needed a heart big enough to embrace

the whole world. Five years later, we can say

that God fulfilled that prayer ... and more.

He gave us friends throughout the world,

expanded our horizons, gave us the ability to

suffer and enjoy what happens to many

different peoples, especially where there is a

national CLC. 

Writing a report on CLC global community

in the last five years is like writing a report

on the state of the world. We could talk

about natural disasters: the earthquake in

Chile (2010), the tsunami in Japan (2011),

the hurricane Sandy in USA (2012), or the

typhoon Haiyan in the Philippines (2013),

etc. But there have been ‘non-natural’

troubles as well, caused by humans: the

coup in Ivory Coast (2011), the Egyptian

revolution (2011-?), the civil war in Syria

(2011-?), the birth of South Sudan (2011)

and its immediate civil war (2013-?), etc. In

all these situations, all humanity suffers.

Local CLCs have done something about

them and, the world body has been there too. 

One of the things that has enriched us is to

get to know the quality of people who are

part of the global community. It was such a

grace to meet so many people full of passion

for God and the world through their

everyday simple activities. Just simple

everyday questions like “With whom do you

live?”, “How many children have you?” or

“what do you do?” produced great

testimonies. The answers were examples of

extraordinary faith. Many of our members

live an almost heroic life; they are invisible

saints. We’ve said it several times and never

tire of repeating it every time something

good happens in the world because God acts

through CLC.

In our diversity we show our wealth. There

are rich people who use their resources to

serve the community, the Church and the

poor. These are the “Joseph of Arimathea”

(John 19:38), so necessary in the communi-

ty! We also met others who are very poor,

unemployed or hold humble jobs (domestic

servants, sweepers, etc.). There are others

who have not completed primary school ed-

ucation who nonetheless possess a great nat-

ural wisdom about life and a deep experi-

ence of God ... and are such excellent com-

panions and directors of Spiritual Exercises.

We also have members with difficult jobs

(physics expert on nuclear weapons, anti-

Mafia prosecutor, a prison guard, etc.). They

find and show God in all these things. To

give just one example: Once we met a CLC

member who was soldier in Afghanistan as

part of the “international mission” which he

questioned. He told us that of course that

there is real oppression and internal vio-

lence, but he was also wary of the foreign

countries’ interest in the peacekeeping mis-

Ignatian Examen of  5 years

at the World CLC Secretariat 
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World ExCo

sion and, therefore, could not ask God for

one or other of the two sides to win. “I just

pray for the people of the place and that I

can return home safely.” 

We used to

say that the

Secretariat

in Rome is

like a “crys-

tal ball”,

where we

look at what

happens in

our world

and particu-

larly in our

community.

We have

been privi-

leged to wit-

ness the ac-

tive pres-

ence of

God’s Spirit

in our midst.

We could

tell many stories, but “if they were written

one by one ... then the whole world could not

contain the books that would be written”

(John 21:25). 

Although many in the community do not

notice it, we believe there is a clear call to

become a worldwide apostolic body. We are

lay people and, therefore, our members are

scattered and engaged in daily tasks.

However, we have seen great progress.

There is much more awareness among our

members and leaders. Ability for socio-

political action, economic solidarity,

communication networks, prayer chains,

international celebrations, etc. are some

signs that show us how much we have

grown. Of course, much remains to be done.

As lay people we need to grow more in our

particular identity and learn to read God’s

presence in the world with lay eyes and not

through the many clerical perspectives.

However, the road travelled is already long

and there is no going back.

Also of course, we had our desolations. We

have experienced loneliness and

helplessness, and had difficulty accepting

our own frailties, like those of others, be

they members or leaders. Certainly

selfishness, greed, hypocrisy, and many

other evils are present in our community.

Let’s face it in shame ... but also with hope.

We are sure that God loves this project

called CLC. In 450 years, God has not

ceased to believe in this community. He still

invites us to do more and better. 

From our experience over the years,

we would ask the global community

to provide constant support to the

secretary. Resources are meagre for

such a great mission that we have.

Many times we felt our reserves

were exhausted. This experience

was like helping Jesus carry the

cross. Sometimes we felt, like

Simon of Cyrene (Mt 27:32), we

were asked to take something on

that we were not cut out for. We also

felt that our efforts were useless and

yet, despite everything, there is still

great need in our world and our

community. So contemplating

Christ on the cross emboldened us
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to continue our work, conscious of being

humble contributors in the mission. 

As the saying goes, “All roads lead to

Rome”. Thanks to that, we have fond

memories of being able to welcome

community members from different corners

of the world who passed through Rome.

Those visits took us out of the routine, made   

us feel we were not as alone and gave real

faces to our community. Similarly during

our travels we always had a warm welcome

from our hosts, often from members whom

we had not met before, who opened their

doors and showed great friendship. A thank

you to all! 

We have also been able to live this time of

grace in our family. We arrived as two and

31
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we go as four. Love has multiplied! Our

passage through the secretariat could be

summarized in the word fertility. It is a

beautiful image that is associated with love

that gives and receives, creates the

conditions for new life and hope to grow.

We hope that the CLC becomes more fertile

every day. 

Now that we’re finished, we have a new

prayer: May God fill our hearts with joy. We

are in the time of Pope Francisco and his call

to rediscover and spread the joy of the

Gospel. Upon returning to our homes we

want to live and transmit the joy of finding

God in the community. May the Lord help

us to share all the good we have received! 

Franklin and Sofia
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Disturb us, Lord, when 

we are too well pleased with ourselves,

when our dreams have come true

because we have dreamed too little,

when we arrived safely

because we sailed too close to the shore.

Disturb us, Lord, when

with the abundance of  things we possess

when we have lost our thirst

for the waters of  life;

having fallen in love with life,

when we have ceased to dream of  eternity

and in our efforts to build a new earth,

when we have allowed our vision

of  the new Heaven to dim.

Disturb us, Lord, to dare more boldly,

to venture on wider seas

where storms will show your mastery;

where losing sight of  land,

we shall find the stars.

we ask You to push back

The horizons of  our hopes;

And to push into the future

In strength, courage, hope, and love. 

sir Francis Drake

32 Disturb us, Lord
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