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On 18 February 2022, the Holy Father Francis authorised
the Congregation for the Causes of Saints to promulgate a
decree concerning the heroic virtues of the Servant of God
Eduardo Francisco Pironio. Cardinal Pironio was born on 3
December 1920 in Argentina and died on 5 February 1998
in Rome.

In 1975 he was appointed by Pope Paul VI as Prefect of the
Congregation for Religious. Later, in the pontificate of John
Paul II, he was appointed President of the Pontifical
Council for the Laity (today the Dicastery for the Laity, the
Family and Life). These were the years when the World
Youth Days began and various lay associations and
movements emerged in the Church.

Cardinal Pironio, as President of the Pontifical Council for
the Laity, confirmed the Christian Life Community as an
international public association of the faithful and approved
our General Principles on 3 December 1990. Thus, the
identity of CLC is linked in a significant way with Cardinal
Pironio, and in him, in "our feeling with the Church".

We share some passages from the message sent by Cardinal Pironio to the Assembly in
Guadalajara (1990):

“Today, 25 years after Vatican Council II-and in face of new changes and challenges… the whole
Church, in line with the enlightened teachings of Vatican II, is called to a "new evangelization":
new in its ardor, in its methods and in its expression, in which the "lay faithful must play a
fundamental and irreplaceable part, as. it has been elaborated in the post-synodal Apostolic
Exhortation: Christifideles Laici.”

“The consideration of the texts must lead you to something still more important: the development
of a new life, shared among yourselves,' radiating out to others, rooted in the Body of Christ...
May, they be, then, instruments of conversion and renewed commitment, with a dynamic fidelity
to the richness of the tradition. and the new demands of our times.”
I would like to highlight, three strong emphases which emerge from the "General Principles”:

“The first one is related to the necessity and opportunity of returning to your sources, which is to
grow in a clear and living awareness of the charism and the spirituality which have been present
from the beginning and in the" tradition, and which are now present during 'the renewal, and are
proper and special to the Christian Life Communities.”

Secondly, your world community and each of your local and national communities cannot be other
than special modalities, clear reflections, visible and accessible witnesses to the mystery of the
"communio" which constitutes the Church…They assume therefore a responsibility to welcome
and confess, celebrate

and 'live out the fullness of the truth about Christ, about the Church and the human-person… a
gift and certainty with in one's own personal and communal experience, always open to new
exploration and discernment, to renewal and constant growth.”

Third,…new borders are, open for mission, and there are new demands for inculturation of the
Gospel in so many secularized environments,…the Gospel…it is Good News about the dignity of
all people, it is preferential love for the poor and certain hope of salvation.”

“…May she (María) -the Virgin of the "yes" and of the Magnificat, the Virgin of poverty,
contemplation and service -put her strong mark on your fidelity to the Father through Christ in
the Holy Spirit and help you to live always the fullness of the ecclessial communion "for the
greater glory of God" and for the integral salvation of all men and women.”

Editorial

"Here is the surprising discovery: my hope, our
hope, is preceded by the hope that God cultivates for us" (Benedict XVI).

The Contemplation on the Incarnation [Spiritual Exercises 101-109] that Saint Ignatius
shares with us is an invitation to look with love
at the world. A look at the realities that are woven together, interconnected, and active in
shaping the world God loves. Ignatius proposes that we look at people, listen to what they
say, watch what they do, and then reflect
deeply on what we see.

To contemplate reality at this time is to see that
we live in turbulent times: the Covid pandemic; the war between Russia and Ukraine within
a world beset by conflict; refugees and migrants forced to flee in search of a more dignified life; the widening educational, economic
and opportunity gap between peoples; the ecological crisis; and the polarisation of many of
our societies. It is a time when worry abounds,
uncertainty is constant, and we experience
sadness, fear, and pain because of what happens. The feeling of a staggering, aimless,
hopeless world. We experience our fragility.
And we do not easily find leaders to help us
feel peace.

As I write these lines, we have not yet entered
the Easter season. However, the story of the
disciples on the road to Emmaus - which appears several times in the liturgy during the
Easter season - resonates strongly with me. It
is one of those gospel texts that we know by
heart, but even so, the Lord manages to surprise us. The journey of the disciples echoes
journeys we experience ourselves. Surely in
our lives we have returned to the road with a
sense of defeat, of meaninglessness, affected
by sadness, pain, failure, loneliness, grief. "We
(or I) had hoped that...but..." The disciples' exclamation is often our own. How often we
place our expectation or hope in something
"liquid"! And so our spiritual journey is won
over by conforming to the crowd, the market,
or the media. And our faith slowly fades away.

But Jesus joins us on the path of our life. The
Crucified and Risen One makes himself present to renew our love and our hope. He is present with us in our life as he was for the disciples at Emmaus: he asks questions, he invites
us to speak of our life, he listens to us, he is patient. It is only later that we recognise his presence with new eyes: a love given, gratitude for

a fruitful life, generosity that is
shared, a graceful word or an opportune gesture. It is the personal
encounter with Jesus - the prophet
of hope - that transforms us and
moves us to hope for our lives.

This edition of Progressio Magazine offers us stories, experiences,
activities, and testimonies that invite us to glimpse a better future.
Our hope is found in the God who
became human in Jesus, who toManuel Martínez Arteaga
day proposes that we say YES to
love, mercy and self-giving. God
does not abandon us but rather seeks to live
within each one of us. God wants to make each
of us credible witnesses to his gospel. Prayer is
what nourishes this hope in God-with-us. Are
we men and women of confident prayer in
these times? How is my prayer life and that of
my community?

We cannot allow the Incarnation or the encounter with Jesus at Emmaus to remain abstract, theoretical contemplations. God invites
us to set out on a journey, to find meaning for
our lives, and to recount with each other what
we have seen and heard along the way.

As the close of the Ignatian Year draws near,
we give thanks for the opportunity to retrace
the life of Ignatius, his transformation from
soldier to pilgrim, and his life-giving personal
encounter with Christ. Embracing the world in
the Ignatian way - the title for this edition of
Progressio, also the title of the World CLC
Youth Meeting of July 2021 - is an invitation.
We are invited to consider our personal and
community wounds, and to ask God for the
light to "see all things new". We seek help to
rediscover our whole life as a gift and a call
from God to love and serve.

When we consider the world through the lens
of the Incarnation, we recognise the invitation
to a personal encounter with Jesus, light for
our world. We believe he will heal us. And we
trust that in the fullness of time our hearts will
be filled with joy.

"Life is not only what happens to you, but
what you do with what happens to you. I
wanted to transform my experience into
something useful. I want it to be at the service
of God's project, the Kingdom of God."
Ondina Cortes
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Section one
Covid-19: Between reflections
and experiences

Photo of Gerd Altmann from Pixabay

The wound and the caring. A reflection
from Pamplona and the pandemic1

Abstract

The Ignatian year has a painful and challenging backdrop, enjoining
us to act urgently. It is a good opportunity for the conversion of so many wounded and injured, for all of us to realise the dream of brotherhood, caring for ourselves, caring for others and for all creation.

The year 2020 and COVID 19 represent, on
a global scale, a historic milestone generating pain, crisis, change, opportunity and transformation, the effects and consequences of
which are not yet fully comprehended. In turn,
the year 2021, finds those of us who share the
Ignatian spirituality, with a historical and
founding milestone that is the reminder of the
500 years since the fertile wound of Ignacio de
Loyola in Pamplona. Both wounds can be useful if we humbly “open the eyes” of the mind
and heart to discover God working in us and in
our communities so that, by His Spirit, our
way of loving and serving can be transformed,
turning our wounds into blessing and fertility
for the entire creation.

To talk about what the wound in Pamplona
meant for Ignacio, with the COVID pandemic as a backdrop, is an invitation for us to open
our eyes to reality from a viewpoint of faith, so
as to try to understand and talk about the current wounds that make all humankind equal
and confront us personally and as a community. It thus shows us both our own vulnerability
and that of so many others likewise wounded,
arising from injustice, inequity, and tremendous environmental changes, the outcome of
irrational exploitation of natural resources.

The wound of 20 May 1521 and the wound
of 14 March 2020 (variable date according
to the country context), implied a historical
breaking point, and a change in course. A
moment of questioning our beliefs, attitudes,
acceptance of our own fragility and failure, a
deepening of the meaning of life and personal
search for faith.

At the beginning of the pandemic, “Being careful, caring for ourselves and caring for others: pedagogy of care in times of pandemic”
implied placing emphasis on external care: hand washing, using
masks, etc., caring for the elderly
and vulnerable persons, caring
again for close ties: as a couple,
family, neighbourhood, community.

When rediscovering the fragility of
human life, by experiencing pain,
fear and death, we began a season
of rediscovering the meaning of
caring for spiritual life, life projects,
sources of work, among others. Reflecting in the light of the pedagogy
of care, led us, as it did for Ignacio
in the recovery period in his home,

Myriam Benegas
CLC in Paraguay
Myriam Benegas: in love with
Jesus and his proposal for the
Kingdom. Mother of Fernando
and Javier, teacher, guide for
Spiritual Exercises, lay woman
committed to God's dream of
doing the little, the small and the
possible to make another
feasible world of Love, solidarity
and hope come true. A believer
in a world without borders, she
nurtures her faith in the Avatí
community, in the company of
her husband Julio. She affirms
that CLC is a vocation that she
finds in her heart, a source of
life and a commitment to Life.

Author: A. Machuca

1Article adapted from:Vatican News. https://www.vaticannews.va/es/mundo/news/2020-07/cuidarcuidarnos-cuidar-otros-pedagogia-cuidado-pandemia.html
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to perceive the
changes that can occur in oneself
and in the environment by attentively caring
one for another and for nature. From our own
experience, we witnessed that caring, being
empathic and showing solidarity with others
leads to a personal, community and social
transformation that makes life happy and
meaningful.

Like Ignacio in his time, the pandemic found
us with conceited dreams, tremendous vanities,
and feelings of omnipotence. It confronted us
with a “broken, wounded, and suffering
world”; engulfed in pain, suffering, and death.
With increasing inequalities, unemployment,
non-existent health care for the impoverished,
poor education and ever-increasing uncertainty.
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The Ignatian Year has this background scenario. A scenario that faces us with emergencies that challenge us to seek for solutions, alternative ways and answers to this wounded
world. By giving us the possibility of knowing
and embracing the wounds of today’s world,
we must not be limited by caring only for ourselves and/or family and next of kin, instead,
by identifying ourselves with Jesus, extend
this care to include all. We should thus care
one for another in a comprehensive way, especially for the most vulnerable, those suffering
continuously the physical, mental and spiritual
consequences of the pandemic.

The Ignatian Year faces us with specific urgencies:
a. The urgency of taking, following the Ignacio
style, the initiative of going out to the crossroads where meeting others takes place, remembering that the privileged paths for
meeting the needy are the hospitals, public
squares and university classrooms.

b. The urgency that we all care for one another as a suffering and needy humanity, such
as that field hospital, where so many
wounded need empathy, closeness, affection and mercy.
Not only taking care, caring for ourselves,
caring one for another, as we did in the first
phase of the pandemic; but “consider and
treat one another as brothers” at all times
and in all places, together, in brotherhood,
to realise the “caring for one another”,
from which all life stems, and caring for
one another based on solidarity, creativity,
audacity, justice and hope.

c. The urgency of being contemplative in
prayer, in order to be contemplative in action. Take a pause in everyday life, separate time for prayer, so that by contemplating the injured and wounded, the Spirit of
God can find us open to transform our
mind and heart as He did with Ignacio.
Thus, reaching a place where we can put
love into action more than just words, so
that we can “open our eyes and see new

things”, the lessons taught to us by the
pandemic.

d. Find creative answers to existing questions that help change the
personal, community, and social setting, by observing that the paths of
life are always new. What will our
life be like after such an intense season? Will the vaccines reach the most
impoverished continents and populations? Will we seek as a society ways
for health and education to reach
everyone as a universal human right?
What wounds should we deal with on
a personal basis? And as a community?
What skills do we need to have to accompany, carry this reality with humility and solidarity? How can we turn
personal and community discernment
into a tool that helps us make decisions
that point to the abundant life God has
promised to His sons and daughters?

Ignacio’s wound was a fissure that made it
possible for him to become aware of his own
vulnerability. It was a fertile wound, which
generated reflection and transformation,
seeking answers to profound questions on the
meaning of life. The wound left him a lame
man for the rest of his life, but a conscious
walker, who, in order to have this encounter
with the God of life, had to die to self, to self
love, desires and interests by walking toward
the integration of faith in everyday life, in

commitment to God’s abundant life for all.
The wound of the pandemic is a deep fissure
for humanity that may or may not allow transformations. It will not help us much if we simply return to the previous normality and go
back to the same delusions; if we go back to
not accepting ourselves as fragile, weak and in
need of others, if we ignore the reality of so
many wounded people on the wayside and, if
our eyes and heart do not become more compassionate and committed to lightening the
burden of so many people, as Jesus did.

These wounds are, from our spirituality, fissures that enable conversion, producing a
more conscious and committed life in faithfulness to the Crucified-Risen Christ.

May this Ignatian Year be an opportunity to
convert so many wounds and injuries, so that
we can realise the dream of brotherhood by
living life in the sense of the Gospel, communicating the Love of God and materialising the
care for one another and for all creation. That,
as “thirsty seekers for answers”, the Ruah2
may allow us to recognise, based on discernment, the strengths and opportunities we have
as human race, to turn wounds into times of
learning and adopt different attitudes toward
life, dreaming God’s dream of making His
Love fruitful and expressing His desire for
peace, justice, care and life in abundance for
all humankind.
Original: Spanish
Translated by Clifford Schisler

2 Ruah, (pronounced in Hebrew Ruach), is the Hebrew word translated as God's Spirit

TO THE VERY END…
“…Give only the grace to love you…”

er, the grace that united us, about our sons
Christian and Johnny… but I shall just share
with you the Calvary we went through, the
wound which remains alive, but which has
opened me to the hope of the resurrection.

Through this testimony, I thank God for what
Maroun was and for what his life has been.
“You are a gift from heaven”, I answered
spontaneously when he asked me to marry
him, and our journey together proved I was
right.

Below and on the
other page, from
right to left:

- The first CLC
members in
Lebanon - right:
Maroun.

- CLC session in
Egypt - left: Maroun.

- From left to right:
Dr Tobie Zakia, P.
Louis Boisset, Hilda
and Maroun.

- Maroun and his
father.

M

Hilda Louis Karam
CLC in Lebanon

y name is Hilda Louis, wife of
Maroun Karam, both of us members
of CLC in Lebanon. For 21 years,
we led a happy life till the moment when, in
just two weeks, everything changed…

I would have loved to talk to you about the
happy days, about how we met in CLC, the
spirituality that brought us closer to each oth-

Maroun is truly a grace. Always welcoming,
friendly, joyful, and helpful; he was highly appreciated by his family, by CLC and by his
professional milieu. We are fulfilled. The
recipe is simple: our faith is one with our life!
A simple life, full of love and service. The
Lord is always among us and with us.

January 2020: I register to do the Spiritual Exercises in daily life (the 30 days) that the Jesuits have been organizing for the last few
years. Maroun decides to drive me every Saturday so that I would not be doing the trip
alone at a time when security in the country
was rather shaky. He also decides to wait for
me and drive me back. But, by the end of the
first meeting, he has changed his mind and decides that he too will participate in these Exercises. He feels the desire to live once more this

personal experience with the Lord… He desires to meet the One he has loved so deeply
and served, to place himself definitively under
the banner he has chosen and for which he has
fought with fervour. In fact, it is what he told
our son Johnny, one day, while coming back
from school, during a simple spiritual conversation: “I am ready, and happy to meet the
Lord if He comes to call me… I am not afraid
of death, because I shall find Him.”

26th February: He feels an extreme fatigue,
has the shivers and terrible headaches. Next
day, he is running a fever. The doctors prescribe medicine for him, but he does not get
better. There is still no talk about the Coronavirus, at the time, in Lebanon.

2nd March: Maroun is hospitalized with a severe pneumonia. I stay by his side, on a chair,
to watch over him day and night. He is worried
about me being tired because of him. His situation worsens. He is thirsty all the time. He
lacks oxygen. They put him on a respirator.
Doctors doubt he has Covid-19, but the PCR
test is negative. He tells me: “I feel I am going
to die before my father”. His father survived a
serious illness he had developed six years earlier. He died a year after his son.

5th March: Maroun’s oxygen diminishes constantly. He tells me: “I am going to die”. Doctors decide to intubate him. The PCR result is
positive. Maroun has to leave the private hospital for a state hospital assigned to the service
of patients suffering from Covid. At the time,
there are only a few cases in Lebanon. The
doctor asks our sons and me, too, to take the
PCR test: positive but asymptomatic! The Red
Cross comes to our home and obliges us to put
on special clothes and all sorts of protective

equipment and takes us to the state hospital to
be put in quarantine. We are in the headlines: a
whole family affected by Covid! At the hospital, the personnel want to separate me from my
sons, but I refuse. All three of us spend 15 days
in a small room, completely isolated from the
rest of the world. Doctors are afraid to visit us.
Everybody is afraid of this unknown virus. I
can no longer see Maroun. I continuously ask
for news about him, and always the same answer: “His situation is stable”. During this
whole period, the Jesuits, the CLC members,
our families, many friends call us and assure
us of their prayers. As for me, I do not manage
to pray… I am incapable of concentrating, incapable of finding peace… I just repeat: “May
your will be done”.

11th March 2020: an unforgettable day. First
call from the doctor to ask me if Maroun has a
history of allergy and blood pressure. “No”, I
answer. Second call to tell me that he is not
well and that they are going to submit him to
cardiopulmonary resuscitation. Third call to
tell me that he is dead. I collapse. I start shouting, crying: “Why us?” The boys prove to be
stronger than I. The youngest, Johnny consoles me and tells me, “Papa is with God; he
told me, one day, that he is not afraid of death,
that he is ready, that he has accomplished his
mission in this world, that he would be happy
to return to the Lord he loved so much”.

We ask to see him, but we can only say goodbye through a window. He sleeps peacefully,
his face lit up… We cannot touch him, embrace him, tell him how much we love him,
how much we shall miss him. And the nurse’s
voice that tells us: “You only have 5 minutes,
hurry up”. All that the boys and I, holding
hands, can do is pray; tears flow down our

faces. A volunteer of the Red Cross, a Muslim,
touched by our attitude, tells us: “How great is
your faith? May God heal your wounds”.

Since we had not yet tested negative, we continued our isolation for another fortnight in
hospital. And another fortnight at home.
Maroun’s body waited for our recovery for a
month in the morgue… It is our Calvary… A

Calvary that leads to a great consolation when
Providence makes Maroun’s burial coincide
with Holy Saturday! A spark revives our broken hearts: our dear companion, husband and
father has risen with the Lord.

Maroun loved life deeply. I always feel him
alive in us through all the quality deeds, gestures and words engraved in our memory.
Maroun’s rapid departure is a
great trial that reminds me that
life is short, that it is important
to make the most of each instant,
to love, to forgive. This experience has brought me closer to
the sick, the suffering; I feel
their anguish, their solitude,
their fear. And especially, I
thank the Lord for the consolation He gives us, for the friends
who surround us, for the faith
and hope He places in our
hearts, for the courage, the patience I feel, notwithstanding
the pain of separation. But, it is
just an au revoir… Maroun, I
love you.

Original: French
Translated by Oliver Borg SJ

Above: Maroun
and Hilda Karam

Beside, from right
to left: Christian,
Maroun, Hilda and
Johnny: a happy
family.

8

“Bringing to mind the benefits received”

W

...also in times of pandemic

hen one has been in the eye of the
hurricane, it is difficult to look at
the matter in question from another
point of view, to step back and analyze things
more objectively. I went through COVID in
the first wave, when the disease had just started, when everything was strange and uncertain. I lived the fear that we all lived, not
knowing what we were facing... Time has
passed, many are missing and we have not yet
been able to end our mourning for their heartbreaking departure. We are still involved in a
multitude of effects and consequences that the
pandemic keeps on generating... Can we draw
any fruit; do we have any wisdom from what
we have lived? Might COVID be leaving us
some invitations as members of a Christian
world community? I dare to suggest four, in
case they might be useful to anyone.

1. COVID has been the first experience that, although negative, all humanity has lived
through. In all the other disasters, the consequences were always for the same people, the
most impoverished... This pandemic has put
the whole world in a kind of tunnel, and its refusal to leave us seems to be because it is waiting for us to heed what Pope Francis says, that

Foto di Jeyaratnam Caniceus da Pixabay

(SE 234)

Seve Lázaro, SJ
National Ecclesiastical Assistant of CLC in Spain

we all have to go out and face this together
(General Audience 23-09-2020). But how hard
it is for us to learn! Rather than new and creative initiatives for a hopeful future, what we
see around us is a time of compulsive and wild
release, the effect of this situation of repression
and enclosure that we have been living for
months. It is urgent that as the worldwide
Christian group that we are, we begin to try less
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Food distribution in
one of our parishes
during the pandemic.

On the other page:
Community in the
pandemic times

impulsive and more creative answers for that
different future that we have to begin to illuminate. We have in the magisterium of our Pope
Francis many ways of conversion and creation
in the social, economic, ecological and ecclesial spheres. Let us embrace his banner.

2. The outbreak of the pandemic made us go
through a profound experience of isolation and
social distancing. How we longed to meet
again with relatives, friends, co-workers,
neighbors, life groups, Christian communities... How we have suffered seeing so many
people who were close or known to us... in absolute solitude, without the possibility of that
community prayer, of that more familiar goodbye. I have no doubt that we continue to have
that experience. But what about the social distance that still exists, more than ever before
the pandemic, between our lifestyle and standard of living and that of the majority of the
victims of the coronavirus? Does the reality of
all those who have not had access to government work benefits, or those who still cannot
go to the health centers, or those who have not
had the opportunity to get the first vaccine,
while we go for the third, touch us inside?
Does this social distance hurt us as much as
the first one? How could CLC begin to break it
down? Two answers come to mind:
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 One calls more upon our social activism, to
defend with the most impoverished their

right to universal, non-privatized health
care, to education without digital divides, to
dignified and permanent, not emergency or
temporary, food and housing. As one
renowned politician said, if the pandemic
has taught us anything, it is that “there are
goods and services that should be outside the
laws of the market.” That is not the dynamic
of our governments, let us denounce it.

 Another answer appeals to us to deepen
more our gospel roots: the inequality of
our world, what we see and touch in so
many experiences of international volunteering that CLC practices and promotes,
must hurt us so much, so much, that it unleashes in each one of us that conversion
always waiting for all of us who are Jesus’
church: to exchange our way of living for a
more austere and poor way, more in solidarity with those who have less in our
world? Wouldn’t we be more credible if
our way of faith expressed this “ongoing
commitment?”

3. Although we have all experienced the same
situation, we have not all experienced it from
the same place, nor has the same response
emerged in all of us. As is always the case in
major crises, this is where the reserve of humanity that each of us hides is put to the test.
Of all the possible heroes of this pandemic, I
would like to focus on those who overcame

their fear of COVID from the very beginning.
I experienced a personal example with the fellow community members who took me to the
hospital, and a fellow doctor who brought
medicines and even groceries to his patients...
We have all seen the bravery of health personnel, nursing home assistants, supermarket
stockers and sales clerks, etc. It was not easy
to stand up in those moments, when all around
us there was a constant bombardment of prevention measures, security, numbers of infected and death counts... Their examples shine
very brightly and place us before two present
and future alternatives, foreseeing that this
will not be the last pandemic or catastrophe in
which we will be involved as humanity:

 Either we settle into the realm of safety, security and domestication to which our society seems to be leading us, and where the
“other” will always be a threat to my stability and comfort. In this scenario I have a
question: where are we going to put ourselves to remain isolated? and an affirmation: the most vulnerable will always have
the most to lose, because they are the most
exposed.

 Or do we land in the field of care and solidarity, learning “interdependence.” Putting
our lives at stake or at risk, if necessary, so
that no human being is abandoned, without
being able to count on anyone. I will never
forget how during that first wave of

COVID that I talked for days and days
with Pepi, the sacristan of one of our
parishes, and saw how she was finding it
increasingly difficult to breathe. I was not
able to go to her house, which was close to
mine, and take her to the hospital.

4. The last fruit and learning that I want to
share with you is the question about God that
this pandemic has left us with. Where has God
been? Where is he? I think that as usual, we
Christians have given many ambiguous answers. Clearly he has not been making his
power compete with that of the human beings;
neither is COVID the answer of his anger or
revenge for our sins of pride or of believing
ourselves to be little gods. Now that Christmas
is coming, we remember that the Christian
God is always Emmanuel (Is 7:14,) God with
us. And therefore, God has also been suffering
and resisting the pandemic at our side. How attractive and divinely contagious has been the
witness of so many people who, beyond their
faith or non-faith, their political or religious
creed, have risked their lives to be close to and
care for those who have suffered the most in
this time! Perhaps it was a sign that all the
temples and places of worship had to be
closed, not to avoid contagion, but because
God was outside them, with all that silent mass
of followers. Could it be that He is still there?

Original: Spanish
Translated by Robert Hurd SJ
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Section two
Buenos Aires:
across the
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Frontiers
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10th Anniversary
for the ‘CLC
Human Rights
Center for Migrant
Workers’

W

hile reflecting the history of our common apostolate, I feel really surprised at the
dauntless courage of the CLC members in the early period: Fewer than ten members,
making their first commitment in 1989, communally discerned to reform the church
through forming the laity and witness a church with the poor as a way to live out CLC identity.
There have been so many activities to materialize this commitment and I’d like to focus on the
second commitment, witnessing a church with the poor.

We first opened a center in a poor area in Seoul. CLC members were sent to live in the center and
young members taught children there. We worked at the forefront to help poor tenants who were
forced to be evicted due to an urban redevelopment project. Forming a tenant committee and
working with social activists, we successfully helped them get public rental housing.
14

Frontier: Globalization and Poverty

Experiences of
deepening, sharing
and going forth in
the common
apostolic field of
CLC in Korea

After the center was closed, we published a newspaper for the homeless, tried to help North Korean defectors, and joined the action
to protect the tidal flat responding to the calls of the time1. Carrying out diverse activities, we realized how difficult it was to keep protecting the dignity of the poor and forming CLC members
without a concrete field like a center. We also felt the need to focus our apostolic interests.

Facing human rights violations against illegal migrant workers in the 2000s, we discerned to
work for them and in 2002 the ‘CLC Human Rights Center for Migrant Workers’ was opened as
a national common apostolate center. For over 13 years, as the only center for migrants in Yongin, it helped migrant workers and immigrants providing legal counselling and other services

First Center for
Poor Children in
Muakdong, a poor
area in Seoul

1 This part is about the movement against the Saemangeum Reclamation Project, which was a government-

led project to develop land by reclamation of tidal flats. At that time, CLC Korea joined the movement in solidarity with various environmental groups to inform the risk of ecosystem destruction caused by this project
and to suspend the project.
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and supported them to form communities. Then
we opened a children’s center in 2007 for poor
children in Seoul and a multicultural children’s
center in 2009 to help internationally married
couples and their children in Busan. Many CLC
members were sent to the centers as full-time
workers and volunteers and worked enthusiastically, praying and reflecting together. At the
annual national assembly, we shared the joy
and grace we’d experienced while accompanying those in need.

CLC Yongin Center had achieved a lot and
gained good reputations. CLC members could
build up apostolic senses there. However, Korean society also had been changed a lot. The
government implemented many policies for the
migrant workers and multicultural families including giving legal status to illegal migrants
working more than 10 years in Korea. There
emerged new demands but the Yongin Center,
overburdened with existing workload, had neither strategies nor energy to respond properly.
CLC Children’s Centers could also provide
quality service but fail to do something to
change social and economic structures poor
children were in.

First Center for
Poor Children in
Muakdong, a poor
area in Seoul
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Against this backdrop, in 2010, the ExCo of
CLC in Korea started its reflection and carried
out research to develop a new vision for CLC.
The questions include: what qualities should
CLC apostolic centers have to be authentic
CLC centers? Do we properly respond to the
call of the time? Who is the most needed today?
After two-year-long process, at the National
Assembly in 2012, we communally discerned
to open the “CLC HOPE School” for poor juveniles who got less institutional-welfare support
than children. It was to cut the vicious cycle of
poverty by reducing the educational gap and
help them prepare for the future. It was a new
direction of our common apostolate showing
our determination to be authentic. The existing
centers started to take steps to close according
to this discernment.

We opened three CLC HOPE Schools one after another, in Seoul (2012), in Yongin (2014) and
in Busan (2015). Now the three centers had the same vision. We recruited qualified volunteer
teachers and mentors and tried to form them to get missionary senses and experience true joy
while accompanying poor juveniles. We also hoped to support other small children’s centers by
sending these well-formed volunteers to build and expand a ‘network of good people’. We expected to restore the ladder of hope, which had no more been found in Korea, so that all juveniles
could make their dreams come true regardless of the economic conditions of their parents.
Almost all CLC members enthusiastically participated in initial settings, funding in a large scale
and creating team activities for parents and so on. Some members started to study to get a license

to be social workers and psychological counselors. Others met experts to get professional advice
because we were really beginners in this new field. As the centers in Yongin and Busan were
rooted in the migrants center and multicultural children’s center, they gave a priority to supporting the juveniles from multicultural families and caring their family members. With blessing of
the Holy Spirit, we were able to move forward with strong passion.

However, not everything goes as planned and situations always change. As time passed, new
challenges and calls were noticed by the full-time workers. More and more teenagers are emotionally unstable and current academic-focused programs might not be useful to help them prepare for the future. Due to increasing economic polarization and decreasing occupations, college
education no more guarantees a decent job. The idea of forming volunteer teachers and sending
them to other centers was good in principle but it was far beyond the capacity of each center.
Based on this evaluation, we started to move again. Leading members of the three HOPE
Schools organized a team to share the evaluation in detail for months and discerned a new vision
system in 2017 as follows. 1) To equip the juveniles in Hope Schools with 4 future competencies: proactive personality, problem solving capability, communication skills, and collaborationoriented mind. 2) To help the residents around Hope Schools to get interested in the education
and growth of the teenagers of the region, feeling co-responsibility. It is still valid now but it can
- and probably will - be changed based on our continual communal discernment.

Ignatians always keep a close eye on the ever-changing situation and to continuously identify the
calls. Experiences show that discernment doesn’t end with a single one, but continues. Recently,
an action group, namely the ‘Environmental Guardianship Group’ of HOPE School’ was
launched. It was a joint group of the three HOPE schools to raise awareness on ecology, one of
CLC’s four frontiers. Also, to expand our work to include poor young people, another frontier of
CLC, we initiated meetings of graduates who are still in poverty and experiencing emotional difficulties. These activities are in their infancy, and CLC members are getting more involved.
When we meet poor teenagers, we meet their broken families. The poor teenagers are more likely to be poor young adults who are the first to be at
risk in the crisis like climate crisis or Covid-19 pandemic. The four frontiers identified at the Lebanon
World Assembly seem separate, but they are eventually merged into one, like a big bowl. Only the starting point is different.

Below and on the
following page:
CLC Hope School

Recently, CLC in Korea has been reorganizing its
structure and established the “Common Apostolate
Department” in 2020. We also started to reflect the
30 year-history of our common apostolate in 2021.
It is to remind ourselves of the original communal
discernment and to share true feelings and gratitude
for the blessing of the Holy Spirit. It is also to live
out our CLC identity in the midst of the world. We
want to be cautious about working without God. We
want to be vigilant, not to settle for being self-sufficient or running just a few centers successfully.

The spirit of the Buenos Aires World Assembly,
namely deepening, sharing, and going forth, is neither abstract nor vague. If we sincerely want to respond to the call of God, just pray faithfully, share
the desire and true heart in the community and ask
God for wisdom and courage to start. Then we will
experience the miracle of the five loaves and two
fish for sure.

Original: English
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Reaching the Frontiers
Sharing the experience...

In the year 1999, at the Centro de Espiritualidad Villasunción (Centre of
Spirituality Villasunción), in the city of Bucaramanga, Colombia, the apostolate of spiritual exercises of San Ignacio was initiated, which in 2019 celebrated its 20th anniversary of service for the Kingdom of God. This is a
beautiful narration of apostolic discernment in which, a layperson, Carlos
Mahaecha, a sister of the Community of Servants of Christ the King,
Martha Ligia Mejía, and a Jesuit, Father Jorge Caicedo (RIP), followed the
leading of the Spirit to carry out this work. This project is currently coordinated by the Apostolic Committee of the CVX, made up of members
who have completed their entire spiritual experience (EE by its acronym in
Spanish) and have been trained to provide this service.

In a momentum of constant apostolic discernment and evaluation of the action, the committee felt the need to bring the EE experience by way of a retreat to people of low economic resources. Therefore, it adopted the practice of financing or subsidising a percentage of the attendees to each of the
experiences, thus fulfilling what was expressed in its mission statement
and apostolic objectives.

That is why, when we organised the 20th anniversary event, we felt that
there would be no better way to celebrate this grace than by fully living out
the desire to bring the EE experience to a good number of people. Specifically, to those who, because of their economic conditions, could not participate in this kind of retreat, thus fulfilling the vision of the Committee in its
entire dimension: “We are highly organised to accompany exercises in various modalities, for many people from different places, ages and socioeconomic conditions”.

Meetings were designed to prepare for the exercises, in which several key
elements of Ignatian spirituality were shared. This included a follow up of
the attendees, reaching more than 240 people and ensuring the participation of 77 of them in 3-day spiritual retreats. Among this group were:
young students of the Marian Congregation, women in prostitution and
victims of human trafficking, assisted by the community of the Oblate Sisters; young people from the food centre in a vulnerable situation such as:
child abuse, domestic violence, drug addiction, adolescents as heads of
household, juvenile offenders, persons displaced by violence, victims of
natural disasters and migrants, as well as some of the people of the foundation who serve them; victims of the conflict; young single mothers; Sagra-

From top to down the authors of the article: Ligia M. Murillo, Mónica Salcedo Díaz and
Sandra M. Mona from the Apostolic Committee of CLC Spiritual Exercises in Santander,
Colombia. They are CLC members from different local communities, with more than 10
years in the community who have lived the process of Spiritual Exercises, with training
and experience in Spiritual Accompaniment
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- From top to bottom clockwise: Preparation
meeting in Barrancabermeja; Preparation
meeting with single mothers; Preparation
meeting at the Villasunción retirement
home.
- Below: CLC celebration, 20 years of the
apostolate of giving EE

da Familia (Holy Family) missionaries; people related to the parishes of the Society of Jesus
and some members of the CVX in a situation of financial hardship.

During this process, the motto was “Let us walk with love toward our brothers, as Jesus and
Mary did,” based on the inspiring word of God “Be of courage, rise up! He is calling you,”
from the Gospel of Mark. Once the three-day retreat was completed, conditions were organised
and offered so that everyone could continue and complete the EE with monthly accompaniment.

Lebanon and Buenos Aires, our inspiration...

“Go without fear from your roots to serve on the frontiers”, this was the main element of Pope
Francis’ message to the Lebanon Assembly1. The fear of putting together a project that can actually be carried out is overcome by feeling the strength of everything experienced and received on the spiritual path; by recognising and appreciating what was achieved by those who
have preceded us; by feeling what others feel and acting for others, especially those who found
it difficult to participate because of their current living conditions. Lebanon’s call for action in
the face of the frontier of globalisation and poverty has been an impetus to meet this challenge.

In our Assembly in Buenos Aires 2018, the phrase “the path is the experience”2 resonated,
1 (http://www.cvx-clc.net/filesProgressio/Sup70_sp.pdf (Pg.13), s.f.)
2 (http://www.cvx-clc.net/filesProgressio/Suppl%2074%20spa%20online.pdf (126), s.f.)
3 ((http://www.cvx-clc.net/filesProgressio/Suppl%2074%20spa%20online.pdf (130), s.f.), s.f.)

which based on the three calls to share, deepen and advance3, makes it possible to live an experience illuminated by the Holy Spirit, motivating this project with a very clear objective: Bring
many others into Ignatian spirituality, especially those who, because of lack of resources, cannot
have access to the EE experience in a retreat setting.

God’s grace has enabled us to share with people, perhaps excluded by society, and by uniting our
talents, every committee member has been strengthened to live an experience that has not only
allowed spiritual growth as Christians and as a CVX community, but has been an opportunity to
build in others the hope of love revealed by Christ. A love that they did not know, which by walking together, has been revealed from each person’s particular experience. Painful, unimaginable
stories, but with a degree of humility that allows Christ to be seen in the midst of pain. A Christ
who has been the master and brings us into the knowledge of a merciful Father, where the light
is found that begins to illuminate each path.

Lessons and challenges...

Every project has its challenges and, even more so, when it comes to building for the Kingdom
of God, in which case, we are faced with community desolation; only the unity in prayer of the
whole Community has allowed us to make progress and reap abundant fruits from this experience. Getting financial resources from scratch prompted us to use the generosity of the World
EXCO and people who, by joining the cause, helped move the project forward.

Due to the pandemic situation, the 2020 face-to-face encounters were suspended; however, the
thirst for God and the desire to continue the path already advanced, inspired us to rely on technological tools to call the people together again and reach other population groups. Nevertheless,
as a result of the poverty and vulnerability situation of some people, due to the lack of suitable
devices and internet connection, it was not possible for them to participate. To overcome this obstacle, a call was issued to continue with the leaders of the institutions so that they, in turn, could

- Below from left to right: celebration eucharist; Some young people from the foundation who lived the
experience.
- On the other page from top to bottom: First group of the 3-day retreat, Eucharist celebration of 20 years of the
apostolate of giving EE, with Monsignor Ismael R; Closing of preparation meetings

share the experience with those who
could not attend.

We are certain that the desires that the
Lord places in the heart, put into action
and in unity with the community, make
it possible to break down barriers; this
experience has sown the seed of love in
many hearts, encouraging them to sow
in other hearts to continue building
peace and hope in a society that feels
alone and unprotected. Evidence of
this can be seen in the forming of a new
CVX group, made up of participants of
this project, currently in the acceptance
stage.

We thank God for His grace, the Virgin
Mary for her intercession, the World
EXCO for its support, the CVX Community for its accompaniment and generosity, as well as all the people who
joined together to accompany the meetings; also, those who have prayed and
continue to pray for the implementation
of the plan and what will take place after its evaluation.

Original: Spanish,
Translated by Clifford Schisler

Cardinal Hollerich welcomes Ubuntu friends
Ubuntu volunteers sharing time

National migration situation

After being for centuries a country of famines and emigration, the situation changed with the development
of the steel industry in the 19th and 20th century. Also, during the second world war, many citizens suffered
deportation and exile and remembered this experience when Hungarians came to Luxemburg in 1956,
Chileans and Boat people in the 70th.

With the wars in former Yugoslavia, numbers of refugees increased and Luxemburg had at times the
biggest percentage of refugees according to its population. Since 2015 Syrians, Iraqis, Afghanis, Eritreans
are the main nationalities amongst the asylum seekers. With their presence, Islam becomes visible in our
country; previously migrants were mainly from neighbouring regions, Italy, Portugal and other EU-countries.

In the past the main road to integration for adults was labour; for children it was the integration into public
school, learning the 3 national languages, -luxemburgish, german and French-. Housing was no issue until
the 70ties, as the employer had to guarantee housing for its migrant workers, whose families joined later,
under the condition of proper housing and sufficient income. Whereas asylum seekers are welcomed in
shelters, have no effective right to work and once recognized, they are under the national social assistance
system, which does not always activate its beneficiaries.

Rejected asylum seekers are tolerated; only a few are returned by force to their country of origin.
Asylum seekers who were fingerprinted in another EU-country, enter into the Dublin procedure and are
sent back to these first countries of entry, regardless of the fact that many were already rejected or not properly welcomed in these countries.

CLC and migration
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Amongst the founding members of CLC in Luxembourg, -all teachers at that time-, some dedicated their
professional life and later on their voluntary work to migrant and refugee children.

At the frontiers with migrants
and refugees:
A response
from CLC in
Luxembourg
Agnès Rausch, CLC in Luxembourg

Boosted by the 13th General Assembly in Itaici in 1998 and after a time of reflection, CLC in Luxembourg
decided four priorities for its apostolic work during a national assembly in 1999; one of them was the “ attention to the poor in all decisions of our daily life”. For all members involved in the field of migration a
working group was founded with the following aims

• to support one another, by reviewing together the personal commitments during regular meetings; by
constant phone contacts in case of urgent needs or challenges;

• to raise the awareness of all members, by writing articles in CLC-newsletter and organizing yearly
open meetings for all CLC members on migration issues;

• to challenge political leaders and decision makers; for example by influencing law-makers, analyzing
bills, confronting them to our experiences and proposing alternatives; by criticizing schooling of
refugee children within the shelters, preferring their presence in public schools; by sending questionnaires to the candidates of national elections and making their answers known by all CLC members, by
joining other NGOs working in the field of asylum to meet national and european parliamentarians;

• and since 2009 to be the link to JRS-Europe. Since that time, the working group received the name of
GIM (groupe ignatien des migrations)

The understanding of this common mission was growing with the following General Assemblies and since
Lebanon 2013, DSSE is our way to go. Not all members have refugee friends, but all support those involved with their sympathy, interest, prayer, advice and money of the members and regularly, the community evaluates the mission carried out by a few thanks to the help of all.

Also, we lived our mission at the frontier with forced migrants together with CLC in Europe. We organized
two european encounters; during the first one, we elaborated a guide on how to accompany forced migrants
in an ignatian way; during the second one we reflected on “Europe and its Roma&Sinti presence”; testimonies from french CLC members and the participation of a Rom, sent by Hungarian Jesuits were empowering all the participants towards a greater understanding of the so-called travellers. To european holidays
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Above: Summer 2016 volunteers

On the other page: Agnès meets volunteers from CLC- Egypt in Kairo

in Biviers/France we sent two CLC members, Antoinette and Marie-Thérèse with four Congolese and three
Iraqi refugee children; their stay was paid entirely by the national CLC funds. When in 2015, the european
CLC service team invited us to take part to Ragusa Project, we were enthusiastic and sent six young adults
+ one guide for three weeks voluntary work. All the more, this experience encouraged us to organize a similar project during the following summer with ten volunteers from Canada, France, Egypt, Germany, Luxembourg and Mexico, active in four different Caritas shelters for refugees. Meals were prepared every day
by CLC members, who enjoyed to stay during the evenings with these dynamic young persons.

The evaluation, done very seriously by the volunteers, led us to organize the project differently in 2017 and
2018. Under the legal responsibility of Young Caritas, we organized summer holidays for young refugees,
who live in Luxemburg without their families.

Challenged by the fact, that asylum seekers in the Dublin procedure1 were since summer 2017 under house
arrest in tents inside of an exhibition hall, members of GIM reflected during several meetings on how to react to these unhuman conditions for an especially vulnerable group of people. Most of them were young
adults, with a difficult and long exile road through Libya, Mediterranean Sea, Lesbos camps; some were on
the move within Europe since years … we could not remain silent and inactive.

Once more under the legal framework of Caritas, in December 2017 a day center was opened, called Caravansara UBUNTU and hired a professional with psychological skills and migration background himself
to coordinate the project, based on volunteers, of whom six CLC members. This initiative generated a conflict with Jesuits and the national CLC leadership, for whom the necessary discernment process was not respected.

Discerning time leading to JRS-LU

During the whole year 2018, GIM members2 entered in a discernment process, remembering the way
achieved, taking into account the actual challenges as well as CLC in Luxembourg and other NGOs situa-
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1 https://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:L:2013:180:0031:0059:en:PDF
2 at that time 4 CLC members, 2 Jesuits, 1 coordinator of Jesuit parish language courses and 1 local volunteer

tion and reflecting on the way to go forward, for a greater service and a better accompaniment of our
refugee friends. The unanimous conclusion was: “We need a Jesuit Refugee Service (JRS) in Luxembourg”. A large consultation followed to explore the feasibility of such an endeavour. In May 2020, JRSLU was founded. Unfortunately, at that time CLC in Luxembourg had no national leadership and was in a
discernment process on its own future structures, so that no response could been given yet to the official
links between JRS and CLC.

Those CLC members involved in JRS feel strongly supported by their local CLC groups, by many members and by the national community as well. Three are active in JRS-LU structure, seven volunteers are participating on weekly basis (language courses, Ubuntu day-center), nine are volunteering in specific situations (refugee women’s meetings, summer activities) and many, as well as the national community, are
donors, read JRS-news, pray for refugees who face particular difficult situations. The future will show if a
more structural link between CVX and JRS in Luxembourg is desirable or not.

For sure, JRS and CLC will continue to work together towards greater justice and solidarity in Luxemburg,
in Europe, in our common house.

Conclusion: The influence of the Buenos Aires Assembly for the future

The Assembly of Buenos Aires confirmed us in our way of proceeding: a deepened discernment is a solid
base to go forth, and we can achieve more when we share our forces and collaborate with others. But DSSE
has to be an ongoing process. The next step will consist in a communal discernment to clarify more the
links between CLC and JRS in Luxembourg and the meaning of “communal commitment” in the actual situation of CLC in Luxembourg.
Original: English
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Foto di cocoparisienne da Pixabay

have been a volunteer at UBUNTU for two years now. It is a small welcome shelter for
young refugees rejected under the European regulatory system, according to which they are
obliged to return to the first country of arrival or to their country of origin.
This regulation should have been reformed long ago because it
dehumanizes the right to asylum and sends young applicants
from one country to another and robs them of any future
prospects. Since the arrival of Covid 19, everything has become
even more complicated for asylum seekers, and the procedures
take even longer. Waiting has become even more difficult in
housing conditions without the possibility of any privacy and
sufficient space, and in constant fear of expulsion.

My first role is to be there and to welcome, to listen to their sorrows, their concerns, their complaints and allow them to express
themselves if they want to. Young people can make themselves
comfortable at UBUNTU, rest, eat and drink, play games, keep
busy with their mobile phones. What matters is to offer them a
quiet corner, which naturally does not solve their problems but
which can give them courage not to despair. We also offer them
the possibility to cycle and we organise outdoor activities where
a larger number of people can participate because inside, the sanitary measures oblige us to respect certain rules of protection and
therefore to limit the number of people we can receive.

28

Marie-Paule Ley
Member of CLC in Luxembourg

Since this year, UBUNTU has been taken over by the Jesuit
Refugee Service Luxembourg in collaboration with other Christian associations that work with refugees.

I have been a volunteer...
A testimony

I think of D., who comes from Chad, and who speaks only his mother tongue and a
little bit of French, and with whom I have great difficulty communicating. He is
used to coming and knows the games. By encouraging him to play “Jenga” togetherhas , I see that he is very comfortable playing it. He seems to relax at this game
and, without being able to really speak, to enjoy this moment of relaxation. He is
good at this game and masters it. I know that I can do very little for him: One day I
tried to explain to him that he has to learn French in order to be able to make himself
understood and communicate better wherever he goes in Europe. After this chat, he
showed me a piece of paper giving him the opportunity to register for a French
course offered to young refugees. He enrolled the same day and this fills me with
joy and hope for him.

I think of G.: He is an English-speaking Sudanese, who has been waiting for his
asylum procedure for a long time. After several refusals of his appeal for justice, he
had to return to Italy. Imagine: after all the terrible stages of his flight to arrive in
Europe and after this definitive refusal, he finally decides to ask to return to Sudan.
He was in UBUNTU a lot and made this decision by talking to us volunteers. Eventually, he came to the conclusion that this decision was the best for him. He was
tired of waiting and of not knowing what to do.

As a member of CLC in Luxembourg I entrust all these young people to our merciful God, so that he may protect them and accompany them on their difficult journey.

It is our Christian duty to question the immigration policy of both our country and of Europe, and
to campaign with associations that are committed to improving this policy. There is the “Council
for Refugees” (Flüchtlingsrot) in Luxembourg, which brings together all the political claims.
However, unfortunately it must be said that the pandemic has displaced the human problem of
refugees from the front pages of the world.

Original: French
Translated by Tessy Geimer-Biever
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Frontier: Ecology

Summoned to Respond
A communal Discernment

Ask the beasts and they will teach you; the birds of the air, and
they will tell you; ask the plants of the earth and they will teach
you; and the fish of the sea will declare to you. Who among these
does not know that the hand of the Creator has done this? In
God’s hand is the life of every living thing, and the breath of every
human being. (Job 12:7-10)

A

Above: members of the Canada (Eng.) National CLC Ecology Frontier Working Group and authors of the article:
Beulah & Bill Costain, Ann & David Mc Isaac, Helen McQuaid, Leah & Gilles Michaud
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s CLC members, our group realized,
very early in our formation, that our
call to a CLC vocation embraced the
fact that we were to be active members in a lay
organization in the Church, specificity called,
formed, and sent as an apostolic discerning
community in mission. Sustained by the Spiritual Exercises of St. Ignatius, we were cognizant of being summoned to form community
in order to discern together God’s desire as to
how we were to live out our faith life in mission
in the world. Some years ago, we were encouraged to add a 3rd Round of sharing at our bi-

weekly CLC gatherings. So it could be said that
our CLC way of life was shaped by being in a
state of ‘a continuous discernment readiness’.

A History of Mission and Identity

In early 2015, after the World General Assembly in Lebanon, the CLC Leadership in Canada (Eng.) asked our CLC group to discern our
availability to take on the role of National
Working Group on the Ecology Frontier for
CLC in Canada (Eng.). The discernment readiness process facilitated our availability to en-

natural elements. We experienced a growing
sense of intimate spiritual
connection with our ancestors and among ourselves.

ter into a place of spiritual freedom to promptly discern a positive response to the broader
call in the field of mission that the Spirit had
already lead us to be engaged in since the early
1990s. Although none of us would claim to be
considered ‘ecological experts’ in any of its
economic or scientific disciplines, we do
claim and value the inheritance of responsibility to respect and care for our environments
from our past familial generations. They
shared their knowledge and experience of how
dependent humanity was on the health of land,
sea and air and how much lives and livelihoods were affected by any degradation of the

Essentially, the Ecology
Frontier Working Group
was mandated to undertake further study of ecological issues, to gather
and become familiar with
sound resource materials
from Church and likeminded ecological centered entities, and to
share these stories and resources with the wider
National
Community
while inviting the National Community to
equally share their expertise, discernments,
and actions in caring for all creation. Little did
we realize how the Spirit was just beginning to
further refine us as a discerning body.

Accordingly, with a large amount of trust in
the guidance of the Creator, a willingness and
desire to address Ecological injustices, our
National Ecology Frontier Working Group began to talk, walk and learn the way for the next
four years. In spite of some communication
limitations, we managed to circulate a dozen
or so CLC authored articles, prayer exercises,

31

quizzes and inputs from other members and
groups while periodically collaborating on a
number of letter-writing campaigns.

The Frontier road led us through times of sun,
shade, fog, and storms in our personal and
community life which inevitably affected enthusiasm and clarity of purpose but we continued to learn as we walked the road. In fact, unencumbered by a set agenda or operating pattern eventually served to send us seeking a
deeper, broader understanding and order in the
way of proceeding. Once again, we became
aware of the need to listen intently for the
voice of the Trinity who desires to collaborate
with us in attending to and honouring the work
of God’s hands. To that end, we were open to
dream new and creative ways to better serve
the Trinity in all things. In hindsight, we realize that our Working Group was living the experience and the grace of the CLC delegates at
the World General Assembly in Buenos Aires,
“A Gift for the Church and the World”.

Deepening

At this point in our forward movement, the
wily spirit of disruption and disorder reared its
head. Confusion, loss of energy, loss of peace
and confidence was recognized and acknowledged as a paralysis. We were in a place of crisis. To move forward, we agreed that we needed to enter a period of communal discernment
leading to some significant decisions. Having
discerned the call to serve in this particular
way four years earlier, we understood the importance of maintaining an ongoing stance of
spiritual freedom. We decided to take the necessary time to pause and reflect on how we had
proceeded as a discerning community for the
past 4 years.

The Power (Pastoral) Cycle tool1 helped us to
evaluate, clarify and affirm that we desired to
continue to be learners in this field, to communicate our learnings with the wider National
CLC, to encourage others to share their experiences and, with increasingly awareness of

our interdependency on God and on God’s created wonders, to encourage groups to discern
concrete responses to heal the ecological
degradation that surrounds all of us. To this
end, we realized that we needed to make adjustments in our way of proceeding.

The National Working Group spent some
months praying, reviewing, reflecting and exploring ways and means to shape our way of
proceeding in a more systematic manner. The
Life Death Resurrection Cycle tool2 fit our
need as we reviewed and re-rooted ourselves
in our vision, clarified and rewrote our Goals,
Objectives and a Plan of Action for 2021.
A further communal decision led us to read
and to pray with Pope Francis’ Encyclical
Laudato Si. This document became our guiding light for the next stage in our journey.
Here, the Pope makes clear that, “Everything
is interconnected, and this invites us to develop a spirituality of that global solidarity which
flows from the mystery of the Trinity.” Although specifically calling attention to the
state of ‘our common home’, Pope Francis
skillfully weaves a united whole while addressing all four frontiers as well as stressing
key points mentioned in Progressio Supplement #57. He writes, ‘…the earth herself, burdened and laid waste, is among the most abandoned and maltreated of our poor’. He affirms
that, because of the interconnectedness of all
creation, this necessitates the need for science
and religion to address environmental problems with a common plan.

Acknowledging that global warming is a complicated issue, Pope Francis makes clear that
our response cannot rest with the sum total of
individualistic self-improvement or good
deeds approach but, rather, through communal
and collaborative networks – a familiar CLC
mode of discerning communal mission.

In solidarity with Pope Francis, and other likeminded groups, we decided that we ought to
draw CLC National attention to the fact that,

1 Peter Henriot SJ co-published a book: Social Analysis: Linking Faith and Justice and edited a second in

32

2005 entitled; The Pastoral Circle revisited; A critical Quest for Truth and Foundation. In the latter, he included incorporation of the Catholic Social teaching and Social Discernment in the pastoral circle. CLC members all over the world have used it. It basically moves through the following steps: EXPERIENCE, SOCIAL
ANALYSIS, THEOLOGICAL REFLECTION, DISCERNMENT, DECISION, ACTION
2 The Life, Death, Resurrection schema/tool was published in a book, Beyond Individuation to Discipleship
written by George J. Schemel, S.J. in collaboration with Judith A. Roemer. The Tool can be accessed in CLC
Canada Web site Leaders Manual, formation resources page 237

as humans are the cause of the ramped-up
speed of climate change, it is human action
that can slow/stop, the crisis. As the late Dan
George, Chief of the Tsleil-Waututh First Nation in western Canada said, “We are as much
alive as we keep the Earth alive.”

As a result of an accumulation of data, a
lengthy discernment process, and awareness
of the Ignatian Criteria for Mission, it has become clearer to us that the most critical ecological priority facing the world today is the
rapid climate change which is caused by global warming. Our future focus will be on addressing global warming: the causes, effects
and the solutions.

Forward Direction

In Buenos Aires in 2018, the delegates at the
Assembly, “became conscious of our history
of mission and aware of the priorities…” The
Final Document of Buenos Aires recounted
the process of communal discernment experienced by the world delegates. This was taken
as an affirmation of our own process of discernment that lead us to a deepened desire to
work more collaboratively at a macro level.
We learned that the more diligent attention
given to improving the quality of living the
communal discernment process well, particu-

larly the DSSE components of Discernment
and Evaluation, the more effective we will be
in carrying concrete action forward.

As a Local CLC, we continue to discern and
take action to stop the destruction and commodification of our limited water resource. At
a National level, we, as the National Ecology
Frontier Working Group, have a different
mandate. It is to communicate, to inform and
to encourage. Because Canada is a vast country, global warming has affected regions differently. Local CLC necessarily need to become informed about their own environment
in order to discern effective concrete action accordingly. What the Working Group is able to
do is to call attention to and share stories of existing discerned efforts to slow down the erosion and degradation that contributes to the
growing global warming.

Being mindful of the fact that, “The human environment and the natural environment deteriorates together”, we firmly believe that CLC
has the responsibility to discern concrete action in response to the voices that ‘summon’
but to do so as signs of hope, joy and justice –
together! “That is ultimately the message received from the 17th World General Assembly
in Buenos Aires.
Original: English
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The Ecology Project
of CLC in Botswana

Background information

The 16th World Assembly of Christian Life
Community Lebanon held in 2013, adopted as
Ecology one of its frontiers. The World community committed to the following issues concerning Ecology:
a To develop sensitivity towards respecting
creation in our attitudes and actions and
a To Network for sharing experiences and
good practices such as the Amazon Project
The Botswana Christian Life Community
adopted the Ecology frontier and committed
itself to act to address this edge. The process
of discernment started with the ‘Seeds of
Hope’ community and eventually the
Botswana National Community discerning
and embracing the model that Seeds of Hope
was working on this frontier. The community
accepts that it took three to four years discerning and for this project to take off; a bit too
long, isn’t it a true sense of our joys and struggles.

The concept of ecology is embraced in the
Setswana culture. There are seasons when culturally cutting of trees and grasses is prohibited. This is meant to allow the flora to rejuvenate itself and provide the much needed ecological function to the fauna. The National
Community hence committed to contributing
no matter how small it may seem to ‘making
Botswana greener and clean’. The CLC community will work among the society especially among Christians who in most cases do not
associate themselves with such issues. The
preliminary concept of our national mission
was presented at the 17th World CLC Assem-

bly at Buenos Aires, Argentina in 2018. Post
the Assembly the community was further
called to deepen our mission of service to the
country through this project. The Community
of Seeds of Hope was tasked to spear head the
project.

STATEMENT OF THE PROBLEM
Ecology issues are influences by the fact that
70% of Botswana is covered by the Kalahari
Desert. The challenge is to try and arrest the
effects of desertification. The advent of plastic
shopping bags makes the environment dirty
and causes complications for the domestic animals that consume them.

MAKING BOTSWANA GREENER AND
CLEAN
The objectives of the project are:
1. To sensitise the society about the importance of conserving trees and planting more
tree especially in homes and churches.
2. To sensitise the society about environmental health issues so as to ultimately replacing the plastic shopping bags with either
cotton bags (which are more sustainable)
or paper bags which are environmental
friendly.
3. To donate trees to various community
groups (faith based organisations, commu-

35

nity based organisations, needy individuals in the society)
4. To collaborate with organisations with
similar objectives to achieve our objectives

Activities

The activities of the project were to:
1. Training of CLC members on tree planting
2. Acquire trees and donate them to the identified stake holders. The project was finalised in 2019 and the target was to donate minimum 2021 by December 2021
3. Collaborate with the Ministry of Agriculture to secure tree to donate
4. To monitor the implementation of the project

Achievements

Photos in this and
next page: CLC in
Botswana: various
ecological projects

1. During mid year of 2019, a workshop was
held at one of the Christian Life Community field, thanks to the Modiagane (Topo
and Nancy) family for hosting us to conduct training on the planting and caring of
trees at their field in Gamodubu. An expert
was invited to impart to Christian Life
Community members with knowledge and
skills on how to plant trees and take care of
them. The workshop was a success as it
was attended by more than twenty members.
2. The Community locally produced cotton
shopping bags (through sewing) and were
sold among members of the Christian Life
Community and other Catholics.
3. The Community consulted for a long time

with the Ministry of Agriculture and food
security

Challenges

s The project was interrupted by covid 19

s

disease as the country was governed by
State of Emergency under which there
were several lockdowns and meetings sodalities were prohibited in the interest of
controlling the disease. So most of Christian Life Community activities were thus
affected.
The trees that were secured died as there
was insufficient water where they were
temporarily stored.

Way forward

The Coordinating Community following the
lifting of the State of Emergency descend of
the way of the project and came up to the following steps. As a continuation of the project
the following activities will be done.

Acquisition of trees

The community is in consultation with the
Forestry of Kweneng District on the process of
partnership and further buying trees from the
Department and exploring a possibility of getting a donation. The Partnership will entail the
Department guiding the Community with
technical expertise as none of the community
members have the technical knowhow on environmental and ecology issues. The consolation point on this matter is that preliminary
discussions with the Department of Forestry
highly indicates that the department of

Forestry in the Kweneng District is willing to
work with Seeds of Hope. The project of donating trees seems to be the most viable at the
moment and for the community to move forward it was discerned that there must be a
launch.

Launch

The National launch will be done at Sedibeng
Catholic Mission, Mission in Molepolole village. Molepolole Headquarters of the Kweneng District. The purpose of choosing the
venue was to buy from the forestry Department as this will demonstrate that the trees that
we acquire from them are meant for the Kweneng District. The launch is planned for November 27th, 2021.

New targets

The new target for the number of trees to donate has been set at 2022 by December 2022.
The community committed to accelerating the
project as its implementation is overdue. During the launch the community wishes to have
gathered 222 trees for donation. This means
each member of the community will be bringing a minimum of 22 trees. Beyond the launch
it is anticipated that to keep the project lively
there has to be monthly activities of ecology
project that will culminate with a donation of a
minimum of 222 trees per each community.
During the launch, the following will be in attendance:
s The National Executive Committee of the
Botswana Christian Life Community
s The Bishop of Gaborone Diocese
s The Parish Priest

s The Local Ecclesiastical Assistant
s Members of the Christian Life Communis
s
s
s

Members of CLC
in Botswana:
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ty, especially form the Diocese of
Gaborone
Kgosana (local Leader) from the area
Representative from the Forestry Department in Molepolole
Chairpersons of Small Christian Communities
Chairpersons of Sodalities

The community intends to donate fruit trees to
encourage self-sustenance, and indigenous
trees that are not easily killed by termites. The
other issue was to consider planting palm trees
in churches, these will provide palms during
Palm Sunday service.
The community also was to discern on other

activities for the project that will be meant to
make our country greener and more clean. The
discernment will be on the following issues:
s Sensitising the Catholics about ecology
and environmental issues and ensure they
act.
s Reviving the shopping bags project aiming
encouraging people to use environmentally friendly shopping bags
s Engaging in specialised tree planting projects, like planting trees in iconic areas
where the government will pledge to protect them for life

Let’s move together in making Botswana
greener and more clean.
Original: English

Journey to
UN Climate
Conference COP26
in Glasgow,
Scotland
Today we hold our heads in shame.

These were the words of Bishop William Nolan
during a homily of the COP26 Delegates Mass at
St. Aloysius Church in Glasgow. A month later
these words continue to haunt me. He continued,
“Our human activity creates pollution and exploitation of resources, without a care for the
lives of indigenous and that of future generations.
… We are a people of faith acknowledging the environmental crisis. … Care for the Earth is a commission to us from God. Our relationship with God is very much tied up with this care of God’s loving creation.
… We need love and actions to respond to the cry of the Earth and the cry of the Poor.”

As haunting as these words were, it was a consolation to hear these words said aloud in the church with so many
clergy in attendance, a notable contrast to my experience in the USA where, despite having a few notable environmental advocates, many clergy do not speak out on this issue. Why don’t they? Reasons include: too busy
with more pressing concerns; not a priority issue; the encyclical Laudato Si is not on my radar; not a big concern
of the people in my jurisdiction; don’t see it as a big problem in our region; don’t see how our actions impact
others; too political or controversial; etc.

Are our eyes and ears even open to understand the impacts of the ecological devastation?

This is the question that prompted my engagement with EcoJesuit and attendance in the COP26 climate conference and preceding meetings and pilgrimages.

Journeying with EcoJesuit and the Ignatian Family

In the year leading up to the UN climate conference, CLC joined discussions with EcoJesuit, the Jesuit Social
Justice and Ecology Secretariat, and others in the Ignatian Family worldwide to reflect on the increasing speed
at which the climate is changing and the increasingly devastating impacts especially to the more vulnerable and
poorer countries. Led by Fr. Pedro Walpole, S.J., the group developed a set of commitments to advocate for climate justice, recognizing that a global awareness of this issue is integrated into many other justice issues such
as migration, poverty among the marginalized, good governance, economic development, food insecurity, bio39

diversity loss, human rights, and more1.
This commitment recognized the significance of the climate conference COP26 as a useful world gathering to raise awareness and advocate for meaningful change and sustainable action at the governmental policy level.

On the Way to Change

An Ignatian group of primarily young people came together and developed creative ways to raise awareness on
ecological issues. They included Casa Velha, Christian Life Community, Apu Paluamguwan Cultural Center,
River Above Asia Oceania Ecclesial Network (RAOEN). Among the activities were a global pilgrimage map,
a monthlong art campaign, stories of ecological initiatives worldwide, monthly online gatherings of reflection,
and more. The EcoJesuit team in the Philippines did an awesome job creating a beautiful online website, a colorful brochure with graphics, a virtual gallery of artwork and stories, social media postings, and more.2

Pilgrimage from Edinburgh to Glasgow

The Jesuit Missions of the UK hosted a beautiful well-planned pilgrimage along the canal and countryside in
Scotland. As pilgrims, many young people, we walked, prayed, shared stories, shared meals, swapped jokes!
We discussed life’s meaningful questions of vocation, world events, climate crisis, and our activities. And the
singing was angelic! Joy was evident in the smiles, witnessing the beauty of God’s creation. We stopped along
the road to celebrate Mass, and the gospel on the Lilies of the Field came to life! God’s loving design incorporates those principles of abundance, care, nourishment, provisions for all – if we share and care responsibly and
don’t hoard, waste, fear, pollute. Let ALL the Earth Rejoice! In reflections, many expressed the desire for others to experience this too.

God Is Both Global and Personal!

The pilgrimage afforded us time to contemplate the Trinity, their gaze on the world, how their creation is imbued
with dynamic love! Yet, even with this global and universal perspective, God touches us very personally and intimately. This pilgrimage helped me to see this in solidarity with others. With uncomfortable shoes and aching
feet, I was humbled in thinking about the much greater suffering of so many climate refugees. About 21.5 million people are displaced annually due to climate disasters. In addition to their own physical pains, they must
walk many more miles, some with young children, carrying all they own, not knowing if they will find food or
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1 https://cop26.ecojesuit.com/2021/06/a-commitment-from-the-ignatian-family-for-climate-justice-cop26-and-beyond-2/
2 You can find more information here: https://cop26.ecojesuit.com/on-the-way-to-change/

housing, vulnerable to violence and unwelcome in new lands. How does one even
begin to address a problem of this scale? Our retreat guide reminded us that God walks with us step by step. God
walks with me in my personal pain, and with us in our collective efforts to address such suffering and injustices.

On our fourth and final day of the pilgrimage, we arrived at St. Aloysius Church to a warm reception from the
parish community, including bagpipes! We were a little waterlogged from the rain, but in good spirits. Fr.
Damian Howard, provincial of the British Jesuits, welcomed us. He recalled the first scenes in the Bible, how
God created the Heavens and the Earth. Some say Jesuits should leave ecological issues to the secular, but God’s
creation is a sacred stage. He noted a placard outside that resonated for him: Things have gotten so bad that even
the introverts are here! He spoke of how everything is free gift; God chose to make this world freely; God created each of us with free will; and so, God must have known we would make a mess. Consequently, we can see
this climate crisis as a gift. It is a difficult gift, but it is an invitation to live this crisis, not with panic, but with
gratitude and hope. Fr. Charles Chilufya, S.J., of Kenya, Africa, addressed the inequities of the climate crisis,
how the 54 countries of Africa for example contribute only 3% of the impact. In Africa, it is a daily fact of life
for so many that it is too hot with no food and no housing. He believes that the current crisis is really a spiritual
crisis, a crisis of greed, and it is time to claim back what belongs to the poor.

The Climate March in Glasgow

So, our band of 24 soggy pilgrims headed out with members of the parish perhaps another 100 people. We
walked to Kelvingrove Park where we joined a few thousand people in the Faith Bloc. Then this group joined
many other blocs comprising the Climate March through the streets of Glasgow with over 100,000 people! We
saw how the little voices—though angelic in song—of a small group could be magnified in taking over the
streets of a city, in solidarity, in unity of message that our world leaders need to act, to make the considerable
change needed to protect our planet and to care for all God’s creation! It was quite a scene.

UN Climate Conference COP26

It is amazing to consider that national leaders from all around the Earth, from almost 200 countries worldwide,
travelled to be together in one place in Glasgow, Scotland, to dialogue and negotiate the problems of the climate
and what needs to be done to prevent or mitigate climate disasters. That is not to say that these talks were entirely successful; indeed, many people were deeply disappointed with the outcomes. Still, it is truly a magnificent accomplishment when so many areas worldwide are overcome by divisions, polarization, suppression, violence, conflict, etc.
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On Monday morning, November 8th, our Ignatian delegation hosted an online webinar
Faith at the Climate Frontiers: Consequences
for Asia and Oceania with representation from
climate vulnerable countries, organized by Fr.
Pedro Walpole, S.J., and the EcoJesuit team in
the Philippines. There were five of us on location at the Ignatian Spirituality Center in Glasgow representing Christian Life Community,
Jesuit Centre for Faith and Justice, Jesuit Conference of South Asia, Jesuit Missions in addition to our online delegation from as far away
as the Philippines, Papua New Guinea, Tongo,
Fiji, Australia, New York, Africa and more! It
was an intense program highlighting the urgency on the ground, the progress of the negotiations at COP26, responses to the progress
and lack of progress, the hard work needed
following the conference.

Siji and I tried to capture the atmosphere of
COP26 through photographs and videos to
bring the meeting to life for our Ignatian family
back home and around the world. We did not
have access to those meetings where negotiations were being held, although we did try! Nor
did we have success in attending events with
former US President Obama, US House Speaker Nancy Pelosi, nor other dignitaries. Access to
meetings was a problem for others, too! Some
groups were unable to obtain passes to get into
any events. The more industrious groups found
venues around the city or even set up a soapbox
on the sidewalk to share their message. Two
young women did exactly that just outside the
entry to the COP26 venue; they spoke with
much passion on the impact of colonialism and
suppression in our lives, and it’s likely that just
about everyone has had experiences within their
family going back generations and how these.
We did find success in gaining entry to events on
gender equity, indigenous involvement, and sustainable economics.

The faith community was actively organizing
side events. I was able to attend one at the
Cathedral of Scotland with former Archbishop
of Canterbury, Rowen Williams, and others
who emphasized the urgency and how our
faith compels us to act on this issue which integrates other social justice issues of racism,
sexism, poverty and more.

Some Positive Movements at
COP26:

l Deforestation commitment. 110 coun-

tries commit to halt and reverse deforestation by 2030.
l Methane Emissions. 100 countries commit to reduce methane emissions

l Coal and Fossil Fuel. Many countries
pledge to phase out coal; For first time in
26 climate conferences, the document uses
term “fossil fuels!”

l Indigenous Peoples are promised US $1.7
billion in recognition of their crucial role
in forest protection.

l Steel and Aluminum. The USA and European Union negotiate an agreement to
combat “dirty” production on overcapacity
in the industry

l Financial institutions. 450 institutions
commit to limit their greenhouse gas emissions.

l China and US commit to “enhanced climate actions” to keep global warming
down

l Glasgow Breakthroughs. 41 countries
sign on to accelerate innovation and clean
technology for Power, Road Transport,
Steel, Hydrogen and Agriculture
l Revisit and Strengthen climate goals in
just ONE year, rather than Five years!

Final Document Falls Short!

l Not Enough Movement! The pledges do
not go far enough to decrease the negative

impacts of climate change. We are on a
path closer to a 2.4° C temperature rise by
the year 2100 rather than the Paris Agreement goal of a 1.5° rise.

l Climate Financing concerns. The text did
not adequately address the responsibility
of wealthier countries to provide more financial help to the more vulnerable and
impacted countries.

l Sidelining of Indigenous and smaller nations in final negotiations.

More Work to Be Done!

As CLC members reading the signs of the
times and listening to our vulnerable brothers
and sisters worldwide, the urgency to do our
part has never been more apparent. With an
eye toward the action that is most impactful,
there are multiple approaches, and these will
vary depending upon the region where one
lives. The three main categories of action involve 1) Eco-Conversion towards transformational love and care for all God’s creation, 2)
Sustainability such as engaging in the Vatican
Laudato Si Action Platform, and 3) Advocacy
for climate justice.

It can seem like a daunting effort, but we remember that God walks with us step by step,
and together with our fellow pilgrims, our
community, we walk in Christ’s light and love
and hope!

3 https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/065d18218b654c798ae9f360a626d903

Original in English

Section Three

The

Ignatian Year

O

n 20 May 1521, in the midst of the
chaos of the battle for Pamplona, a
cannon is fired. The cannonball shatters the legs of a Basque soldier, defending the
citadel. It is the moment that would change his
life. And like a stone moved in a river, it is also
a moment that would lead to historical
changes in the world. The soldier was, of
course, Ignatius of Loyola. And the change for
the world was his subsequent discovery of
what we now call Ignatian spirituality, which
led to the foundation of the Society of Jesus,
and the Ignatian family. You are now reading
this text and this journal thanks to that cannonball moment. If the cannonball had never hit
Ignatius, the world might never have known
Ignatian spirituality or the Jesuits.
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And so, this year, we are celebrating this
strange moment, this failure, this wound. We
are not celebrating the birth or death of a
founder, but his vulnerability. The vulnerability that would make Ignatius receptive for the
Spirit, following Him slowly without trying to
overtake Him. The wound of the cannonball
was the start of Ignatius’ conversion. But it
was not the end. As Pope Francis said in his
message to the Ignatian family during the
prayer broadcast at the start of the Ignatian
Year1:

“Conversion is a daily matter; it is rarely
once and for all. Ignatius’ conversion
started at Pamplona, but it didn’t end
there. All through his life he converted, he

1 You can watch the prayer again on https://ignatius500.global/live/

Letting Ignatius
help us to put
Christ in the centre
put Christ in the centre. And
he did so through discernment. Discernment is not
about always getting it right
from the start, but it’s rather
about navigating, about having a compass to be able to
set out on the road which has
many twists and turns.”2

Fr. General Arturo Sosa said
when announcing the Ignatian Year: “It is my desire that
at the heart of this Ignatian
year we would hear the Lord calling us, and we
would allow him to work our conversion inspired by the personal experience of Ignatius.”

We are all invited to look back at the experience of Ignatius and learn from it. We are invited to be open to conversion. Conversion can
start with a cannonball moment (although it
does not have to), but it never ends there. Even
after his first conversion, Ignatius was still trying to save himself, by praying more and fasting more than other saints. He had to go
through a very dark period in Manresa - even
up to the point of wanting to throw himself in
the abyss - to realise that he could not save
himself. In the Autobiography Ignatius is
quoted saying “Help me, Lord, for I find no
remedy in men nor in any creature.” This is a
2 https://youtu.be/OfJsTskvCY0/

Pascal Calu SJ is a Belgian Jesuit, currently working at the
Communications Office of the General Curia in Rome for the
Ignatian Year. Before joining the Society of Jesus, he obtained
PhD in Early Modern Literature and spend a year as a volunteer
in Uruguay and was a member of CVX-CLC for 4 years. He
joined the ELC region in the joint novitiate in Birmingham (UK)
and studied philosophy in Paris.

second cannonball moment in the life of Ignatius. He finally realises he cannot save himself, but needs to trust entirely on God.
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oration among the Ignatian family, part of the
Body of Christ. CVX-CLC has been greatly
involved in this celebration and in many countries, meetings of the Ignatian family have
been organised or are being planned.

The book of Fr. General Arturo Sosa, Walking
with Ignatius, is also an important worldwide
resource to reflect on our lives, our reality and
to share with others our spiritual experiences.3
It is a starting point for a reflection on how we
can convert and put Christ ever more in the
centre in our lives and today’s world.

Celebrating this Ignatian Year, we can have the
temptation to stay with the first cannonball
moment, to stay with the great story of Ignatius and the history of the Society of Jesus;
maybe making the same mistake as Ignatius,
trying to save ourselves. But we are invited
during this year to also make the pilgrimage to
Manresa, to go to the depths and discover how
we are saved, not by ourselves or by our spirituality, or by the Society of Jesus, but only by
Christ. This Ignatian Year is an invitation to
focus on Christ, the only Saviour.

One of the signs of not wanting to save ourselves, is to realise that as Church we are the
Body of Christ. Together we are more than
alone; we are made to walk together. In many
places in the world, this Ignatian Year is a
great opportunity for more and deeper collab-
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The activities for the Ignatian Year worldwide
are myriad. Many resources have been created
to help us learn from the experience of Ignatius. A selection of those materials can be
found on the official global Ignatian Year website, along with many articles for reflection.4
These resources can help local groups or individuals to deepen their experience of the Ignatian Year as a path of conversion.

The Ignatian Year gives us a great opportunity
to go back to our roots in these complicated
times of COVID19-pandemic. It can help us to
put our priorities in the right order again. What
really matters is not the frantic news items, the
fast-paced reality that fleetingly passes by. Not
even Ignatius, or Ignatian spirituality. What really matters is Christ, and to put Him in the
centre of our lives. The world around us, the
story of Ignatius, and Ignatian spirituality can
be tools to help us. Let us use them insofar
they are useful and not forget what this Ignatian Year is really about: conversion to Christ.

3 More info on the book: https://ignatius500.global/book-info/
4 https://ignatius500.global/

Original: English

A pilgrimage of the heart
The Spiritual Exercises for CLC in Australia

“The Full Spiritual Exercises can take
you on a pilgrimage of the heart. As
you enter into the journey of Jesus’ life
though his teachings, healings and ultimately to his death and resurrection,
your life may be transformed in a way
you didn’t expect. God is full of surprises!” (written by an exercitant)

This Anniversary year is a good time to renew
our appreciation of the Spiritual Exercises of
St Ignatius. It was through his spiritual experiences after Pamplona, and in Manresa, that
God gifted Ignatius with a conversion of heart.
He then made a gift of this for us. Just as for
Jesuits, so too for lay CLC members, an experience of the Exercises can be – and usually is
– a transformative and foundational event in
our lives. The last World Assembly called us to
live out the CLC charism in the world with
greater depth and integration, and there our
World EA, Arturo Sosa, invited us to recognise
and apply our gift of discernment for the
church and the world. The roots of our charism
and this gift lie in the Spiritual Exercises. An
experience of Spiritual Exercises can deepen
our identity and empower us to share and go
forth with courage and hope.

It is not so easy, though, for lay CLC men and
women to experience the Exercises. Perhaps
in this coming 12 months CLC Excos in each
country can think of how to offer the Exercises
to their members in a practical and affordable
way. In this article I share with you an experimental model of the Spiritual Exercises recently given to CLC members in Australia.

In May 2017, as Ecclesial Assistant, and as a
Giver of the Spiritual Exercises, I proposed to
the National Executive committee (NExCo) of
Australia that I provide an adaptation of the
full Spiritual Exercises for members of Christian Life Community in the country. This was
no easy task as CLC in Australia consists of 6
regions spread over the whole continent (nearly 8 million square kilometres).

In this report I will explain how
we designed a suitable program, how it is structured and
what its content is, the practical
support needed, and how the
participants responded.

The Spiritual Exercises are not
something to be entered into
lightly, so my proposal included beginning with two ‘Taster
Days’ in each region, on a Saturday and a Sunday, a week or
more apart (see flyer). This
would enable the participants
and me to gauge whether they
had the right disposition, and
means, to take on this extended
commitment.

The Nexco and I spent 12 months
planning how the Exercises could
be delivered in a way manageable
and affordable to our members.
The 30 Days enclosed retreat
would be out of the question, but
the 19th Annotation – seeing a director once a week over 35 weeks
– was also a formidable challenge.

Iain Radvan SJ
Iain Radvan joined the Society of
Jesus in 1984. He has worked in
several Jesuit schools and a Retreat
Centre. He is now doing doctoral
research on the transformative nature
of the Spiritual Exercises. When not at
his desk Iain enjoys sailing, gardening
and spending time in Nature.

I researched various models of giving the Spiritual Exercises from around the world and in
the end designed yet another! The two Taster
Days would incorporate the prayer exercises
on God’s love. Then the next part of the retreat, for those who made the commitment,
would begin with a weekend together (First
Week, God’s mercy), continue with 10 weeks
in daily life (Second Week) and a second
weekend together (Third Week), and end with
2-3 more weeks in daily life (Fourth Week).
“I have learnt that previewing an Exercise, then just letting it go, that is, not
actively praying with it, can bring that
Exercise or theme to you throughout
the day, while doing all sorts of routine
activities. This has made very real for
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me that “God is in everything”. And
that prayer does not always happen in
a dedicated place at a dedicated time!”

Having time together over the weekends
would be important, not merely for mutual
support for the Exercitants going through the
harder parts of the Exercises, but also to build
up the community that CLC is. Praying, sharing and eating together consistently does create close bonds between people.

While some people who heard about this program applied, if they were not CLC members,
I dissuaded them because they lacked the familiarity with Ignatian prayer and discernment
that most of our CLC members have, and
which we considered an essential foundation
for the success of this model of the Exercises.

Because of the financial restrictions of our
members we came up with two solutions. The
first was that the weekends together would not
be residential: CLC members would offer bed
and breakfast for those coming from farther
afield; secondly, I applied to the National CLC
Special Funding account which provided for
funding for my flights and to subsidise the
spiritual direction sessions

To help organise the Taster Days and the
weekends, I negotiated with the regional Excos which organise many other events for their
region each year.

“The whole Retreat was a deeply engaging experience and immersion in
imaginative prayer and reflection. I
felt I connected with God at a far wider
and deeper level than previously.”

For the spiritual directors needed, I contacted
Ignatian directors through Companions, the
professional association of Ignatian spiritual
directors and givers of the Exercises in Australasia. To limit the cost of flying for participants, we grouped the South Australian and
West Australian regions together, and the Victorian and New South Wales regions together.
Those who signed up would fly once to the
‘other’ capital to join their fellow Exercitants.

In early 2018 the advertising went out which
generated a great deal of interest and conversation. In each of Perth, Adelaide, Sydney and
Victoria about a dozen CLC members were attracted to attend the Taster Days and find out if
they felt called to act on this invitation, and
could manage it practically.

The Taster days’ exercises were structured according to a typical CLC fortnightly meeting
(input, silent prayer, sharing) in three cycles
each day (see schedule) and a celebration of
the Eucharist. For each talk and prayer session
I gave out handouts so that the participants
could keep hold of what they were learning.
Some of them asked for the text of the talks
themselves to reflect more deeply on them.

In the sharing sessions I was listening critically to the participants of my group (and I
arranged the groups so that I would be present
to all participants on one day or the other) to
hear how they were praying and if they were
being touched by God. Many of the participants spoke clearly and warmly of their consoling experience of the day(s).

I gave the participants a further exercise (an
examen) to take away and pray with between
the Taster Days and the scheduled first weekend. Because of the restrictions of my
timetable, some participants had nearly four
months within which to discern their ongoing
commitment, others two months (I realised afterwards that the longer gap was unhelpful). In
that time, through communication via emails
and some phone calls, the numbers of those
who felt both willing and able to commit to the
full project, fell off so that in the end there
were 7-8 participants in each pair of regions
who attended both weekends and completed
the full Exercises. Of these two were unable to
keep to the schedule of time and missed the
second weekend, but continued one to one
with their director to the end, and one was not
able to continue past the Second Week (due to
work commitments).
“Living in a regional centre it was terrific to have spiritual direction by
Skype. I very much appreciated not
having to travel.”

To find a good match between the Exercitants
and the available Givers I asked all of them to
provide me with a short spiritual biography
which enabled me to make the best match I
could. Thanks be to God every one said they
found their match well suited! (though a few
indicated that they thought they ought to have
had a part in the selection). Some of the directors indicated that they would have found it
more helpful to establish a relationship with
the Exercitant earlier than they were able. One
major draw back to having Givers all over the
country rather than local was that only two or
three could participate in the two weekends. It
was unfortunate that the arrangement of the
project did not include their presence at the
Taster Days.

As the dates for the weekends grew closer, the
Exercitants met with their director before the
weekend. Most of the Exercitants met with
their directors via Skype, some face to face,
and one or two by phone. This was daunting for
some who were unaccustomed to it, but most
of these found that a good relationship could be
established using this electronic means.

Another matter I arranged with the Givers was
supervision. We agreed to meet for peer supervision approximately every three weeks. I
used the Nexco Webex (type of Skype) account and sent the Givers a link beforehand.
This was probably the least successful part of
the whole project. Not everyone could get a
good connection. Nonetheless the Givers

shared as they could and I listened and helped
them to reflect. Thanks to the CLC special
Fund I was able to offer the directors a reasonable rate of pay per session.

For the weekend retreat time together, we
found suitable inexpensive venues and for
meals arranged for take away with the participants bringing plates, too. A small donation
covered the costs.

We started on a Friday night with a recap of
the Taster Days (God’s love) and a sharing
with how each one was at this point of the
journey. Over the Saturday and Sunday I lead
them through the First Week with short input
on the theme and graces and gave them the
meditations provided by Ignatius. They practised ‘repetition’, had a session with their director, and we ended the weekend with Mass
and an evening adoration. Most of the weekend was held in silence.
“I felt I was running a marathon. I was
very grateful to have the weekends as it
was lovely to come away and have all day
to spend for prayer and reflection and not
to have to be up before dawn on a workday to complete my spiritual exercises.”
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What the Exercitants reported afterwards,
which I subsequently amended for the second
round (in the other regions) of the First Week,

was that the contrast between the peace and
gentleness of the Taster Days did not prepare
them for the hard yards of the First Week; it was
a sudden and unexpected shock. In the second
round I tried to ensure there was less of a shock.

One problem, of a kind, that emerged at the
beginning of the Second Week, was that due to
its timing, it coincided with Easter in the liturgical year. Praying over the Christ child and
being in the midst of the Easter ceremonies
was not easy to manage. My advice was that
they not attend the Easter ceremonies except
for the Sunday morning giving the Spiritual
Exercises the priority.

The Exercitants continued individually for the
next ten weeks, seeing their own director each
week. Again, I learnt from this experience that
twelve weeks would have been better for all of
them (my initial choice of ten weeks was so as
to keep the cost down and I believed that it
would be enough time to cover the material for
Second Week. Not so). I advised the Exercitants (some of whom were in the same small
group for CLC) not to talk to each other about
their experience until the whole retreat was
over, so as to avoid unhelpful comparisons.
“Having a more intimate and personal
relationship with Jesus, as brother and
friend, I’m now more able to recognise
what is of him and what is not. i.e: Good

Spirit and bad spirit. I feel more “tuned
in”, with a greater “awareness”.

Some of the Givers found using the material
form Kevin O’Brien’s book on the 19th annotation most helpful as a resource. I did not consider that the Election material would be significant for these CLC members, but some of them
did find clarity in a dilemma that they had been
sitting with for some time before the retreat.

How did we manage the transition from one
Week to the next? As in any group retreat with
the Exercises, this is tricky. For most of them
the First Week continued into the one on one
with their Giver for a week or two after the
first weekend. The Second Week was cut short
for some but even so most of the Givers reported that their Exercitant was ready for the
Third Week. The Gospel material of the Second Week was not entirely lost as such contemplative prayer could be taken up again after the Fourth Week. The second weekend
(Third Week) also was extended for some into
the week following before they moved into the
Fourth Week prayer.

For the second weekend. We began on Friday
night sharing the experiences of the retreat to
this point (again with the advice that everyone
would have completely personal and incomparable experiences) and combined the Last Supper contemplation with a Eucharist. This was
the only Eucharist of the weekend as I judged
it inappropriate to celebrate mass during our
‘memorial’ of Jesus’ Passion.

My talks were fewer and briefer this weekend,
focusing on the nature of prayer during the
Third Week. The Exercitants prayed over the
Gospel accounts of Jesus’ last days of life. On
Saturday night I led them through a shared
guided meditation on Jesus in prison. On the
Sunday they had scheduled another session
with their spiritual director. We ended on Sunday night with adoration of Jesus in his death
on the Cross, and departed quietly.

I did not see the Exercitants again until we met
at some later CLC event. I only heard of their
progress and the fruits of the whole retreat
through their directors and through the written
evaluation they provided for me.
“The joy of the Fourth Week enabled
me to see how God has blessed and is

blessing my life – through his love, the
people he has placed in my life.”

The Spiritual Exercises for CLC in Australia
turned out to be a blessed project! When I
asked the Exercitants if they had experienced
any change in their relationship with God, their
self, others or Creation they all responded very
positively. In their evaluation they enumerated
many graces they had received: tears, greater
reverence for Nature, closer empathy with the
poor, freedom from fears and burdens, intimacy with Mary, attachment to prayer, a greater
intimacy with Jesus, seeing God in everything,
greater simplicity of lifestyle, being less judgemental of others, and more.

One aspect of the Spiritual Exercises in this
model that did not seem to produce such strong
fruit was the discernment of spirits. All the Exercitants experienced and learnt a little of this,
and some quite a lot. There could be a number
of factors that have a bearing on this requiring
further inquiry - length of retreat? Ignatian maturity of exercitants? focus of Givers?
“It was amazing to see the/feel the
transformation in myself, and it deepened my own knowledge as well as the
transforming power of prayer. Perhaps,
because of where I was in my life, with
some big changes on my life, the SPEX
came at the right time for me and were
a big help in providing a space for deep
reflection and leading to clarity.”

This project would not have got off the ground
without the support not only of the Nexco but
also of the spiritual directors I approached. It
was taken up by a significant number of CLC
members who spoke about it with enthusiasm
all the way through. Their final evaluations are
very positive, too. My hope was, and is, that
the fruit of the Exercises on these individuals
will not only enrich their lives, but that of CLC
in their region, too, and contribute in the long
run as a blessing to the church in Australia
through their ongoing prayer and service.

Please do get in touch for more information
about the content and/or delivery of this model.

Iain Radvan sj iain.radvan@sjasl.org.au

Original:English
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Youth Gathering Loyola 2021

Embrace the World in an Ignatian Way

One could say it was a celebration five hundred years in the making.

After all, it was five centuries ago that a nobleman named Iñigo, from the town of Loyola, in
the Basque region of Spain, had a life-altering
conversion experience. It started as a cannonball wound suffered at the 1521 Battle of Pamplona. The period of convalescence that
stemmed from the physical wound forced Iñigo to take the time to deeply examine the
course of his life till that point. The conversion
he experienced as a result of that time of
prayer and reflection turned out to be an especially decisive moment, one which ultimately
brought about the creation of the Jesuit order
and gave birth to the broader Ignatian family,
of which our own CLC is a part.

The 2021-2022 Ignatian year affords the
worldwide Ignatian community a prime opportunity to stop and look back at the path
started so long ago and that still continues today – loyal to its principles but adapted to the
context of each era. As part of that community,
CLC wished to partake in the Ignatius500 festivities promoted by the Society of Jesus and
utilize the occasion to affirm the importance of
working with and for young people, and so the
idea was conceived for a worldwide gathering
in Loyola, Spain under the motto “Embrace
the World in an Ignatian Way”. All CLC countries (including those where there is an emerging CLC presence) were invited to send youth
delegates between the ages of 18-30 to partake
in the three-day event. Travel restrictions
brought about by the COVID19 global pandemic ultimately made an in-person gathering
impossible, and only the 10-member organizing team met physically in Loyola to staff the
event. Nevertheless, thanks to today’s technology more than 130 young adults from over 50
countries met online between 29th – 31st of
July, united by a common desire to follow Ignatius' conversion steps and serve to build
God’s Kingdom.
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Over the course of these three-days in late July

young adults heard messages from Father
General Arturo Sosa, Spanish Provincial Antonio España, the Presidents of World CLC and
CLC Spain, and a number of other speakers
from the Ignatian family, including Jesuits,
Religious of Claretian Missionaries, and CLC
members. Participants also had the chance to
see and hear witnesses of service from across
the globe: from those with a wide and a concrete vision of the world, to others who devote
their time to a specific cause in places such as
the Philippines, Kenya, Uruguay or Hong
Kong.

Perhaps one of the most highly valued aspects
of the event turned out to be the chance for
these youth to experience the gathering as part
of small groups. Attendees were divided according to their preferred language of choice
(French, English or Spanish) into groups of
five or six participants, with volunteer CLC
members acting as group guides. After some
initial hesitation, young people who had never
met before were soon sharing their own “cannonball moments” and connecting the personal with the universal in the joy of being one
body in Christ.

Of course, not all was serious prayer and reflection. There were lighter moments, too,
such as when participants had the chance to
hear singers and songwriters from around the
world share their musical talents. Other memorable points included spontaneous dancing
“led” by the technical team in Loyola to global
hits such as Jerusalema, Gangnam Style and
(yes) La Macarena.

The gathering culminated on the feast of St. Ignatius with a streamed celebration of the Eucharist from the Cave of Saint Ignatius in
Manresa, Catalonia presided by CLC ViceEcclesiastical Assistant José de Pablo, sj. This
was the moment when the ten-point CLC
Youth Manifesto was offered during the
preparation of the gifts. The document,
which is available in the three CLC official
languages of English, Spanish and French,
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grew out of the work of participants in small
groups and highlights aspects they believe
ought to lead their actions moving forward
from the gathering.

“Embrace the World” helped youth to remember that as human beings, we all experience
deep, wounds and we all must overcome personal difficulties, as St. Ignatius did. Yet, each
of us can find help and strength in others. The
example of Ignatius’ healing process, which
we celebrate this year, makes us equals among
each other, and the lessons from that healing
process are powerful ones that ought to be
shared with the world, precisely so we may
better help those who are suffering. “Embrace
the World” provided youth an opportunity to
learn, not only from the experiences of “elder”
members of the Ignatian family, but also from
the witnesses of other youth like themselves,
who are actively involved in healing the suffering of others.

Undoubtedly one of the best parts of the event
was fostering fellowship among young CLC
members beyond their own borders and helping them experience how God’s message and
love leads us to speak a universal language.
There is a deep happiness and joy that fills
such encounters and actions, when they are
grounded in faith. We can feel the strength that
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comes from this fellowship, enabling each of
us to be more effective in our service, regardless of where we serve. The gathering underscored the importance that these connections
be nurtured, to support each other and encourage one another to bring our best to service the
world, across a network of brothers and sisters
working for the poor and the suffering.

The young are the future, and so as a global
family the CLC is called to help young people
discover their individual paths to God. Of
course, youth must take the reins of their own
lives and be the protagonists of their own stories. Our task is to provide them the means to
continue their spiritual growth. Moving beyond the experience of “Embrace the World”,
it is up to each country and each local community to determine the best way to encourage
the path of their young members: by accompanying them, enhancing their visibility and
voice, nurturing their inclusion in the CLC
family....And in this process, the CLC community will also benefit from the perspective of
the next generation, as they have plenty of
good things to share with their communities in
helping us dream and realize a better way to
follow Jesus in today’s Church.

Original: English

EMBRACE THE WORLD
in an Ignatian way
CLC Youth Gathering – Loyola 2021

Day 1: Encountering a wounded
world

During this first day of the gathering, the focus was on
the wounds of the world and how we, as young people,
connect with this wounded world.

Denis Dobbelstein, President of the World CLC,
shared some words of welcome, inviting the young
people to feel comfortable: “You are not visitors; YOU
ARE AT HOME IN CLC.”

The desire to be contemplative in action together is demanding. It definitely urges us to embrace the world.

If CLC really is a gift for the Church and for the world,
the Holy Spirit will play his part.

When reality and paradigms are changing so rapidly and
so deeply, we need open minds, people who are able to
use century-old "tools" in unprecedented circumstances.
By the way, today is the world overshoot day.

I’m looking forward to listening to you, since this is
your encounter. Actually, several members of the WExCo are present (Ann Marie, Najat, Daphne, Fernando, Manuel, Diego, José and myself), which shows
how important this encounter is to us, whereas we will
remain very discrete. Again: this is YOUR encounter.
Enjoy, enjoy, enjoy!

Fr Antonio España SJ, Provincial of the Society of Jesus in Spain, also shared some words with the young people.

In relation to the theme of the meeting - "Embrace the World in an Ignatian way" - he pointed out that we are living
in a time of great processes of secularisation, relativism, hedonism and hyper-information, marked by globalisation
and the gaps of inequality and exclusion. This poses the challenge of "accompanying young people in the creation of
a future full of hope", in relation to one of the Universal Apostolic Preferences of the Society of Jesus.

Accompanying involves “dialogue”, “being there and being able to share spaces and situations in life, dealing with
failures, doubts and conflicts”. Creation is a great invitation to deliberate together, to talk together, to read reality, to
dream, to pray together to see how we respond creatively. It is ours to do so with hope, knowing, as Ignatius knew,
that God is always at work.
At the end, Fr España told the young people: "We are asked to be able to embrace the world with global concerns.
We are invited to open ourselves to joyful hope. That is to be explorers of happiness, not of horrors."
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Rodrigo Jordan, from Chile and board
member of the Chilean Foundation for the Elevation of Poverty, talked about “Poverty: a
change of perspective”. Rodrigo reminded us
that poverty represents an absurd loss of talent, innovation, creativity and entrepreneurship.

We live in a 21st century that represents an
immense challenge for adaptation. And that
change is not in the way things are done, but
in the way they are conceived.
He pointed out that non-impoverished people
must be aware of two things:
unconscious arrogance and conscious humility".

The full talk can be viewed at:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=65Hm8f
uy9Ig

Xavier Melloni, a Jesuit residing in Manresa (Spain), shares a reflection about the conversion experience.

“This year we are celebrating a paradoxical feast. How can we celebrate a break, a broken leg, a wound? If we approach this centenary, it´s because something happened, very deep, through this failure, through this wound. And
that is the occasion, also, to contrast what happened to him, Ignatius, and what is happening to us.”
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Like us, personally and also collectively, we don´t know what will happen to our personal wounds and also to
these, our communitarian and civilization wounds. And we have to pass through all the steps of what St. Ignatius
passed through. And some people talk about the four steps of “duelo” (grieving) which is when we lose something
important.

Our first reaction is to deny what is happening. Like Ignatius, when he was wounded, arrived at Loyola, and had
an operation to his leg, his first reaction was to have another operation. He wanted (to set) the leg better because
he could not at all accept that he had been forever broken, and he would, forever, live with a broken leg. Like each
one of us, with important wounds, mostly our first reaction is to not look at them because there is too much pain,
too much suffering to assume.

The second reaction is when we see that we cannot run away from it, and we try to destroy it, we try to negotiate,
we try (to change it so that it’s not so important, not so much a way…that will really make us transform.

The third moment of this process is the rage, the rebellion. We then become angry, and we criticize everybody
and all the situations that have made up this wound, this failure, this pause and all the other people are guilty, and
we still cannot accept what is happening. Ignatius too had all these criticisms against his society, or perhaps
against the family that put him on this career (path) that had been, finally, a total failure. And (fourth) after this
rage, comes the depression, looking and realizing that you cannot change it, then you become sad, depressed, you
never will be again like this…

Loyola, for Ignatius, had been his first conversion. From being a soldier he became a pilgrim. Yet it was only the
starting point of a very long and deep conversion, that had only started in Loyola. We can speak of a second conversion, this one in Manresa, where we are now, here near Montserrat.

When he surrendered his ego, he surrendered his idea about himself. When he went to the very underground of his
old shadows, of his own inner hell, only then something new happened within him. He started to understand the
Trinity, to understand the Creation, to understand the most important experience he had (which took place) in the
river cavern that is just below here, where he says that walking to another monastery that was nearby, he stopped,
(and) looking toward the river, looking also towards Montserrat, toward the Pyrenees, which are on the other side,
looking toward the city, looking toward the cave (over) where we are now, and suddenly everything appeared to
him in a new way.

To close this first day, we shared 4 different experiences of common mission sent by four national communities:

Casa “Mambré”, in Sevilla, Spain
(https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=k5ZEyn70yEY),
St. Aloysius Gonzaga Secondary School, in Nairobi, Kenya
(https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qy0m3ChOqDI&t=28s),
Marymount Secondary and Primary School, in Hong Kong
(https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2p4oOrYhBfY&t=1s)
“Rincón de Todos” in Uruguay

Day 2: Discerning our Frontiers,
from our Strengths

The second day focused on the discernment of our
mission fields. We looked at the reality crossed by the
pandemic, we saw the need to work in a network, collaborating with others in the construction of the Kingdom and we listened to a life story that gave us keys to
discernment.

We begin by listening to the experience of two female
doctors (one from Spain and one from the Philippines)
who have been working on the frontline during the
Covid-19 pandemic.

Healing lessons on pandemic. Blanca Gracia of CLC
in Spain
(https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6TysYYnfxxM)

Maricelle Gler of CLC in Philippines
(https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=coOSQG4sHV)

Dani Villanueva SJ, vice-president of "Entreculturas - Fe y Alegría & Alboan" and Coordinator of Jesuit.Network,
spoke to us about the need to weave networks to build the Kingdom of God. He encouraged us to embrace reality and
said that "as a Church, we have a vocation to embrace reality from all possible perspectives". He appreciated during his
presentation that we Ignatian are part of a diverse apostolic body that functions as a network and can lead us to a "conversion capable of achieving things that until now were almost unimaginable." He pointed to examples such as the network of Jesuit schools, MAGIS, the Jesuit Migrant Service or the work being done with refugees and universities.

"We are called to overcome borders in search of one of the great challenges of today: reconciliation. In this, the example of Saint Ignatius can serve as a guide for us".

Dani Villanueva ended with a question: "What part of this whole process can touch you to grow, beyond what you
may have already done for yourself?"

You can watch the full presentation at: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uIBJZq-zgmU
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To close the second day, Ondina Cortés, a nun of the Claretian Missionary Sisters shared her life story, leaving some
food for thought. A large part of her mission today is to work for reconciliation.

“Life is not just what happens to you, but what you do with what happens to you. I wanted to transform my experience
into something useful. I want it to be of service to God´s project, the kingdom of God.”

Ondina has concluded with four steps that can help us
in looking at our lives:

1. Make space to allow your deepest emotions to
emerge
2. Name the emotions. Befriend your emotions.
3. Ask yourself: What are the invitations that come
from this experience? Where do they lead you?
4. What are you called to do about them?
Two questions for reflection:

Is there an inner cry or a soft voice inside of you that
needs to be listened to?
Where is that voice leading you? What do you need to
do about it?
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Day 3: A pilgrimage to Embrace the World

The last day of the gathering was 31
July, coinciding with the feast of St.
Ignatius of Loyola.

The first to share some final reflections was the President of CLC Spain, Eduardo Escobés. During his intervention he called on young people to make a real
contribution to a society and a Church that needs your
participation.
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Just as Ignatius of Loyola went out with the desire to
conquer the world for God, and discovered that it was
God who conquered it for his cause, "World CLC
needs to go out: to dialogue with social, political, ecclesial life..., with today's society, its challenges and
contradictions, its conflicts: injustice, poverty, the
degradation of the planet, polarisation, social, cultural
and ecclesial sexism which does not recognise women
in their full citizenship, our Church and its difficulty to
dialogue with today's reality and to find its space, its
role..."

"The spirit does not speak in speeches but in the heart, and that is where we have to start, by listening to each
other".

Today, CLC can contribute a lot through discernment "which cannot and should not remain individual, but
must be collective".

Eduardo ended his sharing grateful for the encounter and pointing out that "CLC is a vocation that is lived in
community in the world and for the world".

You can see the full presentation at: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3Vh7VPTdaro

José María Rodríguez Olaizola SJ, in charge of Rezando
voy and author of several books that seek to offer a look at
our society by combining faith and daily life, contrasted the
image of a tourist and that of a pilgrim like St. Ignatius of
Loyola. While the tourist is "a collector of places" who "remains on the outside", who travels "by the clock", with a
set timetable and an agenda in which he rarely offers room
for improvisation to avoid difficulties, the pilgrim travels
"open to surprise", "learns and grows with every step he
takes" and "does not avoid difficulties, he faces them".

Ignatius' way is the following of God, a way that is both interior and exterior, that demands detachment and that will
not be free of difficulties or defeats. "Look for examples in
your own life, contexts, past, present or future, where you
can see the possibility of living things as a tourist or as a
pilgrim. Faith (including Ignatian spirituality) can be lived
as tourists or as pilgrims. Which would be the faith of the
tourist? Which would be the faith of the pilgrim?

Before the final mass of the meeting, Fr Arturo Sosa SJ, Superior General of the Society of Jesus and World Ecclesiastical Assistant of CLC, addresses the young people in the
meeting. You can see the full message here:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RmmPgETBuoI
Here are some passages from his speech:
I share with all of you, participants in this world meeting of
CLC youth, the joy of being together, listening to each other and scrutinising the signs of the times to follow the path
indicated by the Holy Spirit through them.
It seems important to me to recall the starting point of the
reflection that we undertake as individuals and groups inspired by Ignatian spirituality. We recognise that you,
young people, are the social place from which we seek to
perceive and understand the signs of the times. As a consequence, we are invited to insert ourselves into the spaces in
which you live, to move into your homes. Moving to those
spaces leads us to become familiar with you, to understand
and love you. It also allows us to place ourselves there as a
point of observation and understanding of the whole of local and global society.

You
can
see
the
full
presentation
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dnyH8hVKHAI
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at:

We also recall that the vast majority of young people in today's world live in conditions of poverty. A poverty
that conditions any possibility of growth and the realisation of their dreams in the future.

It is characteristic of youth to choose the path of the future in which life finds its meaning. This choice is possible only from hope, from the inner conviction that another world, better than the current one, is possible.
Therefore, it is possible to begin living it as an attitude of life, as a mobilising motivation of the will and as a
lodestar of the daily efforts to live and give life, not only to survive with resignation. The hopeful choice of
the path that gives meaning to life carries with it the decision to travel it. It is a decision made with the whole
being of the person who finds in it the reason, the meaning and the energy to travel a path that is uncertain,
complex and open to life.

There is in you the seed of community that can be made fruitful by the inspiration of the Christian faith, originating in the Trinitarian experience of the God of Jesus and go on to live it as a space of new life, of fruitful
relationships with other people, with God and his creation, as nourishment for the commitment in the struggle
for a better world.

You, young people, are the main protagonists of the change of era that we all talk about, although we live it
without understanding and do not even imagine its magnitude.

I would like to end this message by encouraging you to recognise and enjoy the diversity of your cultures,
tastes, ways of expressing yourself... and develop the creativity necessary to integrate the complexity of the
situations that you must live and imagine new forms of more human relationships.

I sincerely hope that the richness of this gathering will become a source of life, meaning and commitment to
the future.

Fr. Sosa spent a few final minutes answering some of the questions that the young people asked him. Based
on these questions, he organised his comments into four points:
Called to be the light of the world and salt of the earth at this time:

God is not silent, He cries out from the throats of the sick lacking health care, of the migrants mistreated
along their way and rejected everywhere, of those who have lost their jobs or sources of income to support
their families... The Lord has revealed himself to us as "God-with-us" (Mt 1:23) and fulfils the promise of
being with us every day until the end of time (Mt 28:20).

Ours is the impotence of the cross, which trusts fully in the strength and ways of God, very different from our
own.

By identifying with Jesus in Christ and being moved by his love, we become attuned with the crucified ones
of this world.
Overcoming the COVID pandemic is only possible if we draw the consequences of the experience lived as
individuals, families, communities, nations and humanity.

The pandemic has highlighted, on the one hand, the depth of injustice embedded in current social relations at
all levels and, on the other, the generosity of so many people in lending a hand to alleviate its consequences.

Later, along with the curve of the pandemic, the wave of desire for change also flattened, and the desire to
revert back prevailed, to return to the situation before the pandemic and return to the usual place in order to
cover up the seriousness of the injustice and content ourselves with it, running the risk of overlooking the injustices that have worsened during the time of the pandemic.

The greatest contribution of you, young people, would be to become aware of what has happened, delve into
its meaning and affirm your commitment to the transformation of the unjust structures that dominate humanity, which produce so much poverty and pose obstacles, sometimes insurmountable ones, to a dignified life
for the vast majority of human beings, including entire nations.

The generous solidarity shown by so many young people during the pandemic is a sign of the social sensitivity and transformative potential of their youth. Let us make the most of the inspiration of Ignatian spirituality
to be part of those who are committed to imagine, design and build a better world than the one we have.
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The challenge of embracing plurality

When faced with that which is different, it is very difficult not to feel out of place. That which is different
questions us, places us before that to which we are not accustomed.

Opening up to plurality implies a willingness to embrace what is different, as that which enriches the personal
or group experience, which offers alternatives to the existential way in which we develop life… Opening up
to plurality is therefore always a complex challenge.

Embracing plurality and approaching what is different with serenity is part of the experience of God on which
Christianity and Ignatian spirituality are founded.

Jesus learns and teaches to be open to plurality. Let us recall the dialogue with the Canaanite woman (Mt
15:21-28), as well as how Jesus comes forward in order to touch a leper or how he behaves with publicans
and sinners. The IV Gospel synthesises it this way: "Because God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but so that the world may be saved through Him." (Jn 3:17)

Accepting plurality begins, following the example of Jesus, by not judging or condemning. It means, therefore, losing the fear of approaching the diverse and being willing to perceive the new as alternatives for life
and not as a threat to what is habitual. An attitude that leads, in the end, to embrace diversity as enrichment.

Embracing plurality requires discernment of spirits. Ignatian spirituality teaches how to receive diversity according to the spirit. Within diversity there are possibilities of life and also of death.

Enriching yourself with discerned diversity, embracing plurality, is a life-long process and requires, therefore, accompaniment. It is there where the community in which we are accompanied becomes important and
makes us capable of accompanying those who seek to live their lives in a coherent way.
Taking advantage of the examen as an instrument of spiritual growth

The examen is one of the original and essential proposals of Ignatian spirituality. It is the instrument that
helps to recognise the presence of God in history and in our lives. Through the examen we constantly reaffirm
the choice we have made so as to not deviate from the outlined path.

Ignatius proposes the examen as a way of recognising and thanking the presence of God in human history and
in the lives of people in order to appreciate his love, his closeness, his willingness to lend a hand. The Ignatian
examen begins with a thanksgiving for that presence of God on this day or during this time of prayer or at this
important moment. A grateful outlook that is more focused on the recognition of the wonders that the Lord
works than on making a judgement about someone or about oneself.

From that grateful outlook, the Ignatian examen makes it possible to see if what I do every day remains within the life choice made or if, on the contrary, that choice is growing cold and I am moving away from the chosen path. It allows me to weigh the authenticity of my life and my capacity for discernment in day-to-day life.

To turn to the examen daily is to take advantage of the inspiration of Ignatius' spirituality. Furthermore, conducting the examen at key moments of the day or of life is always a way of growing in that familiarity with
God to which the Ignatian experience invites us.
Features of a CLC identity

Three traits that I consider fundamental in a young person who identifies as a member of the Christian Life Community, from his Christian faith and inspired by Ignatian spirituality:

The first is the inner freedom that is achieved by detachment from disordered attachments. Throughout the
growth process we can become attached to people, places, ways of doing... even dreams about the future. Attachments that can become obstacles to following Jesus, to choosing what is best in order to be his disciple
and be sent out as an apostle. Acquiring and maintaining that inner freedom, as fruit of detachment, is what
allows us to discern the spirits, listen to the specific call that the Lord makes and choose to follow it.

Life in the Spirit is a condition without which it is impossible to free oneself internally. This is the second trait
that I want to point out. Inner freedom is a grace that we receive from the Lord who wants to communicate
with and give Himself to each person. The spiritual life is nourished by prayer through which a person reaches
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familiarity with God and is able to find Him in all things. Listening and especially contemplation of the Word
of God is the main source of a fruitful spiritual life. Jesus is the Word of God made flesh inserted in human history. For this reason, the contemplation of the Gospels is a privileged source for prayer, to assimilate the style
of Jesus and his relationship with the Father and the Holy Spirit.

The experience of the God of Jesus is not self-centred but personal and apostolic. Whoever meets the Lord
joins with His life and His redemptive mission of the human race. Therefore, community is necessary to live
the Christian faith. Community life is, thus, the third feature to which I want to refer. Jesus called each of his
apostles by name to "be with him" and send them out to preach with the power to cast out demons (Mk 3:14).
To guarantee "being with him" he leaves us petition, daily prayer and the Eucharist, which is the table where
we share the body and blood of the Lord together. The Eucharist is the source of community life for those who
profess the Christian faith.

The community also ensures the necessary accompaniment to grow in following the Lord. Communion with
Him produces communion between the members of the community who become brothers and sisters, accompany each other and put themselves at the service of others.

I sincerely believe that our commitment to you, young people, is to listen to you in your deep concerns, to accompany you and to encourage you, but also to let you be the protagonists of your future. You, in your youth,
are challenged by a complex world that will not be well organised without the God who watches over the
poor and cares for all that exists.

The meeting ended with the Eucharist celebrated remotely, from the Cova in Manresa, by the World Vice Ecclesiastical Assistant, José de Pablo SJ, surrounded by some young people from the CLC community in
Barcelona and followed by all the participants of the meeting via Zoom.

“As you know, in CLC, in all the Ignatian family, we do not follow Saint Ignatius, we follow Jesús, Our Lord,
through the experience of Saint Ignatius.”

“Ignatius, was wishing and willing to follow Jesus
But he thought that depended on his own strengths.
He thought that he could change himself only by his own effort
He looks at all his mistakes, all his errors in life, all his sins, and he believe that to change his life was the
fruit of his will
He tried to follow the example of the Saints.”
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“How he got out of this crisis.
By praying to a God always greater than his efforts
By spiritual guidance
By contemplating the world – The creation
By helping the poor, who were weak as he was.
And finally, by the help of God
Ignatius discovered that he cannot change just by closing his fist, but by opening his hands and became a recipient to the grace of God.”
“Grace does not depend on our efforts, depends on our thanksgiving,
depends on our openness to follow Jesus, and see everything new in Him,
Which means, to do everything in his way.
This will give us a new way of looking to ourselves, to our brothers and Sisters, to our world, and to God.”
You can watch the celebration here: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LcdoFvUNR-M
At the end, the young people made public 10 points that were worked on in the group moments and which
they commit themselves to continue to deepen and live. Starting from the wounds of the world, they offer
themselves as collaborators in the mission.
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At the end of the World
Gathering we held to
commemorate the 500th
anniversary of the wounding of
St. Ignatius, we would like to
share the manifesto we have
created:

We want, as Father Arturo
Sosa SJ tells us, inner
freedom, life in the spirit and
community life to be the
characteristics of our identity
as young Ignatian men and
women.
Loyola, 31 July 2021
Feast of St. Ignatius
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W

Colombian, pilgrim
between Latin America
nd Europe, animator oa
second year CLC
community (Frenchspeaking) in The Hague
(The Netherlands).
Member of the World
Executive Council
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Daniela Ochoa Peralta
CLC in the Netherlands

Believers in

CLC 2021 Youth Meeting

hen I was asked if I wanted to participate in the World CLC Loyola
Youth Gathering 2021 as a representative of CLC in Netherlands, I said yes,
and I did it without hesitation. I am Colombian, I arrived in the Netherlands in 2018 and I
had many challenges to live my spirituality (in
a deeply secularised country) until, by chance,
I found the French-speaking CLC community
in The Hague, at the end of 2019. I am not exaggerating when I say that belonging to this
community saved my life, especially in the
hard months of the COVID pandemic, and
even today, being the community animator in
the distance (from Colombia to the Netherlands). Therefore, participating in this meeting
was, on the one hand, the possibility to be

a world without borders

- Ignatius 500, a space to recharge with hope
grateful for all that CLC in Netherlands has
given me in the last years, as well as the possibility to dedicate three days to exchange experiences with others. The fruits of the meeting
completely exceeded my expectations, I go
back to what we experienced during those
days and my heart warms up.

The possibility of encounter is all that Ignatian
Spirituality means to me, a spirituality based
on the cura personalis, accompaniment and
community life. Despite the challenges posed
by the virtuality, the coordinating team managed to bring together something like 130 people from 52 different countries for three days,
all via Zoom! Every time we were together, I
enjoyed scrolling through the video thumb-

nails, full of faces, smiles, different wallpapers. Seeing each other, even digitally, and listening to each other whenever we could share,
confirmed to me that we are "believers without
borders". There were several talks and moments of prayer that resonated with me, from
remembering the universal apostolic preferences of the Society of Jesus, to Sister Cortes'
talk. However, what I most appreciated was
precisely the richness of encountering people
from everywhere.

Every time I met with my small community to
digest each phase of the meeting, the fruits
took shape, and the calls became tangible. Patricia from Spain, Martín from Paraguay,
Mario from Guatemala, María from Bolivia,
and Leonel from Ecuador were my road companions during these three days. I only saw
them on camera, but our exchange was immense. Thanks to them I understood how CLC
was, for everyone, a sort of "first responder" to
the COVID crisis; the communities were key
in keeping the spirit up, in accompanying
members who became ill or even lost family
members because of the pandemic; some communities even took the leap into action and
provided material assistance to those in need.
The CLC community in the Netherlands is
very diverse and is particularly made up of
adults, so meeting the experiences of youth
communities was very inspiring as well, they
are very creative communities and gave me
many ideas for the accompaniment of my own
community.

On a personal level, I have always felt that God
speaks to me through music; each of the experiences of Spiritual Exercises I have lived, have
a kind of soundtrack that reminds me of the invitations received at each opportunity. And this
Encounter was no exception, Cristóbal Fones
and José María Rodríguez Olaizola's song,
“The Wound”, continues to resonate deep in
my heart, continues to speak to me in my moments of prayer, continues to call me to embrace my wound with hope, and reminds me
that I am part of a community that sustains me.
This song is a constant reminder of the invitations that the CLC Gathering gave me, many of
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them embodied in the ten points of the manifesto that we collectively wrote and that continues to mark the north of every space that we
share with my community in The Hague.

Of these invitations, I would like to highlight
four in particular. The first is to encounter, embrace and walk with the wounds, acknowledging them as part of me and therefore lightening
my emotional baggage. The second is to always remember the source of my conversion:
the person of Jesus, courageous, rebellious and
pilgrim, whose life is a daily call to act for social justice wherever I am and whatever I work
in. Third, to resist, resist and resist, taking the
example of both Jesus and Ignatius who lived
their spiritual experience in the midst of challenging contexts (perhaps like those of today),
but resisted and persisted, facing obstacles because they trusted their ways in the God of

love. Finally, the fourth is to understand myself as a pilgrim, valuing the richness of the
road and those who walk it with me. Today,
this invitation becomes more tangible every
time I meet my CLC community; Anaïs, Anne,
Jean-Cristophe, Pierre, Régina and René are
the immediate messengers of God's message
of love, especially through the fruits of prayer
they share at every community meeting.

It may sound pretentious to say that three days
marked a milestone in my life, but this could
not be truer. Those who know me know that I
tend to focus more on the negative side of
things, and this was weighing heavily on me
before I participated in the CLC 2021 youth
gathering last July. Those three days (and their
soundtrack) have been a constant call of hope
since then. Knowing that I am part of a worldwide community that sustains me in the spirit
of the God of love has given an incredible
boost to my personal and community life. This sharing of experiences
was like a renewing balm, which
continues to call me to choose the
way forward with hope, my deepest
gratitude to those who made it possible!

Original : Spanish

World CLC Youth Encounter Loyola 2021

A perspective from James O’Brien and Stephen Game,
CLC Australia

Introduction

In late July James O’Brien and I, Stephen
Game, were both fortunate to have the opportunity to represent CLC Australia at the 2021
CLC Youth Encounter, which was virtually
hosted from Loyola, Spain by the World CLC
organising team. This meeting occurred over
three consecutive days and its theme was “Embrace the world in an Ignatian way”. James attended as a participant and I as a guide, and at
the time both of us were CLC members in Melbourne.
During, immediately afterwards, and in the ensuing four months since attending this youth
gathering, James and I have shared and reflected, both personally and collectively, on our experience of being part of this meeting from our
respective perspectives as a participant and a
guide. We have also pondered the open question offered to all attendees (participant,
guides, and organisers) alike at the conclusion
of this wonderful event: Where to from here?

How we experienced the meeting

Overall, this meeting was a profound, even
surreal, and memorable event for both of us
and the experiences continue to ripple through
us as we continue our respective life journeys.
The experience was surreal because when this
gathering occurred, Melbourne – a city of 5+
million people and Australia’s second largest
city to Sydney – was in its sixth Covid19 lockdown, which continued for over three months.
The nature of this lockdown meant Melbourne’s citizens were only able to leave their
home for one to two hours per day; were restricted to remain within five kilometres of
their homes; and were required to observe a
9:00 PM to 5:00 AM curfew each day. So,
within this context of not being able to visit
family or friends beyond the 5-kilometre bubbles from our respective homes, the CLC
Youth Encounter provided an experience of
connecting with a truly global community
over three evenings. We were transported far

James O’Brien (right) is a CLC member now based in Sydney,
Australia. A teacher, musician and writer, he is a member of the CLC
Asia-Pacific Animating Team.

Stephen Game (left) is a CLC member based in Melbourne, Australia.
A finance broker and consultant, he is a member of CLC Australia
National Executive Committee.

beyond our 5-kilometre bubbles and were unrestrained by the real-life curfew that was in
place across Melbourne. Instead, we participated in a remarkable event with CLC Youth
representatives from all corners of the globe.

In Melbourne this gathering occurred over
three consecutive evenings, namely, Thursday,
Friday and Saturday from 10:00 PM to 1:30
AM and later for me after the guides debriefing session with the organising team. So, after
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how different CLC members experience it in
their corner of the world. Across both common
and unique experiences, we shared profoundly. The small group experience brought a creative energy to how we viewed the theme of
this meeting. “Embrace the world in an Ignatian way” comes alive when you are speaking
with Ignatian young people from all over the
world!

What it meant to you?

James as a participant and I as a guide both felt
very grateful for the opportunities to go deeper
with young CLC members from our world
community. For myself I felt humbled by the
gifts that I gained from the stories and messages shared by the participants over the three
evenings.

the third evening we both felt a tiredness analogous to the jetlag one could expect after completing a long-haul flight back to Australia
from Loyola, Spain! Even with this tiredness
we were aware of the profound, positive and
hope-filled nature of the event.

What resonated with us?
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Each night began with several rich and deep
tasks and reflections, and yet the heart of the
experience for both James and I was our respective small sharing circles in virtual breakout rooms for up to an hour. James’ group had
CLC members from Botswana; Chile; Egypt;
Honk Kong; South Africa and Australia. While
my group had CLC members from Egypt;
Hong Kong; Ireland; Rwanda; Uruguay; USA
and Australia. So, from the context of Melbourne’s lockdown the truly global nature of
this gathering was amplified. It was profound
for us to hear the different perspectives from
each small group member and to feel part of
CLC as a world community. The experience
and sharing had great depth, especially within
the context of our Covid 2020/2021 years and

We heard a compelling sharing from a young
CLC member and doctor from Madrid’s
COVID wards. James would have liked to
have heard from more such young people as
givers of key reflections, rather than wisdom
figures. I suppose not being one of the young
participants I did not have this perspective,
however upon reflection I would also agree
with James. This is not to be viewed as a criticism, rather an opportunity to young CLC
members within our global community to be
further supported and afforded maybe a larger
opportunity to shape CLC into the future.

We both believe this meeting was a beginning
rather than an end. It has brought about for
many people a new awareness of how we are
one world community in CLC, and an open
question remains of how we can collaborate
into the future as a younger generation of
CLC. A great opportunity exists to co-create
the future of CLC across our global community of wisdom figures and young CLC members alike. Young people have many gifts to
share in shaping our collective CLC future.

Conclusion

As the gathering ended, there was a Mass from
the Ignatian cave at Manresa. The final blessing was deeply moving when a candle was lit
for each participating National Community,
and a blessing prayed over all these candles,
and so over all of us. May we all live as light
for our world.
Original: English

F

Ignatian Spirituality in couplehood

irst of all, we are grateful for being able
to share with the CLC community our
humble experience of the Spiritual Exercises during this Ignatian Year. We had been
looking for a very long time for the opportunity to enjoy an eight-day retreat for couples
with the CLC community. We found the opportunity this summer during which our children were less dependent, and we are grateful
to the grandparents who took care of them
with so much love.

For us it has been a gift to be able to live once
again the four weeks of the Exercises. The
abandonment to and confidence in God are in
the first week (SE.23), to try to live in HIS
way in the transition to the second week
(SE.98), to be aware of the suffering that
Christ had to go through because of ourselves
(SE.203) in the third week, to finish rejoicing
in so much glory and joy for the risen Lord
(SE.221).

Every morning we listened to the call for “inner knowledge of the Lord who for me has be-

come man so that I may love him more and
follow him (SE.104)”. Throughout the eight
days we have been deeply marked by the following proposal of St. Ignatius "Contemplation to attain love. It is worth stating two
things: The first is that love should be put
more in deeds than in words. The second, love
consists of mutual communication between
the couple […] ¨(SE.231)”. This “suggestion”
has been the basis for living the exercises in
harmony with the conversion of Ignatius, the
sprouts of our Ignatian lay vocation CLC and
the presence of Mary.

Suddenly, as it often happens with the Spirit in
the Exercises, we have both met the most human Ignatius. We encountered the person who
existed before Pamplona. His behavior prior
to conversion has helped us to recognize the
person and understand how human he was and
how human we are. Ignatius just like us had to
face family challenges, had to make his way
through life and then after Pamplona he finally
found his real vocation. Get close to the person of Ignatius now when we celebrate the

Prado Díaz & Jorge Maté
CVX Caná – Madrid
We conceive our vocation in the Church from the Ignatian spirituality within CLC Caná, in Madrid. We are
pilgrims, like Ignatius, trying to find God in all things to better love and serve him. At the same time we are
sinners who need the mercy of the Lord. Currently our mission field is the family (parents of three children and
with parents and grandmothers to attend to), the school (we actively collaborate with the Association of Families
of the Cardenal Spínola school and its foundation), work (of Jorge managing computer projects , and that of
Prado, with a great vocation for public service, in the Spanish Agency for International Development
Cooperation) and the Church (Jorge enjoys and renews his CLC vocation accompanying the CLC welcome
group Father Arrupe and Prado in the Council Pastoral Diocese of the Diocese of Madrid).
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500th anniversary of the cannonball wound in
Pamplona. This close look at him has also
transformed our gaze towards a more human
world closer to God, and helped us to find him
in all things as Ignatius dreamed.
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If there is one thing, I would highlight about
the other experiences we have undergone separately, it is how love consists of communication between both parties and how love itself
has its own communication. Being together
doing the Spiritual Exercises has not meant
doing it together. Each of us lived our own experience with the gift of having done it in an
accompanied way. We have always recognized
the grace of seeing CLC brothers by our side
doing the Exercises. But having the person
you love by your side and with whom you
share your life is a small plus. During the day
there are only glances during breakfast, lunch,
dinner, and Holy Eucharist. But they are looks
from the heart that understand an energy

shared with your spouse. We were both aware
that something was swirling inside the other.
Not knowing what, but knowing that it is only
time to be, and accompany one another in silence, with our hearts and with prayer.
Evidently not everything was silence. At night
we gifted each other with a walk, together
around Loyola. On the way to Azpeitia or Azcoitia, we lived moments not to share the day,
but to share how we both are. The important
thing was not the words but the tangible company tangible and the feeling of being heard
deep down from the love we have for each other. When doing the SE as a couple there is always the risk that the temptation to be and talk
to the other hinders or takes you out of the dynamics of the SE. We were both clear that we
should not take out our problems or moments
of light, which would be to fall into a rude
temptation. The SE is a time of personal
growth that we share as a couple. Many times,
it is the looks and knowing that you have
someone by your side that we really need in
many moments of life. How many times have
we accompanied our couples? Is it “couples”
or “spouse”? in silence? How many times
have we been grateful to have her by our side
in silence, feeling her affection and closeness? In
moments of comfort,
sharing God's love with
the person you love in
some way brings us closer to both God and the
loved one. Even more so
in moments of desolation
having our partner close
to us brightens the bleakness with a real memory
of God's love.

The Exercises were organized by CLC in
Spain, and we appreciate
the opportunity to have
shared this experience
with people from other
communities who have
the same desire to seek
God. The meeting has
had many moments. In
desolation, we have felt
"as one friend usually
comforts another". And
in moments of consolation, we felt grounded on

the truth of the joy of the Risen Lord, who is
the one who has summoned us. Every day in
the Holy Eucharist we were given the opportunity to share interior motions, petitions, and
thanks for everything we had received. It was
a privileged space to accompany us and get to
know each other better. We thank Seve Lázaro
SJ, Isabel Muruzabal, Lola Apolo and Carlos
Erviti for their dedication so that we could
deepen our CLC vocation.

We encourage all of you to do exercises with
couples. It is not easy to find the time and
place, sometimes you have to wait a long time
for the opportunity to arise. But it is worth the
wait, without impatience but with the trust that
everything will come at the right moment. As
you know, the ways of the Lord are inscrutable
and when God meets the loved one, paths arise
with the light of two light bulbs.

And all experiences in SE invite to a mission.
We would like to collect from the Assembly of
Pamplona CLC-E'2019: "To become aware of
God’s calls that make something new emerge,
overcoming temptations and desolations be-

cause we feel small and not important. To pay
attention to the signs of the times, to let ourselves be touched, and to be ready to open our
hearts to the needs of the men and women in
our world."

We come to an end by asking Mary, our model
of collaboration in CLC, to help us evangelize
with simplicity in order to transform the borders which are more in need and inhabit anxieties, from our apostolic commitment from
community in mission and for the mission
(This part of the sentence needs revision. But
I don’t understand what the writers really
mean). May she help us to look at the world
from the angle of the poor, which is how
Christ contemplates it. Feeling embraced by
our Father, we pray to the Spirit to move us to
continue building the world that Ignatius
dreamed of and the one that invites us to renew
through the instruments he puts at our disposal. And to express love more in deeds than in
words.

Original : Spanish
Translated by Jennifer Fox
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Putting Out

T

he Ignatian family of French-speaking
Europe met at the All Saints’ weekend
in Marseille, France.

This congress, under the theme “Put Out into
Deep Water with Ignatius –All Saints Marseille 2021”, was held during the Ignatian Jubilee year (May 20, 2021 – July 31,2022) proclaimed by Father Arturo Sosa, S.J., Father
General of the Society of Jesus.

For three days the 7000 participants – 3000 of
whom are members of the Christian Life Community (CLC) – shared the joy of being together and experiencing “a culture of reaching
out”, without which it is impossible to build
universal brotherhood. Indeed, all the participants “put out into deep water” in Marseille, a
cosmopolitan city turned to the world, going to
meet local activists for justice, interreligious
dialogue, welcoming of refugees, the fight
against poverty as well as teaching how to live
fraternally…

CLC France also held its
once-every-five-year
congress during this
time, around the theme
“Ecology and the Spiritual Exercises”. Laudato
Si’ and the Spiritual Exercises were reflected off
one another as a vision
for taking on the challenge of the protection of
“our common home”,
first of all looking at the
potential of all beings as
Pope Francis reminds us
(Laudato Si’, paragraph
78). This orientation joins a fundamental dimension of the Spiritual Exercises consisting
of learning to know oneself better and to take
one’s place in the world with Christ’s guidance
in order to contribute to making the world a
better place.

It was also the occasion for 40 or so CLC
members of 12 different nationalities to join
us, as well as almost all of the World Executive Council members.

The congress ended with the announcement
that the next World Assembly will be held in
France, which was met by real joy by the CLC
France members. In perspective: a new time
and experience of the larger, worldwide community! We’ll see you there!

French websites: www.cvxfrance.com/nonclasse/la dimension; https//Ignace.2021 ( with
photos speaking every language, see Flikr,
near the FB, Twitter and Instagram logos)

Following is the journal kept by Charles, a
member of the Christian Life Community
(CLC) in France, during the three-day meeting
“Putting Out into Deep Water with Ignatius”.
The heartfelt encounters, the smiling faces –
despite the torrential rainfall – the Pope’s message of goodwill, mass on All Saints’ Day. “I
sense the desire of friends of Ignatian spirituality to take action in a world where indifference should no longer have a place.”
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into Deep Water with Ignatius
All Saints – Marseille 2021
Charles’s Journal of the Convention in Marseille

“If I were to gather the harvest of these three days, I would have to plant a
vine to carry all the fruit given in abundance.”

(Charles, CLC in France, 8 November 2021)

Following is the journal kept by Charles, a member of the Christian Life Community (CLC) in
France, during the three-day meeting “Putting Out into Deep Water with Ignatius”. The heartfelt
encounters, the smiling faces – despite the torrential rainfall – the Pope’s message of goodwill,
mass on All Saints’ Day. “I sense the desire of friends of Ignatian spirituality to take action in a
world where indifference should no longer have a place.”

Saturday 30 October 2021 “Saint Ignatius, here I am, ready to
put out into deep water with you.”

Getting off the train in Marseille, my first thought went out Saint Ignatius: “Here I am, ready to
put out into deep water with you”.

A first memory of this day is my arrival at my lodging, where I was welcomed by other CLC
members, also invited, like me. I remember our first words, our first exchanges. They are already my friends in the Lord; we’ve never met and yet I already feel close to them. Then I go
to collect my badge at the Convention Center and meet up for lunch with CLC members from
my local region. We take the time to be together, to share in a special way. Yes, we take the time
to get to know one another better. Then off to begin the convention: not in the giant Convention
Center, but in a local parish in my small group of 10 people, followed by a wander through the
streets of Marseille with other participants (from CLC, MCC [Mouvement Chrétien des Cadres
et dirigeants, an Ignatian lay movement for middle managers and executives, translator’s note],
Jesuits, etc.)
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Encounter and Prayer

We meet with Brother Battite (a Franciscan based at Trinity Parish), whose tale of his life in his
neighborhood with its poverty and insalubrity is thought-provoking. For him “Each street brings
the discovery of a different country”, and at each door that is opened to him he never forgets to
say “Peace be with you”. Brother Battite also calls our attention to the 2018 catastrophe of
Aubagne Street [where two apartment buildings collapsed, killing eight persons, translator’s
note]. With my “companions for the week-end” we decide to stop there for a time of meditation.
Silence settles in, and for very long minutes, we are confronted with this life of extreme misery, this life of poverty. We carry on, with the desire to get to know each other better. Then we
finish at Saint Victor Abbey for a time of prayer turned toward Christ and Saint Ignatius.

Then we’re off to “Pharo Palace” for dinner with numerous unknown fellow travelers, with other lay
members of Ignatian groups. These encounters bring me to realize how much I feel supported
on my faith journey and in my everyday life, that CLC is a gift given to be contemplated but also
to be lived. A round-table discussion, “What Faces for the Church of Tomorrow?”, brings elements of response to numerous questions around the Synod but also the very structure of the Church.
It brings me to reflect on this Church that is suffering and yet still wanting to be moving.

Sunday, 31 October The Ignatian Family: Taking Action in a
World where Indifference Should No Longer Exist

I’m up at dawn to wander in this city that is both touching and disconcerting and is still asleep.
I find myself at Chanot Park where CLC companions meet to live “a mass which takes its time”.
What a joy to live this Sunday with the national community.

The different conferences are received as a grace and I’m especially touched by the importance given to care for the poorest of the poor, but also all the initiatives for taking care of our
planet and others. I’m conscience of the desire of all these new Ignatian companions to take
action in a world where indifference should no longer exist.

Another moment of the day’s program included the discovery of numerous missions of the Ignatian family. I met many people, but probably only 20 per cent of the multiple faces. What
organization!

Gifts, Fruits, an Occasion to be Taken Advantage Of
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Here in Marseille we are focused on contemplative life and discernment. But with “our friends
in the Lord” we also shared a fraternal and festive meal. I ate with two Ignatian sisters (a Xavière and a sister of Saint Joseph), a family, and young people involved in the communications team for the congress. What a wonderful time we had together! All the smiles warm
one’s heart! Our conversations were so rich!

The festive celebration organized by the Ignatian youth made me regret not coming to the Convention with my own children. They would have been really happy to share this event and this
joy with me. These young people gave us a spectacular celebration of Saint Ignatius’s life,
where a cannonball becomes a chance to be seized on our own paths to holiness.
The best gift of today is the Holy Father’s loving message, received like a fruit, an occasion
to be taken advantage of.

Monday 1 November 7000 Friends in the Lord

Although I was already familiar with the stories of Moses and Noah’s ark, I hadn’t expected to
experience them, but I admit that I had to go barefoot to Chanot Park this Monday morning.
What a wonderful sight, to see all my Ignatian friends come as they are, each with a big
smile, despite the downpour of rain.
We had a time of evaluation in our small groups, ten of us amongst the 7000 friends in the Lord.
I prayed lengthily for Father Arturo Sosa, who has just lost his mother.
The mass of the Solemnity of All Saints, presided by Monsignor Jean-Marc Aveline {archbishop
of Marseille, translator’s note] touched me in the deepest part of my being. Most of the priests
were seated among the lay participants, while women and children were seated near the altar,
giving me much joy for a Church who is finding Her bearings and taking action.

Plant a vine

Then I find friends in CLC, I see faces that I know of friends from other regions, from other
movements, of Jesuit friends. What a joy to be with family.
You have to know how to come back. Until Roissy Charles de Gaulle, I find faces that touch me
and challenge me on the small step to take in my daily life.
If I were to pick a fruit from these three days, then I would plant a vine because the grapes
have been given to me in abundance.
I do not forget my CLC friends who stayed at the quay in our Region. Our regional Whatsapp
group, which is however not an Ignatian tool, will have allowed us to keep this link and to be one
throughout these three days. It continues to unite us very strongly.
The city of the next CLC World Assembly was announced at this congress. Amiens was chosen
for this welcome time. I am a companion from the Somme-Oise region. May the future welcome
of our Region be like that received in Marseille. amen and thank you.

Thank you to the friends from Marseille and for the organization and for having united us to
Christ in brotherly love. With a Church that advances offshore at a pace that is also its own.
Take care of yourself, of others, of our Earth and of God. Amen.

Original: French
Translated by Cécilia McPherson
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Re-reading Fratelli Tutti:
an invitation to step beyond

Fratelli Tutti was published on October 3rd
2020. In a world where
we are constantly bombarded with new information, this sounds very
long ago. Some of us
have read it, others
might have tried to read
it and found too long and
prolix, and others might
well have been put off
reading it by the controversy about its title. This
short article is an invitation to read the encycliP. Paul Pace SJ
cal, or to re-read it, not
seeking the novelty but the wisdom of its words
Fr Paul Pace is a
and message for the world we live in, so comJesuit from Malta
plex and so often confused and cruel.
who now works in

Dublin, as director
of tertianship, the
last phase of Jesuit
formation

I would like to suggest a reading that sees in the
encyclical an invitation of stepping beyond : let
us step beyond our usual spaces, let us imagine
a world where we are all brothers and sisters,
friends even, and let us commit ourselves to
bring it about.

This perspective is obviously very close to ignatian spirituality. Fratelli tutti has a strongly
universal character, inviting us to seek how to
go beyond our small worlds, a real invitation to
live the spirit of the magis.

I propose this simple way of reading the encyclical in CLC communities

1. The community chooses a chapter and the
members read it before the meeting

2.

During their community meeting people
share and reflect on what they have read.

3. This will lead the community to pray and
to decide on what steps to take to put their
reflecton into practice

Dark clouds over a Closed
World: from mere neighbours to
brothers and sisters (chapter 1)
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The Pope writes this encyclical ‘in the hope
that in the face of present-day attempts to
eliminate or ignore others, we may prove capable of responding with a new vision of fraternity and social friendship that will not remain at the level of words.’ (FT 6) Quoting
Pope Benedict, he adds, ‘As society becomes
ever more globalised, it makes us neighbours
but does not make us brothers.’

Many of us will feel that we have tried this often enough, and the world is not getting any
better: if at all it seems getting worse. We happily profess and praise equality as one of our
most precious conquests, yet we are living in
a world of increasing inequality: the rich become richer and have better access to services,
while the poor are expected to remain resigned
to their unfortunate lot. We close not only our
borders but also our hearts, as we are encouraged to stress our differences rather than what
we share, ‘thinking that we are all-powerful,
while failing to realize that we are all in the
same boat.’ (FT 30)

Stepping beyond ourselves to
those who suffer – The good
Samaritan (Chapter 2)

The chapter I find most touching in Fratelli
tutti is the second one, A Stranger on the Road,
where the Pope reflects on the parable of the
Good Samaritan (Lk 10: 25-37).

In the first pages of the Bible, God asks Cain:
“Where is your brother Abel?” “Am I my
brother’s keeper?” (Gen 4:9) Cain’s answer is
one that we ourselves give all too often, trying
to justify our indifference to the immense suffering that surrounds us.

‘Only one person stopped, approached the man
and cared for him personally, even spending
his own money to provide for his needs. He also gave him something that in our frenetic
world we cling to tightly: he gave him his time.
Certainly, he had his own plans for that day, his
own needs, commitments and desires. Yet he
was able to put all that aside when confronted
with someone in need. Without even knowing

1Je me suis inspiré d’un éditorial de la publication jésuite, Aggiornamenti sociali, appelé « Fratelli Tutti : un

appel à aller plus loin », par Giacomo Costa et Paolo Foglizzo, disponible à l’adresse suivante :
https://www.aggiornamentisociali.it/articoli/fratelli-tutti-un-appello-ad-andare-oltre/

the injured man, he saw him as deserving
of his time and attention.’ (FT 63)

The Pope uses this parable to reflect on
how our societies are organised: do they
include or exclude? If we live like neighbours, our societies will know how to identify with the vulnerabilities in their midst,
‘lifting up and rehabilitating the fallen for
the sake of the common good. At the same
time, [the parable] warns us about the attitude of those who think only of themselves
and fail to shoulder the inevitable responsibilities of life as it is.’ (FT67) ‘Each day we
have to decide whether to be Good Samaritans
or indifferent bystanders.’ (FT69)

The true Good Samaritan is Jesus Christ, who
takes pity on our situation and comes to pick
us up and heal us. He then tells us, ‘Go and do
likewise’. (Lk 10:37)

Stepping beyond our borders,
welcoming the stranger
(Chapter 4)

Migrants and refugees can never cease to be a
real concern for Christians, simply because the
one we profess to follow was born away from
his town - there was not even place for him at
the inn. Soon after he had to flee for his life, and
lived his childhood in a foreign country, among
people who professed a different religion.

We live in a world where leaders insist the solution to the migration problem lies simply in
keeping migrants out of our country by any
means: it is no surprise that the problem only
gets bigger. The Pope does not deny the complexity of the issue, but argues that this very
complexity should impel us to use our imagination to seek new solutions that deal with the root
causes. Above all, migrants put to the test our
conviction that all human beings are not only
equal but our brothers and sisters. Fratelli tutti
invites us to embrace the logic of gratuitousness,
‘the ability to do some things simply because
they are good in themselves, without concern
for personal gain or recompense. Gratuitousness
makes it possible for us to welcome the stranger,
even though this brings us no immediate tangible benefit.’ (FT 139

Towards a better style of
politics (chapter 5)

Would you spontaneously connect politics and
love? You would more probably link it to power
and its abuse, polarisation, corruption, selfish-

ness. Yet Fratelli tutti, in continuity with Catholic
social teaching, speaks of political love.

We cannot regard others as our brothers and sisters without trying to build a society where this
becomes a reality. This is no mere utopia: it
would bring universal fraternity much closer by
creating structures that uphold and promote the
dignity of every citizen. Of course, this calls for a
better kind of politics, one truly at the service of
the common good. (FT 154)

The Pope sees the world ruled by two major ideologies, which often look very similar. One is the
so-called populism, were leaders ‘seek popularity by appealing to the basest and most selfish inclinations of certain sectors of the population.’
(FT 159) The other is liberal individualism,
where society is seen as no more than a system of
coexisting interests. As Margaret Thatcher famously said, ‘There is no such thing as society,
there are only individuals’.

Both ideologies seem unable to accept the basic
truth that, ‘each of us is fully a person when we
are part of a people; at the same time, there are no
peoples without respect for the individuality of
each person. Good politics will seek ways of
building communities at every level of social
life, in order to recalibrate and reorient globalization and thus avoid its disruptive effects. (182)

The Challenge

This the challenge of Fratelli tutti. The changes
we need are so big that it looks wholly reasonable to give up and live within our small world
as best we can. Yet our faith speaks of a Saviour, someone who will bring us what looks so
difficult to achieve. Not a wonder worker who
will put the world to rights without demanding
anything, but a true saviour who, sharing our
human condition, inspires and empowers us to
work towards a better world.
Original: English
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Meet Catherine Waiyaki

Secretary to the World Executive Council
Who are you,
Cathy, briefly?

I was born the eldest in a
family of five, three sisters
and two brothers, and I am
the split image of my father. I
got married to Waiyaki E S
thirty years ago (one of my
finer decisions).

I am mother to 28 year old
Wangui Waiyaki-Bett who
got married to Iyan Bett last
November (grandma in waiting as one friend fondly calls
me), 24 year old Kamaru
Catherine Waiyaki, Uzima
Waiyaki and 16 year old
CLC in Kenya
Kinyua Waiyaki. They are
my biggest fans, and I theirs. I graduated with
On this page and a degree in agriculture but ended up working
e next, from left to as an insurance professional, and now in stratright:
egy and project management. At the time in
The wedding day
Kenya,
you got called to study at the universi30 years ago ;
- Siblings - Ciru, ty with little option to change.

bert, Tudu, Richie;
- During college
time
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I think of myself as an introvert who has learnt
to be extroverted. I therefore enjoy reading,
swimming and watching movies, activities I
can do on my own. I read almost anything, except for biographies and war, with my all-time
favourite author being Jeffrey Archer (but to
be honest, I did not enjoy his prison diaries). I
love to talk, and get my daily dose talking to
Waiyaki in the evenings.

When I have the opportunity, I love to see others develop themselves, so I mentor and form
those around me. I am involved in giving parenting and marriage preparation talks. Family
is very important to me, and I believe all must
have the tools necessary to make family life
successful.

Being around boys in my family as I call them
all, I have also learnt to appreciate football
(which Kamaru played), rugby (which Kinyua
plays) and martial arts, seeing as Waiyaki is a
black belt in both karate and tae-kwon-do. To
be honest, they do all the sports I need, so I am
not really sporty. You can catch me doing
some aerobics off the internet sometimes,

though, and taking long walks with the boys
(including the hubby) and girl when possible

When you do come to visit, I’ll prepare some
‘mukimo, kachumbari and nyama choma with
mutura’, a favourite in my household, especially on a weekend afternoon. Without these,
my siblings and cousins do not feel like
they’ve visited my home

What attracted you to CLC?

After I left the university in 1990, I felt the
need to find a group I could belong to that
could walk with me in my faith. There was a
parish announcement one Sunday inviting us
to a meeting of CLC. I went for the meeting.
Surprisingly, I do not remember much about
what we were told, but I remember feeling
very welcome. I loved the genuineness of the
speakers who just shared their experiences and
invited us to ‘come and see’.

more years, welcome. I therefore decided to
stay and learn more.

Could you say a few words
about the graces you have
received in CLC?

Why have I never left? In CLC, I discovered
Igantian Spirituality, though which I felt the
complete and unconditional love of God. God
the father had always been waiting to punish
me if I erred, but I met Him gazing at me in
love, waiting for me. Through the Spiritual
Exercises in daily life, I learnt to walk and talk
with Jesus as a friend and brother. I explored
my faith in freedom, asking questions and
finding answers. I became a Christian, a

It was the first group that had invited me without making it feel like an obligation. We were
thereafter formed into local communities that
met the next Sunday. At the meeting, I experienced listening to God personally from scripture, and sharing my reflection without anyone
else commenting or judging it. It was very affirming to know that God does talk to each
person where they are. The life experience
sharing was new and liberating, and the confidentiality shared in the ‘cosy’ group that
would be walking together with me for many
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Catholic. I accepted that I am a loved sinner,
and continued to grow in self-awareness, seeing myself as God sees me. The daily examen
became a cornerstone without which I am lost.
Discernment has become my way of making
decisions.

We developed a deep bond with the local community I was walking with, being open about
our faith journey and lovingly encouraging
each other to grow as we heard the Lord talk,
helping each other in discernment. My need for
support was met beyond my expectations.

Along the way, I have appreciated that my
whole life is a mission, and all I have to do is
listen to the Lord’s prompting, and follow. I
want to be the best wife I can be, the best mother I can be, the best sister, cousin, friend. I am
called to form others, so I will avail myself
when I can, currently as a member of the National Formation Team, and helping with formation of Jesuit scholastics. I am called to also
help families’ succeed, and therefore I participate in several activities to build the family. I
have been trained in and give spiritual direction
and retreats, and as a group guide too, although
I am currently not available for group guiding.

What is your role in the world
ExCo?

Below: Waiyaki,
Kui, Kinyua, Moi,
Maru and Iyan

I am the elected secretary of the world ExCo.
My specific task is to prepare the minutes of
each meeting. I also participate fully in the discussions and discernment of WExCo, and carry out any other tasks agreed with the team.

The elected secretary position will cease to exist after the next World Assembly.

What is your dream for CLC?

I pray that everyone in CLC will experience
the full Spiritual Exercises and meet a loving
God. I pray that we all will respond to this love
by responding to the need of the world around
us, as God calls each one individually, sharing
our way of discernment. So that together, CLC
will offer the gift of communal discernment to
the world, bringing God’s kingdom of justice
and love all around us.

What can you tell us about the
Africa region?

CLC in Africa cannot be summarized as the
experience is quite varied. We are in two loose
sections, the French speaking and English
speaking, language being one barrier that we
are overcoming by ensuring common communication with interpretation. Many communities need more formation for their members,
with limited human resource to support the
formation programs. Almost all communities
struggle with financial co-responsibility, a situation that is not too surprising generally because of the poverty levels, but I believe that
because there is the will, a lasting solution will
be found. I do however feel that the biggest
advantage the communities have is the general
growing population of the youth that can be attracted to CLC
Original : English
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On 18 February 2022, the Holy Father Francis authorised
the Congregation for the Causes of Saints to promulgate a
decree concerning the heroic virtues of the Servant of God
Eduardo Francisco Pironio. Cardinal Pironio was born on 3
December 1920 in Argentina and died on 5 February 1998
in Rome.

In 1975 he was appointed by Pope Paul VI as Prefect of the
Congregation for Religious. Later, in the pontificate of John
Paul II, he was appointed President of the Pontifical
Council for the Laity (today the Dicastery for the Laity, the
Family and Life). These were the years when the World
Youth Days began and various lay associations and
movements emerged in the Church.

Cardinal Pironio, as President of the Pontifical Council for
the Laity, confirmed the Christian Life Community as an
international public association of the faithful and approved
our General Principles on 3 December 1990. Thus, the
identity of CLC is linked in a significant way with Cardinal
Pironio, and in him, in "our feeling with the Church".

We share some passages from the message sent by Cardinal Pironio to the Assembly in
Guadalajara (1990):

“Today, 25 years after Vatican Council II-and in face of new changes and challenges… the whole
Church, in line with the enlightened teachings of Vatican II, is called to a "new evangelization":
new in its ardor, in its methods and in its expression, in which the "lay faithful must play a
fundamental and irreplaceable part, as. it has been elaborated in the post-synodal Apostolic
Exhortation: Christifideles Laici.”

“The consideration of the texts must lead you to something still more important: the development
of a new life, shared among yourselves,' radiating out to others, rooted in the Body of Christ...
May, they be, then, instruments of conversion and renewed commitment, with a dynamic fidelity
to the richness of the tradition. and the new demands of our times.”
I would like to highlight, three strong emphases which emerge from the "General Principles”:

“The first one is related to the necessity and opportunity of returning to your sources, which is to
grow in a clear and living awareness of the charism and the spirituality which have been present
from the beginning and in the" tradition, and which are now present during 'the renewal, and are
proper and special to the Christian Life Communities.”

Secondly, your world community and each of your local and national communities cannot be other
than special modalities, clear reflections, visible and accessible witnesses to the mystery of the
"communio" which constitutes the Church…They assume therefore a responsibility to welcome
and confess, celebrate

and 'live out the fullness of the truth about Christ, about the Church and the human-person… a
gift and certainty with in one's own personal and communal experience, always open to new
exploration and discernment, to renewal and constant growth.”

Third,…new borders are, open for mission, and there are new demands for inculturation of the
Gospel in so many secularized environments,…the Gospel…it is Good News about the dignity of
all people, it is preferential love for the poor and certain hope of salvation.”

“…May she (María) -the Virgin of the "yes" and of the Magnificat, the Virgin of poverty,
contemplation and service -put her strong mark on your fidelity to the Father through Christ in
the Holy Spirit and help you to live always the fullness of the ecclessial communion "for the
greater glory of God" and for the integral salvation of all men and women.”
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